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INTRODUCTION TO THIRD EDITION* 


The form of this new edition remains as it was in the second 
edition, reviewing the period, from the last third of the eighteenth 
century to the first decade of the twentieth, of historical investiga- 
tion of the public ministry of Jesus, to which our knowledge of his 
life is still limited— a period which may be said to have come to 
an end 

The fundamental problem which stands out more and more 
clearly m the course of that investigation is whether Jesus builds 
on the presuppositions of later Jewish eschatology concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of God and the Messiah, or upon a non- 
eschatological foundation. This question was argued in lives of 
Jesus for three and a half generations 

Critical study of the subject has confined itself to Matthew and 
Mark since the middle of the nineteenth century, because they 
contain the oldest evidence A later view of their tradition is 
found in Luke, and the fourth Gospel cannot be harmonized with 
it at all. The latter puts the appearances of Jesus mainly in 
Jerusalem, and gives his preaching m a form quite different from 
that in the first two 

Critical study cannot remain blind to the iate-Jewish eschato- 
logical material found in the utterances of Jesus according to the 
two oldest Gospels. It must agree to recognize at least some of it. 

It was originally thought possible to reconcile this with the con- 
viction that he wanted to be a purely spiritual Messiah and set 
himself to found a purely spiritual Kingdom of God, by supposing 
that he used the traditional terminology in order to make himself 
understood. When this explanation was increasingly found to be 
inadequate, the further step was taken of arguing that Jesus 
actually held both views, combining them in some way incom- 
prehensible to us. 

Many scholars thought that this could be understood chrono- 
logically During the first successful period of his preaching in 
Galilee, they said, he emphasized the spiritual aspect of the King- 
* * Translated by J R. Coates 
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dom and of his Messmhship , it was the steady growth of opposition, 
inspired by the Jerusalem authorities, which compelled him to 
abandon the purely spiritual idea of the realisation of the King- 
dom, and to look instead for God to break into history as tradition 
said lie would 

In its early days historical research was spared the full w eight 
of the problem by accepting Mark as the original Gospel, under 
the influence of Christian Hermann Wcisse's Die Evangcltcujragc 
(1856) and Heinrich Julius Holtrmann's Die Synoptischcn 
Evatigclem (1863), instead of Matthau, ns held bj’ Ferdinand 
Christian Baur (1792-1860) and the Tubingen school This 
allowed it to regard the significant additions of Matthew as not 
having full authenticity And it is precisely these discourses and 
narratives which demonstrate the dependence of Jesus upon the 
late-Jewish world of eschatological ideas — particularly the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), the Address to the Twelve Apostles 
(zo), the question of the Baptist and Jesus’ reply (11), and the 
discourse on the Coming of the Son of Man and his Judgment (25) 

Scholars have been attracted to Mark, not only because it 
contains relatively little eschatology, but also because it seems to 
them to provide a credible chronology of the life and teaching of 
Jesus, from the early days in Galilee to the time when he went up 
to Jerusalem to die All that this amounts to, liow ever, is reading 
into Mark the view that an initial period of success was followed 
by a later period of failure 

In spite of attempts to depreciate Matthew, the impression 
which it makes remains so strong, that we are compelled to give 
up the effort to find a satisfactory relationship between the 
eschatological and the non-eschatological It must be wholly 
the one or wholly the other 

Those who reject the eschatological view have to hold the 
hteraiy hypothesis that such material came into early Christianity 
from Judaism, and thus found its way into the oldest traditions 
of Jesus Where Matthew and Mark ascribe eschatological views 
to Jesus, they are to be regarded as unauthentic 

A thorough application of this principle means giving up, not 
only the obviously eschatological passages concerning the Coming 
of the Kingdom and the Son of Man, but many others besides, 
which presuppose eschatological ideas of one sort or another If 
it is consistent, it will also have to abandon the idea that the 
King dom of God was the main subject of Jesus' preaching, and 
that he held himself to be the Messiah All passages which deal 
with these two subjects are thoroughly eschatological in character. 
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Gustav Volkmar draws these conclusions in Jesus Nazarenus 
uni die ersle cknslliche Zat (1882). He holds that the historical 
Jesus founded a community without making Messianic claims 
These were made by his followers after his death, on the ground 
of their belief in his resurrection In support of this he can point 
to the fact that in the first two Gospels neither docs Jesus appear 
as Messiah nor do the people regard him as such. At the 
Triumphal Entry the crowd around him tells the people of 
Jerusalem that "This is the prophet Jesus, of Nazareth in Galilee” 
(Matthew 21 10-n). 

William Wrede agrees with Volkmar that the title of Messiah 
was first given to Jesus by the early Christians, on the strength of 
their belief m his resurrection, and draws the final conclusion from 
the ascription to later tradition of passages in which Jesus 
preaches eschatology. In Das Messtasgekdmms in den Evangclien 
(1901} he expresses the view that even in Mark, which he regards 
as the oldest Gospel, we have not a really historical account of the 
appearance and preaching of Jesus It is only historical in so far 
as it deals with a Jesus who appears as a teacher, gathers disciples, 
gams a following among the people, adopting a free attitude 
towards the Law, which bnngs upon him the hostility of the 
Pharisees and chief priests and leads to his condemnation to death 
in Jerusalem 


From this point of view Wrede seeks to explain, by means of a 
literary hypothesis, the peculiar fact that in Mark and Matthew 
Jesus regards his Messiahship as a secret, and forbids his disciples to 
say anything about it to anybody before his death Thus it is 
Mark who attributes to Jesus the conviction that he is the 
Messiah He does this under the influence of an early Chric f wn 
tradition which tends in that direction. Believers must quite 
early have thought it obvious that Jesus must have known him- 
self to be that which he was to them. But they did not simply 
substitute the new idea for the old. All they could do was let the 
Messiahship remain a secret until after his death This transfor- 
mation of the original non-Messianic tradition is carried through 
by Mark, he makes Jesus the Messiah 
WMe some critics were thus denying all eschatology to Jesus 
towards the end of the nineteenth century others were moving m 
exactly the opposite direction. Stages in this new development 
we narked by three books, viz, Wilhelm Baldensperger’s Das 
Sdbstbemtssisan Jesu 1 m Ltchte der messiamschen Hoffnungen 
T™ Z Vt (l ? 88 )' Johannes Weiss’s Die Predigt Jesu vomRache 
Gottes (1893), and my own Das MessiantStsimd Ladens- 
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Geheimnis. Eitte Sktxze des Lthcns Jesu (1901).* Johannes Weiss 
shows the thoroughly eschatological character of Jesus’ preaching 
about the Kingdom of God, My contribution is to find the 
eschatological clue, not only to his preaching, but also to his life 
and work. 

Both Wrcde's book and nunc appeared in 2901. We both state 
briefly (Wredc in 268 pages, I m X09) the results to which we are 
led by our respective starting points and attitudes towards the 
text We both agree in recognizing that the thought of Jesus 
must have been either eschatological or non-eschatological, it could 
not have been both And we arc agreed in the conviction that 
the central problem in historical study of the life of Jesus, to which 
all others lead back, is that in the two oldest Gospels the Messiah- 
ship is a secret which must be kept until his death. 

The interpretation of this peculiar form of Messianic conscious- 
ness enables us to decide between the two schools of thought, and 
to see that the eschatological view is the nght one Wrcde has 
to make Mark responsible for the idea of a secret Mcssiahship 
But if we take the eschatological view, we see that it could not 
be otherwise Like the Kingdom of God, the Messiah belongs to 
the future and is supernatural Jesus expects to be changed into 
the Messiah-Son-of-Man, and to be recognized as such when the 
Kingdom of God arrives During the course of his earthly life 
he is not yet Messiah, and therefore cannot appear as such The 
coming exaltation is his secret, and must be kept secret by the 
disciples when they have become aware of it All that his 
ordinary hearers need to believe is that the Kingdom of God is at 
hand There is no question of wanting them also to believe m his 
coming Messiahship. The fact itself will shortly bnng it home to 
them 

Those who take the opposite view have to cut large sections out 
of the two oldest Gospels, as later additions, leaving only a 
thoroughly mutilated text, of which nothing can be made Those, 
on the other hand, who allow Jesus to think along eschatological 
lines can accept the text as it stands The trustworthiness of 
Matthew and Mark forces itself upon them all the time, being 
confirmed in a way hitherto inconceivable by the new light thrown 
by eschatology on their problems and meaning. 

The eschatological idea of the Tribulation preceding the 
appearance of the Messiah provides the explanation of the petition 
m the Lord's Prayer, "And lead us not into temptation (trial) 
but deliver us from the evil one," of the remarkable address to 
1 English edition The Mystery of the Kingdom of God 
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the disciples when they were sent out (Matthew 10), and of the 
Passion Secret The "trial" from which God will exempt the 
faithful is the tabulation in which, according to eschatology, they 
will be put into the hands of wicked world powers for a time, m 
order to make sure of their election to the Kingdom of God. This 
Messianic tabulation, which is to be expected as the result of the 
arrival of the Kingdom, includes the persecutions winch Jesus 
predicts for his disciples when he sends them forth to the cities of 
Israel to spread the news that the Kingdom is at hand. He must 
tell them what they will have to go through, that they may not 
be found unprepared It is clear from tins address that in the pre- 
Messiamc tabulation Jesus expects to suffer cruel persecution 
along with the faithful, if not actual death. 

Tins tabulation, however, fails to appear, and with it the 
coming of the Kingdom of God, which was to have taken place 
before the disciples had gone through the cities of Israel 
(Matthew io. 23). They return to Jesus without meeting any- 
thing of what he had led them to expect. 

Thereupon Jesus comes to the conclusion that God will absolve 
the faithful from the necessity of passing through the great 
tabulation if he, as future Messiah, voluntarily suffers and dies 
for them, applying to himself the passages in Isaiah 53 which 
speak of the Servant of God who gives his life for others. By thus 
bearing the whole pre-Messianic tabulation alone, he will 
inevitably usher in the Kingdom 

Believers need not understand anything of the meaning of his 
death They will discover that when they enter the Kingdom 
without passing through the tribulation His disciples learn the 
meaning from two great sayings, viz , "The Son of Man came, not 
to be ministered to, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many," and, when he gave the Cup at the Last Supper, "This is 
my blood of the Covenant, which is shed for many" (Mark 10 45 
and 14. 24) The majority of those saved by his death are the 
believers predestined to enter the Kingdom His self-sacrifice 
procures the answer to the petition m the Lord’s Prayer "And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one ' 

The other event in the eschatological programme, preceding and 
announcing the coming of the Kingdom, is the reappearance of 
Elijah Many passages show that Jesus was f amiliar with this 
idea^ which goes back to Malachi 4 5-6. But it is only in the 
tight of eschatological presuppositions that we can understand 
joim the Baptist’s question from his prison, the remarkable reply 
of Jesus, and his words to the people about John (Matthew 11) 
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John sends two of his disciples to ask Jesus whether he is "the 
Coming One " This greater figure who shall follow him, bap- 
tizing with Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3 11-12) does not mean 
for him the Messiah, as is usually taken for granted, but Eh] ah 
It is the latter who is expected when this world is brought to its 
predicted end People were not looking for the Messiah as a 
human personality in this world 

Jesus can only reply evasively to John's question, because he 
regards himself as the coming Messiah, not as Eh] ah, and this is 
a secret which he cannot reveal to John's messengers He there- 
fore bids them to report the miracles which they have seen or 
heard about, from which he can learn how near is the Kingdom of 
God The warning against being offended in him refers to the 
immine nt pre-Messiamc tabulation and to the h umili ation which 
he himself may have to suffer 

When the messengers have returned, Jesus tells the people that 
John himself is Elijah, “who should come" (Matthew zx 14) 
This being incomprehensible to the hearers, he adds, "if ye can 
receive it," and "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear " It 
is because he knows himself to be the Messiah and believes the 
prediction about the forerunner, that he sees the Baptist as Eh] ah, 
though neither John himself nor the people hold that view 

Eschatology alone gives sense to the theological riddle put by 
Jesus to the scribes in Jerusalem (Matthew 22 41-46) How can 
David address the Messiah, who is his descendant, as his Lord? 
The reference is to the Messianic noth Psalm, of which David was 
supposed to be the author "the Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
on my nght hand, till I put thine enemies under thy feet ” In 
making God address the Messiah m this way, David calls him 
"Lord ” 

The presupposition of this question is Jesus' consciousness of 
being descended from David and destined to be the Messiah In 
his earthly life he is thus David’s son, but as Messiah he will have 
a higher rank than his ancestor The Jewish scnbes could not 
answer the riddle because they were ignorant of his Messianic 
consciousness Neither could Christians, who knew of it, because 
they did not hold firmly that the Messiah is essentially super- 
natural 

The eschatological view of the Messianic banquet explains both 
the Last Supper and the feast with believers in Galilee Both 
poult to the Messianic banquet, at which Jesus shares with those 
who partake food consecrated by him through thanksgiving 
This finds expression m the closing words at the Last Supper 
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“But I say unto you, I will not dnnk henceforth of this fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I dnnk it new with you in my Father's 
Kingdom” (Matthew 26 29} Both feasts signify that those 
partaking are to sit at the table of the coming Messiah. The 
5,000 beside the sea of Galilee do not understand what it means 
when Jesus lets each guest have a small piece of the food brought 
by the disciples, after he has blessed it, and so the earliest tradition 
speaks of a miracle in which thousands are fed with a few loaves 
and fishes (Matthew 14 14-21) But neither this nor the last 
Supper was merely a meal for the satisfaction of hunger 

Eschatology thus explains for the first time the oldest tradition 
concerning the words and works of Jesus m matters great and 
small, and thereby establishes its trustworthiness beyond all 
conceivable doubt. 

The key is supplied by Matthew in the material which he adds to 
Mark, specially in the Address to the Twelve (10) and the sayings 
about John (11). 

The decisive point in the quest of the historical Jesus is not 
which of the two oldest Gospels is a trifle older than the other 
That, moreover, is a literaiy question which it is scarcely possible 
to answer. The historical problem of the life of Jesus cannot be 
recognized, much less solved, from the fragmentary record of 
Mark The differing narratives of the two oldest Gospels are 
equally valuable, but Matthew’s fulness gives it greater im- 
portance, and Baur and his school rightly gave it preference. 

The historical problem confronting the scientific student of the 
life of Jesus may be said to be solved in its essentials by the 
knowledge gamed from late- Jewish eschatology. 

* * * * 

Besides those which are the product of historical study, there 
are imaginative lives of Jesus, which put forward a claim to 
historicity, and also works which deny his historical existence 
Both of these types are fully dealt with in my book, because a 
thorough acquaintance with them enables one to see as variants 
of them present and future works of pseudo-history 

All imaginative lives of Jesus share the same tendency and 
outline Their tendency is to make Jesus the advocate of a secret 
system of the highest religious teaching, common to Greece, 
Egypt, Babylon and India He addresses himself to the Jews as 
their Messiah, sometimes in public, sometimes in more esoteric 
fashion, m order to persuade them to lay aside their external form 
of religion, with its corresponding Messianic ideal The outline 
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common to such writers binds Jesus very closely to a group of 
followers who accept this esoteric wisdom He is their tool 
They arrange his public appearance They stage his miracles, his 
condemnation and crucifixion Before he is quite dead, they 
take bun down from the Cross, and restore him to life in secret, 
so that he is able to spend some tune with his disciples as the 
Risen One, before actually dying 
According to this thesis, neither the evangelists nor the disciples 
know anything of the secret group Historical phantasies are 
required to answer the riddles which its narrative propounds 
More recent imaginative lives of Jesus appeal to what are 
supposed to be ancient documents recently discovered, which 
make possible an even more extensive use of phantasy. 

* * * * 

My book deals with practically all conceivable arguments 
against the historicity of Jesus Here also the old is always 
appealing m a new form 

The temptation to say that Jesus was not a historical person 
arises horn the fact that Greek and Roman secular literature 
contains no old and ongmal information about him The 
earliest reference to him occurs in the second decade of the second 
century, when Tacitus mentions him as the founder of the super- 
stitious and mischievous Christian community, upon which Nero 
fastened the guilt of the burning of Rome, and says that he was 
executed by Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius (Annals 
XV) Neither Tacitus nor Suetonius (69-141) has any knowledge 
of Jesus beyond what is found in the Christian tradition r Those 
who are not content to assume that profane historians omit any 
reference to Jesus because they took no notice of him may regard 
themselves as entitled to ascribe the attribution of Christianity to 
Jesus Christ to a religious movement which, for whatever reason, 
wished to give itself a historical basis 
The next step in this direction is to posit a movement of this 
kind as part of the religious ferment which took place in the 
Graeco-Roman world m toe first and second centimes of our era 
Bruno Bauer first did this in Chrtslus und die Casaren Der 
Ursprung des Chnstentums aus dem romtschen Gnechenfum (1877) 
It is also possible to treat Jesus as a figure of mythical origin, 
who later received historical characteristics, as was done by 
Charles Franpois Dupuis in Ongmes de tons les cultes (three 
volumes, the third year of the Repubhque), by Arthur Drews in 
The Christusmythe (igog), and by others Thus models for the 
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dying and rising Christ could be found in Graeco-oriental mytho- 
logical figures like Tammuz, Attis, Adonis and Osins. When this 
material fails unexpectedly to account for the me of a Christ 
myth, recourse is had to astral myths. Drews seizes upon one of 
these in his second edition (1911), and says that the crucified 
Christ is Orion, hanging with outstretched arms on the world-tree 
of the Milky Way, and surrounded by the signs of the Zodiac, 
which resemble a horde of evil-doers. 

To be in any way scientific, the mythical theory must not only 
explain his origin, which 15 difficult enough, but also show how this 
fictitious non-Jewish figure was introduced into the Judaism of 
the early Roman Empire— a hopeless undertaking. Why make 
him a preacher of the coming of the Kingdom of God, moving 
entirely within the circle of Jewish thought, and secretly holding 
himself to be the future Messiah? Why attnbute to him un- 
fulfilled predictions of impending persecutions and his own 
immediate coming as Son of Man upon the clouds of heaven? 

Subsequent attempts to disprove the existence of Jesus as a 
historical person are much more difficult than their predecessors. 
Formerly it was possible to argue that historical research could 
only produce a credible picture by discarding parts of the first two 
Gospels as nnauthentic, thus casting doubt over the whole record. 
The difference is not very great between this literary scepticism, 
due to the denial of eschatological views to Jesus, and doubts 
about his historical existence But now that Matthew and 
Mark, as they stand, give us an account of his personality and 
work that is comprehensible down to small details, it can be 
asserted that he actually does belong to Palestinian Judaism and 
to the period to which his death is assigned. The true under- 
standing of these two Gospels, made possible by eschatology, has 
dealt the death-blow to the mythical Jesus. This does not m«»n. 

however, that no further attempts will be made to revive the 
theory. 


* * * * 

Later works on the life of Jesus cannot be included here. The 
introduction of new chapters, owing to the size of the book, 
would necessitate considerable abbreviation of what I have 
aheady written But I cannot bring myself to spoil the 
thoroughness with which I have treated the earlier period. 

I therefore bequeath to another the task of introducing order 
mto the chaos of modem lives of Jesus, which I performed for 
the earlier period. 
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The latest literature on the subject does not seem to me likely 
to lead to any new presentation of the problem comparable with 
that which led to the earlier challenge to decide for or against the 
claim that the thought of Jesus was eschatological m character 
A decision so momentous is no longer possible. 

The decision m favour of eschatology is hardly likely to be 
questioned again It provides the only trustworthy due to the 
text of Matthew and Mark, allowing words to remain as they stand, 
with their ordinary meaning Otherwise, meanings have to be 
read into the text, and the sincere student must entertain far- 
reaching doubts as to its trustwor thin ess 

The fact remains, however, that the eschatological solution has 
not succeeded in dominating the latest writing on the life of Jesus, 
and is not within sight of doing so It is m the remarkable 
position of not being disproved and, at the same tune, not being 
fully recognized The reason for the latter is that its historical 
value is overshadowed by the difficulties which it raises for the 
traditional Christian faith 

It is an axiom for tradition that Jesus preached truth utterly 
beyond and above the time-process But this is contradicted by 
the eschatological picture of Jesus, which shows him sharing the 
expectations of his contemporaries Faith is asked to give up 
something which it has always held and cannot contemplate 
abandoning We may therefore expect lives of Jesus to go on 
being written, which try to avoid the challenge which has launched 
scientific research on a course from which it cannot turn bade 
These will make far-reaching concessions, as indeed they must, 
but all the same they will continue to believe that somehow Jesus 
thought m a way that was not eschatological Their aim is to 
pay due respect to history and at the same time give as little 
offence as possible to faith The old procedure is glossed over 
and made acceptable by the adoption of modern methods 

The latest excursions m this direction are of less interest and 
importance The supreme question for to-day and to-morrow is 
how to explain the relation of Christian faith with historical truth, 
and how to state the result of that relation It follows from 
lustoncal study of Jesus, early Christianity and the growth of 
dogma, that Christians arc faced with the difficult task of giving 
an account of the growth of their religion, and of maintaining that 
its present form is due to its devdopment No other religion has 
had to meet such a demand, or would have been equal to it 

The present situation compels faith to distinguish between the 
essence and the form of religious truth The ideas through which 
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it finds expression may change as time goes on, without destroying 
its essence Its brightness is not dimmed by what happens to it. 
Changing seems to make the ideas more transparent as means 
whereby the truth is revealed 

Historical research not only compels us to recognize change; 
it also shows us what is actually happening, viz., that the type 
of idea employed for the expression of religious truth becomes 
increasingly spiritual 

The Gospel of the Kingdom of God came into the world in its 
late-Jcwish form, which it could not retain. The Kingdom, 
expected to come immediately in supernatural fashion, fails to 
appear, and so does the Son of Man, who was to arrive on the 
clouds of heaven The situation thus created compelled believers 
to take a more and more spiritual view of the Kingdom of God 
and the Messiahship of Jesus, the former becoming a spiritual and 
ethical ideal to be realized in this world, and Jesus the spiritual 
Messiah who laid its foundation through his ethical teaching. So 
obvious did this appear that it was taken to be the view of Jesus 
himself, and his preaching was understood m this sense. All this 
involves overlooking the words of the first two Gospels, which 
create a different impression. 

Respect for historical truth, however, compels our faith to give 
up this naXveti, and to admit that it has been subject to develop- 
ment It can do this without being untrue to itself or to Jesus. 
It has become what it is under the pressure of a higher necessity, 
under the influence of the Spirit of Jesus 

It was Jesus who began to spiritualize the ideas of the Kingdom 
of God and the Messiah. He introduced into the late-Jewish 
conception of the Kingdom his strong ethical emphasis on love, 
making this, and the consistent practice of it, the indispensable 
condition of entrance. By so doing he charged the late-Jewish 
idea of the Kingdom of God with e thical forces, which trans- 
formed it into the spiritual and ethical reality with which we are 
familiar. Since the faith clung firmly to the ethical note, so domi- 
nant in the teaching of Jesus, it was able to reconcile and identify 
the two, neglecting those utterances in which Jesus voices the 
older eschatology 

Jesus is already the spiritual Messiah, as opposed to the 
Messiah of late-Jewish eschatology, in that he has the Messianic 
consciousness while living a human hf e in this world, and feels him- 
self called to awaken in men the desire for the spiritual qualifica- 
tion for entrance into the Kingdom Late-Jewish eschatology 
only sees the Messiah as the supernatural Lord of the supernatural 
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Kingdom of God It has no idea of his hist appearing on earth 
as a Servant in human form This came to birth in the conscious- 
ness of Jesus As the spiritual Lord of the spiritual Kingdo m of 
God on earth, he is the Lord who will rule in our hearts 

It may come as a stumbling-block to our faith to find that it was 
not Jesus himself who gave its perfect spiritual form to the truth 
which he brought into the world, but that it received this in the 
course of tame through the working of his Spirit But this is 
something which we have to overcome Such is our destiny 
The old word stall stands "My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts ” 
(Isaiah 55 8-9) 

Historical truth not only creates diffic ulties for faith, it also 
enriches it, by compelling it to ex amin e the importance of the 
work of the Spmt of Jesus for its growth and continuance The 
Gospel cannot simply be taken over, it must be appropriated in 
his Spirit What the Bible really offers us is his Spirit, as we find 
it in him, and in those who first came under its power Every 
conviction of faith must be tested by him Truth m the highest 
sense is that which is in the Sprat of Jesus 

The faith of the Protestant Church is not in the Church, but in 
Christ That lays upon it the necessity of being truthful in all 
things If it gives np the fearless pursuit of truth, it becomes but 
a shadow of itself — useless to Christianity and to the world 

Research into the life of Jesus proves the honesty of Protestant 
Christendom My presentation of its course makes an epoch of 
scientific Protestant theology live again for future generations 
May these share with their predecessors the determination to be 
truthful, and thereby he assured that unflinching trut h fu ln es s is 
an essential part of real religion 

We may take for our comfort, whenever historical science 
raises difficulties for faith, Paul’s words "We can do nothing 
against the truth, but for the truth" (II Cormthians 13 8). 


Lambardne, 1950 


Albert Schweitzer 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

By F C BURK1TT, D D 

1ATX PROFESSOR OF DIVINmr IM THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBWDOt 

The look here translated is offered to the English-speaking public in the 
belief that it sets before them, as no other book has ever done, the history 
of the struggle which the best-equipped intellects of the modern world 
have gone through in endeavouring to realise for themselves the historical 
personality of our Lord. 

Every one nowadays is aware that traditional Christian doctrine 
about Jesus Christ is encompassed with difficulties, and that many of the 
statements in the Gospels appear incredible in the light of modem views 
of history and nature But when the alternative of “ Jesus or Christ ” 
is put forward, as it has been in a recent publication, or when we 
are bidden to choose between the Jesus erf history and the Christ of 
dogma, fern except professed students know what a protean and 
kaleidoscopic figure the “ Jesus of history " is like the Christ in the 
Apocryphal Acts of John, He has appeared in different forms to 
different minds. “ We know Him right well J says Professor Weinel} 
What a claim / 

Among the many bold paradoxes enunciated in this history of the 
Quest, there is one that meets us at the outset, about which a few words 
may be said here, if only to encourage those to persevere to the end who 
might otherwise be repelled half-way — the paradox that the greatest 
attempts to write a Life of Jesus have been written with hate 1 It 
is in Ml accordance with this Jaith that Hr Schweitzer gives, in para- 
graph after paragraph, the undiluted expression oj the views of men who 
agree only in their unflinching desire to attain historical truth We 
are not accustomed to be so ruthless in England We sometimes tend 
to forget that the Gospel luis moved the world, and we think our faith 
and devotion to it so tender and delicate a thing that it will break, if it 
be not handled with the utmost meumspeetton So we become dominated 

1 Quoted fyJDr Inge in the Hilbert Journal far Jan i oto, * 438 I from “ Jena 
or Ckrtst,” f 32) 

* " Queil," y, 4 
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by phrases and afraid of them. Dr. Schweitzer is not afraid of phrases, 
if only they have been beaten out by real contact with fads And those 
who read to the end will see that the crude sarcasm of Reimarus and 
the unflinching- scepticism if Bruno Bauer are not introduced merely to 
shock and by way of contrast Bach in his own way made a real 
contribution to our understanding of the greatest historical problem 
in the history of our race We see now that the object of attack 
was not the historical Jesus after alii but a temporary idea of Dim, 
inadequate because it did not truly represent Him or the world in which 
He lived And by hearing the writers’ characteristic phrases , uncom- 
promising as they may be, by looking at things for a moment from their 
own point if mew, different as it may be from ours, we are able to be 
more just, not only to these men of a past age, but also to the great 
Problem that occupied them, as it also occupies us 

Per, as Pother Tyrrell has been pointing out in his last most 
impressive message to us all, Christianity is at the Cross Roods if 
the Figure if our Lord is to mean anything for us we must realise it 
for ourselves Most English readers if the New Testament have been 
too long content with the rough and ready Harmony of the Four 
Gospels that they unconsciously construct. This kind of "Harmony” 
is not a very convincing picture when looked into, if only because it 
almost always conflicts with inconvenient statements of the Gospels 
themselves, statements that have been omitted from the "Harmony? 
not on any reasoned theory, but simply from inadvertence or the difficulty 
of fitting them in We treat the Life if our Lord too muck as it is 
treated in the Liturgical “ Gospels? as a simple series of disconnected 
anecdotes. 

Dr. Schweitzer* s book does not pretend to be an impartial survey 
He has his own solution of Ihe problems, and it is not to be expected 
that English students will endorse the whole of his view of the Gospel 
History, any more than his German fellow-workers have done But 
valuable ard suggestive as L believe his constructive work to be m its 
main outlines, L verdure to think his grasp of Ihe nature and complexity 
of the great Quest is ever, more remarkable, and his exposition of it 
carrot fail to stimulate us in England ll’hatever we may think of 
Dr. Sel.wtifztds solution or that of Ids opponents, we too have to 
rectum a ith the Son of Man v.Jjo was expected to come bfore the apostles 
had gone aver the cities of Israel, the Son of Man who would come in 
His Kingdom before some that heard our Lord speak should taste death, 
the Son of Man who came to give Lhs life a ransom for many, whom 
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they would see hereafter coming with the clouds of heaven " Who is 
this Son of Man 1 * Dr Schwa feet’s hook is an attempt to give the 
full historical value and the true historical setting to these fundamental 
words of the Gospel of Jesus 

Our first duty, with the Gospel as with every other ancient document, 
is to interpret it with reference to its own time The true view of the 
Gospel will be that which explains the course of events in the first 
century and the second century , rather than that which seems to have 


spiritual and imaginative value for the twentieth eentuty Yet I 
cannot refrain from pointing out here one feature of the theory of 
thoroughgoing eschatology, winch may appeal to those who art accustomed 
to the venerable forms of ancient Christian aspiration and worship It 
may well be that absolute truth cannot be embodied in human thought 
and that its expression must always be clothed in symbols It may be 
that we have to translate the hopes and fears of our spiritual ancestors 
into the language of our new world. We have to learn, as the Church 


in the second century had to learn , that the End is not yet, that New 
Jerusalem, like all other objects of sense, is an image of the truth rather 
than the truth itself. But at least we are beginning to see that the 
apocalyptic vision, the New Age which God is to bring in, is no mere 
embroidery of Christianity, but the heart of its enthusiasm. And there- 
fore the expectations of vindication and judgment to come, the imagery 
of the Messianic Beast, the « olher-worldhness” against which so many 
eloquent words were said in the nineteenth century, are not to be 
regarded as regrettable accretions foisted on by superstition to the pure 
morality of the anginal Gospel These ideas are the Christian Hope, 
to be alkgonsed and “ spiritualised " by us for our own use whenever 
necessary, but not to be given up so long as we remain Christians at all 
Boohs which teach us boldly to trust the evidence of our documents, and 
to accept the eschatology of the Christian Gospel as bung historically the 
eschatology of Jesus, help us at the same time to retain a real meaning 
and use for the anaent phrases of the Te Deum, and for the mediaeval 
strain of “Jerusalem the Golden.” 


F. C. BURK ITT 


CCMaXIMB, 1910 . 
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THE PROBLEM 

When, at some future day, our period of civilisation shall lie, dosed 
and completed, before the eyes of later generations, German theology 
will stand out as a great, a unique phenomenon in the mental and 
spmtual life of our time For nowhere save in the German 
temperament can there be found in the same perfection the living 
complex of conditions and factors — of philosophic thought, 
critical acumen, historical insight, and religious feeling — without 
which no deep theology is possible 

And the greatest achievement of German theology is tbecntical 
investigation of the life of Jesus. What it has accomplished here 
has laid down the conditions and determined the course of the 
religious thinking of the future. 

In the history of doctrine its work has been negative; it has, 
so to speak, cleared the site for a new edifice of religious thought 
In describing how the ideas of Jesus were taken possession of by 
the Greek spirit, it was tracing the growth of that which must 
necessarily become strange to us, and as a matter of fact, has 
become strange to us. 

Of its efforts to create a new dogmatic we scarcely need to 
have the history written; it is alive within us. It is no doubt 
interesting to trace how modem thoughts have found their way 
into the ancient dogmatic system, there to combine with eternal 
ideas to form new constructions ; it is interesting to penetrate into 
the mind of the thinker in which this process is at work; but the 
real truth of that which here meets us as history we experience 
within ourselves As in the monad of Leibnitz the whole universe 
is reflected, so we intuitively experience within us, even apart from 
any clear historical knowledge, the successive stages of the progress 
of modem dogma, from mbonalism to Hitachi This experience is 
true knowledge, all the truer because we are conscious of the whole 
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as something indefinite, a slot? and difficult movement towards a 
goal which is still shrouded in obscunty We have not yet arrived 
at any reconciliation between history and modern thought— only 
between half-way history and half-way thought What the ultimate 
goal towards which we are moving will be, what this something is 
which shall bnng new life and new regulative principles to coming 
centuries, we do not know We can only dimly divine that it will 
be the mighty deed of some mighty original genius, whose truth and 
rightness will be proved by the fact that we, working at our poor 
half thing, will oppose him might and main — we who imagine we 
long for nothing more eagerly than a genius powerful enough to 
open up with authority a new path for the world, seeing that we 
cannot succeed m moving it forward along the track which we 
have so laboriously prepared 

For this reason the history of the critical study of the life of 
Jesus is of higher intrinsic value than the history of the study of 
ancient dogma or of the attempts to create a new one. It has to 
describe the most tremendous thing which the religious conscious- 
ness has ever dared and done In the study of the histoiy of 
dogma German theology settled its account with the past, in its 
attempt to create a new dogmatic^ it was endeavouring to keep a 
place for the religious life in the thought of the present, in 
the study of the life of Jesus it was working for the future — in 
pure faith in the truth, not seeing whereunto it wrought. 

Moreover, we are here dealing with the most vital thing in the 
world’s history. There came a Man to rule over the world; He 
ruled it for good and for ill, as history testifies , He destroyed the 
world into which He was bom , the spiritual life of our own time 
seems like to pensh at His hands, for He leads to battle against 
our thought a host of dead ideas, a ghostly army upon which death 
has no power, and Himself destroys again the truth and goodness 
which His Spint creates in us, so that it cannot rule the wrorld. 
That He continues^ notwithstanding, to reign as the alone Great 
and alone True m a world of which He denied the continuance, is 
the prune example of chat antithesis between spiritual and natural 
truth which underlies all life and all events, and m Him emeiges 
into the field of history 

It is only at first sight that the absolute indifference of early 
Christianity towards the life of the historical Jesus is disconcerting 
When Paul, representing those who recognise the signs of the 
times, did not desire to know Christ after the flesh, that was 
the first expression of the impulse of self-preservation by which 
Christianity continued to be guided for centuries It felt that 
with the introduction of the histone Jesus into its faith, there 
would arise something new, something which bad not been foreseen 
in the thoughts of the Master Himself and that thereby a con- 
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tradiction would be brought to light, the solution of which would 
constitute one of the great problems of the world. 

Primitive Christianity was therefore nght to live wholly in the 
future with the Christ who was to come, and to preserve of the 
histone Jesus only detached sayings, a few miracles, His death and 
resurrection By abolishing both the world and the histoncal 
Jesus it escaped the inner division desenbed above, and remained 
consistent m its point of view. We, on our part, have reason to 
be grateful to the early Chnstians that, m consequence of this 
attitude they have handed down to us, not biographies of Jesus but 
only Gospels, and that therefore we possess the Idea and the 
Person with the minimum of histoncal and contemporary 
limitations 

But the world continued to exist, and its continuance brought 
this one-sided view to an end. The supra-mundane Christ and 
the histoncal Jesus of Nazareth had to be brought together into 
a single personality at once histoncal and raised above time. 
That was accomplished by Gnosticism and the Logos Christology 
Both, from opposite standpoints, because they were seeking the 
same goal, agreed in sublimating the historical Jesus into the 
supra-mundane Idea. The result of this development, which 
followed on the discrediting of eschatology, was that the histoncal 
Jesus was again introduced into the field of view of Christianity, 
but m such a way that all justification for, and interest in, the 
investigation of His life and historical personality were done 
away with 


Greek theology was as indifferent in regard to the historical 
Jesus who hves concealed in the Gospels as was the early 
logical theology More than that, it was dangerous to Him; for it 
created a new supematural-histoncal Gospel, and we may consider 
it fortunate that the Synoptics were already so firmly established 
that the Fourth Gospel could not oust them j instead, the Church 
as though from the inner necessity of the antitheses which now 
began to be a constructive element in her thought, was obliged 
to set up two antithetic Gospels alongside of one another 

When at Chalcedon the West overcame the East, its doctrine 
of the two natures dissolved the unity of the Person, and thereby 
cut off the last possibility of a return to the histoncal Jesus The 
self-contradiction was elevated into a law But the Manhood was 
so far admitted as to preserve, in appearance* the nghts of history. 

5, * d f e P tlon the kept the Life pnsoner and 

prevented the leading spints of the Reformation from graspme the 
idea of a return to the histoncal Jesus, 6 F S e 

This dogma had first to be shattered before men could once more 

* e h,sloncal J® 08 - bef °re they could even grasp 
the thought of His existence. That the histone Jesus is something 
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different from the Jesus Christ of the doctnne of the Two Natures 
seems to us now self-evident We can, at the present day, scarcely 
imagine the long agony m which the historical view of the life of 
Jesus came to birth And even when He was once more recalled 
to life, He was still, like Lazarus of old, bound hand and foot with 
grave-clothes — the grave-clothes of the dogma of the Dual Nature 
Hase relates, in the preface to his first Life of Jesus (1829), that a 
worthy old gentleman, hearing of his project^ advised him to treat 
in the first part of the human, in the second of the divine Nature 
There was a fine simplicity about that But does not the simplicity 
cover a presentiment of the revolution of thought for which the 
historical method of study was preparing the way — a presentiment 
which those who were engaged m the work did not share m the 
same measure? It was fortunate that they did not, for otherwise 
how could they have had the courage to go on ? 

The historical investigation of the life of Jesus did not take its 
rise from a purely historical interest, it turned to the Jesus of 
history as an ally in the struggle against the tyranny of dogma 
Afterwards when it was freed from thus vaBo s it sought to present 
the histone Jesus m a form intelligible to its own tune: For Bahrdt 
and Ventunni He was the tool of a secret order They wrote 
under the impression of the immense influence exercised by the 
Order of the Illuminati 1 at the end of the eighteenth century For 
Remhard, Hess, Paulus, and the rest of the rationalistic wnters He 
is the admirable revealer of true virtue, which is coincident with 
nght reason Thus each successive epoch of theology found its 
own thoughts in Jesus , that was, indeed, the only way in which it 
could make Him live. 

But it was not only each epoch that found its reflection m Jesus, 
each individual created Him m accordance with his own character 
There is no historical task which so reveals a man’s true self as the 
writing of a Life of Jesus No vital force comes into the figure 
unless a man breathes into it all the hate or all the love of which 
he is capable. The stronger the love, or the stronger the hate, the 
more life-like is the figure which is produced For hate as well as 
love can write a Life of Jesus, and the greatest of them arc written 
with hate that of Rcimarus, the Wolfenbuttel Fragmentist, and 
that of David Fncdnch Strauss It was not so much hate of the 
Person of Jesus as of the supernatural nimbus with which it was 
so easy to surround Him, and with which He had in fact been 
surrounded They were eager to picture Him as truly and purely 
human, to sinp from Him the robes of splendour with which He 

1 An eider fcindcd in 1776 In Professor Adun Weishnupt of Ingolsladt in 
Bivina Its -ura mis the furtherance or rational religion as opposed to orthodox 
dogtiv, us o-gam-Tiion mis large!) modelled on that of the Jesuits At Its most 
Pou-tshini* period it rum b c-cd over 3000 members, including I lie rules* of several 
O 1 1 in States — 1 AAMLAlOr 
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had been apparelled, and clothe Him once more with the coarse 
garments in which He had walked in Galilee. 

And their hate sharpened their historical insight They 
advanced the study of the subject more than all the others put 
together. But for the offence which they gave, the science of 
historical theology would not have stood where it does to-day. “It 
must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom 
the offence cometh.” Reimarus evaded that woe by keeping the 
offence to himself and preserving silence during his lifetime — his 
work, “The Aims of Jesus and His Disciples,” was only published 
after his death, by Lessing. But in the case of Strauss, who, as a 
young man of twenty-seven, cast the offence openly in the face of 
the world, the woe fulfilled itself. His “life of Jesus” was his 
nun. But he did not cease to be proud of it in spite of all the 
misfortune that it brought him. “I might well bear a grudge 
against my book,” he writes twenty-five years later m the preface to 
the “ Conversations of Ulrich von Hutten ," 1 “ for it has done me 
much evil ('And rightly sol* the pious will exclaim). It has 
excluded me from public teaching in which I took pleasure and for 
winch I bad perhaps some talent; it has tom me from natural 
relationships and driven me into unnatural ones; it has mnd» my 
life a lonely one And yet when I consider what it would have 
meant if I had refused to utter the word which lay upon my soul, if 
I had suppressed the doubts which were at work in my mind — then 
I bless the hook which has doubtless done me grievous harm 
outwardly, but which preserved the inward health of my mind and 
heart, and, I doubt not, has done the same for many others also.” 

Before him, Bahrdt had his career broken in consequence of 
revealing his bekefe concerning the Life of Jesus; and after him. 
Bruno Bauer. 


It was easy for them, resolved as they were to open the way 
even with seeming blasphemy. But the others, those who tned 
to bring Jesus to life at the call of love, found it a cruel task to 
be honest The critical study of the life of Jesus has been for 
theology a school of honesty. The world had never seen before, 
and will never see again, a struggle for truth so full of pain and 
renunciation as that of which the Lives of Jesus of the last hundred 
yea® contain the cryptic record. One must lead the successive 
laves of Jesu s with which Hase followed the course of the study 
from the twenties to the ’seventies of the nineteenth century to get 
on mkiuig of what it must have cost the men who kvaTthrourii 
that decisive period really to maintain that “courageous freedom 

his firat Life of Jesus, claims for his researches. One see; in him 
the marks of the struggle with which he gnes up, bit by tat, things 
D. Fr. Stmuy, GcsfrScJu Uir«k v<m Hutten. Lcpng, x S6o. 
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which, when he wrote that preface^ he never dreamed he would 
have to surrender It was fortunate for these men that their 
sympathies sometimes obscured their critical vision, so that, without 
becoming insincere, they were able to take white clouds for distant 
mountains That was the kindly fate of Hase and Beyschlag 
The personal character of the study is not only due, however, 
to the fact that a personality can only be awakened to life by the 
touch of a personality ; it lies in the essential nature of the problem 
itself For the problem of the life of Jesus has no analogue m the 
field of histoiy No historical school has ever laid down canons 
for the investigation of this problem, no professional historian has 
ever lent his aid to theology m dealing with it Every ordinary 
method of historical investigation proves inadequate to the com- 
plexity of the conditions. The standards of ordinary historical 
science are here inadequate, its methods not immediately applicable 
The historical study of the life of Jesus has had to create its own 
methods for itself In the constant succession of unsuccessful 
attempts, five or six problems have emerged side by side which 
together constitute the fundamental problem There is, however, 
no direct method of solving the problem m its complexity , all that 
can be done is to experiment continuously, starting from definite 
assumptions, and m this experimentation the guiding principle 
must ultimately rest upon historical intuition. 

The cause of this lies in the nature of the sources of the life 
of Jesus, and in the character of our knowledge of the contemporary 
religious world of thought It is not that the sources are m them- 
selves bad When we have once made up our minds that we have 
not the materials for a complete Life of Jesus, but only for a pic- 
ture of His public ministry, it must be admitted that there are few 
characters of antiquity about whom we possess so much indubitably 
historical information, of whom we have so many authentic dis- 
courses The position is much more favourable, for instance, than 
m the case of Socrates , for he is pictured to us by literary men who 
exercised their creative ability upon the portrait Jesus stands 
much more immediately before us, because He was depicted by 
simple Christians without literary gift 

But at this point there anses a twofold difficulty There is 
first the fact that what has just been said applies only to the first 
three Gospels, while the fourth, as regards its character, historical 
data, and discourse material, forms a world of its own It is written 
from the Greek standpoint, while the first three are written from the 
Jewish And even if one could get over this, and regard, as has 
often been done, the Synoptics and the Fourth Gospel as standing 
in something of the same relation to one another as Xenophon 
docs to Plato as sources for the fare of Socrates, yet the complete 
irreconcilability of the historical data would compel the critical 
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investigator to decide from the first m favour of one source or the 
other. Once more it is found true that “No man can serve two 
masters’' This stringent dilemma was not recognised from the 
beginning , its emergence is one of the results of the whole course 
of experiment 

The second difficulty regarding the sources is the want of any 
thread of connexion in the material winch they offer us While 
the Synoptics are only collections of anecdotes (in the best, historical 
sense of the word), the Gospel of John — as stands on record in its 
closing words— only professes to give a selection of the events and 
discourses. 


From these materials we can only get a Life of Jesus with 
yawning gaps How are these gaps to be filled ? At the worst 
with phrases, at the best with historical imagination. There is 
really no other means of arriving at the order and inner connexion 
of the facts of the life of Jesus than the making and testing of 
hypotheses If the tradition preserved by the Synoptists really 
indudes all that happened during the time that Jesus was with His 
disciples, the attempt to discover the connexion must succeed sooner 
or later It becomes more and more dear that this presupposition 
is indispensable to the investigation. If it is merely a fortuitous 
senes of episodes that the Evangelists have handed down to us, we 
may give up the attempt to amveat a critical reconstruction of the 
life of Jesus as hopeless 


But it is not only the events which lack historical connexion, we 
are without any indication of a thread of connexion in the actions 
and discourses of Jesus, because the sources give no hint of the 
character of His self-consciousness. They confine themselves to 
outward facts We only begin to understand these historically 
when we can mentally place them in an intdhgible connexion and 
conceive them as the acts of a dearly defined personality. All 
that we know of the development of Jesus and of His Messianic 
self-consciousness has been arrived at by a senes of working hypo- 
theses. Our conclusions can only be considered valid so long as 
they axe not found incompatible with the recorded facts as a whole. 

It may be maintained by the aid of arguments drawn from the 
sources that the self-consciousness of Jesus underwent a develop 
ment dunng the course of His public ministry j it may, with equally 
good grounds, be denied For m both cases the arguments are 
basedupon little details in the narrative m regard to which we do 
not know whether they are purdy accidental, or whether they 
belong to the essence of the facts In each case, moreover, the 
experimental working out of the hypothesis leads to a condusion 
which compels the rejection of some of the actual data of the 
sources. Each view equally involves a violent treatment of the text 
Furthermore, the sources exhibit, each within itself, a striking 
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contradiction They assert that Jesus felt Himself to be the 
Messiah , and yet from their presentation of His life it does not 
appear that He ever publicly claimed to be so They attribute to 
Him, that is, an attitude which has absolutely no connexion with 
the consciousness which they assume that He possessed But once 
admit that the outward acts are not the natural expression of the 
self-consciousness and all exact historical knowledge is at an end, 
we have to do with an isolated fact which is not referable to 
any law. 

This being so, the only way of arriving at a conclusion of any 
\alue is to experiment, to test, by working diem out, die two 
hypotheses — that Jesus felt Himself to be the Messiah, as the 
sources assert, or that He did not fed Himself to be so, as His 
conduct implies , or else to try to conjecture what kind of Messianic 
consciousness His must have been, if it left His conduct and His 
discourses unaffected. For one dung is certain the whole account 
of the last days at Jerusalem would be unintelligible, if we had to 
suppose that the mass of the people had a shadow of a suspicion 
that Jesus held Himself to be the Messiah 

Again, whereas in general a personality is to some extent defined 
by the world of thought which it shares with its contemporaries, in 
the case of Jesus this source of information is as unsatisfactory as 
the documents 

What was the nature of the contemporary Jewish world of 
thought? To that question no dear answer can be given We do 
not know whether the expectation of the Messiah was generally 
current or whether it was the faith of a mere sect With the 
Mosaic religion as such it had nothing to do There was no 
organic connexion between the religion of legal observance and the 
future hope. Further, if the eschatological hope was generally 
current, was it the prophetic or the apocalyptic form of that hope ? 
We know the Messianic expectations of the prophets , we know the 
apocaljptic picture as drawn by Daniel, and, following him, by 
Enoch and the Psalms of Solomon before the coming of Jesus, and 
by the Apocalypses of Ezra and Baruch about the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem But we do not know nhich was the 
popular form ; nor, supposing that both were combined into one 
picture, what this picture really looked like. We know only the 
form of eschatology which meets us in the Gospels and m the 
Pauline epistles; that is to say, the form which it took in the 
Christian communit) in consequence of the coming of Jesus 
And to combine these three — the prophetic; the Late-Iewish 
apocalyptic, and the Christian — has not prosed possible 

Esen supposing we could obtain more exact information regard- 
ing the popular Messianic expectations at the time of Jesus 
should still not know vhat form they assumed in the self-conscious- 
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ness of One who knew Himself lo be the Messiah but held that the 
time was not yet come for Him to reveal Himself as such. Wc 
only know their aspect from without, as a waiting for the Messiah 
and the Messianic Age, we have no clue to their aspect from 
within as factors m the Messianic self-consciousness. Wc possess 
no psychology of the Messiah. The Evangelists have nothing to 
tell us about it, because Jesus told them nothing about it; the 
sources for the contemporary spiritual life inform us only concerning 
the eschatological expectation For the form of the Messianic self- 
consciousness of Jesus we have to fatl back upon conjecture. 

Such is the character of the problem, and, as a consequence, 
historical experiment must here take the place of historical research. 
That being so, it is easy to understand that to take a survey of the 
study of the life of Jesus is to be confronted, at first sight, with 
a scene of the most boundless confusion A series of experiments 
are repeated with constantly varying modifications suggested by 
the results furnished by the subsidiary sciences Most of the 
writers, however, have no suspicion that they are merely repeating 
an experiment which has often been made before Some of them 
discover this in the course of their work to their own great astonish- 
ment— it is so, for instance, with AVrede, who recognises that he 
i® working out, though doubtless with a clearer consciousness of 
his aim, an idea of Bruno Bauer’s 1 If old Rcimarus were to come 
back again, he might confidently give himself out to be the latest 
of the modems, for his work rests upon a recognition of the ex- 
clusive importance of eschatology, such as only recurs again in 
Johannes Weiss 


Progress, too, is cunously fitful, with long intervals of marking 
tune between the advances From Strauss down to the 'nineties 
there was no real progress, if one takes into consideration only the 
compete Lives of Jesus which appeared. But a number of separate 
problems took a more clearly defined form, so that m the end the 
general problem suddenly moved forward, as it seemed, with a jerk 
there is really no common standard by which to judge the 
works with which we have to do It is not the most orderly 
nmrauves, those which weave in conscientiously every detail of the 

haVe advanced the st “dy of the subject, but precisely 
the eccentric oue^ those that take the greatest liberties with the 

side , ! l b ,{ the mass of facts that a miter sets down along- 
tw c an0 * er 88 possible — because he writes easily and 
there is no one there to contradict him, and because facts on 
paper do not come into collision so sharply as they do in reality 
* * that way that he shows h« power of rec“nS£^ 
history, but by that which he recognises as impossible. The com 

^ le Messianic Secret in 
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struchons of Reimarus and Bruno Bauer have no solidity, they 
are mere products of the imagination But there is much more 
historical power m their clear grasp of a single definite problem, 
which has blinded them to all else, than there is in the circum- 
stantial works of Beyschlag and Bernard Weiss 

But once one has accustomed oneself to look for certain de- 
finite landmarks amid this apparent welter of confusion one begins 
at last to discover m vague outline the course followed, and the 
progress made, by the critical study of the life of Jesus 

It falls, immediately, into two periods, that before Strauss and 
that after Strauss The dominant interest in the first is the 
question of miracle. What terms are possible between a historical 
treatment and the acceptance of supernatural events? With the 
advent of Strauss this problem found a solution, m, that these 
events have no rightful place in the history, but are simply mythical 
elements m the sources The way was thus thrown open Mean- 
while, alongside of the problem of the supernatural, other problems 
had been dimly apprehended Reimarus had drawn attention to 
the contemporary eschatological views, Hase, in his first Life of 
Jesus (1829), had sought to trace a development m the self- 
consciousness of Jesus 

But on this point a clear view was impossible, because all the 
students of the subject were still basing their operations upon the 
harmony of the Synoptics and the Fourth Gospel; which means 
that they had not so far felt the need of a historically intelligible 
outline of the life of Jesus Here, too, Strauss was the light* 
bnngcr But the transient illumination was destined to be 
obscured by the Marcan hypothesis, 1 which now came to the 
front The necessity of choosing between John and the Synophsts 
was first fully established by the Tubingen school ; and the right 
relation of this question to the Marcan hypothesis was subsequently 
shown by Hollrmnnn 

While these discussions of the preliminary literary questions 
were in progress the mam historical problem of the life of Jesus 
was slowly rising into view The question began to be mooted 
whit was the significance of eschatology for the mind of Jesus? 
With this problem was associated, m virtue of an inner connexion 
which was not at first suspected, the problem of the self-conscious- 
ness of Jesus At the beginning of the ’nineties it was generally 
felt that, in the solution gnen to this dual problem, an in some 
measure assured knowledge of the outward and inward course of 
the life of Jesus had been reached At this point Johannes 
Weiss revived the comprehensive chum of Reimarus on behalf or 

1 lolhtaulhof'surtES'MheM-titniiliypoiliesis’' means the titer; thai Ihe Gospel 
o' Mul is nos only the e-vhest end most s tluible source for Ihe hots, hut imm 
from the o'her Go-pcb in cnbod\»ng n more or lew deir and bfetoneill/ hH«h|pbw 
new o f the con mi ion of noils See Chips X and XIV below — Tpat-M ator 



THE PRESENT POSITION 


XI 


eschatology; and scarcely had criticism adjusted its attitude to 
this question when Wrcde renew cd the attempt of Bauer and 
Volkmar to eliminate altogether the Messianic clement from the 
life of Jesus 

IVe are now once more in the midst of a period of great 
activity m the study of the subject. On the one side we are 
offered a historical solution, on the other a literary. The question 
at issue is Is it possible to explain the contradiction betneen the 
Messianic consciousness of Jesus and His non-Mcssianic discourses 
and actions by means of a conception "f His Messianic conscious- 
ness which will make it appear that He could not have acted 
otherwise than as the Evangelists describe , or must we endeavour to 
explain the contradiction by taking the non-Mcssianic discourses and 
actions as our fixed point, denying the reality of His Messianic self- 
consciousness and regarding it as a later interpolation of the beliefs 
of the Christian community into the life of Jesus? In the latter 
case the Evangelists are supposed to have attributed these Messianic 
claims to Jesus because the early Church held Him to be the 
Messiah, but to have contradicted themselves by describing His 
life as it actually was, viz , as the life of a prophet, not of one who 
held Himself to be the Messiah. To put it briefly: Does the 
difficulty of explaining the historical Dersonahty of Jesus he in the 
history itself, or only m the way in much it is represented in the 
sources ? 


This alternative will be discussed m all the critical studies of 
the next few years. Once clearly posed it compels a decision. 
But no one can really understand the problem who has not a clear 
notion of the way in which it has shaped itself m the course of the 


investigation ; no one can justly criticise, or appraise the value of, 
new contributions to the study of tins subject unless he knows in 
what fonns they have been presented before. 

The history of the study of the life of Jesus has hitherto 
received surpnsingly little attention Hase, in his Life of Jesus of 
1839, briefly records the previous attempts to deal with the subject 
nednch von Ammon, himself one of the most distinguished 
students in this department, in his “ Progress of Christianity,” 1 gives 
some information regarding “ the most notable biographies of Jesus 
of the last fifty years " In the year 1 86 S Uhlhora treated together 

th l L, 7 ^ 0fJesUS ° fRenan > Schen ^ el . an d Strauss, m 1876 Hase, 
in his History of Jesus,” gave the only complete literary history of 
e object, in 1892 Uhlhom extended his former lecture to 
include the works of Keim, Delff, Beyschlag, and Weiss, s ln i89 8 

? Kdntib '° n Amm0n> ** Chrattntuva, Le.pcg. 

na Ltben tn semen ntumn Darstellungen, 1892, five lectures. 



IS 


THE PROBLEM 


Fran teen described, in a short essay, the progress of the study since 
Strauss; 1 in 1899 and 1900 Baldensperger gave, in the Theologtscht 
Rundschau, a survey of the most recent publications, 1 Wemel's 
book, “Jesus in the Nineteenth Century,” naturallj only gives an 
analysis of a few classical works, Otto Schmiedel’s lecture on the 
“Mam Problems of the Critical Study of the Life of Jesus " (1902) 
merely sketches the history of the subject m broad outline 3 

Apart from scattered notices m histones of theology this is 
practically all the literature of the subject. There is room for an 
attempt to bnng order into the chaos of the Lives of Jesus Hase 
made ingenious compansons between them, but he was unable to 
group them according to inner principles, or to judge them 
justly Weisse is for him a feebler descendant of Strauss, Bruno 
Bauer is the victim of a fantastic imagination It would indeed 
have been difficult for Hase to discover in the works of his time 
any principle of division But now, when the literary and eschato- 
logical methods of solution have led to complementary results, when 
the post-Straussian period of investigation seems to hare reached a 
provisional close, and the goal to which it has been tending has 
become dear, the time seems npe for the attempt to trace 
genetically m the successive works the shaping of the problem as 
it now confronts us, and to give a systematic historical account 
of the critical studj of the life of Jesus. Our endeavour will be 
to furnish a graphic description of all the attempts to deal with 
the subject , and not to dismiss them with stock phrases or 
traditional labels, but to show clearly what they really did to 
advance the formulation of the problem, whether their con- 
temporaries recognised it or not. In accordance with this 
principle many famous Lives of Jesus which have prolonged an 
honoured existence through many successive editions, will make 
but a poor figure^ while others, which have received scant notice, 
will appear great. Behind Success comes Truth, and her reward is 
with her 

1 VV FrrnUen, Die " Lilrr-Jau ' Brrrptri; set! Slmaa, Oorjrn, 189B 

* They Rurdtchau, 11 5967(1890). ill 9-19(1900) 

» Von Sodcn 5 studv, Dev ch'ifi'er Fnr^en in Le x er Jem . 1904. b-lonc* he-e 
only in -1 \e-v limited se-i«e since 11 docs not seel, to show how the problems bate 
gradually cmc-ged Is the various Lncs of Jesus* 
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••Von dem Zwecke Jesu und sinner JOnger " Noch em Fragment des WolfenbOltel- 
schen Ungenaimlen HerausgcgLbcn von Gotthold Ephraim Lessing Braun- 
schweig, >778, 376 pp (The Aims of Jesus and His Disciples. A further 
Instalment of the anonymous Wolfenbflttel Fragments. Published bj Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing Brunswick, 1778 ) 

Johann Salonto Semler. Beantwortung der Fragmente ernes Ungenanntcn ms- 
besondere vom Zwecke jesu und seiner JQnger (Reply to the anonymous 
Fragments, especially to (hat entitled "The Anns of Jesus and His Disciples ”) 
Halle, 1779, 432 pp 

Befoke Reimarus, no one had attempted to form a historical 
conception of the life of Jesus Luther had not so much as felt 
that he cared to gain a clear idea of the order of the recorded 
events Speaking of the chronology of the cleansing of the 
Temple, which m John falls at the beginning, in the Synoptists 
near the dose, of Jesus’ public life, he remarks “The Gospels follow 
no order in recording the acts and miracles of Jesus, and the 
matter is not, after all, of much importance. If a difficulty arises 
in regard to the Holy Scripture and we cannot solve it, we must 
just let it alone." When the Lutheran theologians began to 
consider the question of harmonising the events, things were still 
worse Osiander (1498-1552), in his “Harmony of the Gospels,” 
maintained the principle that if an event is recorded more than 
once m the Gospels, in different connexions, it happened mows 
than once and m different connexions The daughter of Jairus was 
therefore raised from the dead several times , on one occasion Jesus 
allowed the devils whom He cast out of a single demoniac to enter 
into a herd of swine, on another occasion, those whom He cast 
out of two demoniacs , there were two cleansings of the Temple, 
and so forth 1 The correct view of the Synoptic Gospels as being 
interdependent was first formulated by Gnesbach. 

The only Life of Jesus written poor to the time of Reimarus 
which has any interest for us, was composed by a Jesuit m the 
1 Hase, Gtschichtc Jesu, 1876, pp it 3, 113 
*3 




LESSING PUBLISHES THE “FRAGMENTS" *5 

The Passing of the Israelites through the Red Sea. 

Showing that the books of the Old Testament were not written 
to reveal a Religion. 

Concerning the story of the Resurrection. 

The Aims of Jesus and His disciples. 

The monograph on the passing of the Israelites through the 
Red Sea is one of the ablest, wittiest, and most acute which has 
ever been written. It exposes all the impossibilities of the narrative 
, n the Fnestly Codex, and all the inconsistencies which anse from 
the combination of vanous sources; although Reimarus has not the 
slightest inkling that the separation of these sources would afford 
the real solution of the problem 

To say that the fragment on “The Aims of Jesus and His 
Disciples " is a magnificent piece of work is barely to do it justice. 
This essay is not only one of the greatest events in the history of 
criticism, it is also a masterpiece of general literature The 
language is as a rule crisp and terse, pointed and epigrammatic — 
the language of a man who is not “ engaged in literary composition " 
but is wholly concerned with the facts At times, however, it nses 
to heights of passionate feeling, and then it is as though the fires 
of a volcano w ere painting lurid pictures upon dark clouds. Seldom 
has there been a hate so eloquent, so lofty a scorn ; but then it is 
seldom that a work has been written in the just consciousness of so 
absolute a superiority to contemporary opinion. And withal, there 
is dignity and senous purpose , Rcimarus’s work is no pamphlet 
Lessing could not, of course, accept its standpoint. His idea 
of revelation, and his conception of the Person of Jesus, were 
much deeper than those of the Fragmcntist He was a thinker; 
Reimarus only a historian But this was the first time that a 
really historical mind, thoroughly conversant with the sources, had 
undertaken the criticism of the tradition. It was Lessing’s greatness 
that he grasped the significance of this criticism, and felt that it 
must lead either to the destruction or to the re-casting of the idea 
of revelation He recognised that the introduction of the histoncal 
element would transform and deepen rationalism. Convinced that 
the fateful moment had arrived, he disregarded the scruples of 
Reimarus's family and the objections of Nicolai and Mendelssohn, 
and, though inwardly trembling for that which he himself held 
sacred, he flnng the torch with his own hand 

Semler, at the close of his refutation of the fragment, ridicules 
its editor in the following apologue "A prisoner was once 
brought before the Lord Mayor of London on a charge of arson 
He had been seen coming down from the upper story of the 
burning house ‘Yesterday,’ so ran his defence, ‘about four 
o’clock I went into my neighbour’s store-room and saw there a 
burning candle which the servants had carelessly forgotten In 
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the course of the night it would have burned down, and set 
fire to the stans. To make sure that the fire should break out 
in the day-time; I threw some straw upon it. The fames burst 
out at the sky-light, the fire-engines came hurrying up, and the 
fire, which in the night might have been dangerous, was promptly 
extinguished.’ ' Why did you not yourself p*ck up the candle and 
put it out? ’ asked the Lord Mayor ‘ If I had put out the candle 
the servants would not have learned to be more careful ; now that 
there has been such a fuss about it, they will not be so careless 
m future.’ ‘Odd, very odd,’ said the Lord Mayors ‘he is not a 
criminal, only a little weak m the head.’ So he had him shot 
up in the mad-house, and there he lies to this day.” 

The story is extraordinarily apposite — only that Lessing was 
not mad; he knew quite well what he was doing H is object 
was to show how an unseen enemy had pushed his parallels up 
to the very walls, and to summon to the defence “some one who 
should be as nearly the ideal defender of religion as the Flagmen tist 
was the ideal assailan t.” Once; with prophetic insight into the 
future; he says: “The Christian traditions must be explained by 
the inner truth of Christianity, and no written traditions can give 
it that inner truth, if it does not itself possess it” 

Remains takes as his Starting-point the question regarding 
the content of the preaching of Jesus. “ We are justified,” he says, 
“in drawing an absolute distinction between the teaching of the 
Apostles in their writings and what Jesus Him self in His own 
lifetime proclaimed and taught” What belongs to the preaching 
of Jesus is clearly to be recognised. It is contained in two phrases 
of identical meaning, “ Repent, and believe the Gospel,"’ or, as it 
is put elsewhere, “Repent; for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 

The Kingdom of Heaven must however be understood “ac- 
cording to Jewish ways of thought” Neither Jesus nOT the 
Baptist ever explain tins expression; therefore they must hare 
been content to have it understood in its known and customary 
sense. That means that Jesus took His stand within the Jewish 
reLgion, and accepted its Messianic expectations without in any way 
correcting them. H He gives a new development to this rehgior 
it is only in so far that He proclaims as near at hand the realisation 
of ideals and hopes which were alive in thousands of hearts. 

There was thus no need for detailed instruction regarding tne 
nature of the Kingdom of Heaven ; the catechism and confession 
of the Cnurch at its commencement consisted of a single pnrase. 
Belief was not difficult: “they need only believe tne GospeJj 
namely that Jesus was about to bring in the Kingdom of Loa. 


1 The quotations inserted w-Jioit special tntrodjrioa are, c of 
Romanis. It is D* Scawoceers raed-od to lead np by a paragraph o' 
to one of these characteristic phrases. — T-iAiSLMUS. 
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As there were many among the Jews who were already waiting 
for the Kingdom of God, it was no wonder that m a few days, nay 
in a few hours, some thousands believed, although they had been 
told only that Jesus was the promised prophet. 

This was the sum total of what the disciples knew about the 
Kingdom of God when they were sent out by their Master to 
proclaim its coming Their hearers would naturally think of the 
customary meaning of the term and the hopes which attached 
themselves to it “The purpose of sending out such propagandists 
could only be that the Jews who groaned under the Roman joke 
and had long cherished the hope of deliverance should bestirred 
up all over Judaea and assemble themselves in their thousands ” 

Jesus must have known, too, that if the people believed His 
messengers they would look about for an earthly deliverer and turn 
to Him for this purpose. The Gospel, therefore, meant nothing 
more or less to all who heard it than that, under the leadership of 
Jesus, the Kingdom of Messiah was about to be brought in For 
them there was no difficulty in accepting the belief that He was 
the Messiah, the Son of God, for this belief did not involve 
anything metaphysical The nation was the Son of God; the 
kings of the covenant-people were Sons or God, the Messiah 
was m a pre-eminent sense the Son of God Thus even in His 
Messianic claims Jesus remained “within the limits or humanity” 
The fact that He did not need to explain to His contemporaries 
what He meant by the Kingdom of God constitutes a difficulty for 
us The parables do not enlighten us, for they presuppose a 
knowledge of the conception “If we could not gather from the 
writings of the Jews some further information as to what was under- 
stood at that time by the Messiah and the Kingdom of God, these 
points of primary importance would be very obscure and 
incomprehensible.” 


If, therefore, we desire to gam a historical understanding 
of Jesus’ teaching, we must leave behind what we learned in 
our catechism regarding the metaphysical Divine Sonship, the 
Trinity, and similar dogmatic conceptions, and go out into a wholly 
Jewish world of thought Only those who carry the teachings of 
the catechism back into the preaching of the Jewish Messiah will 
amve at the idea that He was the founder of a new religion. To 
all unprejudiced persons it is manifest “that Jesus had not the 
slightest intention of doing away with the Jewish rehgion and 
putting another in its place ” 

From Matt v *8 it is evident that Jesus did not break with 
e jLaw, but took His stand upon it unreservedly If there was 
anything at all new m His preaching, it was the righteousness which 
was requisite for the Kingdom of God The righteousness of the 
t-aw will no longer suffice m the time of the coming Kingdom; a 

a 
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new and deeper morality must come into being This demand is 
the only point in which the preaching of Jesus went beyond the 
ideas of His contemporaries But this new morality does not do 
away with the law, for He explains it as a fulfilment of the old 
commandments His followers, no doubly broke with the Law 
later on They did so, however, not m pursuance of a command of 
Jesus, but under the pressure of circumstances, at the time when 
they were forced out of Judaism and obliged to found a new 
religion 

Jesus shared the Jewish racial exclusiveness wholly and unre- 
servedly According to Matt x 5 He forbade His disciples to 
declare to the Gentiles the coming of the Kingdom of God 
Evidently, therefore, His purpose did not embrace them Had it 
been otherwise^ the hesitation of Peter m Acts x and xi , and the 
necessity of justifying the conversion of Cornelius, would be 
incomprehensible 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are no evidence that Jesus in- 
tended to found a new religion In the first place the genuineness 
of the command to baptize m Matt xxviu 19 is questionable, 
not only as a saying ascribed to the nsen Jesus, but also because it 
is universahstic in outlook, and because it implies the doctrine of 
the Trinity and, consequently, the metaphysical Divine Sonship of 
Jesus In this it is inconsistent with the earliest traditions regard- 
ing the practice of baptism in the Christian community, for m the 
earliest times, as we leam from the Acts and from Paul, it was the 
custom to baptize, not in the name of the Trinity, but in the name 
of Jesus, the Messiah 

But, furthermore, it is questionable whether Baptism really goes 
back to Jesus at all He Himself baptized no one in His own 
lifetime, and never commanded any of His converts to be baptized. 
So we cannot be sure about the origin of Baptism, though we can 
be sure of its meaning Baptism in the name of Jesus signified 
only that Jesus was the Messiah “ For the only change which the 
teaching of Jesus made in their religion was that whereas they had 
formerly believed in a Deliverer of Israel who was to come m the 
future, they now believed in a Deliverer who was already present ” 

The "Lord’s Supper,” again, was no new institution, but merely 
an episode at the last Paschal Meal of the Kingdom which was 
passing away, and was intended “as an anticipatory celebration of 
the Passover of the New Kingdom ” A Lord’s Supper in our sense, 
"cut loose from the Passover,” would have been inconceivable to 
Jesus, and not less so to His disciples 

It is useless to appeal to the miracles, any more than to the 
"Sacraments,” as evidence for the founding of a new religion In 
the first place, we have to remember what happens in the case of 
TY,ir?iripg handed down by tradition That Jesus effected cures, 
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which m the eyes of His contemporaries were miraculous, is not to 
be denied Their purpose was to prove Him to be the Messiah. 
He forbade these miracles to be made known, even in cases where 
they could not possibly be kept hidden, " with the sole purpose of 
making people more eager to talk of them ” Other miracles, 
however, have no basis in fact, but owe their place m the narrative 
to the feeling that the miracle-stones of the Old Testament must be 
repeated in the case of Jesus, but on a grander scale. He did 
no really miraculous works; otherwise, the demands for a sign 
would be incomprehensible. In Jerusalem when all the people 
were looking eagerly for an overwhelming manifestation of His 
Messiahship, what a tremendous effect a miracle would have pro- 
duced 1 If only a single miracle had been publicly, convincingly, 
undeniably, performed by Jesus before all the people on one of the 
great days of the Feast, such is human nature that all the people 
would at once have flocked to His standard. 


For this popular uprising, however, He wraited in vain. Twice 
He bdieved that it was near at hand. The first time was when 
He was sending out the disciples and said to them: "Ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel before the Son of Man conies ” 
(Matt x 23) He thought that, at the preaching of the disciples, 
the people would flock to Him from every quarter and immediately 
proclaim Him Messiah ,• but His expectation was disappointed 
The second time, He thought to bring about the decisive issue 
m Jerusalem He made His entry nding on an ass’s colt, that the 
Messianic prophecy of Zechanah might be fulfilled And the 
people actually did cry “ Hosanna to the Son of David ' ” Re- 
lying on the support of His followers He might now, He though^ 
tnd defiance to the authorities In the temple He arrogates to 
Himself supreme power, and m glowing words calls for an open 
revolt against the Sanhedrin and the Pharisees, on the ground that 
thqy have shut the doors of the Kingdom of Heaven and forbidden 
others to go in. There is no doubt, now, that He will cany the 
people with Him > Confident in the success of His cause, He closes 
“* f 63 . 1 ,nc f ndiar y harangue in Matt xxiii with the words 
truly from henceforth ye shall not see me again until ye 
say Blessed is he that cometh m the name of the Lord": that is, 
until they should hail Him as Messiah. ^ 

But the people in Jerusalem refused to nse, as the rialilgAanc 
had refused at the time when the disciples were sent out to rouse 
them The Council prepared for vigorous action The voluntary 
roncealment by which Jesus had thought to whet the eagemessof 
whZ*! 6 “‘voluntary Before His arrest He was over- 

a ^ d J 0n the cross He dosed His life with the 
wmds My God 1 my God » why hast Thou forsaken me ? ” « This 
avowal cannot, without violence, be interpreted otherwise than as 
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meaning that God had not aided Him m His aim and puipose as 
He nad hoped That shows that it had not been His purpose to 
sutler and die, but to establish an earthly kingdom and deliver the 
Jews from political oppression — and in that God’s help had failed 
Him " 

For the disciples this tum of affairs meant the destruction of 
all the dreams for the sake of which they bad followed Jesus For 
if they had given up anything on His account^ it was only in order 
to receive it again an hundredfold when they should openly take 
their places m the eyes of all the world as the fnends and ministers 
of the Messiah, as the rulers of the twelve tribes of Israel Jesus 
never disabused them of this sensuous hope, but, on the contrary, 
confirmed them m it When He put an end to the quarrel about 
pre-eminence, and when He answered the request of the sons of 
Zebedee, He did not attack the assumption that there were to be 
thrones and power, but only addressed Himself to the question how 
men were in the present to establish their claims to that position 
of authority 

All this implies that the time of the fulfilment of these hopes 
was not thought of by Jesus and His disciples as at all remote In 
Matt xvi a8, for example, He says “Truly I say unto you 
there are some standing here who shall not taste of death, till they 
see the Son of man coming m his kingdom ” There is no 
justification for twisting this about or explaining it away It simply 
means that Jesus promises the fulfilment of all Messianic hopes 
before the end of the existing generation 

Thus the disciples were prepared for anything rather than that 
which actually happened Jesus had never said a word to them 
about His dying and nsing again, otherwise they would not have 
so played the coward at His death, nor have been so astonished 
at His “resurrection ” The three or four sayings referring to these 
events must therefore have been put into His mouth later, in 
order to make it appear that He had foreseen these events in His 
ongmal plan 

How, then, did they get over this apparently annihilating blow t 
By falling back upon the second form of the Jewish Messianic hope 
Hitherto their thoughts, like those of their Master, had been domi 
natcd by the political ideal of the prophets — the scion of Dawd’s 
line who should appear as the political deliverer of the nation But 
alongside of that there existed another Messianic expectation which 
transferred everything to the supernatural sphere Appearing first 
in Daniel, this expectation can still be traced in the Apocalypses, m 
Justin's “ Dialogue with Trypho," and in certain Rabbinic sayings 
According to these — Reimarus makes use especially of the statements 
of Tnpho— the Messiah is to appear twice, once in human lowli- 
ness, the second time upon the clouds of heaven When the first 
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sysietna, as Reimarus calls it, was annihilated by the death of Jesus, 
the disciples brought forward the second, and gathered followers 
who shared their expectation of a second coming of Jesus the 
Messiah. In order to get rid of the difficulty of the death of 
Jesus, they gave it the significance of a spiritual redemption — 
which had not previously entered their field of vision or that of 
Jesus Himself. 

But this spiritual interpretation of His death would not have 
helped them if they had not also invented the resurrection 
Immediately after the death of Jesus, indeed, such an idea was far 
from their thoughts. They were in deadly fear and kept close 
within doors “Soon, however, one and another ventures to slip 
out They learn that no judicial search is being made for them " 
Then they consider what is to be done They did not take kindly 
to the idea of returning to their old haunts ; on their joumcyings 
the companions of the Messiah had forgotten how to work. They 
had seen that the preaching of the Kingdom of God will keep a 
man. Even when they had been sent out without wallet or money 
they had not lacked The women who are mentioned in Luke 
vm. s, 3, had made it their business to make good provision for 
the Messiah and His future ministers. 

Why not, then, continue this mode of life t They would surely 
find a sufficient number of faithful souls who would join them in 
directing their hopes towards a second coming of the Messiah, and 
while awaiting the future gloiy, would share their possessions with 
them So they stole the body of Jesus and hid it, and proclaimed 
to all the world that He would soon return They prudently 
waited, however, for fifty days before making this announcement; in 
order that the body, if it should be found, might be unrecognisable. 

What was much in their favour was the complete disorganisation 
of the Jewish state. Had there been an efficient police administra- 
tion the disciples would not have been able to plan this fraud and 
organise then- communistic fellowship But; as it was, the new 
society was not even subjected to any annoyance in consequence 
of the remarkable death of a mamed couple who were buned from 
the apostles' house, and the brotherhood was even allowed to 
confiscate their property to its own uses 

It appears, then, that the hope of the Parousia was the 
fundamental thing in primitive Christianity, which was a product of 
that hope much more than of the teaching of Jesus Accordingly, 
the mam problem of primitive dogmatics was the delay of the 
Parousia. Already in Paul’s time die problem was pressings and 
he had to set to work in 2 Thessalonians to discover all possible 
and impossible reasons why the Second Coming should be delayed 
Reimarus mercilessly exposes the position of the apostle, who was 
obliged to fob people off somehow or other The author of 2 P eter 
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has a much clearer notion of what he would be at, and undertakes 
to restore the confidence of Christendom once for all with the 
sophism of the thousand years which are in the sight of God ss 
one day, ignoring the fact that in the promise the reckoning was 
by man’s years, not by God's “ Nevertheless it served the turn 
of the Apostles so well with those simple early Christians, that 
after the first believers had been bemused with it, and the penod 
originally fixed had elapsed, the Christians of later generation^ 
including Fathers of the Church, could continue ever after to feed 
themselves with empty hopes ” The saying of Christ about the 
generation which should not die out before His return clearly 
fixes this event at no very distant date But since Jesus has not 
yet appeared upon the clouds of heaven “these words must be 
strained into meaning, not that generation, but the Jewish people 
Thus by exegetical art they are saved for ever, for the Jewish race 
will never die out ” 

In general, however, “the theologians of the present day skim 
lightly over the eschatological matenal in the Gospels because it 
does not chime in with their views, and assign to the coming of 
Christ upon die clouds quite a different purpose fiom that which 
it bears in the teaching of Chnst and His apostles ” Inasmuch 
as the non-fulfilment of its eschatology is not admitted, our 
Christianity rests upon a fraud In view of this fact, what is the 
evidential value of any miracle, even if it could be held to be 
authentic? “ No miracle would prove that two and two make five, 
or that a circle has four angles , and no miracles, however numerous, 
could remove a contradiction which lies on the surface of the 
teachings and records of Christianity.'' Nor is there any weight m 
the appeal to the ful ilraent of prophecy, for the cases m which 
Matthew countersigns it with the words “that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled" are all artificial and unreal, and for many incidents 
the stage was set by Jesus, or His disciples* or the Evangelists, 
with the deliberate purpose of presenting to the people a scene 
from the fulfilment of prophecy 

The sole argument which could save the credit of Christianity 
would be a proof that the Parousia had really taken place at the 
time for which it was announced, and obviously no such proof 
can be produced 

Such is Rcimarus’ reconstruction of the history We can well 
understand that his work must have given offence when it appeared, 
for it is a polemic, not an objective histoncal study But w e have 
no right simply to dismiss it m a word, as a Deistic production, 
as Otto Schmicdel, for example, does, 1 it is time that Rcimarus 
came to his own, and that we should recognise a historical 
performance of no mean order in this piece of Deistic polemics 
1 Olio SchmKdcl, Du UauftfiMau *r Uha-lm fmAurf TObiasra, 
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His work is perhaps the most splendid achievement in the whole 
course of the historical investigation of the life of Jesus, for he was 
the first to grasp the fact that the world of thought in which Jesus 
moved was essentially eschatological There is some justification 
for the animosity which fiames up in his writing. This historical 
truth had taken possession of his mind with such overwhelming 
force that he could no longer understand his contemporaries^ 
and could not away with their profession that their beliefs were, 
as they professed to be, directly derived from the preaching of 
Jesus. 

What added to the offence was that he saw the eschatology 
in a wrong perspective. He held that the Messianic ideal which 
dominated the preaching of Jesus was that of the political ruler, 
the son of David. All his other mistakes are the consequence of 
this fundamental error. It was, of course, a mere makeshift hypothesis 
to derive the beginnings of Christianity from an imposture. Historical 
science was not at that time sufficiently advanced to lead even the 
man who bad divined the fundamentally eschatological character 
of the preaching of Jesus onward to the historical solution of the 
problem ; it needed more than a hundred and twenty years to fill 
in the chasm which Reimarus had been forced to bridge with that 
makeshift hypothesis of h«, 

In the light of the dear perception of the of the 

problem which Reimarus had attained, the whole movement of 
theology, down to Johannes Weiss, appears retrograde. In all its 
work the thesis is ignored or obscured that Jesus, as a h is t o rical 
personality, is to be regarded, not as the founder of a new religion, 
but as the final product of the eschatological and apocalyptic 
thought of Late Judaism. Every sentence of Johannes Weiss’s Die 
Predigf Jem mm Reicht Goffes ( 1 89s) is a vindication, a reha bilita t ion. 
of Reimarus as a historical ihi nV^ 


Even so the traveller on the plain sees from afar the distant 
range of mountains. Then he loses sight of them again. His 
way winds slowly Upwards through the valleys, drawing ever 
nearer to the peaks, until at last, at a turn of the path, they stand 
before him, not in the shapes which they had seemed to take from 
toe distant plain, but in their actual forms Reimarus was the first 

elg u l !f? centu ” es of misconception, to have an inkling of 
what eschatdogy really was Then theology lost sight of it again, 
and it was not until after the lapse of more than a hundred yen* 
—5“ ca f? e * n vie " eschatology once more, now in its true form, 
so far as that can be historically determined, and only after it had 
10 the last, in all its historical researches by 
° ® Pl istak ® Reimarus — the assumption that the eschatology 

ws earthiy and political in character. Thus theology shared at 
east the error of the man whom it knew only as a Deist, not as an 
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historian, and whose true greatness was not recognised even by 
Strauss, though he raised a literary monument to him 

The solution offered by Rcimarus may be wrong , the data of 
observation from which he starts out are, beyond question, right, 
because the primary datum of all is genuinely historical He 
recognised that two systems of Messianic expectation were present 
side by side in Late Judaism He endeavoured to bring them into 
mutual relations in order to represent the actual movement of the 
history In so doing he made the mistake of placing them in 
consecutive order, ascnbmg to Jesus the political Son -of- David 
conception, and to the Apostles, after His death, the apocalyptic 
system based on Daniel, instead of superimposing one upon the 
other in such a way that the Messianic King might coincide with 
the Son of Man, and the ancient prophetic conception might be 
inscribed within the circumference of the Daniel descended apoca- 
lyptic, and raised along with it to the supeisensuous plane. But 
what matters the mistake in co'npanson with the fact that the 
problem was really grasped ? 

Reimarus felt that the absence m the preaching of Jesus of 
any definition of the pnncipal term (the Kingdom of God), in 
conjunction with the great and rapid success of His preaching con- 
stituted a problem, and he formulated the conception that Jesus 
was not a religious founder and teacher, but purely a preacher 

He brought the Synoptic and Johannine narratives into harmony 
by practically leaving the latter out of account The attitude of 
Jesus towards the law, and the process by which the disciples came 
to take up a freer attitude, was grasped and explained by him so 
accurately that modern historical science does not need to add a 
word, but would be well pleased if at least half the theologians of 
the present day had got as far 

Further, he recognised that primitive Christianity was not 
something which grew, so to speak, out of the teaching of Jesus, 
but that it came into being as a new creation, in consequence of 
events and circumstances which added something to that preach- 
ing which it did not previously contain , and that Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, in the historical sense of these terms, were not 
instituted by Jesus, but created by the early Church on the basis of 
certain historical assumptions 

Again, Reimarus felt that the fact that the “event of Easter 
was first proclaimed at Pentecost constituted a problem, and he 
sought a solution for it He recognised, further, that the solution 
of die problem of the life of Jesus calls for a combination of the 
methods of historical and literary criticism He felt that merely to 
emphasise the part played by eschatology would not suffice, but 
that it was necessary to assume a creative element in the tradition, 
to which he ascribed the miracles, the stones which turn on the 
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fulfilment of Messianic prophecy, the universalistic traits and the 
predictions of the passion and the resurrection. Like Wrcdc, too, 
he feels that the prescription of silence in the case of miracles of 
healing and of certain communications to the disciples constitutes a 
problem which demands solution. 

Still more remarkable is his eye for excgctical detail. He has 
an unfailing instinct for pregnant passages like Matt x. 23, xvi. 28, 
which are crucial for the interpretation of large masses of the 
history. The fact is there are some who are histonans by the grace 
of God, who from their mother’s womb ha\e an instinctive feeling 
for the real. They follow through all the intricacy and confusion 
of reported fact the pathway of reality, like a stream which, despite 
the rocks that encumber its course and the windings of its valley, 
finds its way inevitably to the sea. No erudition can supply the 
place of this histoncal instinct, but erudition sometimes serves a use- 
ful purpose, inasmuch as it produces in its possessors the pleasing 
belief that they are histonans, and thus secures their services for the 
cause of history In truth they are at best merely doing the pre- 
liminary spade-work of history’, collecting for a future histonan the 
dry bones of fact, from which, with the aid of his natural gift, he can 
recall the past to life More often, however, the way m which eru- 
dition seeks to serve history is by suppressing historical discovenes 
as long as possible, and leading out into the field to oppose the one 
true view an army of possibilities By arraying these in support of 
one another it finally imagines that it has created out of possibilities 
a living reality. 

This obstructive erudition is the special prerogative of theology, 
in which, even at the present day, a truly marvellous scholarship 
often serves only to blind the eyes to elementary truths, and to 
cause the artificial to be preferred to the naturak And this 
happens not only with those who deliberately shut thesr minds 
against new impressions, but also with those whose purpose is to 
go forward, and to whom their contemporaries look up as leaders. 
It was a typical illustration of this fact when Sender rose up and 
slew Reimarus m the name of scientific theology. 1 

Reimatus had discredited progressive theology Students — so 
Sender tells us in his preface — became unsettled and sought other 
callings The great Halle theologian — born m 1725 — the pioneer 
of the histoncal view of the Canon, the precursor of Barn in the 
reconstruction of pnmitive Chnstianity, was uiged to do away with 
the offence As Ongen of yore with Celsus, so Sender takes 
Reimarus sentence by sentence, in such a way that if his work 
were lost it could be recovered from the refutation The fact was 
that Sender had nothing in the nature of a complete or well- 

' Dsderiem also wrote a defence of Jesus against the Fiagmenttst Fragment* 
mi Antifragmente Nuremberg, 177S 
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articulated argument to oppose to him , therefore he inaugurated 
in his reply the “Yes, but” theology, which thereafter, for more 
than three generations, while it took, itself, the most various 
modifications, imagined that it had finally got nd of Reimaras and 
his discovery 

Reimarus — so ran the watchword of the guerrilla warfare which 
Semler waged against him — cannot be right, for he is one-sided 
Jesus and His disciples employed two methods of teaching* one 
sensuous, pictorial, drawn from the sphere of Jewish ideas, by which 
they adapted their meaning to the understanding of the multitude 
and endeavoured to raise diem to a higher way of thinking, and 
alongside of that a purely spiritual teaching which was independent 
of that kind of imagery Both methods of teaching continued to 
be used side by side, because there were always contemporary 
representatives of the two degrees of capability and the two kinds 
of temperament “This is historically so certain that the 
Fragmentist’s attack must inevitably be defeated at this point, 
because he takes account only of the sensuous representation " But 
his attack was not defeated What happened was that, owing to 
the respect m which Semler was held, and the absolute incapacity 
of contemporary theology to overtake the long stride forward made 
by Reimarus, his work was neglected, and the stimulus which it was 
capable of imparting failed to take effect He had no predecessors, 
neither had he any disciples His work is one of those supremely 
great works which pass and leave no trace, because they are 
before their time , to which later generations pay a just tribute of 
admiration, but owe no gratitude Indeed it would be truer to say 
that Reimarus hung a mill -stone about the neck of the rising 
theological science of his time. He avenged himself on Semler by 
shaking his faith in historical theology and even in the freedom of 
science in general By the end of the eighth decade of the century 
the Halle professor was beginning to retrace bis steps, was becoming 
more and more disloyal to the cause which he had formerly served , 
and he finally went so far as to give his approval to Wollner’s edict 
for the regulation of religion (1788) His friends attributed this 
change of front to senility — he died 1791 

Thus the magnificent overture in which are announced all the 
motifs of the future historical treatment of the life of Jesus breaks 
off with a sudden discord, remains isolated and incomplete and 
leads to nothing further. 
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Johann Jakob Hoes Gcschichte der drei lct/len Lcbcnsjnhre Jesu. (History of 
the I nst Three Years of the Life of Jesus ) 3 'ots , 1400 pp Lciprig-7uncb, 
1768-1770 , 3rd ed . 1774 ff > 7lh cd , 18*3 ff 

Pram Volkmar Balnhaid Versueh fiber den Plan, uclehen der Slifter der 
chnsthchcn Religion rum Beaten del Mensehheit enlwnrf (Essay upon the Plan 
uhich the Founder of the Christian Religion adopted for the Benefit of Mankind ) 
500 pp 1781 , 4th ed , 1798 , jth ed., 1830 Our account is based on the 
4th ed The 5th contains supplementary matter b) Heubner. 

Ernst August Opitz Preacher at Zschcppelm. Gcschichte und Charactcrzfigc 
Jesu. (History of Jesus, with a Delineation of His Character.) Jena and 
Leipzig, x8xa 488 pp 

Johann Adolph Jakohi. Superintendent at Waltershausen Die Gcschichte Jesu 
(hr denkende und gcmfilvolle Lew, t8x6 (The History of Jesus for thoughtful 
and sympathetic readers.) A second tolume, containing the history of the 
apostolic age, followed in x8i8. 

Johann Gottfried Herder Vora Erloser der Menschen Nach unsern drei ersten 
Evangehen (The Redeemer of men, os portrayed in our first three Gospels ) 
1796 Von Gottes Sohn, der Welt Heiland Nach Johannes Evnngdium. 



their origin and order Riga, published by Hartknoch, 1797 See Herder’s 
complete works, ed Suphan, vok ux, 

That thorough -going theological rationalism rtbich accepts only 
so much of rehgion as can justify itself at the bar of reason, and 
which conceives and represents the origin of religion m accordance 
with this principle, was preceded by a rationalism less complete, as 
yet not wholly dissociated from a simple-minded supematurahsm. 
Its point of view is one at which it is almost impossible for the 
modem man to place himself. Here, m a single consciousness, 
orthodoxy and rationalism he stratified in successne layers Here, 
to change the metaphor, rationalism surrounds religion without 
touching it, and, like a lake surrounding some ancient castle, 
mirrors its image with cunous refractions 

This half-developed rationalism was conscious of an impulse — 
it is the first time in the history of theology that this impulse 

*7 
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manifests itself — to write the Life of Jesus, at first without any 
suspicion whither this undertaking would lead it No rude hands 
were to be laid upon the doctrinal conception of Jesus, at least 
these writers had no intention of laying hands upon it Their 
purpose was simply to gam a clearer view of the course of our 
Lord’s earthly and human life The theologians who undertook 
this task thought of themselves as merely writing an histoncal 
supplement to the life of the God-Man Jesus These “ Lives ” are, 
therefore, composed according to the prescription of the “good 
old gentleman " who in 1829 advised the young Hase to treat first 
of the divine, and then of the human side of the life of Jesus 

The battle about miracle had not yet begun. But miracle no 
longer plays a part of any importance, it is a firmly established 
principle that the teaching of Jesus, and religion in general, hold 
their place solely m virtue of their inner reasonableness, not by the 
support of outward evidence. 

The only thing that is really rationalistic in these older works 
is the treatment of the teaching of Jesns Even those that retain 
the largest share of supernatural ism are as completely undogmatic 
as the more advanced m them reproduction of the discourses of the 
Great Teacher All of them make it a principle to lose no 
opportunity of reducing the number of miracles , where they can 
explain a miracle by natural causes, they do not hesitate for a 
moment But the deliberate rejection of all miracles, the elimina- 
tion of everything supernatural which intrudes itself into the life 
of Jesus, is still to seek. That principle was first consistently 
earned through by Faulus With these earlier writers it depends 
on the degree of enlightenment of the individual whether the 
irreducible minimum of the supernatural is laiger or smaller. 

Moreover, the period of this older rationalism, like every penod 
when human thought has been strong and vigorous, is wholly 
unhistoncal What it is looking for is not the past, but itself in 
the past For it, the problem of the life of Jesus is solved the 
moment it succeeds in bringing Jesus near to its own time, in 
portraying Him as the great teacher of virtue, and showing that 
His teaching is identical with the intellectual truth which rationalism 
deifies , 

The temporal limits of this half-and-half rationalism are difficult 
to define For the historical study of the life of Jesus the first 
landmark which it offers is the work of Hess, which appeared in 
1768 But it held its ground for a long time side by side wrt“ 
rationalism proper, which failed to drive it from the field A 
seventh edition of Hess’s Life of Jesus appeared as late as 18*3 J 
white a fifth edition of Remhard’s work saw the light in 183" 
And when Strauss struck the death-blow of out and-out rationalism, 
the half-and-half rationalism did not perish with it, but allied itselt 
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with the neo^upcrnaturalism which Straus* treatment of the hfr 
of Jesus had railed into being; and it still prolongs an oVrute 
existence in a certain section of conservative literature, though it 
has lost its best characteristics, its simple mindednctt and hottest)'. 
These older rationalistic Lives of Jesus are, from the avtheue 
point of view, among the least pleasing of all theological production' 
The sentimentality of the portraiture is boundless, ltuundlr*, 
also, and still more objectionable, is the want of rc'pcct for the 
language of Jesus He must speak in a rational and modern 
fashion, and accordingly all His utterances arc reproduced m a *t\ , e 
of the most polite modernity. None of the speeches are allowed 
to stand as they were spoken ; they are taken to pieces, paraphrased, 
and expanded, and sometimes, with the view of making them really 
hvely, they are recast in the mould of a freely invented dialogue. 
In all these Lives of Jesus, not a single one of llis sayings retains 
ns authentic form 

And yet we must not be unjust to these writers. What they 
aimed at was to bnng Jesus near to their own lime, and in so doing 
they became the pioneers of the historical study of llis life. The 
defects of their work in regard to aesthetic feeling and historical grasp 
are outweighed by the attractiveness of the purposeful, unprejudiced 
thinking which here awakens, stretches itself, and begins to move 
with freedom 


Johann Jakob Hess was born in 1 741 and died in rSsS. After 
working as a curate for seventeen years he became one of the 
assistant clergy at the Frauminster at Zurich, and later “Antistcs.” 

?^ dent ’ t f Synod - ln th,s ca P ac,1 y he guided the 
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excluding from the Gospel history events which are bound up with 
the Gospel revelation 

Above all, we must retain the supernatural birth and the 
bodily resurrection, because on the former depends the sinlessness 
of Jesus, on the latter the certainty of the general resurrection of 
the dead The temptation of Jesus m the wilderness was a 
stratagem of Satan by which he hoped to discover u whether Jesus 
of Nazareth was really so extraordinary a person that he would have 
cause to fear Him ” The resurrection of Lazarus is authentic 

But the Gospel narrative is rationalised whenever it can be done. 
It was not the demons, but the Gadarene demoniacs themselves, 
who rushed among the swine Alarmed by their Airy the whole 
herd plunged over the precipice into the lake and were drowned, 
while by this accommodation to the fixed idea of the demoniacs, 
Jesus effected their cure Perhaps, too, Hess conjectures, the Lord 
desired to test the Gadarenes, and to see whether they would attach 
greater importance to the good deed done to two of their number 
than to the loss of their swine This explanation, reinforced by 
its moral, held its ground in theology for some sixty years and 
passed over into a round dozen Lives of Jesus 

This plan of " presenting each occurrence m such a way that 
what is valuable and instructive in it immediately strikes the eye ” 
is followed out by Hess so faithfully that all clearness of impression 
is destroyed The parables are barely recognisable, swathed, as 
they are, in the mummy-wrappings of his paraphrase; and m most 
cases their meaning is complete!) travestied by the ethical or 
historical allusions which he finds in them The parable of the 
pounds is explained as referring to a man who went, like Archelaus, 
to Rome to obtain the kingship, while his subjects intrigued behind 
his back 

Of the peculiar beauty of the speech of Jesus not a trace 
remains The parable of the Sower, for instance; begins “A 
countryman went to sow his field, which lay beside a country-road, 
and was here and there rather rocky, and in some places weedy, but 
in general was well cultivated, and had a good sort of soil ” The 
beatitude upon the mourners appears m the following guise 
“Happy are they who amid the adversities of the present make the 
best of things and submit themselves with patience ; for such men, 
if they do not see better times here, shall certainly elsewhere receive 
comfort and consolation 11 The question addressed by the Pharisees 
to John the Baptist; and his answer, are given dialogue-wise, in 
fustian of this kind — The Pharisees " We are directed to enquire of 
you, in the name of our president, who you profess to be ? As 
people are at present expecting the Messiah, and seem not indisposed 
to accept you in that capacity, we are the more anxious that you 
should declare yourself with regard to your vocation and person ' 
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John : “The conclusion might have been drawn from my discourses 
that I was not the Messiah. Why should people attribute such 
lofty pretensions to me?” etc. In order to give the Gospels the 
true literary flavour, a characterisation is tacked on to each of the 
persons of the narrative In the ease of the disciples, for instance, 
this runs : “ They had sound common sense, but very limited insight ; 
the capacity to receive teaching, but an incapacity for reflective 
thought; a knowledge of their own weakness, but a difficulty in 
getting nd of old prejudices, sensibility to right feeling, but 
weakness in following out a pre-determined moral plan." 

The simplest occurrences give occasion for sentimental por- 
traiture. The saying “Except ye become as little children” is 
introduced m the following fashion: “Jesus called a boy who was 
standing near. The boy came. Jesus took his hand and told him 
to stand beside Him, nearer than any of His disciples, so that he 
had the foremost place among them. Then Jesus threw His arm 
round the boy and pressed him tenderly to His breast The 
disciples looked on in astonishment, wondering what this meant. 
Then He explained to them," etc In these expansions Hess does 
not always escape the ludicrous The saying of Jesus in John x. 9, 
“I am the door,” takes on the following form * “No one, whether 
he be sheep or shepherd, can come into the fold (if, that is to 
say, he follows the right way) except in so far as he knows me and 
is admitted by me, and included among the flock.” 


Remhard’s work is on a distinctly higher level The author 
was bom in 1753 In 1 79*i after he had worked for fourteen years 
as Docent m Wittenberg, he was appointed Senior Court rhn r lm n 
at Dresden He died in 181a 4 

“I am, as you know, a very prosaic person,” writes Remhard 
to a fnend, and in these words be has given an admirable character- 
isation of himself The writers who chiefly appeal to him are the 
ancient moralists; he acknowledges that he has learned more from 
them than from a “collegium homileticum.” In his celebrated 
System of Christian Ethics” (5 vols., 1788-1815) he makes 
copious use of them His sermons— they fill thirty-five volumes, 
and m their day were regarded as models— show some power and 
depth of thought, but are all cast in the same mould. He seems 
to have been haunted by a fear that it might some time befall him 
to admit into his mind a thought which was mystical or visionary, 
not justifiable by the laws of logic and the canons of the critical 
reason With all his philosophising and rationalising, however, 
certain pillars of the supernaturahshc view of history remain for 
him immovable 


, At , ° ne mi S ht be inclined to suppose that he frankly 

hared the belief in miracle He mentions the raising of the 
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widow’s son, and of Lazarus, and accepts as an authentic raying the 
command of the risen Jesus to baptize all nations But if we look 
more closely, we find that he deliberately brings very few miracles 
into his narrative, and the definition by which he disintegrates the 
conception of miracle from within leaves no doubt as to his own 
position What he says is this “ All that which we call miraculous 
and supernatural is to be understood as only relatively so, and 
implies nothing further than an obvious exception to what can be 
brought about by natural causes, so far as we know them and have 
experience of their capacity A cautious thinker will not venture 
in any single instance to pronounce an event to he so extraordinary 
that God could not have brought it about by the use of secondaiy 
causes, but must have intervened directly.” 

The case stands similarly with regard to the dmnity of Christ 
Remhard assumes it; but his “Life" is not directed to prove it, it 
leads only to the conclusion that the Founder of Christianity is to 
be regarded as a wonderful “ divine ” teacher In order to prove 
TTis uniqueness, Remhard has to show that His plan for the welfare 
of mankind was something incomparably higher than anything 
which hero or sage has ever striven for Remhard makes the first 
attempt to give an account of the teaching of Jesus which should 
be historical in the sense that all dogmatic considerations should 
be excluded. “Above all things, let us collect and examine the 
indications which we find m the writings of His companions 


regarding the designs which He had m view ” 

The plan of Jesus shows its greatness above all in its universality 
Remhard is well aware of the difficulty raised in this connexion by 
those sayings which assert the prerogative of Israel, and he discusses 
them at length He finds the solution in the assumption that 
Jesus in His own lifetime naturally confined Himself to working 
among His own people, and was content to indicate the future 
universal development of His plan 

With the intention "of introducing a universal change, tending 
to the benefit of the whole human race, ’’Jesus attaches His teaching 
to the Jewish eschatology It is only the form of His teaching 
however, which is affected by this, since He gives an entirely 
diff erent significance to the terms Kingdom of Heaven and Kingdom 
of God, referring them to a universal ethical reorganisation of 
mankind But His plan was entirely independent of politics He 
never based His claims upon His Davidic descent This was, 
indeed, the reason why He held aloof from His family Even the 
entry into Jerusalem had no Messianic significance. His plan was 
so entirely non-polihcal that He would, on the contraiy, hare 
welcomed the severance of all connexion between the state ana 
religion, in order to avoid the nsk of a conflict between these two 
powers. Remhard explains the voluntary death of Jesus as due to 
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this endeavour “He quitted the stage of the world by so early 
and shameful a death because He w ishcd to destroy at once and 
for ever the mistaken impression that He was aiming at the founda- 
tion of an earthly kingdom, and to turn the thoughts, wishes, and 
efforts of His disciples and companions into another channel ” 

In order to make the Kingdom of God a practical reality, it 
was necessary for Him to dissociate it from all the forces of this 
world, and to bring morality and religion into the closest connexion 
“The law of love was the indissoluble bond by which Jesus for 
ever united morality with religion” “Moral instruction was the 
principal content and the very essence of all His discourses " His 
efforts “were directed to the establishment of a purely ethical 
organisation.” 

It was important, therefore, to overthrow supetstition and to 
bring religion within the domain of reason First of ail the priest- 
hood must be deprived for ever of its influence. Then an improve- 
ment of the social condition of mankind must be introduced, since 
the level of morality depends upon social conditions Jesus was 
a social reformer. Through the attainment of “the highest 
perfection of which Society is capable, universal peace” was 
"gradually to be brought about ” 

But the point of primary importance for Him was the alliance 
of religion with reason. Reason was to maintain its freedom by 
the aid of religion, and religion was not to he withdrawn from the 
entical judgment of reason: all things were to be tested, and only 
the best retained 

“ Prom these data it is easy to determine the characteristics of 
a religion which is to be the religion of all mankind . it must be 
ethical, intelligible, and spiritual.” 

After the plan of Jesus has been expounded on these lines, 
Remhard shows, in the second part of his work, that, prior to Jesus, 
no great man of antiquity had devised a plan of beneficence of a 
scope commensurate with the whole human race In the third 
part the conclusion is drawn that Jesus is the uniquely divine 
Teacher 


But before the author can venture to draw this conclusion, he 
feels it necessary first to show that the plan of Jesus was no chimera 
It we were obliged to admit its impracticability Jesus would have 
to be Tanked with the visionaries and enthusiasts; and these, 
however noble and virtuous, can only injure the cause of rational 

religion Visionary enthusiasm and enlightened reason who that 

knows anything of the human mind can conceive these two as 

“Vttth BOul? ”, e But J esus ™ n ° visionary enthusiast. 

Jf* * * hat calmness, self-mastery, and cool determination does 
think out and pursue His divine purpose?’ By the truths 
which He revealed and declared to be divine communications He 


3 
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did not desire to put pressure upon the human mind, but only to 
guide it “ It would be impossible to show a more conscientious 
respect and a more delicate consideration for the rights of human 
reason than is shown by Jesus. He will conquer only by convinc- 
ing ” “ He is willing to bear with contradiction, and condescends 
to meet the most irrational objections and the most ill-natured mis- 
representations with the most incredible patience.” 

It was well for Reinhard that he had no suspicion how full of 
enthusiasm Jesus was, and how He trod reason under His feet I 

But what kind of relation was there between this rational religion 
taught by Jesus and the Christian theology which Reinhard accepted? 
How does be harmonise the symbolical view of Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper which he here expounds with ecclesiastical doctnne? 
How does he pass from the conception of the divine teacher to 
that of the Son of God ? 

This is a question which he does not feel himself obliged to 
answer. For him the one circle of thought revolves freely within 
the other, but they never come into contact with each other. 

So far as concerns the presentation of the teaching, the Life of 
Jesus by Opitz follows the same lines as that of Reinhard It is 
disfigured, however, by a number of lapses of taste, and by a crass 
supernaturalism in the description of the miracles and experiences 
of the Great Teacher. 


Jakobi writes "for thoughtful and sympathetic readers” He 
recognises that much of the miraculous is a later addition to the 
facts, but he has a rooted distrust of thoroughgoing rationalism, 
"whose would-be helpful explanations are often stranger than the 
miracles themselves” A certain amount of miracle must be 
maintained, but not for the purpose of founding belief upon it. 
"the miracles were not intended to authenticate the teaching of 
Jesus, but to surround His life with a guard of honour.” 1 


Whether Herder, in his two Lives of Jesus, is to be classed with 
the older rationalists is a question to which the answer must be 
“Yes, and No,” as m the case of every attempt to classify those 
men of lonely greatness who stand apart from their contemporaries, 
but who nevertheless are not m all points m advance of them 

Properly speaking, he has really nothing to do with the 
rationalists, since he is distinguished from them 6y the depth of 
his insight and his power of artistic apprehension, and he is far 
from shanng their lack of taste Further, his horizon embraces 
problems of which rationalism, even in its developed form, never 

i Thu U perhips the plxce to mention the account of tbe “ 
gi>ta la the tost part of I'lank t GathttUt ia Cinstenlumt GUlUnsea, »«»• 
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came in sight He recognises that all attempts to harmonise the 
Synoptists with John are unavailing; a conclusion which he had 
avowed earlier in his “Letters referring to the Study of Theology .” 1 
He grasps this incompatibility, it is true, rather by the aid of poetic; 
than of critical insight. “Since they cannot be united,” he writes 
m his “Life of Jesus according to John,” “they must be left 
standing independently, each evangelist with his own special merit. 
Man, Ox, Lion, and Eagle, they advance together, supporting 
the throne of glory, but they refuse to coalesce into a single form, 
to unite into a Diatessaron ” But to him belongs the honour of 
being the first and the only scholar, prior to Strauss, to recognise that 
the life of Jesus can be construed either according to the Synoptists, 
or according to John, but that a Life of Jesus based on the four 
Gospels is a monstrosity In view of this intuitive historical 
grasp, it is not surprising that the commentaries of the theologians 
were an abomination to him 

The fourth Gospel is, in his view, not a primitive historical 
source, but a protest against the narrowness of the “Palestinian 
Gospels” It gives free play, as the circumstances of the time 
demanded, to Greek ideas “There was need, in addition to 
those earlier, purely historical Gospels, of a Gospel at once 
theological and historical, like that of John,” m which Jesus should 
bei presented, not as the Jewish Messiah, “but as the Saviour of 
the World." 


The additions and omissions of this Gospel are alike skilfully 
planned It retains only those miracles which are symbols of a 
continuous permanent miracle, through which the Saviour of the 
World works constantly, umntermittently, among mm The 
Johanmne miracles are not there for their own sakes The cures 
of demoniacs are not even represented among them These had 
no interest for the Graeco-Roman world, and the Evangelist was 
unwilling “that this Palestinian superstition should become a 
permanent feature of Christianity, to be a reproach of scoffers or a 
belief of the foolish.” His recording of the raising of Lazarus is, 
in spite of the silence of the Synoptists, easily explicable. The 
latter could not yet tell the story “ without exposing a family which 
was still living near Jerusalem to the fury of that hatred which 
had sworn with an oath to put Lazarus to death ” John, however 
coidd recount it without scruple, “for by this time Jerusalem wai! 
probably in rums, and the hospitable family of Bethany were 
perhaps already with their Fnend in the other world ” This most 
naive of explanations is reproduced in a whole series of Lives of 
Jesus 


In dealing with the Synoptists, Herder grasps the problem with 

1,1 ed ” *»•-*■*■ 
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the same intuitive insight. Mark is no epitomist, but the creator of 
the archetype of the Synoptic representation “The Gospel of 
Mark is not an epitome; it is an original Gospel. What the 
others have, and he has not, has been added by them, not omitted 
by him. Consequently Mark is a witness to an original, shorter 
Gospel-scheme, to which the additional matter of the otneis ought 
properly to be regarded as a supplement.” 

Mark is the “unomamented central column, or plain foundation 
stone, on which the others rest.” The birth-stories of Matthew and 
Luke are “a new growth to meet new needs” The different 
tendencies, also, point to a later period. Mark is still comparatively 
friendly towards the Jews, because Christianity had not yet separated 
itsdf from Judaism. Matthew is more hostile towards them 
because his Gospel was written at a time when Christians bad given 
up the hope of maintaining amicable relations with the Jews and 
were groaning under the pressure of persecution It is for that 
reason that the Jesus of the Matthaean discourses lays so much 
stress upon TTis second coming, and presupposes the rejection of 
the Jewish nation as something already in bang, a sign of the 
approaching end. 

Pure history, ho .even is as little to be looked for in the first 
three Gospels as in the fourth. They are the sacred epic of Jesus 
the Messiah, and model the history of their hero upon the prophetic 
words of the Old Testament In this view, also. Herder is a pre- 


cursor of Strauss 

In essence, however, Herder represents a protest of art against 
theology. The Gospels, if we are to find the life of Jesus in them, 
must be read, not with pedantic learning but with taste Prom 
this point of view, miracles cease to offend. Neither Old Testament 
prophecies, nor predictions of Jesus, nor miracles, can be adduced 
as evidence for the Gospel; the Gospel is its own evidence 
The mirarlp-s stand outside the possibility of proof, and belong to 
mere “Church belief," which ought to lose itself more and more m the 
pure GospeL Yet miracles, in a limited sense, are to be accepted 
on the ground of the histone evidence. To refuse to admit tins is 
to be like the Indian king who denied the existence of ice because 
he had never seen anything like it. Jesus, in order to help His 
mira- le-loving age, reconciled Himself to the necessity of perform- 
ing nniades But, in any case, the reality of a miracle is of small 
moment in comparison with its symbolic value. 

In this, therefore, Herder, though m his grasp of many problems 
he was more than a generation in advance of his time, belongs to 
the primitive rationalists. He allows the supernatural to intrude 
into the events of the life of Jesus, and does not fed that the 
adoption of the historical standpoint involves the necessity ot doing 
away with miracle He contributed much to the deanng up ot 
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ideas, but by evading the question of miracle he slurred over a 
difficulty which needed to be faced and solved before it should 
be possible to entertain the hope of forming a really historical con- 
ception of the life of Jesus In reading Herder one is apt to fancy 
that it would be possible to pass straight on to Strauss. In reality, 
it was necessary that a very prosaic spirit, Faulus, should intervene, 
and should attack the question of miracle from a purely historical 
standpoint, before Strauss could give expression to the ideas of 
Herder in an effectual way, / 1 in such a way as to produce offence 
The fact is that in theology the most revolutionary ideas arc 
swallowed quite readily so long as they smooth their passage by a 
few small concessions It is only when a spicule of bone stands 
out obstinately and causes choking that theology begins to take 
note of dangerous ideas. Strauss is Herder with just that little 
bone sticking out — the absolute denial of miracle on historical 
grounds. That is to say, Strauss is a Herder who has behind 
him the uncompromising rationalism of Faulus. 
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Karl Friedrich Bahrdt Bncfe liber die Bibel lm Volkston Sine Wochenschrlft 
von einem Prediger auf dem Lands. (Popular Letters about the Bible A 
weekly paper by a country clergyman )] Ft Dost, Halle, 178a 816 pp 

Ausfiihrung des Plans und Zwecks Jesa In Bnefen an Wahrhat suchende Leser 
(An Explanation of the Plans and Aims of Jesus In letters addressed to 
readers who seek the truth ) iz vols , embracing 3000 pp August Mylius, 
Berlin, 1784—1793 This work is a sequel to the Popular Letters about the Bible 
Die shmthchen Reden Jesu aus den Evangelisten ausgezogen (The Whole of the 
Discourses of Jesus, extracted from the Gospels ) Berlin, 1786 
Karl Heinrich Tentunni Natilrliche Geschichte des gross en Prophet en von 
Nazareth. (A Non-superuatural History of the Great Prophet of Nazareth ) 
Bethlehem (Copenhagen), zst ed , i8oo-r8oa , 2nd ed , 1806 4 vols , 

embracing 3700 pp The work appeared anonymously The description given 
below is based on the and ed , which shows dependence, in some of the 
exegetical details, upon the then recently published commentaries of Panhis 

It is strange to notice how often m the history of our subject a few 
imperfectly equipped free-lancw have attacked and attempted to 
carry the decisive positions before the ordered ranks of professional 
theology have pushed their advance to these decisive points 

Thus, it was the fictitious “Lives" of Bahrdt and Ventunm 
which, at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth 
centuries, first attempted to apply, with logical consistency, a non- 
supernatural interpretation to the miracle stones of the Gospel 
Further, these writers were the first who, instead of contenting them- 
selves with the simple reproduction of the successive sections of the 
Gospel narrative, endeavoured to grasp the inner connexion of cause 
and effect in the events and experiences of the life of Jesus Since 
they found no such connexion indicated in the Gospels, they had to 
supply it for themselves The particular form which their explana- 
tion takes — the hypothesis of a secret society of which Jesus is the 
tool — is, it is true, rather a sorry makeshift Yet, in a sense, these 
Lives of Jesus, for all their colouring of fiction, are the first which 
deserve the name The rationalists, and even Paulus, confine 
themselves to describing the teaching of Jesus, Bahrdt and Ventunm 
make a bold attempt to paint the portrait of Jesus Himself It « 
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not sorpnsing that their portraiture is at once crude and fantastic, 
like the earliest attempts of art to represent the human figure in 
living movement 

Karl Friedrich Bahrdt was bom in 1741 at Bischofswerda. 
Endo wed with brilliant abilities, he made, owing to a bad up- 
bringing and an undisciplined sensuous nature, a miserable failure. 
After being first Catechist and afterwards Professor Extraordinary 
of Sacred Philology at Leipzig, he was, in 1766, requested to resign 
on account of scandalous life. After various adventures, and after 
holding for a time a professorship at Giessen, he received under 
Frederick’s minister Zedlitz authorisation to lecture at Halle. 
There he lectured to nearly nine hundred students who were 
attracted by his inspiring eloquence. The government upheld him, 
in spite of his serious failings, with the double motive of annoying 
the faculty and maintaining the freedom of learning. After the 
death of Frederick the Great, Bahrdt had to resign his post, 
and took to keeping an irm at a vineyard near Halle. By ridiculing 
Wollner’s edict (1788), he brought on himself a year of confine- 
ment m a fortress He died in disrepute, in 179a. 

Bahrdt bad begun as an orthodox cleric. In Halle he gave up 
his belief in revelation, and endeavoured to explain religion on the 
ground of reason. To this period belong the "Popular Letters 
about the Bible,” which were afterwards continued In the further 
senes, “An Explanation of the Plans and Aims of Jesus.” 

His treatment of the life of Jesus has been too severely cen- 
sured. The work is not without passages which show a real depth 
of feeling, especially in the continually recurring explanations re- 
garding the relation of belief in miracle to true faith, in which the 
actual description of the life of Jesus lies embedded. And the 
remarks about the teaching of Jesus are not always commonplace. 
But the paraphernalia of dialogues of portentous length make it, 
as a whole, formless and inartistic. The introduction of a galaxy 
of imaginary characters — Haram, Schimah, Avel, L immah, and the 
like — is nothing less than bewildering. 

Bahrdt finds the key to the explanation of the life of Jesus 
in the appearance in the Gospel narrative of Nicodemus and Joseph 
of Arimathea. They are not disciples of Jesus, but belong to the 
upper classes ; what rfile, then, can they have played in the life 
of Jesus, and how came they to intercede on His behalf? They 
were Essen es This Order had secret members in all ranks of 
society, even in the Sanhedrin. It had set itself the task of detaching 
the nation from its sensuous Messianic hopes and leading it to a 
higher knowledge of spiritual truths It had the most widespread 
ramifications, extending to Babylon and to Egypt. In order to 
deliver the people from the limitations of the national faith, which 
could only lead to disturbance and insurrection, they must find a 
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Messiah who would destroy these false Messianic e\pectations 
They were therefore on the look-out for a claimant of the Messiah 
ship whom they could make subservient to then: aims 

Jesus came under the notice of the Order immediately after 
His birth As a child He was watched over at every step by the 
Brethren At the feasts at Jerusalem Alexandrian Jews, secret 
members of the Essen e Order, put themselves into communication 
with Him, explained to Him the falsity of the priests, inspired Him 
with a horror of the bloody sacrifices of the Temple, and made mm 
acquainted with Socrates and Plato This is set forth in dialogues 
of a hundred pages long At the story of the death of Socrates, the 
boy bursts into a tempest of sobs which His friends are unable to 
calm. He longs to emulate the martyr-death of the great Athenian 

On the market-place at Nazareth a mysterious Persian gives 
Him two sovereign remedies — one for affections of the eye, the 
other for nervous disorders 

His father does his best for Him, teaching Him, along with 
His cousin John, afterwards the Baptist; about virtue and im- 
mortality A pnest belonging to the Essene Order, who makes their 
acquaintance disguised as a shepherd, and takes part m their con- 
versations, leads the lads deeper into the knowledge of wisdom 
At twelve years old, Jesus is already so far advanced that He aTgues 
with the Scnbes in the Temple concerning miracles, maintaining 
the thesis that they are impossible 

When they feel themselves ready to appear m public the two 
cousins take counsel together how they can best help the people 
They agree to open the eyes of the people regarding the tyrannj 
and hypocrisy of the pnests Through Haram, a prominent 
member of the Essene Order, Luke the physician is introduced tc 


Jesus and places all his science at His disposal 

In order to produce any effect they were obliged to practise 
accommodation to the superstitions of the people; and introduce 
their wisdom to them under the garb of folly, m the hope that, 
beguiled by its attractive extenor, the people would admit into 
their minds the revelation of rational truth, and after a time be 
able to emancipate themselves from superstition Jesus, therefore, 
sees Himself obliged to appear in the r&le of the Messiah ol 
popular expectation, and to make up His mind to work by means 
of miracles and illusions About this He felt the gravest scruples 
He was obliged, however, to obey the Order; and His scruples 
were quieted by the reminder of the lofty end which was to be 
reached by these means. At last, when it is pointed out to Him 
that even Moses had followed the same plan, He submits to the 
necessity The influential Order undertakes the duty of stage- 
managing the miracles, and that of maintaining His father On 
the reception of Jesus into the number of the Brethren of the I 
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Degree of the -Order it is made known to Him that these Brethren 
are bound to face death in the cause of the Order , but that the 
Order, on its part, undertakes so to use the machinery and influence 
at its disposal that the last extremity shall always be avoided and 
the Brother mysteriously preserved from death 

Then begins the cleverly staged drama by means of which the 
people are to be converted to rational religion. The members of 
the Order are divided into three classes : The Baptized, The 
Disciples, The Chosen Ones The Baptized receive only the 
usual popular teaching; the Disciples are admitted to further 
knowledge, but are not entrusted with the highest mysteries; the 
Chosen Ones, who in the Gospels are also spoken of as “ Angels,” 
are admitted into all wisdom As the Apostles were only members 
of the Second Degtee, they had not the smallest suspicion of the 
secret machinery which was at work. Their pan m the drama 
of the Life of Jesus was that of zealous " supers ” The Gospels 
which they composed therefore report, in perfect good faith, 
miracles which were really clever illusions produced by the Esscnes, 
and they depict the life of Jesus only as seen by the populace 
from the outside 


It is therefore not always possible for us to discover how the 
events which they record as miracles actually came about But 
whether they took place in one way or another — and as to this 
we can sometimes get a clue from a hint in the text — it is certain 
that m all cases the process was natural. With reference to the 
feeding of the five thousand, Babrdt remarks: “It is more reason- 
able here to think of a thousand ways by which Jesus might have 
had sufficient supplies of bread at hand, and by the distribution of 
it have shamed the disciples’ lack of courage; than to believe in a 
miracle” The explanation which he himself prefers is that the 
Order haa collected a great quantity of bread in a cave and 
this was gradually handed out to Jesus, who stood at the concealed 
entrance and took some every time the apostles were occupied in 
distributing the former supply to the multitude. The walking on 
tte sea is to be explained by supposing that Jesus walked towards 
the disciples over the surface of a great floating raft; while they, 
mrt being able to see the raft, must needs suppose a miracle. 
When Peter tried to walk on the water he failed miserably The 
miracles of healing are to be attributed to the art of Luke. He 
also called die attention of Jesus to remarkable cases of apparent 
H ° **“? took m hand > an* 1 restored the apparently 
£5 £ » f rr0wln S, ^ lends In such cases, however, the 
Lord never felled expressly to inform the disciples that the persons 

rtf' dC % d „ however « drd not permit this asS^ 
. . d ?£ nve * era of their fait b in the miracle which they felt they 
had themselves witnessed. y 
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In teaching, Jesus had two methods . one, exoteric; simple, for 
the world; the other, esoteric, mystic, for the initiate. "No 
attentive reader of the Bible,” says Bahrdt; “can fail to notice 
that Jesus made use of two different styles of speech Sometimes 
He spoke so plainly and m such universally intelligible language 
and declared truths so simple and so well adapted to the general 
comprehension of mankind that even the simplest could follow 
Him At other times he spoke so mystically, so obscurely, and 
in so veiled a fashion that words and thoughts alike baffled the 
inderstandings of ordinary people, and even by more practised 
minds were not to be grasped without close reflection, so that we 
are told m John vi 6a that ‘many of His disciples, when they 
heard this, said, This is an hard saying, who can hear it?' And 
Jesus Himself did not deny it; but only told them that the reason 
of their not understanding His sayings lay m their prejudices, which 
made them interpret everything literally and materially, and over- 
look the ethical meaning which underlay His figurative language” 
Most of these mystical discourses are to be found in John, who 
seems to have preserved for us the greater part of the secret 
teaching imparted to the initiate The key to the understanding 
of this esotenc teaching is to be found, therefore* in the prologue 
to John’s Gospel, and m the sayings about the new birth “To be 
bom again ” is identical with the degree of perfection which was 
attained in the highest class of the Brotherhood 

The members of the Order met on appointed days in caves 
among the hills When we are told in the Gospels that Jesus 
went alone into a mountain to pray, this means that He repaired 
to one of these secret gatherings, but the disciple^ of course, knew 
nothing about that The Order had its hidden caves eveiy where, 
in Galilee as well as in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem B 

“Only by sensuous means can sensuous ideas be overcome 
The Jewish Messiah must die and rise again, m order that the 
false conceptions of the Messiah which were cherished by the 
multitude might be destroyed in the moment of their fulfilment— 
that is, might be spiritualised Nicodemus, Haram, and Luke met 
m a cave in order to take counsel how they might bring about 
the death of Jesus m a way favourable to their plans Luke 
guaranteed that by the aid of powerful drugs which he would give 
Hun the Lord should be enabled to endure the utmost pain and 
suffering and yet resist death for a long time. Nicodemus under- 
took so S to work matters in the Sanhednn that the execution should 
follow immediately upon the sentence, and the crucified 
only a short time upSn the cross At this moment Jem ™hed 
mto the cave He had scarcely had time to replace the stone 
“Si ft. “«»nce. Z dodr : 1-d a b. - jP-g* 

over the rocks by hired assassins He Himself is firmly resolved 
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to die, but care must be taken that He shall not be simply 
assassinated, or the w hole plan fails. If He falls by the assassin's 
knife, no resurrection mil be possible. 

In the end, the piece is staged to perfection. Jesus provokes 
the authorities by His triumphal Messianic entry. The unsus- 
pected Esscnes in the council urge on His arrest and secure His 
condemnation — though Pilate almost frustrates all their plans by 
acquitting Him. Jesus, by uttering a loud cry and immediately 
afterwards bowing His head, shows every appearance of a sudden 
death. The centurion has been bribed not to allow any of His 
bones to be broken Then comes Joseph of Ramath, as Bahrdt 
prefers to call Joseph of Arimathea, and removes the body to the 
cave of the Essenes, where he immediately commences measures of 
resuscitation. As Luke had prepared the body of the Messiah by 
means of strengthening medicines to resist the fearful ill-usage 
which He had gone through — the being dragged about and beaten 
and finally crucified — these efforts were crowned with success. In 
the cave the most strengthening nutriment was supplied to Him. 
“Since the humours of the body were in a thoroughly healthy 
condition. His wounds healed very readily, and by the third day 
He was able to walk, in spite of the fact that the wounds made by 
the nails were still open ” 

On the morning of the third day they forced away the stone 
which closed the mouth of the grave. As Jesus was descending 
the rocky slopes the watch awakened and took to flight in alarm. 
One of the Essenes appeared, in the garb of an angel, to the 
women and announced to them the resurrection of Jesus Shortly 
afterwards the Lord appeared to Mary. At the sound of His 
voice she recognises Him. “Thereupon Jesus tells her that He 
!S going to His Father (to heaven — in the mystic sense of the 
word — that is to say, to the Chosen Ones m their peaceful dwell- 
ings of truth and blessedness— to the circle of His faithful friends, 
among whom He continued to live, unseen by the world, but still 
working for the advancement of His purpose). He bade her tell 
His disciples that He was alive." 

From His place of concealment He appeared several times to 
His disciples Finally He bade them meet Him at the Mount of 
Olives, near Bethany, and there took leave of them. After ex- 
Mirting them, and embracing each of them in turn, He tore 
Himself away from them and walked away up the mountain 
there stood those poor men, amazed — beside themselves with 
sorrow — and looked after Him as long as they could. But as He 
mounted higher, He entered ever deeper into the cloud which lay 
upon the hill-top, until finally He was no longer to be seen. The 
cloud received Him out of their right.” 

From the mountain He returned to the chief lodge of the 
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Brotherhood Only at rare intervals did He again intervene in 
active life— as on the occasion when He appeared to Paul upon 
the road to Damascus Bui, though unseen, He continued to 
direct the destinies of the community until His death 


Venturing "Non-supematural History of the Great Prophet of 
Nazareth is related to Bahrdt’s work as the finished picture to the 
sketch. * 

Karl Heinnch Venturini was born at Brunswick in 1768 On 
the completion of his theological studies he vainly endeavoured to 
secure a post as Docent in the theological faculty at Hclmstadt or 
as Librarian at Wolfenbuttcl, 

His life was blameless and his personal piety beyond reproach, 
but he was considered to be too free in his ideas The Duke of 
Brunswick was personally well disposed towards him, but did not 
venture to give him a post on the teaching staff m face of the 
opposition of the consistories He w as reduced to earning a bare 
pittance by literary work, and finally in 1806 was thankful to 
accept a small Irving in Hordorf near Brunswick He then 
abandoned theological writing and devoted his energies to recording 
the events of contemporary history, of which he published a yearly 
chronicle — a proceeding which under the Napoleonic rigime was 
not always unattended with nsk, as he more than once had occasion 
to experience He continued this undertaking till 1841. In 1849 
death released him from his tasks 

Ventunni’s fundamental assumption is that it was impossibly 
even for the noblest spirit of mankind, to make Himself understood 
by the Judaism of His time except by clothing His spiritual teaching 
m a sensuous garb calculated to please the oriental imagination, 

“ and, m general, by bringing His higher spiritual world into such 
relations with the lower sensuous world of those whom He wished 
to teach as was necessary to the accomplishment of His aims” 
"God’s Messenger was morally bound to perform miracles for the 
Jews These miracles had an ethical purpose, and were especially 
designed to counteract the impression made by the supposed miracles 
of the deceivers of the people, and thus to hasten the overthrow of 
the kingdom of Satan ” 

For modern medical science the miracles are not miraculous 
He never healed without medicaments and ahsays earned His 
“portable medicine chest” with Him. In the case of the Syro- 
phoemcian woman’s daughter, for example^ we can still detect m the 
narrative a hint of the actual course of events The mother 
explains the case to Jesus After enquiring where her dwelling was 
he made a sign to John, and continued to hold her in conversation 
The disciple went to the daughter and gave her a sedative; and 
when the mother returned she found her child cured. 



R. H VENTURINI 


45 


The raisings from the dead were cases of coma. The naturc- 
mirades vere due to a profound acquaintance with the powers of 
Nature and the order of her processes They involve fore-knowledge 
rather than control. 

Many miracle stories rest on obvious misunderstandings. 
Nothing could be simpler than the explanation of the miracle at 
Cana Jesus had brought with Him as a wedding-gift some jars of 
good wine and had put them aside m another room. When the 
nine was finished and His mother became anxious, He still allowed 
the guests to wait a little, as the stone vessels for purification had not 
yet been filled with water. When that had been done He ordered 
the servants to pour out some of his wine, but to tell no one whence 
it came. When John, as an old man, wrote his Gospel, he got all 
this rather mixed up — had not indeed observed it very closely at 
the time, "had perhaps been the least thing merry himself,” says 
Ventunni, and had believed m the mirade with the rest Perhaps, 
too, he had not ventured to ask Jesus for an explanation, for he 
had only become His disciple a few days before 

The members of the Essene Order had watched over the child 
Jesus even in Egypt. As He grew older they took charge of His 
education along with that of His cousin, John, and trained them 
both for their work as deliverers of the people. Whereas the nation 
as a whole looked to an insurrection as the means of its deliverance, 
they knew that freedom could only be achieved by means of a 
spiritual renewal. Once Jesus and John met a band of insuigents : 
Jesus worked on them so powerfully by His fervid speech that they 
recognised the impiousness of their puipose One of them sprang 
towards Him and laid down his arms ; it was Simon, who afterwards 
became His disciple. 

When Jesus was about thirty years old, and, owing to the deep 
experiences of His inner life, had really far outgrown the aims of 
toe Essene Order, He entered upon His office by riem»nrim g 
baptism from John. Just as this was taking place a thunderstorm 
broke, and a dove, frightened by the lightning, fluttered round the 
head of Jesus, Both Jesus and John took this as a sign that the 
hour appointed by God had come 

. £, he temptations in the wilderness, and upon the pinnacle of 
the Temple, were due to the machinations of the Pharisee Zado k, 
who pretended enter into the plans of Jesus and feigned admira- 
tion for Him in order the more surely to entrap Him. It was 
ladofc, too, who stirred up opposition to Him in the Sanhednn. 

But Jesus did not succeed in destroying the old Messianic belief 
w h its earthly aims The hatred of the leading circles against 
tiim grew, although He avoided everything "that could offend their 
prejudices It was for this reason that He even forbade His 
oisciples to preach the Gospel beyond the borders of Jewish 
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territory. He paid the temple-tax, also, although he had no fiwd 
abode. When the collector went to Peter about it, the following 
dialogue took place 

Tax-collector {drawing Peter aside) Tell me, Simon, does the 
Rabbi pa y the didrachraa to the Temple treasury, or should we not 
trouble Him about it? 

Peter Why shouldn’t He pay it ? Why do you ask ? 

Tax-collector It’s been owing from both of you since last 
Nisan, as our books show We did not like to remind your Master, 
out of reverence. 

Ptter I’ll tell Him at once. He will certainly pay the tax 
You need have no fear about that. 

Tax-collector That’s good That will put everything straight^ 
and we shall have no trouble over our accounts Good-bye 1 

When Jesus hears of it He commands Peter to go and catch 
a fish, and to take care, in removing the hook, not to tear its 
mouth, that it may be fit for salting (') In that case it will doubtless 
be worth a slater 

The time arrived when an important move must be made. In 
full conclave of the Secret Society it was resolved that Jesus should 
go up to Jerusalem and there publicly proclaim Himself as the 
Messiah Then He was to endeavour to disabuse the people of 
their earthly Messianic expectations. 

The triumphal entry succeeded The whole people hailed Hun 
with acclamations. But when He tried to substitute for their picture 
of the Messiah one of a different character, and spoke of times of 
severe trial which should come npon all, when He showed Himself 
but seldom m the Temple, instead of taking His place at the head 
of the people, they began to doubt Him 

Jesus was suddenly arrested and put to death. Here, then, 
the death is not, as in Bahrdt, a piece of play-acting, stage-managed 
by the Secret Society Jesus really expected to die, and only to 
meet His disciples again m the eternal life of the other world. 
But when He so soon gate up the ghost, Joseph of Anmathea was 
moved by some vague premonition to hasten at once to Pontius 
Pilate and make request for His body. He offers the Procurator 
money Pilate ( sternly and emphatically) “ Dost thou also mistake 
me? Am I, then, such an insatiable miser? Still, thou art a 

jew how could this people do me justice? Know, then, that a 

Roman can honour true nobility wherever he may find it {He sits 
down and writes some words on a strip of parchment) Gnc this to 
the captain of the guard Thou shall be permitted to remove the 
body I ask nothing for this It is granted to thee freely " 

«• A tender embrace from his wife rewarded the noble deed ot 
the Roman, while Joseph left the Fraetonum, and with Nicodemus, 
who was impatiently awaiting him, hastened to Golgotha 1 There 
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he received the body; he washed it, anointed it with spices, and 
laid it on a bed of moss in the rock-hewn grate From the blood 
which was still flowing from the wound m the side, he ventured 
to draw a hopeful augury, and sent word to the Essene Brethren. 
They had a hold close by, and promised to watch over the body 
In the first four-and-twenty hours no movement of life showed 
itself Then came the earthquake. In the midst of the terrible 
commotion a Brother, in the white robes of the Order, was making 
his way to the grave by a secret path When he, illumined by a flash 
of lightning, suddenly appeared abo\e the grave, and at the same 
moment the earth shook violently, panic seized the watch, and they 
fled In the morning the Brother hears a sound from the grave * 
Jesus is moving The whole Order hastens to the spot, and Jesus 
is removed to their Lodge Two brethren remain at the grave — 
these were the “angels” whom the women saw later Jesus, in 
the dress of a gardener, is afterwards recognised by Mary Magdalene 
Later, He comes out at intervals from the hiding-place, where He 
is kept by the Brethren, and appears to the disciples After forty 
days He took Has leave of them His strength was exhausted 
The farewell scene gave nse to the mistaken impression of His 
Ascension. 

From the historical point of view these lives are not such 
contemptible performances as might be supposed There is 
much penetrating observation in them. Bahrdt and Ventunni are 
nght in feeling that the connexion of events in the life of Jesus 
has to be discovered ; the Gospels give only a senes of occurrences, 
and offer no explanation why they happened just as they did 
And if, in making Jesus subservient to the plans of a secret society, 
they represented Him as not acting with perfect freedom, but as 
showing a certain passivity, this assumption of theirs was to be 
bnlliantly vindicated, a hundred years later, by the eschatological 
school, which asserts the same remarkable passivity on the part of 
Jesus, in that He allows His actions to be determined, not indeed 
by a secret society, but by the eschatological plan of God Bahrdt 
and Ventunm were the first to see that, of all Jesus’ acts, His death 
was most distinctively His own, because it was by this that He 
purposed to found the kingdom 

VentunnTs “ Non-supernatural History of the Great Prophet of 
Nazareth ” may almost be said to be reissued annually down to the 
present day, for all the fictitious “Lives” go back directly or 
indirectly to the type which he created It is plagiarised more 
freely than any other Life of Jesus, although practically unknown 
by name. 
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Heinrich Eberhord Gottlob Paolos Das Leben Jesu als Grondlage emer ranen 
Geschichte des Urchtutentums Heidelberg, C F Winter (The Life of Jesus 
as the Basis of a purely Historical Account of Early Christianity ) iSs9 

2 VOlS , IX92 pp 

Freut cuch nut Gottesandacht, wenn es genahrt each 1st, 

Dem, so kun er war, Heltumschaflenden Lcbensgnng 
Nach Jafarhunderten fern an folgen, 

Denket, glaubet, folget des Vorbddes Spur! 

(Closing words of vol 11 ) 

(Rejoice with grateful devotion, if unto jou 'tis permuted. 

Alter the lapse of centimes, still to follow afar off 

That Life which, short as it was, changed the course of the ages ; 

Think je well, and belfeie , follow the path of our Pattern ) 


Paulus was not the mere dry-as-dust rationalist that he is usually 
represented to have been, but a man of very versatile abilities 
His limitation was that, like Remhard, he had an unconquerable 
distrust of anything that went outside the boundaries of logical 
thought That was due in part to the experiences of his youth 
His father, a deacon m Leonberg, half-mystic, balf-rationahst, had 
secret difficulties about the doctrine of immortality, and made his 
wife promise on her death-bed that, if it were possible, she would 
appear to him after her death in bodily form After she was dead 
he thought he saw her raise herself to a sitting posture and again 
sink down From that time onwards be firmly believed himself to 
be in communication with departed spirits, and he became so 
dominated by this idea that in 1771 he had to be removed from 
his office His children suffered sorely from a rigtme of com- 
pulsory spiritualism, which pressed hardest upon Heinnch EbeAarO 
Gottlob, bom in 1761, who, for the sake of peace, was obliged to 
pretend to his father that he was in communication with his 

mother’s spirit , . 

He himself had inherited only the rationalistic side of his 
father’s temperament As a student at the Tubingen 
(theological institute) he formed his views od the writings 01 
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Semler and Michaclis. In 17S9 he was called to Jena a*. 
Professor of Oriental Languages, and succeeded in 1 793 to the third 
ordinal} professorship of thcolog). The naturalistic interpretation 
of miracles which he upheld in hts commentary on the Sjnoptic 
Gospels, published m 1800-1 80a, aroused the indignation of the 
consistories of Mciningcn and Eisenach Rut their petition for his 
removal from the professorship was unsuccessful, since Herder, who 
was president of the consislonum, used his influence to protect 
him In 1799 Paulus, as Pro-rector, used his influence on behalf of 
his colleague Fichte, who was attacked on the ground of atheism; 
but in vain, owing to the passionate conduct of the accused 

With Goethe; Schiller, and Wicland, Paulus and his wife, a 
lively lady of some literary talents, stood in the most friendly 
relations 

When the Jena circle began to break up, he accepted, in 1803, 
an invitation from the Elector of Havana, Maximilian Joseph II., 
to go to Wurzbuig as Konsistonalrat and professor There the 
liberal minister, Montgelos, was desirous of establishing a university 
founded on the principles of illumimsm — Scbcllmg, Hufcland, and 
Schleiermacher were among those whom he contemplated appointing 
as Docents Here the Catholic theological students were obliged 
to attend the lectures of the Protestant professor of theology, as 
there were no Protestants to form an audience. His first course 
was on " Encyclopadie ” (/ e introduction to the literature of 
theology) 

The plan failed Paulus resigned his professorship and became 
m 1807 ^ member of the Bavarian educational council ( Schulrat ) 
In this capacity he worked at the reorganisation of the Bavarian 
school system at the time when Hegel was similarly engaged He 
gave four years to tins task, which he felt to be laid upon him as 
a duty Then, in 1811, he went to Heidelberg as professor of 
theology, and he remained there until his death, in 1851, at the 
age of ninety One of his last sayings, a few hours before he died, 
“ I am justified before God, through my desire to do right” 
His last words were, “There is another world ” 

The forty years of his Heidelberg penod were remarkably 
productive, there was no department of knowledge on which he 
did not write He expressed his views about homoeopathy, about 
the freedom of the Press, about academic freedom, and about the 
duelling nuisance In 1831, he wrote upon the Jewish Question; 
and there the veteran rationalist showed himself a bitter anti-Semite, 
and brought upon himself the scorn of Heme. On politics 
and constitutional questions he fought for his opinions so openly 
and manfully that he had to be warned to be more discreet 
In philosophy he took an especially keen interest When in Jena 
he had, in conjunction with Schiller, busied himself m the study 
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THE QUESTION OF MIRACLE S* 

The main interest centres tn the explanations of the miracles, 
though the author, it must be admitted, endeavoured to guard 
against this “ It is my chief desire,” he writes in his preface, “ that 
my vievis regarding the miracle stones should not be taken as by 
any means the pnncipal thing How empty would demotion or 
religion be if one's spiritual well-being depended on whether one 
believed m miracles or no 1 ” “ The truly miraculous thing about 

Jesus is Himself, the purity and serene holiness of His character, 
which is, notwithstanding, genuinely human, and adapted to the 
imitation and emulation of mankind ” 

The question of miracle is therefore a subsidiary question. 
Two points of primary importance are certain from the outset: 
(t) that unexplained alterations of the course of nature can neither 
overthrow nor attest a spiritual truth, ( 2 ) that everything which 
happens in nature emanates from the omnipotence of God. 

The Evangelists intended to relate miracles j of that there can 
be no doubt. Nor can any one deny that in their time miracles 
entered into the plan of God, in the sense that the minds of men 
were to be astounded and subdued by inexplicable facts. This 
effect, however, is past In periods to which the miraculous makes 
less appeal, in view of the advance in intellectual culture of the 
nations which have been led to accept Christianity, the understanding 
must be satisfied if the success of the cause is to be maintained 

Since that which is produced by the laws of nature is Teally 
produced by God, the Biblical miracles consist merely m the fact 
that eyewitnesses report events of which they did not know the 
secondary causes Their knowledge of the laws of nature was 
insufficient to enable them to understand what actually happened 
For one who has discovered the secondary causes, the fact remains, 
as such, but not the miracle. 

The question of miracle^ therefore, does not really exist, or 
exists only for those “ who are under the influence of the sceptical 
delusion that it is possible really to think any kind of natural powers 
as existing apart from God, or to think the Being of God apart from 
the primal potentialities which unfold themselves in the never- 
ceasing process of Becoming." The difficulty arises from the 
“original sin” of dissolving the inner unity of God and nature, 
of denying the equivalence implied by Spinoza in his “Deus sivc 
Natura * 

For the normal intelligence the only problem is to discover the 
secondary causes of the “ miracles ” of Jesus. It is true there is 
one miracle which Faulus retains — the miracle of the birth, or at 
least the possibility of ltj m the sense that it is through holy 

fj” rchgiBses Handiuch fur Get ft ttnd Hen der Freunde Jtsu unier det GeMdeten 
(The Life of Jesus of Nazareth, a religious Handbook for the Minds and Henris of the 
Friends of Jesus among the Cultured ) Halle, 1813 
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inspiration that Mary receives the hope and die power of conceiving 
her exalted Son, in whom the spirit of the Messiah takes up its 
dwelling Here he indirectly dentes the natural generation, and 
regards the conception as an act of the self consciousness of the 
mother. 


With the miracles of healing, however, the case is very simple. 
Sometimes Jesus worked through His spiritual potter upon die 
nervous system of the sufferer , sometimes He used medicines known 
to Him alone. The latter applies, for instance* to the cures ol the 
blind The disciples, too, os appears from Mark vi 7 and 13, Mere 
not sent out without medicaments* for the oil with which they a ere 
to anoint the sick was, of course, of a medicinal character, and the 
casting out of evil spirits was effected partly by means of sedarnes 
Diet and after-treatment played a great part, though the 
Evangelists say little about this because directions on these points 
would not he given publicly. Thus, the saymg, “This kind goetb 
not out save by prayer and fasting," is interpreted as an instruction 
to the father as to the way in which he could make the sadden 
cure of the epileptic into a permanent one* vis. by keeping him to 
a stnet diet and strengthening his character by devotional exercises 
The nature miracles suggest their own explanation The 
walking on the water was an illusion of the disciples Jesus walked 
along the shore, and in the lmst was taken for a ghost by die alarmed 
and excited occupants of the boat When Jesus called to them, 
Peter threw himself into the water, and was drawn to shore by 
Jesus just as he was sinking. Immediately after taking Jesus into 
the boat they doubled a headland and drew clear of the storm centre , 
they therefore supposed that He had calmed the sea by His command 
It was the same in the case where He was asleep dunng the storm 
When they waked Him He spoke to them about the wind and the 
weather At that moment they gamed the shelter of a bill which 
protected them from the wind that swept down the valley, ana 
they marvelled among themselves that even the winds and the sea 


obeyed their Messiah 

The feeding of the five thousand is explained in the following 
way When Jesus saw the multitude an hungered, He said to His 
disciples, "We will set the rich people among them a good example* 
that they may share their supplies with the others,” and he be^rn 
to distribute His own provisions, and those of the disciple^ to tne 
people who were sitting near them The example had its euect, 
and soon there was plenty for every one. 

The explanation of the transfiguration is somewhat more 
complicated While Jesus was lingering with a few followers m 
this mountainous district He had an interview upon a 
mountain at night with two dignified-looking men whom HisW™ 
companions took for Moses and Elias These unknown persons, 
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as we learn from Luke ix 31, informed Him of the fate which awaited 
Him at Jerusalem. In the early morning, as the sun was rising, the 
three disciples, only half awake, looked upwards from the hollow m 
which they had been sleeping and saw Jesus with the two strangers 
upon the higher part of the mountain, illuminated by the beams 
of the rising sun, and heard them speak, now of the fate which 
threatened Him m the capital, now of the duty of steadfastness 
and the hopes attached thereto, and finally heard an exhortation 
addressed to themselves, bidding them ever to hold Jesus to be 
the beloved Son of the Deity, whom they must obey. . . . Their 
drowsiness, and the clouds which in an autumnal sunrise float to 
and fro over those mountains, 1 left them no clear recollection of 
what had happened. This only added to the wonder of the vague 
undefined impression of having been m contact with apparitions 
from a higher sphere The three who bad been with Him on the 
mount never arrived at any more definite knowledge of the facts, 
because Jesus forbade them to speak of what they had seen until 
the end should come. 

In dealing with the raisings from the dead the author is m his 
element. Here he is ready with the unfailing explanation taken 
over from Bahrdt that they were only cases of coma. These 
narratives should not be headed "raisings from the dead,” but 
“ debv eiances from premature bunal " In Judaea, interment took 
place three hours after death. How many seemingly dead people 
may have returned to consciousness m their graves, and then have 
penshed miserably ' Thus Jesus, ow mg to a presentiment suggested 
to Him by the father’s story, saves the daughter of Jairus from being 
buned while in a cataleptic trance A similar presentiment led 
Him to remove the covering of the bier which He met at the gate 
of Nain, and to discover traces of life in the widow’s son A 
similar instinct moved Him to ask to be taken to the grave of 
Lazarus When the stone is rolled away He sees His fnend stand- 
mg upright and calls to him joyfully, “ Come forth • ” 

The Jewish love of miracle “ caused everything to be ascribed 
immediately to the Deity, and secondary causes to be overlooked, 
consequently no thought was unfortunately given to the question of 
how tai prevent these horrible cases of premature bunal from taking 
place 1 ” But why does it not appear strange to Paulus that Jesus 
did not enlighten His countrymen as to the cnmmal character of 
over-hasty bunal, instead of allowing even his closest followers to 
believe in miracle ? Here the hypothesis condemns itself, although 
it has a foundation of fact, in so far as cases of premature bunal axe 
abnormally frequent in the East 


1 P aulas prided himself on a very exact acquaintance wuh the physical and 
geograp hical conditions of Palestine He had a wide knowledge of the literature of 
«stem trateL — Traxslatob. 
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The resurrection of Jesus must be brought under the saute 
category if we are to hold fast to the facts that the disciples saw 
Him m His natural body with the print of the nails m His hands 
and that He took food m their presence Death from crucifixion 
was in fact due to a condition of ngor, which extended gradual!) 
inwards It was the slowest of all deaths Josephus mentions in his 
Contra Apionem that it was granted to him as a favour by Titus, at 
Tckoa, that he might have three crucified men whom he knew taken 
down from the cross Two of them died, butane recovered Jesus, 
however, “died " surprisingly quickly. The loud cry which he uttered 
immediately before His head sank shows that His strength was far 
from being exhausted, and that what supervened was only a death 
like trance In such trances the process of dying continues until 
corruption sets m “This alone proves that the process is complete 
and that death has actually taken place." 

In the case of Jesus, as in that of others^ the vital spark 
would have been gradually extinguished, had not Providence 
notoriously effected on behalf of its favourite that which in the 
case of others was sometimes effected in more obvious wajs by 
human skill and care. The lance-thrust, which we arc to think of 
rather as a mere surface wound, served the purpose of a phlcbotom). 
The cool grave and the aromatic unguents continued the process 
of resuscitation, until finally the storm and the earthquake aroused 
Jesus to full consciousness Fortunately the earthquake also had 
the effect of rolling away the stone from the mouth of the grave. 1 
The Lord stripped off the grave-clothes and put on a gardener’s 
dress which He managed to procure That was what made Mar), 
as we are told in John vc 15, take Him for the gardener. Through 
the women, He sends a message to His disciples bidding them 
meet Him m Galilee, and Himself sets out to go thither At 
Emmaus, as the dusk was falling, He met two of His followers, who 
at first failed to recognise Him because His countenance was so 
disfigured by His sufferings But His manner of giving thanks at 
the breaking of bread, and the nail-prints in His uplifted hand*, 
revealed to them who He was Troni them He learns where His 
disciples arc, returns to Jerusalem, and appears unexpectedly among 
them, This is the explanation of the apparent contradiction 
between the message pointing to Galilee and the appearances in 
Jerusalem Thomas was not prerent at this first appearance, and 
at a liter internet was suffered to put his hand into the marls of 
tfic rounds It is a misunderstanding to see a reproach in the 
v ords which Jesus addresses to lum What, then, is the 
of “HI s-td are they tbit have not *ein and have b laved". It 
is a hmcdiction upon 1 nomas for what he Ins done in slit mttri 
of later generations "Now," Juri-s <ay*\ “thou, Thorn-, art 
conv.nc«.d because thou hast so unmistakably seen Mu It ** 
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well for those who now or m the future shall not see Me; for 
after this they can feel a firm conviction, because thou hast 
convinced thyself so completely that to thee, whose hands have 
to uched Me, no possible doubt can remain of My corporeal rc- 
ammation” Had it not been for Thomas’s peculiar mental 
constitution we should not have known whether what was seen 
was a phantom or a real appearance of the reanimated Jesua 
In this way Jesus hved with them for forty days, spending part 
of that time with them in Galilee, In consequence of the ill- 
treatment which He had undergone, He was not capable of con- 
tinuous exertion He lived quietly and gathered strength for the 
brief moments in which He appeared among His own followere 
and taught them When He felt his end draw mg near He relumed 
to Jerusalem On the Mount of Olives, m the early sunlight, He 
assembled His followers for the last time, He lifted up His hands 
to bless them, and with hands still raised in benediction He moved 
away from them A cloud interposes itself between them and 
Him, so that their eyes cannot follow Him. As he disappeared 
there stood before them, clothed m white, the two dignified figures 
whom the three disciples who were present at the transfiguration 
had taken for Moses and Elias, but who were really among the 
secret adherents of Jesus in Jerusalem These men exhorted them 
not to stand waiting there but to be up and doing 

Where Jesus roily died they never knew, and so they came to 
desenbe His departure as an ascension 

This Life of Jesus is not wntten without feeling. At times, m 
moments of exaltation, the writer even dashes into verse. If only 
the lack of all natural aesthetic feeling did not rum everything! 
Pantos constantly falls into a style that sets the teeth on edge 
The episode of the death of the Baptist is headed “Conrt-and- 
Pnest intrigues enhance themselves to a judicial murder." Much 
is spoiled by a land of banality Instead of “ disciples,” he always 
says “pupils,” instead of "faith,” "sincerity of conviction ” The 
appeal which the father of the lunatic boy addresses to Jesus, “ Lord, 
I beheve, help thou my unbelief," runs “I am sincerely convinced, 
help me, even if there is anything lacking in the sincerity of my 
conviction " 

The beautiful saying m the story of Martha and Mary, “One 
tnmg is needful,” is interpreted as meaning that a single course 
will be sufficient for the meal 1 The scene in the home at Bethany 
rejoices m the heading, “Geniality of Jesus among sympathetic 
friends m a hospitable family circle at Bethany A Messiah with 
oo stiff solemnity about Him " The following is the explanation 


1 Thu interpretation, ,t ought to be remarked, seems to be implied by the 
ancient reading "Pew ihmgs are needful, or 006," given to the margin of the 
Revised Version — TxvnsLATOR. 
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which Paulus discovers for the saying about the tribute-money 
"So long as you need the Romans to maintain some sort of order 
among you,” says Jesus, “you must provide the means thereto If 
you were fit to be independent you would not need to serve any one 
but God.” 


Among the historical problems, Paulus is especially interested 
m the idea of the Messiahship, and in the motives of the betrayal 
His sixty-five pages on the history of the conception of the Messiah are 
a real contribution to the subject The Messianic idea, he explains, 
goes back to the Davidic kingdom , the prophets raised it to a 
higher religious plane , in the times of the Maccabees the ideal of 
the kingly Messiah penshed and its place was taken by that of 
the super-earthly deliverer The only mistake which Paulus makes 
is m supposing that the post-Maccabean period went back to the 
political ideal of the Davidic long On the other hand, he rightly 
interprets the death of Jesus as the deed by which He thought to 
win the Messiahship proper to the Son of Man 

With reference to the question of the High Pnest at the trial, 
he remarks that it does not refer to the metaphysical Divine Son- 
ship, but to the Messiahship in the ancient Jewish sense, and 
accordingly Jesus answers by pointing to the coming of the Son of 
Man 

The importance of eschatology in the preaching of Jesus is 
clearly recognised, but Paulus proceeds to nullify this recognition 
by making the risen Lord cut short all the questions of the disciples 
in regard to this subject with the admonition “that in whatever nay 
all this should come about, and whether soon or late, their business 


was to see that they had done their own part " 

How did Judas come to play the traitor ? He believed in the 
Messiahship of Jesus and wanted to force Him to declare Himself 
To bnng about His arrest seemed to Judas the best means of 
rousing the people to take His side openly But the course o 
events was too rapid for him Owing to the Feast the news of e 
arrest spread but slowly In the night “when people were sleeping 
off the effects of the Passover supper,” Jesus was condemned, in 
the morning, before they were well awake, He was hurried away to 
be crucified Then Judas was overcome with despair, and went 
and hanged himself “Judas stands before us in the history oi 
the Passion as a warning example of those who allow their clevemes 
to degenerate into cunning, and persuade themselves that it w 
permissible to do evil that good may come— to seek good 
which they really value* by intngue and chicaneiy And the 
underlying cause of their errors is that they hai e failed to 
their passionate desire for self-advancement. . l 

Such was the cons.stently rationalistic Life of J^us, which 
evoked so much opposition at the time of its appearance* and 
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teven years later received its death-blow at the hands of Strauss. 
The method is doomed to failure because the author only saves his 
own sincerity at the expense of that of lus characters He makes 
the disciples of Jesus see miracles where they could not possibly 
have wn them ; and makes Jesus Himself allow miracles to be 
imagined where He must necessarily have protested against such a 
delusion. His exegesis, too, is sometimes violent. But in this, 
who has the right to judge him ? If the theologians dragged him 
before the Lord, He would command, as of old, "Let him that 
is without sm among you cast the first stone at him,” and Paulus 
would go forth unharmed. 

Moreover, a number of his explanations arc nght in principle. 
The feeding of the multitudes and the walking on the sea must be 
explained somehow or other as misunderstandings of something 
that actually happened And how many of Paulus' ideas arc still 
going about in all sorts of disguises, and crop up again and again 
in commentaries and lives of Jesus, especially in those of 
the "anti-rationalists”! Nowadays it belongs to the complete 
duty of the well-trained theologian to renounce the rationalists and 
all their works , and yet how poor our time is in companson with 
theus — how poor m strong men capable of loyalty to an ideal, how 
poor, so far as theology is concerned, in simple commonplace 
sincerity 1 
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THE LAST PHASE OF RATIONALISM— 
HASE AND SCHLEIERMACHER 


Karl August Hase Du Leben Jesu zunacbst IBr ikadermscbe Studien (The Life 
of Jesus, primarily for the use of students ) zSag aog pp This work 
contains a bibliography of the earliest literature of the subject, jth ed , 1865 

Enednoh Ernst Daniel Schlelennaaher Du Leben Jem 1864 Edited by 
ROtemk The edition u based upon a student’s note-book of a course of 
lectures delivered in 1833 

David Friedrich Strauss DerCbnstus des Glaubens und der Jesus dcrGtsebichte. 
Eme Kntik des Schlaermacher'schen Lebens Jesu (Tbe Chnst of Faith and 
the Jesus of History A criticism of Schleiermacber's Life of Jesus ) 1865 


In their treatment of the hfe of Jesus, Hase and Schleiermacher 
ate in one respect still wholly dominated by rationalism They 
still cling to the rationalistic explanation of miracle, although they 
have no longer the same ingenuous confidence in it as their 
predecessors, and although at the decisive cases they are content 
to leave a question-mark instead of offering a solution They 
might, m fact, be described as the sceptics of rationalism In 
another respect^ however, they aim at something beyond the range 
of rationalism, inasmuch as they endeavour to grasp the inner 
connexion of the events of Jesus' ministry, which in Paulus had 
entirely fallen out of sight Their Lives of Jesus are transitional, in 
the good sense of the word as well as in the bad In respect of 
pi ogress, Hase shous himself the greater of the two. 

Scarcely thirteen years have elapsed since the death of the 
great Jena professor, his Excellency von Hase, and already tie 
think of him as a man of the past Theology has voted to inscribe 
bis name upon its records in letters of gold — and has passed on o 
the older of the day He was no pioneer like Baur, and be does 
not meet the present age on the footing of a contemporary, offering 
it problems raised by him and strll unsohed Even his Church 
History," with its t well e editions, has already had Us day, altho g 
it is still the most bnllnntl) written work in this department, ana 
conceals beneath its elegmce of form a massive erudition « 
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was more than a theologian ; he was one of the finest monuments 
of German culture, the living embodiment of a period which 
for us lies under the sunset glow of the past m the land of 
“ once upon a time ” 

His path m life was unembarrassed, he Tv new toil, but not 
disappointment Born m 1800, he finished his studies at Tubingen, 
where he qualified as a Pnvat-Doccnt in 1823. In 1824-1825 he 
spent eleven months in the fortress of Hohenaspeig, where he 
was confined for taking the part of the Burschenschaftcn, 1 and 
had leisure for meditation and literary plans. In 1830 he went 
to Jena, where, with a yearly visit to Italy to lay in a store of 
sunshine and renewed strength, he worked until 1890 

Not without a certain reverence does one take this little text- 
book of 205 pages into one’s hands. This is the first attempt by 
a fully equipped scholar to reconstruct the life of Jesus on a purely 
historical basis There is more creative power in it than in almost 
any of his later works It manifests already the brilliant qualities 
of style for which he was distinguished — clearness, terseness, 
elegance What a contrast with that of Bahrdt, Ventunni, or 
Paulus ' 

And yet the keynote of the work is rationalistic, since Hase 
has recourse to the rationalistic explanation of miracles wherever 
that appears possible He seeks to make the circumstances of the 
baptism intelligible by supposing the appearance of a meteor. In 
the story of the transfiguration, the fact Ahich is to be retained is 
that Jesus, m the company of two unknown persons, appeared to 
me disciples m unaccustomed splendour. Their identification of 
His companions as Moses and Elias is a conclusion which is not 
confirmed by Jesus, and owing to the position of the eyewitnesses, 
is not sufficiently guaranteed by their testimony. The abrupt 
breaking ofl^of the interview by the Master, and the injunction of 
silence, point to some secret circumstance in His histoiy. By this 
nmt Hase seems to leave room for the "secret society" of Bahrdt 
and Ventunni. 

He makes no difficulty about the explanation of the stoiy of 
ne stater It is only intended to show *' how the Messiah avoided 
offence m submitting Himself to the financial burdens of the 
community." In regard to the stilling of the storm, it seems 
®tam whether Jesus through His knowledge of nature was 
k t0 P ret * ict tl>e en d of the storm or whether He brought it 
about by the possession of power over nature The “sceptic of 
rationalism " thus leaves open the possibility of miracle. He 
^i_ SOn,eVi ’ Ilat Slm!krl y ln explaining the raisings from the 
They can be made intelligible by supposing that they 
ere cases of coma, but it is also possible to look upon them as 
Associations of students, at that tune of a politics] character —Translator. 
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supernatural. For the two great Johanmne miracles, the change of 
the water into wine and the increase of the loaves no naturalistic 
explanation can be admitted But how unsuccessful is his attempt 
to make the increase of the bread intelligible 1 “Why should not 
the bread hare been increased?” he asks “If nature every year 
in the period between seed-time and harvest performs a similar 
miracle, nature might also, by unknown laws, bnng it about m 
a moment” Here crops up the dangerous anti-rationalistic 
intellectual supematoralism which sometimes bnngs Hase and 
Schleiermacher very close to the frontiers of the territory occupied 
by the disingenuous reactionaries 

The crucial point is the explanation of the resurrection of Jesus 
A stringent proof that death bad actually taken place cannot 
according to Hase, be given, since there is no evidence that 
corruption had set m, and that is the only infallible sign of death 
It is possibly therefore, that the resurrection was only a return to 
consciousness after a trance. But the direct impression made by 
the sources points rather to a supernatural event. Either view is 
compatible with the Christian faith. " Both the historically possible 
views— either that the Creator gave new life to a body which \«as 
really dead, or that the latent life reawakened m a body which 
was only seemingly dead — recognise in the resurrection a manifest 
proof of the care of Providence for the cause of Jesus, and are 
therefore both to be recognised as Christian, whereas a third view 
—that Jesus gave Himself up to his enemies m order to defeat 
them by the bold stroke of a seeming death and a skilfully prepared 
resurrection— is as contrary to historical criticism as to Christian 


Hase, however, quietly lightens the difficulty of the mirade 
question in a way which must not be overlooked For the 
rationalists all miracles stood on the same footing, and all roust 
equally he abolished by a naturalistic explanation. If we sway 
Hase carefully, we find that he accepts only the Jobanmne miracles 
as authentic, whereas those of the Synoptists may “ 

resting upon a misunderstanding on the part of the authors, because 
they are not reported at first hand, but from tradition Thus be 
discrimination of the two lines of Gospel tradition comes Jo 
aid of the anti-rationalists, and enables them to get nd of some oi 
the greatest difficulties. Half playfully, it might almost 1 be smd 
thevEch out the ideas of Strauss, without ever suspecting what 
dieSrSareest the game will become, if the authenticity of the 

frttsas rts =** r i 

figure, and the miracles at the time of the death of J 
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describes these os “mythical touches.” The ascension is merely 
“a mythical version of His departure to the Father.” 

Hose’s conception even of the non-miraculous portion of the 
history of Jesus is not free from rationalistic traits. He indulges in 
the following speculations with regard to die celibacy of the Lord. 
“If the true grounds of the celibacy of Jesus do not lie hidden in 
the special circumstances of His youth, the conjecture may be per* 
mitted that He from whose religion was to go forth the ideal view 
of marriage, so foreign to the ideas of antiquity, found in His own 


tune no heart worthy to enter into this covenant with Him." It is 
on rationalistic lines also that Hase explains the betrayal by Judas. 
“A purely intellectual, worldly, and unscrupulous character, he 
desired to compel the hesitating Messiah to found His Kingdom 
upon popular violence. ... It is possible that Judas in his 
terrible blindness took that last word addressed to him by Jesus, 
‘What thou doest, do quickly,' as giving consent to his plan.” 

But Hase again rises supenor to this rationalistic co nception of 
the history when he refuses to explain away the Jewish elements in 
the plan and preaching of Jesus as due to mere nreomm odatiAn, 
and maintains the view that the Lord really, to a certain extent, 
shared this Jewish system of ideas. According to Hase there are 
two penods in the Messianic activity of Jesus. In the first He 
accepted almost without reservation the popular regarding 
the Messianic age. In consequence, however, of His experience of 
the practical results of these ideas, He was led to abandon this 
error, and in the second period He developed His own distinctive 
views. Here we meet for the first time the idea of two different 
penods in the life of Jesus, which, especially through the influence 
of Holtzmann and Keitn, became the prevailing view, and down to 
Johannes Weiss, determined the plan of all lives of Jesus 
created die modem hisstorico-psychological picture of Jesus. The 
introduction of this more penetrating psychology would alone suffice 
to place him in advance of the rationalists. 

Another investing point is the thorough way in which he 
mees out the historical and literary consequences of this idea of 

^ ap °u deS ’ he thinks ' did not understand this 

teE ,L h0Ugh p ! rt of did not distinguish 

betwem the sayings of the first and second periods. Thev re- 

XS—- to eschatological view. After the dJth of 
view prevailed so strongly in the primitive community of 
“ ,ter P° Iat e d their expectations into the lastdis- 
fJesus - According to Hase, the apocalyptic discourse in 
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Fourth Gospel preserves in their pure form the ideas of Jesus m 
His second period 

Hase rightly observes that the Messiahship of Jesus plays next 
to no part xn His preaching, at any rate at firsts and that, before 
the incident at Caesarea Philippi, it was only in moments of 
enthusiastic admiration, rather than with settled conviction, that 
even the disciples looked on Him as the Messiah This indication 
of the central importance of the declaration of the Messiahship at 
Caesarea Philippi is another sign-post pointing out the direction 
which the future study of the life of Jesus was to follow 


Schleiermacher’s Life of Jesus introduces us to quite a different 
or der of transitional ideas Its value lies in the sphere of dogmatics, 
not of history Nowhere^ indeed, is it so clear that the great 
frainnHnan had not really a historical mind than precisely m his 
treatment of the history of Jesus 

From the first it was no favourable star which presided over 
this undertaking It is true that in 18x9 Schleiermacher was the 
first th«>ln pan who had ever lectured upoD this subject. But his 
Life of Jesus did not appear until 1864. Its publication had been 
so long delayed, partly because it had to be reconstructed from 
students’ note- books, partly because immediately after Schleier- 
macher, m 183a, had delivered the course for the last time, it was 
rendered obsolete by the work of Strauss For the questions 
raised by the latter’s Life of Jesus, published in 1835, Schleier- 
macher had no answer, and for the wounds which it made, no 
healing When, m 1864, Schleiermacher’s work was brought forth 
to view like an embalmed corse, Strauss accorded to the deau 
work of the great theologian a dignified and striking funeral 

^Schleiermacher is not in search of the historical Jesus, but of 
the Jesus Chnst of his own system of theology, that is to say, 
the histone figure which seems to him appropnate to the 
consciousness of the Redeemer as he represents it VatW&j 
empmeal has simply no existence A natural ^*oogy 
scarcely attempted He comes to the factswitharead^mad 
dialectic apparatus and sets his puppets in lively acbon scm« 
macher’s dialectic is not a dialectic W 

that of Hegel, of which Strauss availed himself, 
dialectic of exposition In this literary dialectic he is 8™ 

master that ever lived unwind and 

The limitations of the historical Jesus both in an p ^ 

downward direction are those only ' rhlc ^^ el ^o n sLusness 
Jesus of dogma The uniqueness of His seff ^ av0ld 

is not to be tampered with L ^ e< l ? „ and : Docetisai 
Ebionism which does away with the Divine in Him, 
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ft Inch destroys His humanity Schleicrraacher loves to make his 
heaters shudder by pointing out to them that the least false step 
entails precipitation into one or other of these abjsses , or at least 
ftould entail it for any one who was not under the guidance 

of his infallible dialectic .. , 

In the course of this dialectic treatment, ad the historical 
questions involved in the life of Jesus come into view one after 
another, but none of them is posed or solved from the point of 
view of the historian ; they are “ moments ” m his argument. 

He is like a spider at work The spider lets itself down from 
aloft, and after making fast some supporting threads to points 
below, it runs back to the centre and there keeps spinning away. 
You look on fascinated, and before you know it, you are entangled 
in the web It is difficult even for a reader who is strong in the 
consciousness of possessing a sounder grasp of the history than 
Schlcicrmachcr to avoid being caught in the toils of that magical 


dialectic. _ , , 

And how loftily superior the dialectician lsl Paulus had 
shown that, in view of the use of the title Son of Man, the 
Messianic self-consciousness of Jesus must be interpreted in 
accordance with the passage in Daniel On this Schleiermacher 
remarks • "I have already said that it is inherently improbable that 
such a predilection (si for the Book of Daniel) would have been 
manifested by Chnst, because the Book of Daniel does not belong 
to the prophetic writings properly so-called, but to the third 
division of the Old Testament literature.” 

In his estimate of the importance to be attached to the story 
of the baptism, too, he falls behind the historical knowledge of his 
day. " To lay such great stress upon the baptism,” he says, “ leads 
either to the Gnostic view that it was only there that the \ay09 
united itself with Jesus, or to the rationalistic view that it was only 
at the baptism that He became conscious of His vocation ” But 
what does history care whether a view is gnostic or rationalistic if 
only 11 is historical J 

Th.s dialectic, so fatal often to sound historical view*, might 
have been expressly created to deal with the question of miracle. 
Compared with Schleiermachcr’s discussions all that has been 
written since upon this subject is mere honest — or dishonest — 
bungling Nothing new has been added to what he sajs, and no 
one else has succeeded m sajmg it with the -ame amazing 
subtktj It is true, also, that no one else has shown the same 
•kill in concealing how much in the way of miracle he ultimately 
retains and how much he rejects His solution of the problem is, 
in f*ct, not historical, but dialectical, an attempt to transcend the 
neeifvitv for a r?tton->l.stic explanation of miracle which does not 
reall> succeed 10 gating rid of it. 
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disciples meet Him in Galilee because He could there enjoy greater 
privacy and freedom from observation m His intercourse with 
them The difference between the present and the past was only 
that He no longer showed Himself to the world “It was possible 
that a movement m favour of an earthly Messianic Kingdom might 
break out, and we need only take this possibility into account in 
order to explain completely why Jesus remained m such close 
retirement." “ It was the premonition of the approaching end of 
this second life which led Him to return from Galilee to Jerusalem ” 

Of the ascension he says • “Here, therefore, something happened, 
but what was seen was incomplete, and has been conjecturally 
supplemented” The underlying rationalistic explanation shows 
through' 

But if the condition m which Jesus lived on after His crucifixion 
was “ a condition of reanimation,” by what right does Schleiermacher 
constantly speak of it as a “resurrection,” as if resurrection and 
reammation were synonymous terms ? Further, is it really true 
that faith has no interest whatever in the question whether it was 
as risen from the dead, or merely as recovered from a state of 
suspended animation, that Jesus showed Himself to His disciples ? 
In regard to this, it might seem, the rationalists were more straight- 
forward. 

The moment one tries to take hold of this dialectic it breaks m 
one's fingers Schleiermacher would not indeed have ventured to 
play so nsky a game if he had not had a second position to retire 
to, based on the distinction between the Synoptic and the Johanmne 
miracle stones In this respect he simplified matters for himself 
as compared with the rationalists, even more than Hase The 
miracle at the baptism is only intelligible in the narrative of the 
Fourth Gospel, where it is not a question of an external occurrence, 
but of a purely subjective expenence of John, with which we have 
nothing to do. The Synoptic story of the temptation has no in- 
telligible meaning “To change stones into bread, if there were 
need for it, would not have been a sin ” “A leap from the 
Temple could have had no attraction for any one.” 

The miracles of the birth and childhood are given up without 
hesitation j they do not belong to the story of the life of Jesus , 
and it is the same with the miracles at His death One might 
fancy it was Strauss speaking when Schleiermacher says* “If we 
give due consideration to the fact that we have certainly found 
in these for the most part simple narratives of the last moments 
of Christ two incidents, such as the rending of the veil of the 
Temple and the opening of the graves, in reference to which we 
cannot possibly suppose that they are literal descriptions of actual 
facts, then we are bound to ask the question whether the same 
docs not apply to many other points Certainly the mention of 

5 
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the sun’6 light failing and the consequent great darkness looks 
very much as if it had been imported by poetic imagination into the 
simple narrative ” 

A rebuke could have no possible effect upon the wind and sea. 
Here we must suppose cither an alteration of the facts or a 
different causal connexion 

In this way Schlcicrmacher — and it was for this reason that these 
lectures on the life of Jesus became so celebrated — enabled 
dogmatics, though not indeed history, to take a dying leap over the 
miracle question 

What is chiefly fatal to a sound historical view is his one-sided 
preference for the Fourth Gospel It is, according to him, only in 
this Gospel that the consciousness of Jesus is truly reflected. In 
this connexion he expressly remarks that of a progress m the teaching 
of Jesus, and of any “development" in Him, there can be no 
question His development is the unimpeded organic unfolding of 
the idea of the Divine Sonship 

For the outline of the life of Jesus, also, the Fourth Gospel is 
alone authoritative "The Johanninc representation of the way in 
which the crisis of His fate was brought about is the only clear one.” 
The same applies to the narrative of the resurrection in this Gospel 
“Accordingly, on this point also,” so he concludes his discussion, “I 
take it as established that the Gospel of John is the narrative of an 
eyewitness and forms an organic whole The first three Gospels 
are compilations formed out of various narratives which had arisen 
independently , them discourses are composite structures, and then- 
presentation of the history is such that one can form no idea of the 
grouping of events” The “crowded days,” such as that of the 
sermon on the mount and the day of the parables, exist only in the 
imagination of the Evangelists In reality there were no such days 
Luke is the only one of them who has some semblance of historical 
order His Gospel is compiled with much insight and entail met 
out of a number of independent documents, as Schleiennacher 
believed himself to have shown convincingly in his critical study ol 


Luke’s Gospel, published m 1817. 

It is only on the ground of such a valuation of the sources 
that we can amve at a just estimate of the different reprraentations 
of the locality of the life of Jesus “ The contradictions, ScMeier- 
macher proceeds, “could not be explained if all our Gospels stooa 
equally close to Jesus "But if John stands closer than tbeotnersj 
we may perhaps find the key in the fact that John, too, menbora »t 
as a prevailing opinion in Jerusalem that Jesus was a GaWa > 
that Luke, when he has got to the end of the secbons which show 
skilful arrangement and are united by similarity of subject, ga_ 
all the rest into the framework of a journey to ,on to go 

this analogy, and not remembering that Jesus had occasion S 
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several times a year to Jerusalem, the other two gathered into one 
mass all that happened there on various occasions. This could 
only have been done by Hellenists * 1 

Schleiermacher is quite insensible to the graphic realism of the 
description of the last days at Jerusalem m Mark and Matthew, and 
has no suspicion that if only a single one of the Jerusalem sayings 
in the Synoptists is true Jesus had never before spoken m Jerusalem 

The ground of Schleiermacher’s antipathy to the Synoptists lies 
deeper than a mere critical view as to their composition The fact 
is that their “picture of Christ ” does not agree with that which he 
wishes to insert into the history. When it serves his purpose, he 
does not shrink from the most arbitrary violence. He abolishes the 
scene m Gethsemane because he infers from the sdence of John 
that it cannot have taken place. “The other Evangelists,” he 
explains, “give us an account of a sudden depression and deep 
distress of spirit which fell upon Jesus, and which He admitted to 
His disciples, and they tell us how He sought relief from it m 
prayer, and afterwards recovered His serenity and resolution. John 
passes over this in silence, and his narrative of what immedi- 
ately precedes is not consistent with it.” It ib evidently a 
symbolical story, as the thrice-repeated petition shows. “ If they 
speak of such a depression of spirit, they have given the story that 
form in order that the example of Chnst might be the more 
applicable to others m similar circumstances ” 

On these premises it is passible to write a Life of Chnst ; it is 
not possible to write a Life of Jesus. It is, therefore, not by 
accident that Schleiermacher regularly speaks, not of Jesus, but of 
Chnst 

* The ground of the inference a that, according to this theory, they did not 
attach much importance to the keeping of the Feasts at Jerusalem Dr Schweitzer 
reminds us in a footnote that a certain want of dearness a due to the fact of this 
work having been compiled from lecture-sotes 
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DAVID FRIEDRICH STRAUSS— THE MAN AND 
HIS FATE 


In order to understand Strauss one must lore him. He was not 
the greatest, and not the deepest, of theologians, but he was the 
most absolutely sincere His insight and his emus were alike the 
insight and the errors of a prophet And he had a prophet’s fa te 
Disappointment and suffering gave his life its consecration It 
unrolls itself before us hke a tragedy, in which, in the end, the 
gloom is lightened by the mild radiance which shines forth from 
the nobility of the sufferer 

Strauss was born in 1808 at Ludwigsburg His father was a 
merchant; whose business, however, was unsuccessful, so that his 
means steadily declined. The boy took his ability from his mother, 
a good, self-controlled, sensible, pious woman, to whom he raised a 
monument in his " Memorial of a Good Mother ” written in 1858, 
to be given to his daughter on her confirmation-day. 

From i8ar to i 8»5 he was a pupil at the “lower seminary ” at 
Blaubeuren, along with Fnednch Vischer, Pfizer, Zunmeimann, 
Marklin, and Binder Among their teachers was Ferdinand 
Christian Baur, whom they were to meet with again at the 


university 

His first year at the university was uninteresting; as it was only 
in the following year that the reorganisation of the theological 
faculty took place, in consequence of the appointment of Baur 
The instruction in the philosophical faculty was almost equally 
unsatisfactory, so that the friends would have gained little from me 
two years of philosophical propaedeutic which formed part of me 
course prescribed for theological students, if they had not com in 
to prosecute their philosophical studies for themselves 
writings of Hegel began to exercise a powerful influence upon mem. 
For the phdosophical faculty, Hegel’s philosophy was as yet 


eastent . . , 

These student fnends were much addicted to poetry 
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journeys which Strauss made along with his fellow-student Binder 
to Weinsberg to see Justmus Kemer made a deep impression upon 
him. He had to make a deliberate effort to escape from the 
dream-world of the “ Prophetess of Prevorst” Some years later, m 
a Latin note to Binder, he speaks of Weinsberg as “ Mecca nostra.” 1 

According to Vischer’s picture of him, the tall stripling made an 
impression of great charm, though he was rather shy except with 
intimates He attended lectures with pedantic regularity 

Baur was at that time still immersed m the prolegomena to his 
system, but Strauss already suspected the direction which the 
thoughts of his young teacher were to take 

When Strauss and his student fnends entered on their duties as 


clergymen, the others found great difficulty in bringing their 
theological views, into line with the popular beliefs which they were 
expected to preach. Strauss alone remained free from inner 
struggles. In a letter to Binder* of the year 1831, he explains that 
in his sermons — he was then assistant at Klem-Ingersheim near 
Ludwigsburg — he did not use "representative notions” ( Vor- 
stellungen, used as a philosophical technicality) such as that of the 
Dewl, which the people were already prepared to dispense with ; 
but others which still appeared to be indispensable^ such as those 
of an eschatological character, he merely endeavoured to present 
in such a way that the “intellectual concept" ( Begnff ) which lay 
behind, might so far as possible shine through “When I con- 
sider,” he continues, "how far even in intellectual preaching the 
expression is inadequate to the true essence of the concept, it does 
not seem to me to matter much if one goes even a step further 
I at least go about the matter without the least scruple, and cannot 
ascribe this to a mere want of sincerity in myself.” 

That is Hegelian logic. 

After being for a short time Deputy-professor at Maulbronn, he 
took his doctor’s degree with a dissertation on the oiroKUTaorao-is 
rarrav (restoration of all things, Acts ill 21) This work is lost. 
From his letters it appears that he treated the subject chiefly from 
the rcligious-histoncal point of view. 8 

When Binder took his doctorate with a philosophical thesis on 
the immortality of the soul, Strauss, in 1832, wrote to him expressing 
the opinion that the belief in personal immortality could not properly 
be regarded as a consequence of the Hegelian system, since, according 
, .^, Thw>b ? Id &egler, “ Zur Biographic von David Friedrich Straps ' (Materials 
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to Hegel, it was not the subjective spirit of the individual person, 
but only the objective Spirit; the self-realising Idea which constantly 
embodies itself m new creations, to which immortality belongs 1 
In October 1S31 he went to Berlin to hear Hegel and 
Schleiermacher. On the 14th of November Hegel, whom he 
had visited shortly before; was earned oflf by cholera Strauss 
heard the news in Schleiermacher’s house, from Schleiermacher 
himself and is said to have exclaimed, with a certain want of tact, 
considering who his informant was: “And it was to hear him that 
I came to Berlin I ’’ 

There was no satisfactory basis for a relationship between 
Schleiermacher and Strauss They had nothing m common 
That did not prevent Strauss’s Life of Jesus being sometimes 
described by opponents of Schleiermacher as a product of die 
latter's philosophy of religion Indeed, as late as the ’sixties, 
Tholuck thought it necessary to defend the memory of the great 
theologian against this reproach 

As a matter of fact, the plan of the Life of Jesus arose dunng 
Strauss's intercourse with Vatke, to whom he felt himself strongly 
drawn Moreover, what was first sketched out was not pnmanly 
the plan of a Life of Jesus, but that of a history of the ideas of 
primitive Christianity, intended to serve as a standard by which 
to judge ecclesiastical dogma The Life of Jesus was onginally 
designed, it might almost be said, as a mere prologue to this work; 
the plan of which was subsequently earned out under the title, 
“Christian Theology m its Historical Development and in its 
Antagonism with Modem Scientific Knowledge” (published in 
1840-1841) 

When in the spnng of 183a he returned to Tubingen to take 
up the position of “ Repetent " * in the theological college (Stift), 
these plans were laid on the shelf in consequence of bis pre- 
occupation with philosophy, and if things had gone according to 
Strauss’s wishes, they would perhaps never have come to fulfilment 
The "Repetents" had the right to lecture upon philosophy 
Strauss felt himself called upon to come forward as an apostle of 
Hegel, and lectured upon Hegel’s logic with tremendous success 
Zeller, who attended these lectures, records the unforgettable 
impression which they made on him Besides championing 
Hegel, Strauss also lectured upon Plato, and upon the history o 
modem philosophy. These were three happy semesters 

“In my theology,” he wntes in a letter of 1833,* “philosopny 
occupies such a predominant position that my theological views 
can only be worked out to completeness by means of a more 
thorough study of philosophy, and this course of study I am n 

1 Dtuisdt Sam, p 803 ' Assittanl lower, 
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going to prosecute uninterruptedly and without concerning myself 
whether it leads me back to theology or not” Further on he 
says “If I know myself rightly, my position m regard to theology 
is that what interests me in theology causes offence, and what 
does not cause offence is indifferent to me For this reason I 
have refrained from delivering lectures on theology.” 

The philosophical faculty was not altogether pleased at the 
success of the apostle of Hegel, and wished to have the right of 
the "Repetents” to lecture on philosophy curtailed The latter, 
however, took their stand upon the tradition Strauss was desired 
to intermit his lectures until the matter should be settled. He 
would have liked best to end the situation by entering the philo- 
sophical faculty. The other “ Repetents," however, begged him not 
to do so, but to continue to champion their rights. It is possible 
also that obstacles were placed m the way of his plan by the 
philosophical faculty. However that may be, it was in any case 
not earned through Strauss was forced back upon theology 
According to Hase,* Strauss began his studies for the Life of 
Jesus by writing a detailed critical review of his (Hase’s) text-book. 
He sent this to Berlin to the Jahrbutktr fur wtssensckaftbche Kritik, 
which, however, refused it His resolve to publish first, instead of 
the general work on the genesis of Christian doctrine, a critical 
study on the life of Jesus was doubtless determmed by Schleier- 
machei's lectures on this subject When In Berlin he had procured 
a copy of a lecture note-book, and the reading of it incited him to 
opposition. 


Considering its character, the work was rapidly produced 
He wrote it sitting at the window of the Repetents’ room, which 
looks out upon the gateway. arch When its two volumes appeared 
in 1835 the name of the author was wholly unknown, except 
lor some critical studies upon the Gospels This boot into 
which he had poured his youthful enthusiasm, rendered him 
“ a moment — and utterly destroyed his prospects, 
nr Th 5 u S ®PP° ncnts the most prominent was Steudel, a member 
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of the Life of Jesus, and in writing answers to the attacks which 
were made upon him 

Towards the end of the ’thirties he became conscious of a 
growing impulse towards more positive views The ctittctsms 
of his opponents had made some impression upon him The 
second volume of polemics was laid aside. In its place appeared 
the third edition of the Life of Jesus, 1838-1839, containing a senes 
of amazing concessions Strauss explains that in consequence of 
reading de Wette’s commentary and NeandePs Life of Jesus he 
had begun to feel some hesitation about his former doubts 
regarding the genuineness and credibility of the Fourth Gospel 
The histone personality of Jesus again began to take on intelligible 
outlines for him These inconsistencies be removed in the next 


edition, acknowledging that he did not know how be could so 
have temporarily vacillated m his point of view The matter 
admits, however, of a psychological explanation He longed for 
peace, for he had suffered more than his enemies suspected or 
his fnends knew The ban of the outlaw lay heavy upon his 
soul In this spirit he composed in 1839 the monologues 
entitled Vtrganghchts uni Blabtnies m Chrutintum (“Transient 
and Permanent Elements in Christianity ”), which appeared again 
in the following year under the title Fncihcht Blatter (“Leaves of 
Peace") 

For a moment it seemed as though his rehabilitation would 
be accomplished. In January 1839 the noble-minded Hitzig suc- 
ceeded in getting him appointed to the vacant chair of dogmatics 
in Zunch But the orthodox and pietist parties protested so 
vehemently that the Government was obliged to revoke the 
appointment Strauss was pensioned off without ever entenng 


on his office 

About that time his mother died In 1841 he lost his father 
When the estate came to be settled up, it was found thatb's 
affairs were in a less unsatisfactory condition than had been 
feared Strauss was secure against want The success of his secon 
great work, his “Christian Theology” (published in 1840-41), 
compensated him for his disappointment at Zurich In conception 
it is perhaps even greater than the Life of Jesus; and in deptn 
of thought it is to be classed with the most important contn u 
tions to theology In spite of that it never attracted so mu 
attention as the earlier work Strauss continued to be know 
the author of the Life of Jesus Any further ground of offence 
which he might give was regarded as quite subsidiary 

And the book contains matter for offence in no common 
degree. The point to which Strauss applies his criticism is m 
way in which the Christian theology which grew Miff* 
ideas of the ancient world has been brought into harm 
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the Christianity of rationalism and of speculative philosophy. 
Either, to use his own expression, both are so finely pulverised 
in the process — as in the case of Schleiermacher’s combination 
of Spmozism with Christianity — that it needs a sharp eye to 
rediscover the elements of the mixture, or the two are shaken 
together like water and oil, in which case the semblance of 
combination is only maintained so long as the shaking continues 
For this crude procedure he desires to substitute a better method, 
based upon a preliminary historical criticism of dogma, in order 
that thought may no longer have to deal with the present form 
of Church theology, but with the ideas which worked as living 
forces m its formation. 


This is brilliantly worked out in detail. The result is not 
a positive, but a negative Hegelian theology Religion is not con- 
cerned with supra-mundane beings and a divinely glonous future, 
but with present spiritual realities which appear as “moments" 
m the eternal being and becoming of Absolute Spirit At 
the end of the second volume, where battle is joined on the 
issue of personal immortality, all these ideas play their part in 
the struggle Personal immortality is finally rejected in every form, 
for the cntical reasons which Strauss had already set forth in 
the lettcis of 1832 Immortality is not something which stretches 
out into the future, but simply and solely the present quahty 
of the spint, its inner universality, its power of rising above 
everj thing finite to the Idea. Here the thought of Hegel coin- 
cides with that of Schleiermacher “The saymg of Schleiermacher, 
in he midst of fimtude to be one with the Infinite, and to 
°, C ® lcrnal m “ oment >’ » all *at modem thought can say 
Xrr’r But , ne,ther schleiermacher nor Hegel was 
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against penury , at that very time he sowed for himself the seeds of 
a new, immitigable suffering by his marriage with Agnese Schebest, 
the famous singer 

They were not made for one another He could not look 
to her for any sympathy with his plans, and she on her part 
was repelled by die pedantry of his disposition Housekeeping 
difficulties and the trials of a limited income added another 


element of discord They removed to Sontheim near Heilbronn 
with the idea of learning to adapt themselves to one another 
far from the distractions of the town, but that did not better 
matters They lived apart for a time, and after some years they 
procured a divorce, custody of the children being assigned to the 
father The lady took up her residence m Stuttgart, and Strauss 
paid her an allowance up to her death in 1870 

What he suffered may be read between the lines in the passage 
in “The Old Faith and the New" where he speaks of the 
sacredness of marriage and the admissibility of divorce. The 
wound bled inwardly His mental powers were disabled At 
this tune he wrote little Only m the apologue “Julian the 
Apostate, or the Romanticist on the throne of the Caesars " — 
that brilliant satire upon Frederic William IV, written in 1847 — 
is there a flash of the old spirit 

But in spite of his antipathy to the romantic disposition of 
the King of Prussia he entered die lists in 1848 on behalf of 
the efforts of the smaller German states to form a united Germany, 
apart from Austria, under the hegemony of Prussia. He did 
not suffer his political acumen to be blunted either by personal 
antipathies or by particularism The citizens of Ludwigsburg 
wished to have him as their representative in the Frankfort 


parliament, but the rural population, who were pietistic in 
sympathies, defeated his candidature Instead, his native town 
sent him to the Wurtemberg Chamber of Deputies But here 
his philistinism came to the fore again The phrase-mongering 
revolutionary party m the chamber disgusted him He saw 
himself more and more forced to the “right," and was obliged 
to act politically with men whose reactionary sympathies he was 
far from sharing His constituents, meanwhile, were thoroughly 
discontented with his attitude In the end the position became 
intolerable. It was also painful to him to have to reside in 
Stuttgart, where he could not avoid meeting the woman who 
had brought so much misery into his life Further — he himself 
mentions this point in his memoirs — he had no practice in 
speaking without manuscript, and cut a poor figure as a debater 
Then came the “Blum Case" Robert Blum, a revolutionary, 
had been shot by court martial in Vienna The Wurtemberg 
Cham ber desired to vote a public celebration of his funeral. 
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Strauss cSd not think there was any ground for making a hero 
of this agitator, merely because he had been shot, and was not 
inclined to blame the Austrian Government very severely for 
meting out summary justice to a disturber of the peace. His 
attitude brought on him a vote of censure from his constituents. 
When, subsequently, the President of the Chamber called him 
to order for asserting that a previous speaker bad “concealed 
by sleight of hand” ( wegeskamottert \ “juggled away”) an important 
point m the debate, he refused to accept the vote of censure, 
resigned his membership, and ceased to attend the diets. As 
he himself put it, he “jumped out of the boat” Then began 
a period of restless wandering, during which he beguiled his 
time with litemy work. He wrote, inter alia, upon Lessing, 
Hutten, and Reimarus, rediscovering the last-named for his fellow 
countrymen. 

At the end of the 'sixties he returned once more to theology. 
His “Life of Jesus adapted for the German People” appeared in 
1864. In the preface he refers to Renan, and freely acknowledges 
the great merits of his work. 

The Prusso-Austrian war placed him in a difficult position. 
His histoncal insight made it impossible for him to share the 
particularism of his friends j on the contrary, he recognised that 
the way was now being prepared for the realisation of his dream 
of 1848 — an alliance of the smaller German States under the 
hegemony of Prussia As he made no secret of his opinions, he 
had the bitter experience of receiving the cold shoulder from men 
who had hitherto loyally stood by him. 

In the year 1870 it was granted to him to become the spokes- 
man of the German people, through a publication on Voltaire 
which had appeared not long before he had become acquainted 
with Renan In a letter to Strauss, written after the first battles, 
Renan made a passing allusion to these great events Strauss 
stared the opportunity to explain to him, m a vigorous “open 
letter of the rath of August, Germany’s reason and justification 
tor going to war. Receiving an answer from Renan, he then, in 
a second letter, of the 29th of September, took occasion to defend 
Germany s right to demand the cession of Alsace^ not on the 
ground or its having formerly been German territory, but for the 
defence of her natural frontiers The resounding echo evoked by 
these words, inspired, as they were, by the enthusiasm of the 

had ra tTbear mPenSate<i tlm for much of 15,6 obloquy which he had 


His last work, “ The Old Faith and the New,” appeared in 1872 

rmiTJJT 0 ’ as tf ,n . thc " ork on theology published in 1840-1841, he 
puts to himself the question, What is there of permanence in this 
artificial compound of theology and philosophy, faith and thought? 
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But he puts the question with a certain bitterness^ and shows himself 
too much under the influence of Darwinism, by which his mind 
was at that time dominated The Hegelian system of thought, 
which served as a firm basis for the work of 1840, has fallen m 
rums Strauss is alone with his own thought^ endeavouring to 
raise himself above the new scientific world-view. His powers of 
thought^ never, for all his critical acumen, strong on the creative 
side, and now impaired by age, were unequal to the task There 
is no force and no greatness in the book. 

To the question, “Are we still Christians?” he answers, “No” 
But to his second question, “Have we still a religion?” he is 
prepared to give an affirmative answer, if the assumption is granted 
that the feeling of dependence, of self-surrender, of inner freedom, 
which has sprung from the pantheistic world-view, can be called 
religion But instead of developing the idea of this deep inner 
freedom, and presenting religion m the form in which he had 
experienced it, he believes himself obliged to offer some new 
construction based upon Darwinism, and sets himself to answer 
the two questions, “How are we to understand the world? "and 
“How are we to regulate our lives?" — the form of the latter is 
somewhat lacking in distinction — m a quite impersonal way. It 
is only the schoolmaster and pedant in him — who was always at 
the elbow of the thinker even in his greatest works — that finds 
expression here. 

It was a dead book, in spite of the many editions which it 
went through, and the’ battle w hich raged over it was, like the 
fiercest of the Homeric battles, a combat over the dead 

The theologians declared Strauss bankrupt, and felt themselves 
nch because they had made sure of not being ruined by a similar 
unimaginative honesty Fnednch Nietzsche, from the height of 
his would-be Schopenhauenan pessimism, mocked at the fallen 
hero 

Before the year was out Strauss began to suffer from an internal 
ulcer. For many months he bore his sufferings with quiet resigna- 
tion and inner serenity, until on the 8th of February 1874, in 
bis native town of Ludwigsburg, death set him free. 

A few weeks earlier, on the 89th of December 1873, his 
sufferings and his thoughts received illuminating expression in the 
following poignant verses . — 

Wem ich dieses klage, 

Weiss, ich tJage nicht ; 

Dei ich dieses nge, 

Fllhlt, ich age nicht. 

Heute heivst’s veighmmcn, 

Wie on Licht Yenjlimmt, 

In die Loft vctsehwimmen, 

Wie an Ton verechnimrau 
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prepared to receive it by its manifestation in sensible form, and of 
whose thought and imagination that historical personality took 
snch complete possession, that for them the unity of Godhood and 
manhood assumed in Him enters into the common consciousness, 
and the "moments" which constitute the outward course of Hw 
life reproduce themselves in them in a spiritual fashion 

A purely historical presentation of the life of Jesus was in that 
fi’st period wholly impossible , what was operative was a creative 
reminiscence acting tinder the impulse of the idea which the 
personality of Jesus had called to hfe among mankind. And this 
idea of God-manhood, the realisation of which in every personality 
is the ultimate goal of humanity, is the eternal reality in the 
Person of Jesus, which no criticism can destroy 

However far criticism may go in proving the reaction of the 
idea upon the presentment of the historical course of the hfe 
of Jesus, the fact that Jesus represented that idea and called it 
to life among mankind is something real, something that no 
criticism can annul It is alive thenceforward — to this day, and 
for ever more 

It is in this emancipation of spirit, and in the consciousness 
that Jesus as the creator of the religion of humanity is beyond the 
reach of criticism, that Strauss goes to work, and batters down the 
rubble^ assured that his pick can make no impression on the stone 
He sees evidence that the time has come for this undertaking in 
the condition of exhaustion which characterised contemporary 
theology The supematuralistic explanation of the events of the 
hfe of Jesus had been followed by the rationalistic, the one making 
everything supernatural, the other setting itself to make all the 
events intelligible as natural occurrences. Each had said all that 
it had to say From their opposition now anses a new solution — 
the mythological interpretation This is a characteristic example 
of the Hegelian method — the synthesis of a thesis represented by 
the supematuralistic explanation with an antithesis represented by 
the rationalistic interpretation 

Strauss's Life of Jesus is, therefore, like Schleiermacher’s, the 
product of antithetic conceptions But whereas in the latter the 
antitheses Docetism and Ebionism are simply limiting conceptions, 
between which his view is statically suspended, the synthesis with 
which Strauss operates represents a composition of forces, of 
which his view is the dynamic resultant The dialectic is in the 
one case descriptive, in the other creative. This Hegelian dia- 
lectic determines the method of the work. Each incident of the 
life of Jesus is considered separately, first as supematurally 
explained, and then as rationahstically explained, and the one 
explanation is refuted by the other "By this means," says 
Strauss in his preface, "the incidental advantage is secured that 
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the work is fitted to serve as a repertory of the leading views and 
discussions of all parts of the Gospel history " 

In every case the whole range of representative opinions is 
reviewed Finally the forced interpretations necessitated by the 
naturalistic explanation of the narrative under discussion dnves 
the r eader back upon the superoaturahstic. That had been 
recognised by Hase and Schleiermacher, and they had felt them- 
selves obliged to make a place for inexplicable supernatural 
elements alongside of the histone elements of the life of Jesus. 
Contemporaneously there had sprung up in all directions new 
attempts to return by the aid of a mystical philosophy to the 
supematuralistic point of view of our forefathers But in these 
Strauss recognises only the last desperate efforts to make the past 
present and to conceive the inconceivable, and in direct opposi- 
tion to the reactionary ineptitudes by means of which cntical 
theology was endeavouring to work its way out of rationalism, he 
sets up the hypothesis that these inexplicable elements are 
mythical. 

In the stones pnor to the baptism, everything is myth The 
narratives are woven on the pattern of Old Testament prototypes, 
with modifications due to Messianic or messiamcally interpreted 
passages Since Jesus and the Baptist came into contact with one 
another later, it is felt necessary to represent their parents as 
having been connected The attempts to construct Davidic 
genealogies for Jesus, show us that there was a penod m the 
formation of the Gospel History during which the Lord was simply 
regarded as the son of Joseph and Mary, otherwise genealogical 
studies of this kind would not have been undertaken Even m 
the story of the twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple, there is 
scarcely more than a trace of historical material 

In the narrative of the baptism we may take it as certainly un- 
histoncal that the Baptist received a revelation of the Messianic 
dignity of Jesus, otherwise he could not later have come to doubt 
this Whether his message to Jesus is historical must be left an 
open question , its possibility depends on whether the nature of 
his confinement admitted of such communication with the outer 
world. Might not a natural reluctance to allow the Baptist to 
depart rtus life without at least a dawning recognition of the 
Messiahship of Jesus have here led to the insertion of a legendary 
tnut into the tradition ? If so, the historical residuum would be 
that Jesus was for a time one of the adherents of the Baptist, and 
was baptized by him, and that He soon afterwards appeared in 
Galilee with the same message which John had proclaimed, and 
even when He had outgrown his influence, never ceased to bold 
John m high esteem, as is shown by the eulogy which He pro- 
nounced upon him. But ,r f he baptism of John was a baptism of 
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repentance with a view to “him who was to come,” Jesus cannot 
have held Himself to be sinless when 5c submitted to it Other- 
wise we should have to suppose that He did it merely for appearance* 
sake Whether it was m the moment of the baptism that the 
consciousness of His Mcssiahship dawned upon Him, we cannot 
telL This only is certain, that the conception of Jesus as having 
been endowed with the Spirit at His baptism, was independent of, 
and earlier than, that other conception which held Him to have 
been supemnturally bom of the Spint We have, therefore, in the 
Synoptists several different strata of legend and narrative, which m 
some cases intersect and m some are superimposed one upon the 
other. 


The story of the temptation is equally unsatisfactory, whether it 
be interpreted as supernatural, or as symbolical cither of an inward 
struggle or of external events (as for example in Ventunm’s inter- 
pretation of it, where the part of the Tempter is played by a 
Pharisee) , it is simply primitive Christian legend, woven together 
out of Old Testament suggestions 

The call of the first disciples cannot have happened as it is 
narrated, without their having known anything of Jesus beforehand, 
the manner of the call is modelled upon the call of Elisha by 


Elijah The further legend attached to it — Peter’s miraculous 
draught of fishes — has arisen out of the saying about “fishers of 
men," and the same idea is reflected, at a different angle of 
refraction, m John mq The mission of the seventy is unhistoncal 
Whether the cleansing of the temple is historical, or whether 
rt arose out of a Messianic application of the text, “ My house shall 
be called a house of prayer,” cannot be determined The difficulty 
of forming a dear idea of the circumstances is not easily to be 
removed How freely the historical material has been worked up, 
is seen in the groups of stones which have grown out of a single 
incident , as, for example, the anointing of Jesus at Bethany by an 
unknown woman, out of which Luke has made an anointing by a 
penitent sinner, and John an anointing by Mary of Bethany 

As regards the healings, some of them are certainly historical, 
but not m the form in which tradition has preserved them The 
recognition of Jesus as Messiah by the demons immediately 
arouses suspicion It is doubtless rather to be ascribed to the 
tendency which grew up later to represent Him as receiving, in 
His Messianic character, homage even from the world of evil spirits, 
than to any advantage in respect of dearness of insight which 
distinguished the mentally deranged, in comparison with then 
contemporaries The cure of the demoniac in the synagogue at 
Capernaum may well be histoncal, but, in other cases, the pro- 
cedure is so often raised into the region of the miraculousthnia 
psychical influence of Jesus upon the sufferer no longer suffices 
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to explain it , the creative activity of legend must have come in to 
confuse the account of what really happened. 

One cure has sometimes given nse to three or four narratives. 
Sometimes we can still recognise the influences which have 
contributed to mould a story When, for example, the disciples 
are unable to heal the lunatic boy during Jesus’ absence on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, we are reminded of 3 Kings iv , where 
Elisha’s servant Gehazi tries in vain to bring the dead boy to life 
by using the staff of the prophet The immediate healing of 
leprosy has its prototype in the story of Naaman the Syrian The 
story of the ten lepers shows so dearly a didactic tendency that 
its histone value is thereby rendered doubtful 

The cures of blindness all go back to the case of the blind man 
at Jencho. But who can say how far this is itself historical? The 
cures of paralytics, too, belong rather to the equipment of the 
Messiah than to history The cures through touching clothes, and 
the healings at a distance, have myth written on their foreheads 
The fact is, the Messiah must equal, nay, surpass, the deeds of the 
prophets That is why raisings from the dead figure among His 
miracles. 


The nature mirades, over a collection of which Strauss puts 
the heading "Sea-Stones and Fish-Stones," have a much larger 
admixture of the mythical. His opponents took him severely to 
task for this irreverent supersenphon. 

The repetition of the story of the feeding of the multitude 
arouses suspicion regarding the credibility of what is narrated, and 
at once invalidates the hypothesis of the apostolic nnthnrdup c f 
the Gospel of Matthew Moreover, the incident was so naturally 
suggested by Old Testament examples that it would have been a 
miracle if such a story had not found its way into the Life of Jesus. 
An explanation on the analogy of an expedited process of nature, 
is here, as in the case of the miracle at Cana also, to be absolutely 
rejected. Strauss aUows it to be laughed out of court. The 
cursing of the fig-tree and its fulfilment go back in some way 
or other to a parable of Jesus, which was afterwards made into 
bistory. 

Mom important than the mirades heretofore mentioned are 
those which have to do with Jesus Himself and mark the crises 
of His history. The transfiguration had to find a place in the 
hfe of Jesus, because of the shining of Moses’ countenance. In 
dealing with the narratives of the resurrection it is evident that we 
must distinguish two different strata of legend, an older one. 
g-** * Ma^ew, which knew only of appearances m 

d , a later ’ “ whlch the Galilaean appearances are 
excluded in favour of appearances m Jerusalem In both cases, 
however, the narratives are mythical In any attempt to expliS 
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them we are forced on one horn of the dilemma or the other — if 
the resurrection was real, the death was not real, and vice versa. 
That the ascension is a myth is self-evident 

Such, and so radical, are the results at which Strauss’s criticism 
of the superoaturalistic and the rationalistic explanations of the 
life of Jesus ultimately arrives 

In reading Strauss’s discussions one is not so much struck with 
their radical character, because of the admirable dialectic skill with 
which he shows the total impossibility of any explanation which 
does not take account of myth On the wholes the supematuralistic 
explanation, which at least represents the plain sense of the nar- 
ratives, comes off much better than the rationalistic^ the artificiality 
of which is everywhere remorselessly exposed 

The sections which we have summarised are far from having 
lost their significance at the piesent day. They marked out the 
ground which is now occupied by modern critical study And they 
filled in the death-certificates of a whole senes of explanations 
which, at first sight, have all the air of being alive, but are not 
really so. If these continue to haunt present-day theology, it is 
only as ghosts, which can be put to flight by simply pronouncing 
the name of David Fnednch Strauss, and which would long ago 
have ceased to “ walk,” if the theologians who regard Strauss’s book 
as obsolete would only take the trouble to read it 

The results so far considered do not represent the elements 
of the life of Jesus which Strauss was prepared to accept as 
histoncal He sought to make the boundaries of the mythical 
embrace the widest possible area , and it is clear that he extended 


them too far. 

For one thing he overestimates the importance of the Old 
Testament motives in reference to the creative activity of the 
legend He does not see that while m many cases he has shown 
clearly enough the source of the form of the narrative in question, 
this does not suffice to explain its origin. Doubtless, there is 
mythical material in the story of the feeding of the multitude 
But the existence of the story is not explained by refemng to the 
manna in the desert, or the miraculous feeding of a multitude by 
Elisha 1 The story in the Gospel has far too much individuality 
for that, and stands, moreover, in much too closely articulated an 
histoncal connexion It must have as its basis some histoncal 
fact It is not a myth, though there is myth in it. Similarly with 
the account of the transfiguration The substratum of histoncal 
fact in the life of Jesus is much more extensile than Strauss is 
prepared to admit Sometimes he fails to see the foundations, 
because he proceeds like an explorer who, in working on the 
ruins of an Assyrian city, should cover up the most valuable 
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evidence with the rubbish thrown out from another portion of the 
excavations. 

Again, he sometimes rules out statements by assuming their 
impossibility on purely dialectical grounds, or by playing off the 
narratives one against another The Baptist’s message to Jesus 
is a case m point. This is connected with the fact that he often 
fails to realise the strong confirmation which the narratives derive 
from their connexion with the preceding and following context. 

That, however, was only to be expected. Who ever discovered 
a true principle without pressing its application too far? 

What really alarmed his contemporaries was not so much the 
comprehensive application of the mythical theory, as the general 
mining and sapping operations which they were obliged to see 
brought to bear upon the Gospels 

In section after section Strauss cross-examines the reports on 
every point, down to the minutest detail, and then pronounces m 
what proportion an alloy of myth enters into each of them In 
every case the decision is unfavourable to the Gospel of John 
Strauss was the first to take this view. It is true that, at the end 
of the eighteenth century, many doubts as to the authenticity of 
this Gospel had been expressed, and Bretschneider, the famous 
General Superintendent at Gotha (1776-1848), had made a tentative 
collection of them in his Probabilla * The essay made some stir 
at the time. But Schleiermacher threw the aegis of his authority 
over the authenticity of the Gospel, and it was the favourite Gospel 
of the rationalists because it contained fewer miracles than the 
others Bretschneider himself declared that he had been brought 
to a better opinion through the controversy. 

After this episode the Johanmne question had been shelved for 
fifteen years The excitement was, therefore, all the greater when 
Strauss reopened the discussion. He was opposing a dogma of 
critical theology, which, even at the present day, is wont to defend 
Us dogmas with a tenacity beyond that of the Church itself 

luminous haze of apparent circumstantiality which had 
hitherto prevented men from recognising the true character of 
«us Gospel is completely dissipated Strauss shows that the 
Johanmne representation of the life of Jesus is dominated by a 
theory, and that its portraiture shows the further development of 
the tendencies which are perceptible even 10 the S3 noptists He 
f °' exam P le > ,n case of the Johanmne narrative of 
the bapusm of Jesus, m which critics had hitherto seen the most 
medible account of what occurred, pointing out that it is just m 

BaL^ eU ^ SUn f K bat ^ **“* ae process of bn “S»' n g Jesus and the 
Baptist into the closest possible relations reaches its lim it. 
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Similarly, in regard to the call of the first disciples, it is, according 
to Strauss, a later postulate that they came from the Baptist’s 
following and were brought by him to the Lord. Strauss does not 
scruple even to assert that John introduces imaginary characters 
If this Gospel relates fewer miracles, the miracles which it retains 
are proportionately greater, so great, indeed, that their absolutely 
miraculous character is beyond the shadow of doubt, and, more- 
over, a moral or symbolical significance is added. 

Here, therefore, it is no longer the unconscious action of legend 
which selects, creates, or groups the incidents, but a dearly- 
determined apologetic and dogmatic purpose 

The question regarding the different representations of the 
locality and chronology of the life of Jesus, bad always been 
decided, prior to Strauss, in favour of the Fourth Gospel De 
Wette makes it an argument against the genuineness of Matthew's 
Gospel that it mistakenly confines the ministry of Jesus to Galilee. 
Strauss refuses to decide the question by simply weighing the 
chronological and geographical statements one against the other, 
lest he should be as one-sided ui his own way as the defenders of 
the authenticity of the Fourth Gospel were in theirs On tins 
point, he contents himself with remarking that if Jesus had really 
taught in Jerusalem on several occasions^ it is absolutely unin- 
telligible how all knowledge of this could have so completely 
disappeared from the Synoptic tradition, for His going up to the 
Passover at which He met His death is there represented as His 


sole journey to Jerusalem On the other hand, it is quite con* 
cexvable that if Jesus had only once been m Jerusalem there would 
be a tendency for legend gradually to make several journeys out of 
this one, on the natural assumption that He regularly went up to 
the Feasts, and that He would proclaim His Gospel not merely m 
the remote province, but also m the capital 

From the triumphal entry to the resurrection, the difference 
between the Synoptic and Johannme narratives is so great that an 
attempts to harmonise them are to be rejected How are we to 
reconcile the statement of the Synoptists that the ovation at the 
triumphal entry was offered by Gahlaeans who accompanied him, 
with that of John, according to which it was offered by a multitude 
from Jerusalem which came out to welcome Jesus — who, moreover, 
according to John, was not coming from Galilee and Jencho— and 
escorted Him into the aty To suppose that there were two 
different triumphal entries is absurd. . 

But the decision between John and the Synoptists is not toed 
solely upon their representation of the facts, the decisive cons.deia- 
tion is found in the ideas by which they are respectively dommated. 
Win represents a more advanced stage of the mythopoeic precis®, 
masmimh as be has substituted for the Jewish Messianic concep 
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rion. the Greek metaphysical conception of the Divine Sonship, 
and, on the has™ of his acquaintance with the Alexandrian Logos 
doctrine, even makes Jesus apply to Himself the Greek speculative 
conception of pre-existence The writer is aware of an alrrady 
existing danger from the side of a Gnostic docetism, and has him- 
self an apologetic Chnstology to propound, thus fighting the 
Gnostics as a Gnostic of another kind. That he is free from 
-cWMnfnrsI conceptions is not, from the historical point of view, 
an advantage, but very much the reverse He is not unacquainted 
with eschatology, but deliberately transforms it, endeavouring to 
substitute for the expectation of the Second Coming of Christ, as 
an external event of the future, the thought of His inward 


The most decisive evidence of all is found in the farewell 
discourses and in the absence of all mention of the spiritual struggle 
in Gethsemane The intention here is to show that Jesus not only 
had a foreknowledge of His death, but had long overcome it m 
anticipatio n, and went to meet His tragic fate with perfect inward 
serenity. That, however, is no historical narrative^ but the final 
stage of reverent idealisation 

The question is decided. The Gospel of John is inferior to 
the Synoptics as a historical source just in proportion as it is more 
strongly dominated than they by theological and apologetic 
interests It is true that the assignment of the dominant motives 
is for Strauss’s criticism mainly a matter of conjecture. He cannot 
define m detail the attitude and tendency of this Gospel, because 
the development of dogma in the second century was still to a 
great extent obscure He himself admits that it was only subse- 
quently, through the labours of Baur, that the positions which he 
had taken up m 1835 were rendered impregnable. And yet it is 
true to say that Johanmne study has added in principle nothing 
new to what was said by Strauss. He recognised the decisive 
point. With critical acumen he resigned the attempt to base a 
decision on a comparison of the historical data, and allowed the 
theological character of the two lines of tradition to determine the 
question Unless this is done the debate is endless, for an able 
man who has saom allegiance to John will always find a thousand 
ways in which the Johanmne data can be reconciled with those of 
the Synopusts, and is finally prepared to stake his life upon the 
exact point at which the missing account of the institution of the 
Lord's Supper must be inserted into the narrative. 

This changed estimate of John carries with it a reversal of die 
order in which the Gospels are supposed to have originated. 
Instead of John, Luke, Matthew, we have Matthew, Luke, and John 
— the first is last, and the last first. Strauss’s unsophisticated in- 
stinct freed Matthew from the humiliating vassalage to which 




Schleiermacher’s aesthetic had consigned him. The practice of 
differentiating between John and the Synoptists, which in the hands 
of Schleiermacher and Hase had been an elegant amusement, now 
received unexpected support, and it at last became possible for the 
study of the life of Jesus to go forward 

But no sooner had Strauss opened up the way than he closed 
it again, by refusing to admit the priority of Mark His attitude 
towards this Gospel at once provokes opposition. For him Mark is 
an epitomising narrator, a mere satellite of Matthew with no inde- 
pendent light His terse and graphic style makes on Strauss an 
impression of artificiality He refuses to believe this Evangelist 
when he says that on the first day at Capernaum “the whole 
town” (Mark i 33) came together before Peter’s door, and that, 
on other occasions (Mark 111 so, vi 31), the press was so 
great that Jesus and His disciples had no leisure so much as to 
eat “All very improbable traits,” he remarks, “the absence of 
which in Matthew is entirely to his advantage, for what else are 
they than legendary exaggerations ? " In this criticism he is at one 
with Schleiermacher, who in his essay on Luke 1 speaks of the 
unreal vividness of Mark “ which often gives his Gospel an almost 
apocryphal aspect ” 

This prejudice against Mark has a twofold cause In the first 
place, this Gospel with its graphic details had rendered great service 
to the rationalistic explanation of miracle Its description of the 
cure of the blind man at Betbsaida (Mark vm 23-26)— whose eyes 
Jesus first anointed with spittle, whereupon he at first saw things 
dimly, and then, after he had felt the touch of the Lord’s hand 
upon his eyes a second time, saw more clearly — was a ventable 
treasure- trove for rationalism As Strauss is disposed to deal 
much more peremptorily with the rationalists than with the super- 
naturalists, he puts Mark upon his trial, as their accessoiy before 
the fact, and pronounces upon him a judgment which is not 
entirely unprejudiced Moreover, it is not until the Gospels are 
looked at from the point of view of the plan of the history and the 
inner connexion of events that the superiority of Mark is clearly 
realised But this way of looking at the matter does not enter into 
Strauss’s purview On the contrary, he denies that there is any 
traceable connexion of events at all, and confines his attention 
to determining the proportion of myth in the content of each 


separate narrative . , , 

Of the Synoptic question he does not, strictly speaking, t ax e 
any account That was partly due to the fact that when be wrote 
it was in a thoroughly unsatisfactory position There was a con- 
fused welter of the most various hypotheses The priority of Mark, 

1 Dr Fir Schte.wmad.er, du Sch^n ^ 

(The Writings of Luke. A critical essay ) C Reuner, Berlin, 1B17 
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which bad had earlier champions in Koppe, 1 Storr,* Grata, 8 and 
Herder,* was now maintained by Credner and Lachmann, who saw 
m Matthew a combination of the logia-document with Mark. The 
“ primitive Gospel" hypothesis of Eichhorn, according to which 
the first three Gospels went back to a common source, not 
identical with any of them, had become somewhat discredited. 
There had been much discussion and various modifications of 
Gnesbach’s “dependence theory," according to which Mark was 
pieced together out of Matthew and Luke, and Schleiermacher’s 
Diigesentheom which saw the primary material not m a gospel, but 
m unconnected notes , from these, collections of narrative passages 
were afterwards formed, which in the post-apostohc period coalesced 
into continuous descriptions of the life of Jesus such as the three 
which have been preserved in our Synoptic Gospels 

In this matter Strauss is a sceptical eclectic. In the main he 
may be said to combine Griesbach’s theory of the secondary origin 
of Mark with Schleiennacher’s Dicgesentheoric, the latter answering 
to his method of treating the sections separately But whereas 
Schlaennacher had used the plan of John’s Gospel as a framework 
into which to fit the independent narratives, Strauss’s rejection of 
the Fourth Gospel left him without any means of connecting the 
sections He makes a point, indeed, of sharply emphasising this 
want of connexion , and it was just this that made his work appear 
so extreme 


The Synoptic discourses, like the Johanmne, are composite 
structures, created by later tradition out of sayings which originally 
belonged to different times and circumstances, arranged under 
certain leading ideas so as to form connected discourses The 
sermon on the mount, the discourse at the sending forth of the 
twelve, the great parable-discourse, the polemic against the 
Pharisees, have all been gradually formed like geological deposits, 
bo far as the original juxtaposition may be supposed to have been 
here and there preserved, Matthew is doubtless the most trustworthy 
authority for it “From the comparison which we have been 
making, says Strauss in one passage, “ we can already see that the 
hard pit of these sayings of Jesus {die komigtn Reden Jem) has 
not indeed been dissolved by the flood of oral tradition, but they 
toye often been washed away from their original position and like 
ung pebbles (Gerolle) have been deposited m places to which 
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they do not properly belong ” 1 And, moreover, we find this dis 
tinction between the first three Evangelists, viz. that Matthew is a 
skilful collector who, while he is far from having been able always 
to give the original connexion, has at least known how to bnng 
related passages aptly together, whereas in the other two many 
fragmentary sayings have been left exactly where chance had 
deposited them, which was generally m the interstices between the 
larger masses of discourse Luke, indeed, has in some cases made 
an effort to give them an artistic setting which is, however, by no 
means a satisfactory substitute for the natural connexion 

It is in his criticism of the parables that Strauss is most extreme 
He starts out from the assumption that they have mutually 
influenced one another, and that those which may possibly be 


genuine have only been preserved in a secondary form. In the 
parable of the marriage supper of the king’s son, for example, he 
confidently assumes that the conduct of the invited guests, who 
finally ill-treated and slew the messengers, and the question why 
the guest is not wearing a wedding-garment are secondary features 
How external he supposes the connexion of the narratives to be 
is clear from the way m which he explains the juxtaposition of the 
story of the transfiguration with the “discourse while descending 
the mountain ” They have, he says, really nothing to do with one 
another. The disciples on one occasion asked Jesus about the 
coming of Elijah as forerunner, Elijah also appears in the story 
of the transfiguration accordingly tradition simply grouped the 
transfiguration and the discourse together under the heading 
"Elijah,” and, later on, manufactured a connexion between them 
The tendency of the work to purely critical analysis, the 
ostentatious avoidance of any positive expression of opinion, and" 
not least, the manner of regarding the Synopbsts as mere bundles 
of narratives and discourses, make it difficult — indeed, strictly 
s peaking, impossible — to determine Strauss’s own distinctive con- 
ception of the life of Jesus, to discover what he really thinks is 
moving behind the curtain of myth According to the view taken 
in regard to this point his work becomes either a negative or a 
positive life Jesus There are, for instance, a number of 
incidental remarks which contain the suggestion of i posittve 
construction of the life of Jesus If they were taken out of then 
context and brought together they would yield a picture which 
would have points of contact with the latest eschatological view 
Strauss, however, deliberately restricts h.s positive £ 

these few detached remarks He follows out no kae to 
conclusion Each separate problem is indeed considered,^ 
light is thrown upon it from various quarters with much critical 

i We take the translation of tine striking image from San day's “ Survey of the 
Synoptic Question," The Exporter, «th ser vol 3 . P S°7 
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skill But he will not venture on a solution of any of them. 
Sometimes, when he thinks he has gone too far m the way of 
positive suggestion, he deliberately wipes it all out again with some 
expression of scepticism. 

As to the duration of the ministry he will not even offer a vague 
conjecture. As to the connexion of certain events, nothing can, 
according to him, be known, since the Johanmne outline cannot be 
accepted and the Synoptists arrange everything with an eye to 
analogies and association of ideas, though they flattered themselves 
that they were giving a chronologically arranged narrative From 
the contents of the narratives, however, and from the monotonous 
recurrence of certain formulae of connexion, it is evident that no 
dear view of an organically connected whole can be assumed to be 
present in their work. We have no fixed points to enable us to 
reconstruct even in a measure the chronological order. 

Especially interesting is his discussion of the tide “ Son of Man.” 
In the saying " the Son of Man is Lord also of the Sabbath day " 
(Matt, xu 8), the expression might, according to Strauss, simply 
denote “man ” In other passages one gets the impression that 
Jesus spoke of the Son of Man as a supernatural person, qmte 
distinct from Himself, but identified with the Messiah. This is the 


most natural explanation of the passage m Matt x 23, where he 
promises the disciples, in sending them forth, that they shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel before die Son of Man shall 
come. Here Jesus speaks of the Messiah as if He Himself were 
his forerunner. These sayings would, therefore, fall in the first 
penod, before He knew Himself to be the Messiah. Strauss does 
not suspect the significance of this incidental remark , it contains 
die germ of the solution of the problem of the Son of Man on the 
lines of Johannes Weiss. But immediately scepticism triumphs 
again. How can we tell, asks Strauss, where the tide Son of Man 
is genuine m the sayings of Jesus, and where it has been inserted 
without special significance, merely from habit? 

Net less insoluble, in his opinion, is the question regarding die 
point 01 brae at which Jesus claimed the Messianic dignity for 
Himself. Whereas in John," Strauss remarks, "Jesus remains 
constant in His avowal, his disciples and followers constant in their 
that He ,s the Messiah > in the Synoptic^ on the other 
the S” 5 * !? t0 ®P eak » relapses to be observed, so that, in 

Si . d f»Ples and the people generally, the convicnon 
r ,l hShlp expressed on ^her occasions, sometimes, m 
m of . * e narrative, disappears again and gives place to a 

much lower view of Him j and even Jes^ Himself, in companion 

occasions anambl S uous declaration, is more reserved on later 

Sr£ P hl w C a l C0Un 3 0f the confession of the Messiahship at 
Philippi, where Jesus pronounces Peter blessed because of 
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his confession, and at the same time forbids the Twelve to speak 
of it, is unintelligible, since according to this same Gospel His 
Messiahship had been mooted by the disciples on several previous 
occasions, and had been acknowledged by the demoniacs The 
Synoptists, therefore, contradict themselves Then there are the 
further cases m which Jesus forbids the making known of His 
Messiahship, without any reason whatever It would, no doubt, be 
historically possible to assume that it only gradually dawned upon 
Him that He was the Messiah — in any case not until after His 
baptism by John, as otherwise He would have to be supposed to 
have made a pretence upon that occasion — and that as often as 
the thought that He might be the Messiah was aroused in others 
by something that occurred, and was suggested to Him from without. 
He was immediately alarmed at hearing spoken, aloud and definitely, 
that which He Himself had scarcely dared to cbensh as a possi- 
bility, or in regard to which He had only lately attained to a dear 


conviction 

From these suggestions one thing is evident, namely, that for 
Strauss the Messianic consciousness of Jesus was an historical fact; 
and is not to be referred, as has sometimes been supposed, to myth 
To assert that Strauss dissolved the life of Jesus into myth is, in 
fact, an absurdity which, however often it may be repeated by 
people who have not read his book, or have read it only super- 
ficially, does not become any the less absurd by repetition 

To come to detail, Jesus thought of His Messiahship according 
to Strauss, in the form that He, although of human parentage 
should after His earthly life be taken up into heaven, and thence 
should come again to bring in His Kingdom “ As, moreover, in 
the higher Jewish theology, immediately after the time of Jesus, the 
idea of the pre-existence of the Messiah was present, the conjecture 
naturally suggests itself that it was also present at the time when 
Jesus' thoughts were being formed, and that consequently, if He 
once began to think of Himself as the Messiah, He might also have 
referred to Himself this feature of the Messianic conception 
Whether Jesus had been initiated, as Paul was, into the wisdom ot 
the schools m such a way that He could draw this conception from 

't, is no doubt open to question ” „ , 

In his treatment of the eschatology Strauss maxes a valiant 
effort to escape from the dilemma "otter spiritual or political in 
regard to the Messianic plans of Jesus, and to make the escha - 
logical expectation intelligible as one which did not set its hopes 
upon human aid, but on Divine intervention. This is one : of th^ 
most important contributions to a real understanding of the esdufrj 
logical problem Sometimes one almost seems to be : reanmg 
Johannes Weiss, as, for example, when Strauss 
could promise His followers that they should sit on thrones witnou 
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thinking of a political revolution, because He expected a reversal 
of present conditions to be brought about by God, and referred this 
judicial authority and kingly rule to the time of the iroX«yytv«rfa 
“Jesus, therefore, certainly expected to restore the throne of David, 
and, -with His disciples, to rule over a people freed from political 
bondage, but in this expectation He did not set His hopes on the 
sword of human followers (Luke xxii. 38, Matt, xxvi 52), but upon 
the legions of angels which His heavenly Father could give Him 
(Matt xxvi. 53) When He speaks of the coming of His Messianic 
glory, it is with angels and heavenly powers that He surrounds 
ffimsplf (Matt xvi. 27, xxiv. 30 ff, xxv. 31). Before the majesty of 
the Son of Man coming m the clouds of heaven the nations will 
submit without striking a blow, and at the sound of the angel’s 
trumpet-blast will, with the dead who shall then anse, range 
themselves before Him and His disciples for judgment. All this 
Jesus did not purpose to bnng about by any arbitrary action of 
His own, but left it to His heavenly Father, who alone knew the 
nght moment for this catastrophic change (Mark xm. 3a), to give 
Him the signal of its coming , and He did not waver m His faith 
even when death came upon Him before its realisation Any one 
who shrinks from adopting this view of the Messianic background of 
Jesus’ plans, because he fears by so doing to make Jesus a visionary 
enthusiast, must remember how exactly these hopes corresponded 
to the long-cherished Messianic expectation of the Jews ; and how 
easily, on the supematurahstic assumptions of the period and among 
a people which preserved so strict an isolation as the Jews, an ideal 
which was in itself fantastic, if it were the national ideal and had 
some true and good features, could take possession of the mind 
even of one who was not inclined to fanaticism.” 

One of the principal proofs that the preaching of Jesus was 
eschatologically conditioned is the Last Supper “When,” says 
Strauss, “He concluded the celebration with the saying, ‘I will 
not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new 
with you m my Father’s kingdom,’ He would seem to have 
expected that in the Messianic kingdom the Passover would be 
celebrated with peculiar solemnity Therefore, in nssnni> g them 
that they shall next partake of the Feasts not m the present age, but 
in the new era, He evidently expects that within a year’s time the 
pre-Messiamc dispensation will have come to an end and the 
Messianic age will have begun ” But it must be admitted, Strauss 
immediately adds, that the definite assurance which the Evangelists 
put into His mouth may after all only have been m reality an 
expression of pious hope In a similar way he qualifies his other 
statements regarding the eschatological ideas of Jesus by recalling 
that we cannot determine the part which the expectations of 
primitive Christianity may have had in moulding these sayings. 
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Thus, for example, the opinions which he expresses on the great 
Parousia discourse m Matt xuv. are extremely cautious. The 
detailed. prophecies regarding the Second Coming which the 
Synoptists put into the mouth of Jesus cannot be derived from 
Jesus Himself The question suggests itself, however, whether He 
did not cherish the hope, and make the promise that He would 
one day appear in glory as the Messiah? "If in any period of 
His life He held Himself to be the Messiah — and that there was a 
period when Hedid so there can be no doubt — and if He desenbed 
Himself as the Son of Man, He must have expected the coming 
m the clouds which Daniel had ascribed to the Son of Man, but 
it may be questioned whether He thought of this as an exalta- 
tion which should take place even in Hts lifetime, or as something 
which was only to take place after Hi s death Utterances like 
Matt, x 23, xvi 28 rather suggest the former, but the possibility 
remains that later, when he had begun to feel that His death was 
certain, his conception took the latter form, and that Matt xxvi 64 
was spoken w ith this m view " Thus, even for Strauss, the problem of 
the Son of Man is already the central problem in which are focused 
all the questions regarding the Messiahship and eschatology 

From all this it may be seen how strongly he had been 
influenced by Rcunarus, whom, indeed, he frequently mentions 
It would be still more evident if he had not obscured his histoncal 
views by constantly bringing the mythological explanation into play. 

The thought of the supernatural realisation of the Kingdom 
of God must also, according to Strauss, be the starting-point of any 
attempt to understand Jesus’ attitude towards the Law and the 
Gentiles, so far as that is possible in view of the conflicting data 
The conservative passages must cany most weight They need 
not necessarily fall at the beginning of His ministry, because it is 
questionable whether the hypothesis of a later penod of increasing 
liberality in regard to the law and the Gentiles can be made 
probable There would be more chance of proving that the 
conservative sayings are the only authentic ones, for unless all the 
indications are misleading the terminus a quo lor this change of 
attitude is the death of Jesus He no doubt looked forward to 
the abolition of the Law and the removal of the barriers between 
Tew and Gentile, but only in the future Kingdom “If that be so, 
remarks Strauss, “the difference between the views of Jesus and ot 
Paul consisted only m this, that while Jesus expected these limita- 
tions to fall away when, at His second coming, the earth should be 
renewed, Paul believed himself justified m doing away with i them 
to consequence of the first coming of the Messiah, upon the still 

“"^hrSctoitdogical passages are therefore the most authentic 
ot all If there is anything historic about Jesus, it is His assertion 
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of the claim that in the coming kingdom He Mould be manifested 
as the Son of Man 

On the other hand, in the predictions of the passion and 
resurrection we are on quite uncertain ground. The detailed 
statements regarding the manner of the catastrophe place it beyond 
doubt that we have here vatictma ex eventu. Otherwise the despair 
of the disciples when the events occurred could not be explained 
Yet it is possible that Jesus had a prevision of His death Perhaps 
the resolve to die was essential to His conception of the Messiih- 
ship and He was not forced thereto by circumstances This we 
might be able to determine with certainty if we had more exact 
information regarding the conception of the suffering Messiah in 
contemporary Jewish theology; which is, however, not available 
We do not even know whether the conception had ever existed m 
Judaism “In the New Testament it almost looks as if no one 
among the Jews had ever thought of a suffering or dying Messiah ” 
The conception can, however, certainly be found in later passages 
of Rabbinic literature 


The question is therefore insoluble We must be content to 
work with possibilities The result of a full discussion of the 
resolve to suffer and the significance attached to the suffering is 
summed up by Strauss in the following sentences “In view of 
these considerations it is possible that Jesus might, by a natural 
process of thought, have come to see how greatly such a catastrophe 
would contribute to the spiritual development of His disciples, and 
m accordance with national conceptions, interpreted in the light of 
some Old Testament passages, might have arrived at the idea of 


an atoning power m His Messianic death At the same time the 
explicit utterance which the Synoptists attribute to Jesus riwmh mg 
His death as an atoning sacrifice, might well belong rather to the 
system of thought which grew up after the death of Jesus, and the 
saying which the Fourth Gospel puts into His mouth regarding the 
relation of His death to the coming of the Paraclete might seem 
to be prophecy after the event So that even m these sayings of 
Jesus regarding the purpose of His death, it is necessary to 
distinguish between the particular and the general.” 

Strauss’s “ Life of Jesus ” has a different significance for modern 
theology from that which it had for his contemporaries For them 
it was the work which made an end of miracle as a matter of 
historical belief, and gave the mythological explanation its due. 

we, however, find in it also an historical aspect of a positive 
haracter, inasmuch as the histone Personality which emerges from 
my v h 1S a J ewlsh claimant of the Messiahship, whose 
ram l h ° U8ht f P ure ‘y eschatological Strauss is, therefore, no 
mere destroyer of untenable solutions, but also the prophet of a 
coming advance in knowledge. ** 
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It x\as, however, his own fault that his merit m this respect was 
not recognised m the nineteenth century, because in his "Life of 
Jesus for the German People " (1864), where he undertook to draw 
a positive histone picture of Jesus, he renounced his better opinions 
of 1835, eliminated eschatology, and, instead of the histone Jesus, 
portrayed the Jesus of liberal theology. 
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STRAUSS'S OPPONENTS AND SUPPORTERS 

David Friedrich Strauss. Streitsehnften rur Verteidigung meiner Schnft fiber das 
Leben-Jesu and rur Charaktensllk der gegenwartigen Theologie {Replies to 
criticisms of my work on the Life of Jesus , with an estimate of present-day 
theology ) Tubingen, 1837 

Das Leben-Jesu, 310 verbesserte Auflage (3rd revised edition) 1838-1839. 
Tubingen 

August Tholuok. Die Glaubwurdigkeit der evangclischen Geschichte, zugleich erne 
Kntik des Lebens Jesu von Strauss (The Credibility of the Gospel History , 
with an incidental criticism of Strauss's *• Leben-Jesu ”) Hamburg, 1837. 

Aug Vmh Neander. Das Leben Jesu-Christi Hamburg. 1837 

Dr Meanders auf hbhere Veranlassung abgefasstes Gutachten fiber das Buch des 
Dr Strauss' ■ ■ Leben-Jesu " nnd das ra Benehmig auf die Verbreitung desselben zu 
beachtende Verlahren (Dr Meander’s report, drawn up at the request of the 
authorities, upon Dr Strauss's "Leben-Jesu" and the measures to be adopted m 
regard to Us circulation ) 1836 , 

Leonhard Hug Gutachten dber das Leben-Jesu, kntisch bearbeitet von D Fr 
Strauss (Report on D Fr Strauss's critical work upon the Life of Jesus ) 
Freiburg. 1840 

Christian Gottlob Wilke Tradition und Mythe. Em Beitrag rur histonsehen 
Kntik der kanontschen Evangelieu uberhaupt, we msbesondere rur WOrdigung 
des my thischcn Idealism us un Leben-Jesu von Strauss (Tradition and Myth 
A Contribution to the General Htstoncal Cnticism of the Gospels . with 
special reference to the mythical idealism of Strauss's “ Leben-Jesu.”) Leipzig, 
1837 

August Ebrard Wissenschaftliche Kntik der evangclischen Geschichte. (Scientific 
Cnticism of the Gospel History ) Frankfort, 1843 

Georg Helnr Aug Ewald Geschichte Cbnstus' und seiner Zeit [History of 
Chnst and His Times.) 1855 Filth volume of the “Geschichte des Volkes 
Israel *' 

Christoph Fnednch von Ammon. Die Geschichte des Lebens Jesu mu steter 
RUcksicht auf die vorhandenen Quelleu (History of the Lire of Jesus with 
constant reference to the extant sources ) 3 vols 1843-1847 

Scarcel\ ever has a book let loose such a storm of controversy ; 
and scarcely ever has a controversy been so barren of immediate 
result. The fertilising rain brought up a crop of toad-stools Of 
the forty or fifty essays on the subject which appeared in the next 
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five jcars, there arc only four or fnc rvhu.Ii are of anj value, and 
even of these the value is very small 

Strauss’s first idea was to deal with each of Ins opponents 
separately, and he published in 1837 three successive Stmt- 
uknften 1 In the preface to the first of these he states that he 
has kept silence for two jears from a rooted objection to anything 
in the nature of reply or counter-criticism, and because he hid 
little expectation of an) good results from such controversy These 
essays are able, and arc often written with biting scorn, especially 
that directed against his inveterate enemy, Stcudcl of Tubingen, 
the representative of intellectual supornaturahsm, and that against 
Eschcnmajcr, a pastor, also of Tubingen To a work of the Tatter, 
“The Iscariotism of our Days" (1835), he had referred in the 
preface to the second volume of his Life of Jesus in the following 
remark* “This offspring of the legitimate marriage between 
theological ignorance and religious intolerance, blessed by a sleep 
walking philosoph), succeeds in making itself so completely 
ridiculous that it renders any serious reply unnecessary." 

But for all Ins sarcasm Strauss docs not show himself nn 
adroit debater m this controvert, any more than in later times 
in the Diet 

It is indeed remarkable how unskilled in polemics is this man 
who had produced a critical work of the fust importance with 
almost playful case If his opponents made no effort in understand 
him rightl) — and man) of them certain!) wrote without having 
carcfull) studied the fourteen hundred pages of his two volumes — 
Strauss on his part seemed to be stricken with a kind of uncertainty 
lost himself in a maze of detail, and failed to keep continually 
re formulating the main problems which he had set up for discussion, 
and so compelling his adversaries to face them fairly. 

Of these problems there were three The first was composed 
of the related questions regarding miracle and m)th, the set end 
concerned the connexion of the Christ offiuth with the Jesus of 
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Histo ry , the third referred to the relation of the Gospel of John to 
the Synoptists 

It was the first that attracted most attention j more than half 
the cntics devoted themselves to it alone. Even so they failed to 
get a thorough gTasp of it The only thing that they clearly see 
is that Strauss altogether denies the miracles , the full scope of the 
mythological explanation as applied to the traditional records of 
die life of Jesus, and the extent of the historical material which 
Strauss is prepared to accept, is still a nddle to them That is in 
some measure due, it must in fairness be said, to the arrangement 
of Strauss’s own work, m which the unconnected series of separate 
investig ations makes the subject unnecessarily difficult even for one 
who wishes to do the author justice. 

The attitude towards miracle assumed in the anti-Strauss 
literature shows how far the anti-rationalistic reaction had earned 
professedly scientific theology in the direction of supernaturalism. 
Some significant symptoms had begun to show themselves even 
m Hase and Schleiermacher of a tendency towards the overcoming 
of rationalism by a kind of intellectual gymnastic which ran some 
risk of falling into insincenty. The essential character of this 
new kind of histoncal theology first came to light when Strauss 
put it to the question, and forced it to substitute a plain yes or no 
for the ambiguous phrases with winch this school had only too 
quickly accustomed itself to evade the difficulties of the problem 
of miracle. The mottoes with which this new school of theology 
adorned the works which it sent forth against the untimely troubler 
of their peace manifest its complete perplexity, and display the 
coquettish resignation with which the sacred learning of the time 
essayed to cover its nakedness, after it had succumbed to the 
temptation of the serpent insincerity. Adolf Harless of Erlangen 
chose the melancholy saying of Pascal : " Tout toume bien pour 
les dlus, jusqu’aux obscuritds de l’dcnture, car lls Ies honorent k 
cause des dartgs divines qu’ils y voient; et tout tourne en mal 
aux reprouvis, jusqu’aux Claris, car ils les blasphkment k cause des 
obscuntds qu’ils n’entendent pas ” 1 

Herr Wilhelm Hoffmann, 8 deacon at Wmnenden, selected Bacon’s 
aphorism* “ Animus ad amphtudinem mystenorum pro modulo suo 
dilatetur, non mysteria ad angustias animi constnngantur.” (Let 
the mind, so far as possible, be expanded to the greatness of the 
mysteries, not the mysteries contracted to the compass of the mind ) 

*“ Everything terns to the advantage of the elect, even to the obscurities of 
senptore, for they treat them with reverence because of its perspicuities , everything 
torus to the disadvantage of the reprobate, even to the persptctuues of scripture, 
for they blaspheme them because they cannot understand its obscurities ” For the 
title of Harless's essay , see end of previous no e. 

s Dot Ltfon-Juu tntack ieariettel van Dr D F Strauss Gtpruft fur 
Thtvlogm uni A tcht- Thtologen, von Wilhelm Hoffmann 1836 (Strauss's Critical 
Study of the Life of Jesus examined for the Benefit of Theologians and n on-Theologians. ) 



100 STRAUSS'S OPPONENTS AND SUPPORTERS 


Professor Ernst Osiander, 1 of the seminary at Maulbronn, 
appeals to Gcero: “O magna vis ventatis, quae contra hommum 
ingema, calhditatem, sollertiam facilitate se per ipsam defendit" 
(O mighty power of truth, which against all the ingenious devices^ 
die craft and subtlety, of men, easily defends itself by its own 
strength 1) 

Franz Baader, of Munich, 9 ornaments his work with the reflection. 
“II faut que les homines soient bien loin de toi, 6 Vdntdl puisque 
tu supporte (stef) leur ignorance, leura erreurs, et leurs crimes” 
(Men must indeed be far from thee, O Truth, since thou art able 
to bear with their ignorance, their errors, and their cnmeB 1) 

Tholuck 3 girds himself with the Catholic maxim of Vincent 
of Lenns “Teneamus quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus 
creditum est ” (Let us hold that which has been believed always, 
everywhere, by all ) 

The fear of Strauss had, indeed, a tendency to inspire Protestant 
theologians with catholicising ideas One of the most competent 
reviewers of his book, Dr Ullmann m the Studten und Kntiken, 
had expressed the wish that it had been written in Latin to prevent 
its doing harm among the people 4 An anonymous dialogue of the 
period shows us the schoolmaster coming m distress to die clergy- 
man He has allowed himself to be persuaded into reading the 
book by his acquaintance the Major, and he is now anxious to 
get nd of the doubts which it has aroused in him When his cure 
has been safely accomplished, the reverend gentleman dismisses 
him with the following exhortation “Now I hope that after the 
experience which you have had you will for the future refrain from 
reading books of this land, which are not written for you, and of 
which there is no necessity for you to take any notice, and for 
the refutation of which, should that be needful, you have no 


1 Atoltnt da Lcbtns Jtsu gtgaUlbtr dm nettaisn Vtrsuck, a m UyUun aaf 
....... (Defence of the Life of Jesus against the latest attempt to resolve it into 

myth 1 By Job Ernst Osmnder. Professor at the Evangelical Seminary at Maulbronn. 

s UUr das btbtn-Jau vat Strauss, von Fran* Bander, 1836 Here may do 
mentioned also the lectures which Kiabbe (subsequently Professor at Rostoc*) 
delivered against Strauss Vq riaungtn iibtr das Ltbtn-Jaufilr Thtologtnvnd Htcht 
Theoloptn (Lectures on the Life of Jesus for Theologians and non-Theologians>, 
Hamburg. 1639 They are more tolerable to non-theologians than to theologia 
The aulbor at a later period distinguished himself by the fanatical «* 1 w> 
which he urged on the deposition of his colleague, Michael Baumgaiteo , whose 
Gesektek U Jau, published In 1839. though fully accepting the miracles, was weighed 
m the balance by K rub be and found light weight by the Rostock standard 
. Fm^etltle, see head of chapter 8 Tholuck w« born a. *799 « 

wS’Se'Jo^wS dZgu.sbed 

s 

»*■ ZTuM *1836 'p * 1 777 ° r i°n rth h^''Open letter to Dr Ullmann,- Sbauss 

suggestion m P a s^ous and dignified fa^ioo and shot™ that noibmg 

would be gained by such expedients — Stmtschnficn, 3 ^ P* • P 9 
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equipment You may be quite sure that anything useful or 
profitable for you which such books may contain will reach you 
in due course through the proper channel and in the right way, 
and, that being so, you are under no necessity to jeopardise any 
part of your peace of mind " 

Tholuck’s work professedly aims only at presenting a “ historical 
argument for the credibility of the miracle stones of the Gospels.” 
“ Even if we admit,” he says in one place, “ the scientific position 
that no act can have proceeded from Chnst which transcends the 
laws of nature, there is still room for the mediating view of Chnsl’s 
miracle-working activity. This leads us to think of mystenous 
powers of nature as operating in the history of Chnst — powers 
such as we have some partial knowledge of, as, for example, those 
magnetic powers which have survived down to our own time, like 
ghosts lingering on after the coming of day ” From the standpoint 
of this spunous rationalism he proceeds to take Strauss to task 
for rejecting the miracles “Had this latest cntic been able to 
approach the Gospel miracles without prejudice, m the Spint of 
Augustine’s declaration, ‘dandum est deo, eum aliquid facere posse 
quod nos investigare non possumus,’ he would certainly — since he 
is a man who in addition to the acumen of the scholar possesses 


sound common sense — have come to a different conclusion m regard 
to these difficulties As it is, however, he has approacned the 
Gospels with the conviction that miracles are impossible ; and on 
that assumption, it was certain before the argument began that 
the Evangelists were either deceivers or deceived.” 

Neander, in his Life of Jesus , 1 handles the question with more 
delicacy of touch, rather in the style of Schleiermacher “ Chnst’s 
miracles,” he explains, “ are to be understood as an influencing of 
nature, human or material ” He does not, however, give so much 


. Da i Lelot Jau-Chniti Hamburg, 1837 Aug Wilhelm Neander was born m 
1789 at Gottingen, of Jewish parents, his real name being David Mendel. He was 
baptized in 1806. studied theology, and m 18x3 was appointed to a professorship in 
ul ”j* r ' he displayed a many-sided activity and exercised a beneficent influence 
He died m 1830 The best-known of hts writings is the GcicJuchte dcr Pdanzunc 
uni Lalung dcr ckt'rthchcn Kirche dttrch du Afrntel (History of the Propagation 
and Administration of the Christian Church by the Apostles Hamburg, 1833-1833, 
a r e P n ? t appeared as late as 1890 Neander was a man nol only of deep 
piety, but also of great solidity of character 

^Strauss, in his Life of Jesus of 1864, passes the following judgment upon Neander'i 
sudl M ln tbcse circumstances Neander's Life of Jesus was bound 
10 be calls forth our sympathy , the author himself acknowledges in his preface that 
« bears upon it only too clearly the marks of the time of crisis, dmsion, pain, and 
distress in which it was produced " 

innumerable ■■positne" Lives of Jesus which appeared about the end of 
the Amies we may mention that of Julius Hartmann (a sols , 1837-1830) Among 
Sykter of Jesus of the mediating theology may be mentioned thafof Theodore 
TOssetor I abmgen, w hich was much read at the time of us appearance ( x8«7. eoa dd 1 
? '*“*«“» £e may also mention 

Hofmann* W ^ Llehtenslem (Erlangen, 1856). which reflects the ideas of von 
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prominence as Schleiermacher had done to the difficulty involved u 
the supposition of an influence exercised upon material nature. 
He repeats Schleiennacher’s assertions, but without the imposing 
dialectic which m Schleiermacher’s hands almost commands assent. 
In regard to the miracle at Cana he remarks “ We cannot indeed 
form any clear conception of an effect brought about by the intro- 
duction of a higher creative principle into the natural order, since 
we have no experience on which to base such a conception, but we 
are by no means compelled to take this extreme view as to what 
happened , we may quite well suppose that Christ by an immediate 
influence upon the water communicated to it a higher potency 
which enabled it to produce the effects of strong wine " In the 
case of all the miracles he makes a point of seeking not only the 
explanation, but the higher symbolical significance. The miracle 
of the fig-tree — which is sut generis — has only this symbolical sig- 
nificance^ seeing that it is not beneficent and creative but destructive. 
“It can only be thought of as a vivid illustration of a prediction of 
the Divine judgment, after the manner of the symbolic actions of 
the Old Testament prophets ” 

With reference to the ascension and the resurrection he writes : 
“ Even though we can form no clear idea of the exact way in which 
the exaltation of Chnst from the earth took place — and indeed 
there is much that is obscure m regard to the earthly life of Chnst 
after His resurrection — yet, m its place in the organic unity of the 
Christian faith, it is as certain as the resurrection, which apart from 
it cannot be recognised in its true significance^" 

That extract is typical of Neanderts Life of Jesus, which in its 
time was hailed as a great achievement, calculated to provide a 
learned refutation of Strauss’s criticism, and of which a seventh 
edition appeared as late as 187a The real piety of heart with 
which it is imbued cannot conceal the fact that it is a patchwork of 
unsatisfactory compromises It is the child of despair, and has 
perplexity for godfather One cannot read ll without pain 

Neander, however, may fairly claim to be judged, not by this 
work, hut by his personal attitude m the Strauss controversy. And 
here he appears as a magnanimous and dignified representative of 
theological science Immediately after the appearance of Strauss’s 
book, which, it was at once seen, would cause much offence^ the 
Prussian Government asked Neander to report upon it, with a view 
to prohibiting the circulation, should there appear to be grounds for 
doing so He presented his report on the 15th of November 183s, 
and, an inaccurate account of it having appeared in the AUgetnunt 
Zeitung, subsequently published it 1 In it he censures the work as 
being written from a too purely rationalistic point of view, but 
strongly urges the Government not to suppress it by an edict He 

1 For title sea bead of chapter 
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describes it as "a book which, it must be admitted, constitutes a 
danger to the sacred interests of the Church, but which follows the 
method of endcavouruig to produce a reasoned conviction by means 
of argument. Hence any other method of dealing with it than by 
meeting argument with argument will appear in the unfavourable 
light of an arbitrary interference with the freedom of science ” 

In holding that scientific theology will be able by its own 
strength to overthrow whatever in Strauss’s Life of Jesus deserves to 
be overthrown, Neander is at one with the anonymous writer of 
“ Aphorisms m Defence of Dr. Strauss and his Work,” 1 who consoles 
himself with Goethe's saying — 

Das TSehtige, auch wean es ftlsch 1st, 

Wjrkt Tag filr Tag, von Hans zu Hans j 
Das Tuehuge, wenn's wahrhafbg 1 st, 

Wirkt uber alle Zeiten hinans 9 


(Strive bard, and though your atm be wrong. 
Your work shall live its little day , 

Strive bard, and for the truth be strong, 

Your work shall live and grow for aye ) 


"Dr. Strauss,” says this anonymous writer, "does not represent 
the author’s views, and he on his part cannot undertake to defend Dr 
Strauss's conclusions. But it is clear to him that Dr Strauss’s work 
considered as a scientific production is more scientific than the 
works opposed to it from the side of religion are religious. Other- 
wise why are they so passionate, so apprehensive^ so unjust?” 

This confidence in pure critical science was not shared by 
Privat-Docent Daniel Schenkel of Basle, afterwards Professor 
at Heidelberg. In a dreary work dedicated to his Gottingen 
teacher Lucke, on “ Historical Science and the Church,”* he looks 
for future salvation towards that middle region where faith and 
science interpenetrate, and hails the new supematuralism which 
approximates to a scientific treatment of these subjects “as a hope- 
ful phenomenon.” He rejoices in the violent opposition at Zunch 
which fed to the cancelling of Strauss’s appointment, regaidrag 
it as likely to exercise an elevating influence. A similarly lofty 
position is taken up by the anonymous author of “Dr. Strauss and 
the Zunch Church,”* to which De Wette contnbuted a preface. 


» *» Dr Strauss tmdsanes Weria Gumma, 1838 

Rranthe XamtXmai, p 259 of Goethe's Works, ed HempeL 3 

’’eehee^U^A^Tt ^ 1 Zvr Vtr **«*wrg uitTdu Strausnsds 

to T B^Da^d JS* adj “ u ^° t of °P“ 10n the Stomas 

Van crsity of Basia — f JCenla ^ ,n Theology and Pnvat-Docent of the 
8auT?S39 ^ * dedlCatQI7 fcBer » HaT Dt. LQcke, Konststonatat 

Ctrl ^j7Z ^ d 'wMT£'Z% tr ^St.usmsausUorddsutssh^nd Mu 
«l introduction by Dr \v M £ 
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Though professing great esteem for Straus', and admitting that from 
the purely historical point of view he is in the right, the author feels 
bound to congr.uiil.itt. the Ziinchcrs on having refused to admit 
him to the office of teacher. 

J*hc pure rationalists found it much more difficult than did the 
mediating theologians, whether of the older or youhger school, to 
adjust their attitude to the new solution of the miracle question 
Strauss himself had made it difficult for them by remorselessly 
exposing the absurd nnd ridiculous aspects of their method, and 
by refusing to recognise them ns allies in the battle for truth, as 
they really were Paulus would have ken justified in bcanngbim 
a grudge But the inner greatness of that man of hard extenor 
comes out in the fact that lie put his personal feelings m the back- 
ground, and when Strauss became the central figure in the battle for 
the purity and freedom of historical science he ignored his attacks 
on rationalism and came to his defence In a very remarkable 
letter to the Tree Canton of Zurich, on "Freedom in Theological 
Teaching and in the Choice of Teachers for Colleges," 1 he mges the 
council and the people to appoint Strauss because of the principle 
at stake, and in order to avoid giving any encouragement to the 
retrograde movement in historical science It is as though he felt 
that the end of rationalism had come, but that, in the person of 
the enemy who had defeated it, the pure love or truth, which 
was the only thing that really mattered, would triumph over all 
the forces of reaction. 

It would not, however, be true to say that Strauss had beaten 
rationalism from the field In Ammon's famous Life of Jesus 1 m 
which the author takes up a very respectful attitude towards 
Strauss, there is a vigorous survival of a peculiar kind of 
rationalism inspired by Kant For Ammon, a miraculous event 
can only exist when its natural causes have been discovered "Ihe 
sacred history is subject to the same laws as all other narratives ot 
antiquity ” Luckc, in dealing with the raising of Lazarus, had 
thrown out the question whether Biblical miracles could bethought 
of historically at all, and in so doing supposed that he was putting 
their absolute character on a firmer basis “We,” says Ammon, 
“give the opposite answer from that which rs expected, only 
historically conceivable miracles can be admitted * He cannot 
away with the constant confusion of faith and knowledge found in 


l Uter tktoltpseke Ltktfrtiktt! umi tekrervakt/ir Hochickuttn Zurich. 1839 
* For full Wile see head of ehap.er Reference nrcj also he made to the tame 
author’s rertMJunt! Chnstmtums r ur WtUnhptn (Development of 

Chnstnmti Into a World religion ) ljciprig, 1833-1B35 4 vots Ammon vrts born 

in 1766 at llijreuth, became Professor of theolog) n Erlangen in 179° > V s 
Professor in Gdltmgin from 1794 to 1804, and. after being back in Erlangen in toe 
meantime, became in iSt 3 Senior Court Chaplain nnd •'Oberkonsutonalrat at 
Dresden, where he died in 1B50 He ares the most distinguished representable 0 
bufonco critical rationalism 



PAULUS AND AMMON 


ios 


so many writers “who swim m an ocean of ideas u« which the 
real and the illusory are as inseparable as salt and sea-water in 
the actual ocean " In every natural process, he explains, we have 
to suppose, according to Kant, an interpenetration of natural and 
supernatural For that very reason the purely supernatural does 
not exist for our experience. " It is no doubt certain,” so he lays 
it down on the lines of Kant’s Krittk dtr ret nen Vummft, “that 
every act of causation which goes forth from God must be 
immediate, universal, and eternal, because it is thought as an effect 
of His will, which is exalted above space and time and interpene- 
trates both of them, but without abolishing them, leaving them 
undisturbed in their continuity and succession For us men, there- 
fore, all acbon of God is mediate, because we are completely 
surrounded by time and spacer as the fish is by the sea or the bird 
by the air, and apart from these relations we should be incapable 
of apperception, and therefore of any real experience. As free 
beings we can, indeed, think of miracle as immediately Divine, but 
we cannot perceive it as such, because that would be impossible 
without seeing God, which for wise reasons is forbidden to ns * “ In 
accordance with these principles, we shall hold it to be our duty in 
what follows to call attention to the natural side even of the 
miracles of Jesus, since apart from this no fact can become an 
object or belief ’’ 

It is only m this intelligible sense that the cures of Jesus are to 
be thought of as “ miracles " The magnetic force, with which the 
mediating theology makes play, is to be rejected “The cure of 
psychical diseases by die power of the word and of faith is the only 
kind of cure m which the student of natural science can find any 
basis for a conjecture regarding the way m which the cures of Tesus 
were effected ” 


In the case of the other miracles Ammon assumes a kind of 
Occasionalism, m the sense that it may have pleased the Divine 
Providence “to fulfil in fact the confidently spoken promises of 
Jesus, and m that way to confirm His personal authority, which was 
sdvancm" t0 ** establishment of 1113 doctrine of the Divine 

„. ln “ ost case ^ boweve he is content to repeat the rationalistic 
explanation^ and portrays a Jesus who makes use of medicines, 
f ' the demoniac himself to rush upon the herd of swine, helps 
*** t0 h** suffenn g only from one of the milder 
, the dis , ease ’ t0 secure tIj e public recognition of his being 
^ 6X6115 hlmsdf by word anda« 

h® ?”? latur * bunal of persons in a state of trance. The story of 

* as ,S b,1Sed 0n some occasi ° n when there 

provisiona mI \, K Pl ^ ° f hos P ltahl y> * generous sharing of 
P visions, inspired by Jesus’ nrayer of thanksgiving and the 
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example which He set when the disciples were inclined selfishly 
to hold back their own supply.” The stoiy of the miracle at Cana 
rests on a mere misunderstanding, those who report it not having 
known that the wine which Jesus caused to be secretly brought 
forth was the wedding-gift which he was presenting in the name of 
the family As a disciple of Kant, however, Ammon feels obliged 
to refute the imputation that Jesus could have done anything to 
promote excess, and calculates that the present of wine which Jesus 
had intended to give the bridal pair may be estimated as equivalent 
to not more than eighteen bottles , 1 He explains the walking on 
the sea by claiming for Jesus an acquaintance with “the art of 
treading water ” 

Only in regard to the explanation of the resurrection does 
Ammon break away from rationalism He decides that the reality 
of the death of Jesus is historically proved But he does not 
venture to suppose a real reawaking to life, and remains at the stand- 
point of Herder 

But the way in which, in spite of the deeper view of the con- 
ception of mirade which he owes to Kant, he constantly falls back 
upon the most pedestrian naturalistic explanation^ and his failure to 
nd himself of the prejudice that an actual, even if not a miraculous 
fact must underlie all the recorded miracles, is in itself sufficient to 
prove that we have here to do with a mere revival of rationalism 
that is, with an untenable theory which Strauss's refutation of 


Paulus had already relegated to the past 

It was an easier task for pure supematurabsm than for pure 
rationalism to come to terms with Strauss For the former Strauss 
was only the enemy of the mediating theology — there was nothing 
to fear from him and much to gain Accordingly Bengstenberg's 
Evangehsehe Kvchenzeitung hailed Strauss’s book as “one of the 
most gratifying phenomena in the domain of recent theological 
literature,” and praises the author for having earned out with 
logical consistency the application of the mythical theoiy which 
had formerly been restricted to the Old Testament and certain 
parts only of the Gospel tradition “All that Strauss has done 
is to bring the spint of the age to a clear consciousness of itseB 
and of the necessary consequences which flow from its essential 

i He is at one with Straws in rejecting the explanation of tins 
analogy of an expedited natural process, to which Hase tad pointed, and "hj<* ”” 
suggested by Anyone m Tract vm tn loom. " That Cbnst ttanged wder mto 
wine is nothing wonderful to those who consider the worhs of . 
there done in the water-pots, God does yearly m the vme." [Angusunes v, 0 ^. 
Miraculmn qutdem Domini nostn Jesu Chnsu, quo 

mirum eis qut noverunt quia Dew fecrtfi * that He who did it ^Uibns .1 

r m «ex hrdnis, am omm anno mat noc in vtu 

N rtheless ^ poorest naturalistic explanation is at least better than the 
rf L^f^ho is^^t » ™t '■untoTplease God through the further prop«°[ 
Christian thought and h/e to bring about the solution of this nddle m its na 
historical aspects " Lhclie, JohatMa-KemmaUar, p 4748 



£ W. HENGSTENBERG 


character. He has taught it how to get nd of foreign elements 
which were still present in it, and which marked an imperfect stage 
of its development." 

He has been the most influential factor in the necessary process 
of separation. There is no one with whom Hengstenberg feels 
himself more in agreement than with the Tubingen scholar. Had 
he not shown with the greatest precision how the results of the 
Hegelian philosophy, one may say, of philosophy in general, reacted 
upon Christian faith? “The relation of speculation to faith has 
now come clearly to light " 

“Two nations,” writes Hengstenberg m 1836, “are struggling 
in the womb of our time, and two only They will be ever more 
definitely opposed to one another. Unbelief will more and more 
cast off the elements of faith to which it still clings, and 
faith will cast off its elements of unbelief. That will be an in- 
estimable advantage. Had the Time-spint continued to make 
concessions, concessions would constantly have been made to it 
in return.” Therefore the man who “ calmiy and deliberately laid 
bands upon the Lord’s anointed, undeterred by the vision of the 
millions who have bowed the knee, and still bow rue knee, before 
His appearing,” has in his own way done a service. 

Strauss on his part escaped with relief from the musty atmo- 
sphere ot me study — beloved by tbeology in carpet-slippers — to the 
bracing iir of Hengstenberg’s Ktrchcnzeitung In his “Replies” 
he devotes to it some fifty-four pages “ I must admit,” he says, 
“that it is a satisfaction to me to have to do with the Evangdtsche 
Ksrchtnseihmg In dealing with it one knows where one is and 
what one has to expect If Herr Hengstenberg condemns, be 
knows why he condemns, and even one against whom he launches 
his anathema must admit that the attitude becomes him. Any one 
who, like the editor of the Evangehsckt Eirchtnzet/ung, has taken 
upon him the yoke of confessional doctrine with all its implications, 
has paid a price which entitles him to the privilege of condemning 
those who differ from his opinions ” 1 

Hengstenberg’s only complaint against Strauss is that he does 
not go far enough He would have liked to force upon him the 
ifile of the Wolfenbuttei Fragn.entist, and considers that if Strauss 
/ j 1,ke the latter ’ 30 faT as to suppose the apostles guilty 
? deliberate deceit, that is not so much from any regard for the 
historical kernel of Christianity as in order to mask his attack. 

Eien in Catholic theology Strauss’s work caused a great 
sensation Catholic theology in general did not at that time 
tip an attitude of absolute isolation from Protestant scholarship; 

*“ born ,n l8 °a «» Frondenberg in the 
ofM-uk, became Professor of Tbeology m Berlin in i8a6, and 
lied there in 1869 He founded the Evangrhidu KmtonfZiung In iSay 
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it had adopted from the latter numerous rationalistic ideas, anc? 
had been especially influenced by Schleicrmacher Thus, Catholic 
scholars were utmost prepared to regard Strauss as a common 
enemy, against whom it was possible to make common cause with 
Protestants In 1837 Joseph Mack, one of the Professors of the 
Catholic faculty at Tubingen, published his “ Report on Herr Dr 
Strauss’s Historical Study of the Life of Jesus nl In 1839 appeared 
“ Dr Strauss’s Life of Jesus, considered from the Catholic point of 
view,” a by Dr Maurus Hagcl, Professor of Theology at the Lyceum 
at Dilhngen , in 1840 that lover of hypotheses and doughty fighter, 
Johann Leonhard Hug,* presented his report upon the work. 4 

Even French Catholicism gave some attention to Strauss's work. 
This marks an epoch — the introduction of the knowledge of 
German critical theology into the intellectual world of the Latin 
nations In the Revue des deux mondes for December 1838, 
Edgar Qumct gave a clear and accurate account of the influence 
of the Hegelian philosophy upon the religious ideas of cultured 
Germany® In an eloquent peroration he lays bare the danger 
which was menacing the Church from the nation of Strauss and 
Hegel His countrymen need not think that it could be charmed 
away by some ingenious formula, a mighty effort of the Catholic 
spirit was necessary, if it was to be successfully opposed. “A new 
barbarian invasion was rolling up against sacred Rome. The 
barbarians were streaming from eiery quarter of the horizon, 
bringing their strange gods with them and preparing to beleaguer 
the holy city As, of yore, Leo went forth to meet Attila, so now 
let the Papacy put on its purple and come forth, while yet there 
is ww, to wave back with an authoritative gesture the devastating 
hordes into that moral wilderness which is their native home 

Quinet might have done better still if he had advised the Pope 
to issue, as a counterblast to the unbelieving cntical work of 

1 Bench! Uber da Htrm Dr S/muss' hutamchc Bcarlctlung dtsLtiensJtlH 

* Dr Strauss LtUn-Juu aus den s SKmdpuntt da Cathaliesmus hetrachlct 

* Johann Leonhard Hug was born in 1765 at Constance, and had bem a 

X701 Professor of New Testament 'Tieology at Freiburg, where he d ied m 184 ° 
He had a wide knowledge of his own department of theolog), and - 

the New Testament Writings won him some reputation among Protestant theologians 

Among the Catholic " Leben-Jesu,” of which the authors found theft 
In the desire to oppose Strauss, the tat pIa«bdonp to that of Kuhn iof Tflbmg™ 
Unfortunately only the first volume appeared (1838, 48B pp ) .™S f Of 

«™Ss and scholarly attempt to grapple with the problems reised hy StraMs^ Of 
tes importance is thi work of the same m e m seven volumes, by the Munich Pnest 
and Professor of History, Nepomuk Sepp (1843-1846, and - 

>Vb?rda Uien-jL van Outer Strauss By Edgar Quinet Trended 
the French by G»rg Kleme. Putted byj Mmann and ^ C iSu 2 j£»» «• 

to FVench 

understanding of Strauss ? 


log 


A VISIONARY LIFE OF JESUS 


Strauss, Hie Life of Jesus which had been revealed to the faith of 
the blessed Anna Kathanna Emmench. 1 How thoroughly this 
refuted Strauss can be seen from the fragment issued m 1834, 
“The Bitter Sufferings of Our Loid Jesus Chnst,” where even the 
age of Jesus on the day of His death is exactly given. On that 
Maundy Thursday the 13th Nisan, it was exactly thirty-three years 
and eighteen weeks less one day The "pilgnm” Clement 
Brentano would certainly have consented, had he been asked, to 
allow his note-books to be used in the sacred cause, and to have 
given to the world the Life of Jesus as it was revealed to him by 
this visionary from the end of July x8so day by day for three years, 
instead of allowing this treasure to remain hidden for more than 
twenty years longe. He himself ascribed to these visions the most 
strictly historical character, and insisted on considering them not 
merely as reflections on what had happened, but as the immediate 
reflex of the facts themselves, so that the picture of the life of 
Jesus is given m them as m a mirror. Hug, it may be mentioned, 
in his lectures, called attention to the exact agreement of the topo- 
graphy of the passion stoiy in Kathanna’s vision with the descrip- 
tion of the locality in Josephus If he had known her complete 
Life of Jesus he would doubtless have expressed his admiration for 
the way in which she harmonises John and the Synoptists , and 
with justice, for the harmony is really ingenious and skilfully 
planned 


Apart from these merits, too, this Life of Jesus, written, it 
should be observed, earlier than Strauss’s, contains a wealth of 
interesting information. John at first baptized at Aenon, but later 
w« directed to remove to Jericho The baptisms took place in 
"baptismal springs.” 

Peter owned three boats, of which one was fitted up especially 

* A" 0 * Kathanna Emmench was bora in 1774 at Flatnske near Coesfeld Her 

peai ? n . ts In i8 °3 ** twA ’ U P hw abode with the Augusuman nuns 
°!.,.'5 onvent Agnetenberg at DUlnien After the dissolution of the content, 
““Bl* » Dillmen itself The «« stigmata ” showed themselves first 

hnnrTnm.r °“ Februar ? Brentano had been in ber neigh- 

SuffrjTnwi !!r ^ 1 ? , 9 Lr “ fcn wtara Hcrm Jesu Ckruii (The Bitter 

&flem^ of Our Lord Jesus Chnst) was issued by Brentano himself in 18 34. The 
Lifiof /««i was published on the basts of notes left byhim-he dted m iL-l 
^eeralumes. t1 S 8-i86o. at Regensburg, under the sanction of the Bishop of 

n.J™ jatotne. From the death of St Joseph to the end of the firs year after the 
Bapnsm of Jesus ,n Jordan Communicated between May 1. xSai, andoSterr? 


,T,° ln T e ~T ri ? m b ^ nn “>e of the second year after the Baptism in 
m jOTSale “ Commnn,ca " d *«»« 

yohtnie.— From the close of the second Passover in Jerusalem to the 
«. 13=4. and^Trom July's^, ° el ° bet “* l8 * 3 ' «* 

1894™* WOtlJ kl ' <! beC ° ,t ^ Jcn "y raanjcd, the « Bitter Sufferings " 


as late as 
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for the use of Jesus, and earned a complement of ten persons. 
Forward and aft there were covcrcd-in spaces where all kinds of 
gear could be kept, and where also they could wash their feet, 
along the sides of the boat were hung receptacles for the fish 

When Judas Iscanot became a disciple of Jesus he was twenty- 
five years old. He had black hair and a red beard, but could not 
be called really ugly He had had a stormy past. His mother 
had been a dancing woman, and Judos had been born out of 
wedlock, his father being a military tnbunc in Damascus As an 
infant he had been exposed, but had been saved, and later had 
been taken charge of by his uncles a tanner at Iscanot At the 
time when he joined the company of Jesus’ disciples he had 
squandered nil lus possessions The disciples at first liked him 
well enough because of his readiness to make himself useful, he 
even cleaned the shoes. 

The fish with the stater in us mouth was so large that it made 
a full meal for the whole company. 

A work to which Jesus devoted special attention — though this 
is not mentioned in the Gospels — was the reconciliation of unhappy 
marned couples Another matter which is not mentioned in the 
Gospels is the voyage of Jesus to Cyprus, upon which He entered 
after a farewell meal with His disciples at the house of the 
Cnnaanitish woman This voyage took place dunng the war 
between Herod and Arctas while the disciples were making their 
missionary journey m Palestine As they could not give an eye 
witness report of it they were silent, nor did they make any 
mention of the feast to which the Proconsul at Saloons invited the 
Saviour In regard to another journey, also, which Jesus made to 
the land of the wise men of the East, the " pilgnm’s ” oracle has 
the advantage of knowing more than the Evangelists 

In spite of these additional traits a certain monotony is caused 
by the fact that the visionary, in order to fill in the tale of days m 
the three years, makes the persons known to us from the Gospel 
history meet with the Saviour on several occasions previous to the 
meeting narrated in the Gospels Here the artificial character of 
the composition comes out too dearly, though m general a lively 
imagination tends to conceal this And yet these naive embellish- 
ments and inventions have something rather attractive about them, 
one cannot handle the book without a certain reverence when one 
thinks amid what pains these revelations were received If 
Brentano had published his notes at the time of the excitement 
produced by Strauss’s Life of Jesus, the work would have had a 
tremendous success As it was, when the first two volumes 
appeared at the end of the ’fifties, there were sold in one year three 
thousand and several hundred copies, without reckoning the French 
edition which appeared contemporaneously 



ELIMINATION OF THE MIRACLE-QUESTION rn 


In the end, however, all the efforts of the mediating theology, 
of rationalism and supematnrahsm, could do nothing to shake 
Strauss’s conclusion that it was all over with supematurabsm as a 
factor to be reckoned with in the mstoncal study of the Life of 
Jesus, and that scientific theology, instead of turning back from 
rationalism to supematurabsm, must move straight onward between 
the two and seek out a new path for itself. The Hegelian method 
had proved itself to be the logic of reality With Strauss begins 
the penod of the non-miraculous view of the Life of Jesus, all 
other views exhausted themselves m the struggle against him, and 
subsequently abandoned position after position without waiting to 
be attacked The separation which Hengstenberg had hailed with 
such rejoicing was really accomplished j but m the form that 
supernaturalism practically separated itself from the serious study 
of history. It is not possible to date the stages of this process. 
After the first outburst of excitement everything seems to go on 
as quietly as before; the only difference is that the question of 
miracle constantly falls more and more into the background. In 
the modem penod of the study of the Life of Jesus, which begins 
about the middle of the ’sixties, it has lost all importance. 

That does not mean that the problem of miracle is solved. 
From the historical point of view it is really impossible to solve it, 
since we are not able to reconstruct the process by which a senes 
of miracle stones arose, or a series of histoncal occurrences were 
transformed into miracle stories, and these narratives must simply 
be left with a question mark standing against them. What has 
been gained is only that the exclusion of miracle from our view of 
history has been universally recognised as a pnndple of criticism, 
so that miracle no longer concerns the historian either positively 
or negatively Scientific theologians of the present day who 
desire to show their “ sensibility,” ask no more than that two or 
three little miracles may be left to them — m the stones of the 
childhood, perhaps, or in the narratives of the resurrection And 
these miracles are, moreover, so far scientific that they have at 
least no relation to those m the text, but are merely spmtless, 
miserable little toy-dogs of criticism, flea-bitten by rationalism, too 
insignificant to do histoncal science any harm, especially as their 
owners honestly pay the tax upon them by the way in which they 
speak, write, and are silent about Strauss 

But even that is better than the delusive fashion in which some 
writers of the present day succeed in discussing the narratives of 
the resurrection “as pure histonans” without betraying by a single 
word whether they themselves believe it to be possible or not. 
, ut i? 6 F ^ 011 m °dem theology can allow itself these liberties is 
hat the foundation laid by Strauss is unshakable. 

Compared with the problem of miracle; the question regarding 
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mediating theology “A keener criticism will only establish the 
truth of 8 the Gospel, putting what is tenable on a firmer 
sifting out what is untenable, and showing up m all its nakedness 
the counterfeit theology of the new evangelicalism with its utter 
lack of understanding and sincerity " Again, “ the approval which 
Strauss has met with, and the excitement which he has aroused, 
sufficiently show what an advantage rationalistic speculation 
possesses over the theological second-childishness of the new 
evangelicals” The time has come for a rational mysticism, 
which shall preserve undimmished the honesty of the old rational- 
ism, making no concessions to supernaturahsm, but, on the other 
hand, overcoming the “ truculent rationalism of the Kantian 
criticism” by means of a religious conception in which there is 
more warmth and more pious feeling. 

This rational mysticism makes it a reproach against the 
“ mythical idealism " of Strauss that in it philosophy does violence 
to history, and the histone Christ only retains His significance as 
a mere ideal A new examination of the sources is necessary to 
decide upon the extent of the mythical element 

The Gospel of Matthew cannot, Wilke agrees, have been the 
work of an eyewitness '‘The principal argument against its 
authenticity is the absence of the charactenstic marks of an eye- 
witness, which must necessarily have been present m a gospel actually 
composed by a disciple of the Lord, and which are not present 
here The narrative is lacking in precision, fragmentary and 
legendary, tradition everywhere manifest in its very form ” There 
are discrepancies in the legends of the first and second chapters, as 
well as elsewhere, eg the stones of the baptism, the temptation, 
and the transfiguration In other cases, where there is a basis of 
histone fact, there is an admixture of legendary material, as in the 
narratives of the death and resurrection of Jesus 

In the Gospel of Mark, Wilke recognises the pictorial vividness 
of many of the descnptions, and conjectures that m some way or 
other it goes back to the Petnne tradition The author of the 
Fourth Gospel is not an eyewitness ; the Hard (according to) only 
indicates the origin of the tradition; the author received it, 
either directly or indirectly, from the Apostle, but he gave to it the 
gnostictsmg dialectical form of the Alexandrian theology. 

As against the Diegesentkeorie 1 Wilke defends the independence 
and onginality of the individual Gospels “No one of the Evangelists 
knew the writing of any of the others, each produced an indepen- 
dent work drawn from a separate source ” 

In the remarks on points of detail in this work of Wilke’s there 
is evidence of a remarkable grasp of the critical data , we already 
get a hint of the “ mathematician ” of the Synoptic problem, 
* See p 89 above 
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who, two years later, was to work out convincingly the literary 
argument for the pnonty of Mark. But the historian is quite 
subordinated to the literary critic, and, when all is said, Wilke 
takes up no clearly defined position in regard to Strauss's mam 
problem, as is evident from his seeking to retain, on more or less 
plausible grounds, a whole senes of miracles, among them the mnade 
of Cana and the resurrection. 


For most thinkers of that period, however, the question “myth 
or history ” yielded in interest to the philosophical question of the 
relation of the histoncal Jesus to the ideal Chnst That was the 
second problem raised by Strauss Some thought to refute him 
by showing that his exposition of the relation of the Jesus of 
history to the ideal Chnst was not justified even from the point of 
view of the Hegelian philosophy, arguing that the edifice which 
he had raised was not m harmony with the ground-plan of the 
Hegelian speculative system. He therefore felt it necessary, m 
his reply to the review in the Jahrbuc/ier fur wissensekaflhcht 
Krtitk, to expound “the general relationship of the Hegelian 
philosophy to theological criticism,” 1 and to express in more 
precise form the thoughts upon speculative and historical Christ- 
ology which he had suggested at the close of the second volume 
of his “ Life of Jesus “ 

He admits that Hegel’s philosophy is ambiguous in this matter, 
since it is not clear “whether the evangelical fact as such, not 
indeed in its isolation, but together with the whole senes of mani- 
festations of the idea (of God-manhood) in the history of the world, 
is the truth, or whether the embodiment of the idea m that 
single fact is only a formula of which consciousness makes use m 
forming rts concept ” The Hegelian “ nght,” be says, represented 
by Marheineke and Goschel, emphasises the positive side of the 
master’s religious philosophy, implying that in Jesus the idea of God- 
manhood was perfectly fulfilled and in a certain sense intelligibly 
realised. “ If these men," Strauss explains, “ appeal to Hegel and 
declare that he would not have recognised my book as an expression 
of his meaning, they say nothing which is not in accordance with 
my own convictions Hegel was personally no friend to histoncal 
cnticism It annoyed him, as it annoyed Goethe, to see the histone 
figures of antiquity, on which their thoughts were accustomed 
lovingly to dwell, assailed by critical doubts Even if it was in 
some cases wreaths of mist which they took for pinnacles of rock, 
they did not want to have this forced upon their attention, nor to 


l Stmtschnflen Dnttes Hell, pp 55 -ia 6 DieJakrblltkerfdrvnueituhi^Iltdu 
Knit* i Allgemetna VerhSltm* ier Kegel tekea Philesofhu ear Ottlcgticta 
Krtitk 11 Hegeh Atutchl dber den kulorueken Wert der evangtltscben Gttt/nctu 
(Hegel s View of the Historical Value of the Grape! Histoty) , m Vendnedae tac* 
fieuL tnntrkalb der Hcgehcken Sekule tn Bi’rtffderCHnsMegte (Vanous Tendencies 
within the Hegelian School in regard to Chnstologj') 1837 
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be disturbed in the illusion from which they were conscious of 
receiving an elevating influence." 

But though prepared to admit that he had added to the edifice 
of Hegel’s religious philosophy an annexe of historical criticism, 
of which the master would hardly have approved, Strauss is con- 
vinced that he is the only logical representative of Hegel’s essential 
view. “The question which can be decided from the standpoint of 
the philosophy of religion is not whether what is narrated in the 
Gospels actually happened or not, but whether m view of the truth 
of certain conceptions it must necessarily have happened. And in 
regard to this, what I assert is that from the general system of the 
Hegelian philosophy it by no means necessarily follows that such 
an event must have happened, but that from the standpoint of 
the system the truth of that history from which actually the con- 
ception arose is reduced to a matter of indifference , it may have 
happened, but it may just as well not have happened, and the 
task of deciding on this point may be calmly handed over to 
historical criticism.” 

Strauss reminds us that, even according to Hegel, the belief in 
Jesus as God-made-man is not immediately given with His appear- 
ing in the world of sense, but only arose after His death and the 
removal of His sensible presence. The master himself had ac- 
knowledged the existence of mythical elements in the Life of Jesus j 
in regard to miracle he had expressed the opinion dial the true 
miracle was “Spirit.” The conception of the resurrection and 
ascension as outward facts of sense was not recognised by him 
as true. 

Hegel’s authority may, no doubt, fairly be appealed to by those 
who believe, not only in an incarnation of God in a general mwp, 
but also that this manifestation of God m flesh has talrPT, place 
in this man (Jesus) at this definite time and place” . . “In 
making the assertion,” concludes Strauss, " that the truth of the 
Gospel narrative cannot be proved, whether in whole or m part, 
from philosophical considerations, but that the task of inquiring 
mto its truth must be left to historical criticism, I should like to 
associate myself with the ‘left wing’ of the Hegelian school, wens 
it not that the Hegelians prefer to exclude me altogether from their 
borders, and to throw me into the arms of other systems of thought 
—only, it must be admitted, to have me tossed back to them like 
a ball ” 


In regard to the third problem which Strauss had offered for 
discussion, the relation of the Synoptists to John, there was practi- 
cally no response. The only one of his critics who understood what 
was at stake was Hengstenberg He alone perceived the siem- 
ncance of the fact that cntical theology, having admitted mythical 
elements first m the Old Testament, and then in the beginning and 
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and m consequence of the fetter 
admisston. felt obliged to give up the first three Gospels, retaining 

stronihal/° U «^ WaS • v°7 being besie g ed Strauss m its S 
«mfn Sh fhl d r withdrew,” says the Mvangthstht Xinhematung, 

the ^Pe 1 of John os into a fortress, and boasted that 
they were safe there, though they could not suppress a secret 
consciousness that they only held it at the enemy's pleasure; now 
the enemy has appeared before it, he is using the same weapons 
with which he was formerly victorious, the Gospel of John is in 
as desperate case as formerly the Synoptists The tune has come 
to make a bold resolve, a decisive choice, either they must give 
up everything, or else they must successively re-occupy the more 
advanced positions which at an earlier date they had successively 
abandoned " It would be impossible to give a more accurate 
picture of the desperate position into which Hase and Schleier- 
macher had brought the mediating theology by their ingenious 
expedient of giving up the Synoptics tn favour of the Gospel of 
John. Before any danger threatened, they had abandoned the 
outworks and withdrawn into the citadel, oblivious of the fact that 
they thereby exposed themselves to the danger of having their o^n 
guns turned upon them from the positions they had abandoned, 
and being obliged to surrender without striking a blow the position 
of twitch they had boasted as impregnable It is impossible to 
emphasise strongly enough the fact that it was not Strauss; but 
Hase and Schleiermacher, who had brought the mediating 
theology into this hopeless position, m which the fall of the Fourth 
Gospel earned with it the surrender of the historical tradition as 
a whole 


But there is no position so desperate that theology cannot 
find a way out of it The mediating theologians simply 
ignored the problem which Strauss had raised As they had 
been accustomed to do before; so they continued to do after, 
taking the Gospel of John as the authentic framework, and 
fitting into it the sections of the Synoptic narrative wherever 
place could best be found for them The difference between 
the Johanmne and Synoptic representations of Jesus’ method 
of teaching, oays Neander, is only apparently irreconcilable, and 
he calls out m support of this assertion all the reserves of old 
worn out expedients and artifices; among others the argument 
that the Pauline Chnstology is only explicable as a combina- 
tion of the Synoptic and Johanmne views Other writers who 
belong to the same apologetic school, such as Tholuck, Ebrard, 1 


1 WmtiuchttftluJie Knfoi ier muigtbscAen GeiektcMe (Scientific Cttticum 01 
the Gospel History ) August Ebrard Frankfort, 184a , 3rd ni . 1S6B 

Johannes Henoch Aug Ebrard was bon) m 1818 at Erlangen, was, Aral, Professor 
pf Reformed Theology at Zunch and Erlangen, afterwards (1853) went to Speyer as 
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Wieseler, 1 Lange, 1 and Ewald,* maintain the same pomt of view, 
only that their defence is nsually much less skilful 

The only writer who really in some measure enters mto the 
difficulties is Ammon. He, mdeed, is fully conscious of the 
difference, and thinks we cannot rest content with merely recog- 
nising it, but must find a solution, even if rather a forced one, "by 
subordinating the indefinite chronological data of the Synophsts, of 
whom, after all, only one was, or could have been, an eyewitness, 
to the ordered narrative of John ” The fourth Evangelist makes so 
brief a reference to the Galdaean period because it was m accord- 
ance with his plan to give more prominence to the discourses of 
Jesus m the Temple and His dialogues with the Scnbes as com- 
pared to the parables and teaching given to the people. The 
cleansing of the Temple fells at the outset of Jesus' ministry, 
Jesus begins His Messianic work m Jerusalem by this action of 
making an end of the unseemly chaffering in the court of the 
Temple, The question regarding the relative authenticity of the 
reports is decisively settled by a comparison of the two accounts of 

" KonsHtaialnl," but was enable to cope with tho Liberal opposition there, and 
tttaned ra 1861 to Erlangen, where he died m z888 

A ctaartemtic enmpie o( Ebearfi way of treaties the subject is hir method of 
meeting the otjecocn that e Ssh with a pieee ot money m its jaws could not here 
taken the boot “The fish might wry wdl," heoaptau, "hire thrown tip the pica* 
of money tan us belly mto the opening of the jaws in the moment m which Peter 
opened its month Upon this Slsmm remtsks "The mentor of tbs argument 
tMSBtt down before mu who should eey, ' ILnow resy well it to bad, tail it B 
good attempt tor yon, at any tarn ao long as tba Chnreh has tangs to dtstnbute 
“ we Kooastonabats hare to ettamme the theological candldatei Slranss. 
therefore, cbaMcnscs EhtastT, Life of Jems aa “Oithodoay resored on a hra 
of tmpndence. The pettifogging character id this work made a bad rntpresston 
even to Conservattre quartern p 

(Qtrtmologicsl Synopsis of the 
S ?"S W“*r a^tatg, 1S43 Wiesder was bom in 

SSSjTSfdS'S; ™ PBfa ” Kttl 

(Htstoiy of the People 

Gottmgos, 1843-1859, Jrted.isdq-tsyo FlSvil., G, 3 tt 

mnfMao-Zn/ HistoiyefChnstondHi5Tlme8.| 1853 , and ed 

UngugtL Vam t ® adc R F 01 *^ agamst the repeat of the find* 
£l Hn U g ?° C onyttunon he vis removed (roX o#ce sjtfMnt 
", * I***®. rn 1S4, he ires tnnsfmed to S 

SSffSSSr Jv-M teraqedtoGoumgm. When, m sSH, he nftsmed 
eoiTn^—LliT^^ Kmg of Pmssta, he was compolsonly sand. 

SstSSz *32 
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the triumphal entry, because there it is quite evident that “ Matthew, 
the chief authority among the Synoptists, adapts bis nanatne to 
his special Jcwish-Messtantc standpoint ” According to Ammon's 
rationalistic new, the work of Jesus consisted precisely m the 
transformation of this Jewish-Mcsstamc idea mto the conception 
of a "Saviour of the world ” In this lies the explanation of the 
fate of Jesus “ The mass of the Jewish people were not prepared 
to receive a Chnst so spiritual ns Jesus was, since they were not 
ripe for so lofty a view of religion " 

Ammon here turns his Kantian philosophy to account It 
serves especially to explain to him the consciousness of pre- 
existence avoived by the Jesus of the Johannrne narrative as 
something purely human We, too, he explains^ can “alter the 
spint ” claim an ideal existence pnor to the spatial creation without 
indulging any delusion, and without, on the other hand, thinking 
of a real existence. In this way Jesus is for Himself a Biblical 
idea, with which He has become identified “ The purer and deeper 
a man's self-consciousness is, the keener may his consciousness of 
God become, until time disappears for him, and his partaking in 
the Divine nature fills his whole soul " 

But Ammon’s support of the authenticity of John’s Gospel is, 
even from a purely htenuy point of view, not so unreserved as n» 
the case of the other opponents of Strauss In the background 
stands the hypothesis that our Gospel is only a working-over of the 
authentic John, a suggestion in regard to which Ammon can ctoim 
priority, since he had made it as early as i8ix,' nine years before 
the appearance of Bretschnnder’s Piobabsha Were it not for the 
ingenuous fashion m which he works the Synoptic material into the 
Johannine plan, we might class him with Alexander Schweizer and 
Weisse, who in a similar way seek to meet the objections of Strauss 
by an elaborate theory of editing * , 

The first stage of the discussion regarding the relation of John 
to the Synoptists passed without result The mediating theology 
continued to hold its positions undisturbed — and, strangest of all, 
Strauss himself was eager for a suspension of hostilities 

It is as though history took the trouble to countersign tne 


1 Ammon, Juntnncm evangiht auttonm at tdttcri hums Mnfmsse dmrs»m 

whatever can be ascribed to the Life of Jesus by Werner 
Berlin, J844, 196 PP The '■ didactic presentation of the history . 

oSm « n« d^ed lo meet the demands of historical maoism Hei M>i 

Rosoels no hare history, but, above all, the inculcation of the principle of love. 
2^ «Sipt to d«w the portrait of Jesus as a t» taTO 

onli concerned with its mner truth and ■ ■ idealises nrt.st.caUj and «a>-M 

area rare slavish reflection of the outward course of events 
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genuineness of the great critical discoveries by letting the dis- 
coverers themselves attempt to cancel them. As Kant disfigures 
his critical idealism by making inconsistent additions in order to 
refute a reviewer who had put him in the same category with 
Berkeley, so Strauss inserts additions and retractations in the third 
edition of his Life of Jesus in deference to the uncritical works of 
Tholuck and Neander 1 Wilke, the only one of his critics from 
whom he might have learned something, he ignores. " From the 
lofty vantage ground of Tholuck’s many-sided knowledge I have 
sometimes, in spite of a slight tendency to vertigo, gained a 
juster point of view from which to look at one matter or another,” 
is the avowal which he makes m the preface to this ill-starred edition 

It would, indeed, have done no harm if he had confined him- 
self to stating more exactly here and there the extent of the 
mythical element, had increased the number of possible cures, had 
inclined a little less to the negative side m examinin g the claims of 
reported facts to rank as historical, and had been a little more 
circumspect in pointing out the factors which produced the myths ; 
the serious flung was that he now began to hesitate in his Hi-™) 
of the historical character of the Fourth Gospel — the very founda- 
tion of his critical view. 

A renewed study of it, aided by De Wette’s commentary and 
Neander’s Life of Jesus, had made him “ doubtful about his doubts 
regarding the genuineness and credibility of this Gospel ” “ Not 

that I am convinced of its genuineness,” he admits, “but I am no 
longer convinced that it is not genuine ” 

He feels bound, therefore, to state whatever makes in its 
favour, and to leave open a number of possibilities which formerly 
he had not recognised. The adhesion of the first disciples may, 
he now thinks, have happened essentially in the form in which 
it re reported m the Fourth Gospel , in transferring the cleansing 
of the Temple to the first period of Jesus’ ministry, John may 
be right as against the Synoptic tradition “which has no decisive 
evidence in its favour ”j in regard to the question whether Jesus 
had been only once, or several times, in Jerusalem, his opinion 
now is that “on ‘his point the superior circumstantiality of the 
fourth Gospel cannot be contested ” 


As regards the prominence allowed to the eschatology also 
all re toned down and softened Everywhere feeble compromises ' 
■But what led Strauss to place his foot upon this shelving path 
was the essentially just perception that the Synoptists gave him no 
clearly ordered plan to set against that of the Fourth Gospel . 
consequently he felt obliged to make some concessions to its 
strength m this respect 

„„J et recognised almost immediately that the result was a 
ere patchwork. Even in the summer of 1839 he complained 
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to Hose in conversation that he had been deafened by the clamour 
of his opponents, and had conceded too much to them 1 In the 
fourth edition he retracted all his concessions “The Babel of 


voices of opponents, critics, and supporters,” he says in his preface, 
“to which I had felt it my duty to listen, had confused me in 
regard to the idea of my work, in my diligent comparison of 
various views I had lost sight of the thing itself In this way 

I was led to make alterations which, when I came to consider 

the matter calmly, surprised myself, and in making which it 

was obvious that I had done myself an injustice. In all these 

passages the earlier text has been restored, and my work has 
therefore consisted, it might be said, in removing from my good 
sword the notches which had not so much been hewn in it by 
the enemy as ground into it by myself" 

Strauss’s vacillation had, therefore^ not even been of any 
indirect advantage to him. Instead of endeavouring to find a 
purposeful connexion in the Synoptic Gospels by means of which 
he might test the plan of the Fourth Gospel, he simply restores 
his former view unaltered, thereby showing that in the decisive 


point it was incapable of development In the veiy year in 
which he prepared his improved edition, Weisse, in his Evangthscht 
Gescfachie, had set up the hypothesis that Mark is the ground- 
document, and had thus earned criticism past the “dead-point 
which Strauss had never been able to overcome Upon Strauss, 
however, the new suggestion made no impression He does, it 
is true, mention Wcisse’s book in the preface to his third edition, 
and describes it as “in many respects a very satisfactory piece 01 
work,” It had appeared too late for him to make use of it m 
his first volume , but he did not use it in bis second volume either. 
He had, indeed, a distinct antipathy to the Marcan hypothesis 
It was unfortunate that in this controversy the highly important 
suggestions in regard to various historical problems which na 
been made incidentally m the course of Strauss s work w 
never discussed at all The impulse in the direction of progress 
which might have been given by his treatment of the relat " 
Tesus to the law, of the question regarding His particularism, oi 
eschatological conception, the Son of Man, and Messiahsh P 
of Tesus, wholly faded to take effect, and it was only after lo g 
and circuitous wanderings that theology again came m sight 
these problems from an equally favourable point of _ww 1 
this respect Strauss shared the fate of JRcimarus, the P 
solutions of which the outlines were visible behind their **6* 
criticism escaped observation in consequence of the o^ CR 
by the negative side of their work, and even the authors 
selves failed to realise their full significance ( 

, 1 Hue, Gcithtchtt Jau, iBjO, p ia8 
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THE MARCAN HYPOTHESIS 

Christian Hermann Wehue Die evangduche Geschichte kritiscb und philo- 
sopbuch bearbeitet {A Critical and Philosophical Study of (he Gospel History ) 
a vols Leipzig, Bratkopf and Hart el. 1838 Vol l 614 pp VoL n 543 pp 

Christian Gottlob Wilks Der Urerangehst (The Earliest Evangelist.} 1838. 
Dresden and Leipzig 694 pp 

Christian Hermann Weiss e. Die Evangabenhage in ihrem gegenw g rtigen Stadium 
(The Present Position of the Problem of the Gospels ) Leipzig, 1856 

The “ Gospel History ” of Weisse was written, like Strauss’s life of 
Jesus, by a philosopher who had been dnven out of philosophy and 
forced bade upon theology. Weisse was born m 1801 at Leipzig 
and became Professor Extraordinary of Philosophy in the university 
there m 1828 In 1837, finding his advance to the Ordinary 
Professorship barred by the Herbartians, he withdrew from 
academic teaching and gave himself to the preparation of this 
work, the plan of which he had had in mind for some time. 
Having brought it to a satisfactory completion, be began again 
in 1841 as a Pnvat-Docent in Philosophy, and became Ordinary 
Professor in 1845 From 1848 onwards he lectured on Theology 
also His work on “Philosophical Dogmatics, or the Philosophy of 
Christianity,” 1 is well known. He died in 1866, of cholera. Lotze 
and Lipsius were both much influenced by h im 

Weisse admired Strauss and hailed his Life of Jesus as a forward 
si_p towards the reconciliation of religion and philosophy. He 
expresses his gratitude to him for clearing the ground of the 
pnmeval forest of theology, thus rendering it possible for him 
(Weisse) to develop his views without wasting time upon polemics, 
since most of the views which have hitherto prevailed may be 
regarded as having received the coup dt gr&ct from Strauss ’’ He 
w at one with Strauss also in his general view of the relations of 
philosophy and religion, holding that it is only if philosophy, by 
following its own path, attains independently to the conviction of 
the truth of Chnstianity that its alliance with theology and religion 
1 Phtloiofhischt Dogma hi tier Pktlosopkte dtl Clnitentumt Leipzig, 1855-1863, 

121 
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con be welcomed as advantageous 1 His work, therefore, like that 
of Strauss, leads up finally to a philosophical exposition in which 
he shows how for us the Jesus of history becomes the Christ of 
faith 8 


Weisse is the direct conlinuntor of Strauss Standing outside 
the limitations of the Hegelian formulae, he begins at the point 
where Strauss leaves off His aim is to discover, if possible* some 
thread of general connexion m the narratnes of the Gospel 
tradition, which, if present^ would represent a historically certain 
element m the Life of Jesus, and thus serve as a better standard 
by which to determine the extent of myth than can possibly be 
found m the subjective impiession upon which Strauss relies 
Strauss, by way of gratitude, called him a dilettante. This was 
most unjust, for if any one deserved to share Strauss’s place of 
honour, it was certainly Weisse 

The idea that Mark’s Gospel might be the earliest of the four, 
first occurred to Weisse during the progress of his work In March 
*837, when he reviewed Tholuck’s “Credibility of the Gospel 
History,” he was as innocent of this discovery as Wilke was at 
the same period But when once he had observed that the 
graphic details of Mark, which had hitherto been regarded as due 
to an attempt to embellish an epitomising narrative, were too 
insignificant to have been inserted with this purpose, it became 
clear to him that only one other possibility remained open, viz, 
that their absence in Matthew and Luke was due to omission He 


illustrates this from the description of the first day of Jesus’ ministry 
at Capernaum “The relation of the first Evangelrst to Mark,’ 
he avers, “ in those portions of the Gospel which are common to 
both is, with few exceptions, mainly that of an epitomiser ” 

The decisive argument for the priority of Mark is, even more 
than his graphic detail, the composition and arrangement of the 
whole “ It is true, the Gospel of Mark shows very distinct traces 
of having arisen out of spoken discourses, which themselves were 
by no means ordered and connected, but disconnected and frag- 
mentary ” — being, he means, in its original form based on notes o 
the incidents related by Peter " It is not the work of an eye- 
witness, nor even of one who bad had an opportunity of question- 
ing eyewitnesses thoroughly and carefully, nor even of deriving 
assistance from inquirers who, on their part, had made a connee c 

1 At the end of his preface be makes the sinking remade ” I 
conceive of any possible way by which Christianity can take on a form «' a 
ZL ft once more the truth for our tune, without havmg recourse aid* 

philosophy, and I rejoice to believe that this opinion is shared by many 
ablest and most respected of present-day theologians nltitht 

• Vo) il pp 438-543 Phihmfhutht Scliusshtroehtong fy ** 
Bedcuturtg derPersMliekhtti Ckrutt uni itr mengiyehm OM i'ftrW^ ^ 
eluding Philosophical Estimate of the Significance of the Person of Cb 
the Gospel Tradition ) 
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study of the subject, with a view to filling up the gaps and placing 
each individual part in its right position, and so articulating 
the whole into an OTgamc unity which should be neither merely 
inward, nor on the other band merely external.” Nevertheless 
the Evangelist was guided in his work by a just recollection of 
the general course of the life of Jesus "It is precisely m Mark," 
Weisse explains, “that a closer study unmistakably reveals that 
the incidental remarks (referring for the most part to the way m 
which the fame of Jesus gradually extended, the way the people 
began to gather round Him and the sick to besiege Him), far from 
shutting off and separating the different narratives, tend rather to 
unite them with each other, and so give the impression not of a 
senes of anecdotes fortuitously thrown together, but of a connected 
history By means of these remarks, and by many other connect- 
mg links which he works into the narration of the individual 


stones, Mark has succeeded in conveying a vivid impression of 
the stir which Jesus made in Galilee, and from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
of the gradual gathering of the multitudes to Him, of the growing 
intensity of loyalty m the inner circle of disciples, and as the 
counterpart of all this, of the growing enmity of the Phansees and 
Scnbes — an impression which mere isolated narratives, strung 
together without any living connexion, would not have sufficed to 
produce" A connexion of this kind is less clearly present in the 
other Synoptists, and is wholly lacking m John. The Fourth 
Gospel, by itself, would give us a completely false conception of 
tne relation of Jesus to the people From the content of its 
narratives the reader would form the impression that the attitude 
of the people towards Jesus was hostile from the veiy first, and 
that it was only m isolated occasions, for a brief moment, that 
7. His miraculous acts inspired the people with astonishment 
rather than admiration; that; surrounded by a little company of 

JUS" he aT’T’? f0r a Ume t0 def y the enmity ofthe 

,nv!rL d \ an c n at) haTO3g re P eated ’y Provoked it by intemperate 
invective, he finally succnmbed to it * 

The simplicity of the plan of Mark is, in Weisse’s opinion a 
stronger argument for his priority than the most elaborate de- 

«)> “» p~» 


stsi'yss: srr 5 1 


„ r J°, COffle dow « to detail, Weisse’s argument for the nnoT.iv 

rinT. Tf 7 J the f0U0 ™S * Pn ° nty 

' a Ufl£3 ( S a thlrd of a common plan 

are found only in those parts which they have m common 
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with Mark, not in those which are common to them, but 
not to Mark also 

s. In those parts which the three Gospels have in common, 
the “agreement” of the other two is mediated through 
Mark. 

3 In those sections which the First and Third Gospels have, 

but Mark has not, the agreement consists in the language 
and incidents, not in the order Their common source^ 
therefore, the “ Logia ” of Matthew, did not contain any 
type of tradition which gave an order of narration different 
from that of Mark 

4 The divergences of wording between the two other 

Synoptists is m general greater m the parts where both 
hare drawn on the Logia document than where Mark is 
their source 

5 The first Evangelist reproduces this Login-document more 

faithfully than Luke does, but his Gospel seems to have 
been of later ongin. 


This historical argument for the priority of Mark was confinned 
in the year in which it appeared by Wilke’s work, "The Earliest 
Gospel,” 1 which treated the problem more from the literary side, 
and, to take an illustration from astronomy, supplied the mathe- 
matical confirmation of the hypothesis 

» Christian Gottlob Wilke, formerly pastor of Hermnnosdmf in the Cngcbitge. 
Der Vnvmgelest, oder nae exegetuck tntucte UnUnuckvng da Venmndteliaju 
veriSUneua der dm enltn Evangelic* (The Earliest Evangelist, a Cnaaa ann 
Exegeucal Inquiry into the ReHtionshtp of the First Three Gospels.) Thesubsequen 
course of the discussion of the Moreau hypothesis was ns follows — 

In answer to Wilke there nppeared a work signed Phtlosopholos Alellwtes, 
Die Evangelic*, tkr Cast, line Vetfuser, emi thr Verkaltna xuetnander \ia 
Gospels, their Spirit, their Authors, and their relation to one another ) Leipng, ««• 
440 pp The author sees in Paul the evil genius of early Christianity, 
that the work of scientific criticism must be directed to detecting and weeding 
the Pauline elements in the Gospels Luke is m his opinion a party w™ S' 
biased by ft.ul.nism . in feet Panl had a share m «s preparation, «id«hu BWtei 
Paul alludes lo when he speaks in Romans u r6, xi a8, and xvi 250! his t»os^i 
His hand is especially recognisable in chapters 1 -ill , vn , Jo . • ° **”_* h 

„ T Mark Snsisi oflttr.cts from Matthew and Luke . John 
other three. The Tubingen standpoint was set forth by Baur in his work, Ann 
tZZZngcn tier dTLenaeZ Evasion JA 

Canonical Gospels.) Tubingen, 1847, 6as pp *^rtli 

Matthew and Luke. At the same time, however, the irreconcilability m ® 

Gospel with the Synoptists is for the first time fully worked out, and th 

0f "tX 1 MX“is d dSLed by Adolf Hdgenfeld » Ms work 

^XZu wo£. 3 Jl and da 

Evangelic* (Origin and Composition of the Synoptic G°^)' * 
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In regard to the Gospel of John, Wieisse fully shared the 
negative views of Strauss What is the use, he asks, of keeping 
on talkin g about the plan of this Gospel, seeing that no one has 
yet succeeded in showing what that plan is? And for a very good 
reason : there is none. One would never guess from the Gospel 
of John that Jesus, until His departure from Galilee, had experienced 
almost unbroken success. It is no good trying to explain the 
want of plan by saying that John wrote with the pmpose of 
supplementing and correcting his predecessors, and that his 
omissions and additions were determined by this purpose. Such 
a purpose is betrayed by no single word m the whole Gospel 

The want of plan lies in the very plan itself "It is a fixed 
idea, one may say, with the author of this Gospel, who had heard 
that Jesus had fallen a victim m Jerusalem to the hatred of the 
Jewish rulers, especially the Scnbes, that he must represent Jesus 
as engaged, from His first appearance onward, in an unceasing 
struggle with ‘the Jews' — whereas we know that the mass of the 
people, even to the last, in Jerusalem itself^ were on the side of 
Jesus , so much so, indeed, that His enemies were only able to get 
Hun into their power by means of a secret betrayal ” 

In regard to the graphic descriptions in John, of which so 
much has been made, the case is no better. It is the graphic 
detail of a writer who desires to work up a vivid picture, not the 
natural touches of an eyewitness, and there are, moreover, actual 
inconsistencies, as in the case of the healing at the pool of 
Bethesda The circumstantiality is due to the care of the author 
not to assume an acquaintance, on the part of his readers, with 
Jewish usages or the topography of Palestine. "A considerable 
proportion of the details are of such a character as inevitably to 
suggest that the narrator inserts them because of the trouble which 


it has cost him to orientate himself in regard to the scene of the 
action and the dramatis personae, his object being to spare his 
readers a similar difficulty, though he does not always go about 
it in the way best calculated to effect his purpose.” 

The impossibility also that the histone Jesus can have preached 
the doctrine of the Johannme Christ, is as clear to Weisse as to 
Strauss “It is not so much a picture of Christ that John sets 
forth, as a conception of Chnst ; his Chnst does not speak in His 
own Person, but of TTis own Person ” 

On the other hand, however, “ the authority of the whole 
Christian Church from the second century to the nineteenth” 
carries too much weight with Weisse for him to venture altogether 
to deny the Johanmne origin of the Gospel j and he seeks a 

^ “““‘Ca&ol'c Church), 1850, A. RinUe. Atuia »» 

if"*?*”* utn St Mattkuu, x86a In 18S3 the foundations of the Marcan 

’? ore finn b r th “ before * W Holtxmann’s work, Du 
ynafluchm Evangel tn Leipzig, 1863, 5*4 pp 
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middle path He assumes that the didactic portions really, for the 
most part, go back to John the Apostle “John," .te explains, 
“drawn on by the interest of a system of doctrine w Inch had formed 
itself in his mind, not so much as a direct reflex of the teaching 
of his Master, os on the basis of suggestions offered by that 
teaching in combination with a certain creative activity of his on n, 
endeavoured to find this system also in the teaching of his Master " 
Accordingly, with this puqiosc, and originally for himself alone, 
not with the object of communicating it to others, he mode an 
effort to exhibit, in the light of this system of thought, what his 
memory still retained of the discourses of the Lord “The 
Jobannme discourses, therefore, were recalled by n laborious effort 
of memory on the part of the disciple. When he found that his 
memory-image of his Master was threatening to dissolve into a 
mist-ivraith, he endeavoured to impress the picture more firmly m 


his recollection, to connect and define its rapidly disappearing 
features, reconstructing it by the aid of a theory evolved by 
himself or drawn from elsewhere regarding the Person and work 
of the Master ” For the portrait of Chnst in the Synoptic Gospels 
the mind of the disciples who describe Him is a neutral medium , 
for the portrait in John it is a factor which contributes to the 
production of the picture Hie same portrait is outlined by the 
apostle in the first epistle which bears his name 

These tentative “essays,” not originally intended for publica- 
tion, came, after the death of the apostle^ into the hands of his 
adherents and disciple^ and they chose the form of a complete 
Life of Jesus os that m which to give them to the world They 
therefore, added narrative portions, which they distributed here and 
there among the speeches, often doing some violence to the latter 
in the process Such was the origin of the Fourth Gospd 

Weisse is not blind to the fact that this hypothesis of a 
Johannine basis in the Gospel is beset with the gravest — one might 
almost say with insuperable — difficulties Here is a man who was 

an immediate disciple of the Lord, one who, in the Synoptic 
Gospels, in Acts, and in the Pauline letters, appears m a character 
which gives no hint of a coming spiritual metamorphosis, one, 
moreover, who at a relatively late period, when it might well have 
been supposed that his development was in all essentials closeo 
(at the time of Paul’s visit to Jerusalem, which falls at least 
fourteen years after Paul’s conversion), was chosen, along vita 
James and Peter, and m contrast with the apostles of the 
Paul and Barnabas, as an apostle of the Jews— “how is it 
asks Weisse, “to explain and make it intelligible, that a man of tnese 

mental nM.de, e thorooghl, HdlenmUe emmp? 

the beloved disciple, who, according to this very Gospel vmica 
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bears his name, was admitted more intimately than any other into 
the confidence of Jesus, how came he to clothe his Master in this 
foreign garb of Hellenistic speculation, and to attribute to Him 
this alien manner of speech ? But, however difficult the explanation 
may be, whatever extreme of improbability may seem to us to be 
involved in the assumption of the Johanmne authorship of the 
Epistle and of these essential elements of the Gospel, it is better 
to assent to the improbability, to submit to the burden of being 
forced to explain the inexplicable, than to set ourselves obstinately 
n gaingf the weight of testimony, against the authority of the whole 
Chnstian Church from the second century to the present day ” 

There could be no better argument against the genuineness of 
the Fourth Gospel than just such a defence of its genuineness as 
this In this form the hypothesis may well be destined to lead a 
harmless and never-ending life What matters for the historical 
study of the Life of Jesus is simply that the Fourth Gospel should 
be ruled out. And that Weisse does so thoroughly that it is 
impossible to imagine its being done more thoroughly The 
speeches, m spite of their apostolic authority, are unhistoncal, and 
need not be taken into account in describing Jesus' system of 
thought As for the unhappy redactor, who by adding the 
narrative pictures created the Gospel, all possibility of his reports 
being accurate is roundly denied, and as if that was not enough, 
he must put up with being called a bungler mto the bargain. “ I 
have, to tell the truth, no very high opinion of the literary art of 
the editor of the Johanmne Gospel-document,” says Weisse m his 
“Problem of the Gospels " of 1836, which is the best commentary 
upon his earlier work 

His treatment of the Fourth Gospel reminds us of the story that 
Fredenc the Great once appointed an importunate office-seeker to 
the post of “ Privy Councillor for War,” on condition that he would 
never presume to offer a syllable of advice i 

The hypothesis which was brought forward about the same 
time by Alexander Schweizer, 1 with the intention of saving the 
genuineness of the Gospel of John, did not make any real 
contribution to the subject The reading of the facts which form 
his starting-point is almost the exact converse of that of Weisse, 
since he regards, not the speeches, but certain parts of the narrative 
as Johanmne. That which it is possible, in his opmion, to refer 

Alexander Schweizer, Das Evangeltum Johannes noth stintm inneren Wertc 

tuner Bedeulung filr das Ltien Jem kr-.tuch imUrsucht 1841 (A Critical 
Examination of the Intrinsic Value of the Gospel of John and of its Importance as a 
Source for the Life of Jesus.) Alexander Schweizer was bom m zSoS at Morten, 
was appointed Professor of Pastoral Theology at Zurich in 1835. and continued to 
lecture there until his death in xS88, remaining lojal to the ideas of his teacher 
Schleiermaeher, though handling them with a certain freedom His best-known 
uotk u his Glaulenslehre (System of Doctrine), a sols , 1363-1873 , and ed., 1877 
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to the apostle ts an account, not involving any miracles, of the 
ministry of Jesus at Jerusalem, and the discoutses whrh He 
delivered there. The more or less miraculous events which occur 
in the course of it — such as, that Jesus had seen Nathanael under 
the fig-tree, knew the post life of the Samaritan woman, and healed 
the sick man at the Pool of Bethesda — are of a simple character, 
and contrast markedly with those which are represented to have 
occurred in Galilee, where Jesus turned water into wine and fed a 
multitude with a few crusts of bread We must, therefore* suppose 
that this short, authentic, spiritual Jcrusalem-Gospel has had a 
Galilaean Life of Jesus worked into it, and this explains the 
inconsistencies of the representation and the oscillation betneen 
a sensuous and a spiritual point of view. 

This distinction, however, cannot be made good Schwcizer 
was obliged to ascribe the reports of a material resurrection to the 
Galilaean source, whereas these, since they exclude the Galilaean 
appearances of Jesus, must belong to the Jeiusalem Gospel, and 
accordingly, the whole distinction between a spintual and matenal 
Gospel falls to the ground Thus this hypothesis at best preserves 
the nominal authenticity of the Fourth Gospel, only to dcpnve it 
immediately of all value as a historical source 


Had Strauss calmly examined the bearing of Weisse’s hypothesis, 
he would have seen that it fully confirmed the line he had taken 
in leaving the Fourth Gospel out of account, and he might have 
been less unjust towards the hypothesis of the pnonty of Mark, 
for which he cherished a blind hatred, because, m its fully developed 
form, it first met him in conjunction with seemingly reactionary 
tendencies towards the rehabilitation of John He never in the 
whole course of his life got rid of the prejudice that the recognition 
of the priority of Mark was identical with a retrograde movement 
towards an uncritical orthodoxy 

This is certainly not true as regards Weisse He is far from 
having used Mark unreservedly as a historical source On the 
contrary, he says expressly that the picture which this Gospel gives 
of Jesus is drawn by an imaginative disciple of the faith, filled witn 
the glory of his subject, whose enthusiasm is consequently some 
times stronger than his judgment Even in Mark the mythopoeic 
tendency is already actively at work, so that often the task at 
historical criticism is to explain how such myths could have oeen 
accepted Iff a reporter who stands as near the facts as Mark does 
Of the miracuh ] — so Weisse denominates the “non-genume 
miracles, m contradistinction to the “ genuine"— the feeding 01 


1 The German is Mtraleln, the usual wore 
constantly used m the sense of actual " miracles, 

■ certain ambiguity 


being' Wander, which, though 
has, from us obi ions dentation. 
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the multitude is that which, above all others, cnes aloud for an 
explanation Its historical strength lies in its being firmly inter- 
woven with the preceding and following context j and this applies 
to both the Marcan narratives. It is therefore impossible to 
regard the story, as Strauss proposes to do, as pure myth j it is 
necessary to show how, growing out of some incident belonging 
to that context^ it assumed its present literary form. The authentic 
saying about the leaven of the Pharisees, which, in Mark viii. 14 and 
15, is connected with the two miracles of feeding the multitude, 
gives ground for supposing that they rest upon a parabolic dis- 


course repeated on two occasions, in which Jesus spoke, perhaps 
with allusion to the manna, of a miraculous food given through 
Him These discourses were later transformed by tradition into 
an actual miraculous gmng of food Here, therefore, Wcisse en- 
deavours to substitute for Strauss’s “unhistorical” conception of 
myth a different conception, which in each case seeks to discover a 
sufficient historical cause. 

The miracles at the baptism of Jesus are based upon His 
account of a vision which He experienced in that moment The 
present form of the story of the transfiguration has a twofold origin. 
In ffie first place, it is partly based on a real experience shared by 
the three disciples That there is an historical fact here is evident 
from the way in which it is connected with the context by a 
definite mdicahon of tune. The six days of Mark ,x 2 cannot 

2 ? “ StamSS WouW have « suppose, with Ex 
renortwl A ^ ■ simply that between the previously 

rejwtal discourse of Jesus and the event described there was an 
interval of six days The three disciples had a waking snmtmi 
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of vital connexion with the history, had not provided any escape 
from the dilemma offered by the rationalistic and snpernaturalistic 
news of the resurrection Weisse prepared a new historical basis 
for a solution He was the first to handle the problem from a 
point of new which combined historical with psychological con- 
siderations, and he is fully conscious of the novelty and the far- 
reaching consequences of his attempt Theological science did 
not overtake him for sixty years, and though it did not for the 
most part share his one-sidedness in recognising only the Gahlaean 
appearances, that does not count for much, since it was unable to 
solve the problem of the double tradition regarding the appearances 
His discussion of the question is, both from the religious and from 
the historical point of view, the most satisfying treatment of it 
with which we are acquainted; the pompous and circumspect 
utterances of the very latest theology in regard to the “empty 
grave” look very poor in comparison Wetsse’s psychology 
requires only one correction — the insertion into it of the eschato- 
logical premise 

It is not only the admixture of myth, but the whole character 
of the Marcan representation, which forbids us to use it without 
reserve as a source for the life of Jesus The inventor of the 
Marcan hypothesis never weanes of repeating that even in the 
Second Gospel it is only the mam outline of the Life of Jesus, not 
the way m which the various sections are joined together, which 
is historical He does not, therefore, venture to write a Life of 
Jesus, but begins with a “General Sketch of the Gospel History” 
m which he gives the main outlines of the Life of Jesus according 
to Mark, and then proceeds to explain the incidents and discourses 
m each several Gospel in the order in which they occur 1 

He avoids the professedly historical forced interpretation of 
detail, which later representatives of the Marcan hypothesis, Schenkel 
m particular, employ in such distressing fashion that Wrede’s book, 
by making an end of this inquisitorial method of extracting the 
Evangelist’s testimony, may be said to have released the Marcan 
hypothesis from the torture -chamber Weisse is free from 
these over-refinements He refuses to divide the Galilaean 
ministry of Jesus mto a period of success and a period of failure 
and gradual falling off of adherents, divided by the controversy 

* We subjoin the titles of the divisions of this work, which are of some interest , 
VoL 1 Book t The Sources of the Gospel History 
*» >• 11 The Legends of the Childhood 

« «• m General Sketch of the Gospel History, 

v 1” " k *^ je Incidents and Discourses according to Mark. 

'Ol 11 „ v The Incidents and Discourses according to Matthew and Luke. 

•• ■» vi The Incidents and Discourses according to John 

*» »• The Resurrection and the Ascension 

• i» rui Concluding Philosophical Exposition of the Significance of 
the Person of Christ and of the Gospel Tradition 
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SjjSf P M " k 1 vn ’. hc does not “How this episode to 
counterbalance the general evidence that Jesus’ public work was 

accompamed by a constantly growing success Nor does it occur 
to him to conceive the sojourn of the Lord in Phoenician temS 
and His Journey to the neighbourhood of Caesarea Philippi, asZ 

in 1 !?!J ,vlthd ™ wnl fro “ Galilee, an abandonment of His cause 
m that dlstnct > and to head the chapter, as was usual in the second 
period of die exegesis of Mark, “ Fhghts and Retirements » He is 
content simply to state that Jesus once visited those regions, and 
explicitly remarks that while the Synoptists speak of the Pharisees 
and Scribes as working actively against Him, there is nowhere any 
hint of a hostile movement on the part of the people, but that on 
the contrary, m spite of the Scribes and Pharisees the people are 
always ready to approve Him and take His part, so much so that 
His enemies can only hope to get Him into their power by a secret 


Weisse does not admit any failure in Jesus’ work, nor that death 
came upon Him from without as an inevitable necessity He 
cannot, therefore, regard the thought of suffering as forced upon 
Jesus by outward events Later interpreter of Mark have often 
held that the essential thing m the Lord's resolve to die was that 
by His voluntary acceptance of a fate which was more and 
more clearly revealing itself as inevitably He raised it into the 
sphere of ethico-religious freedom this was not Weisse’s view 
Jesus, according to him, was not moved by any outward circum- 
stances when He set out for Jerusalem in order to die there. He 
did it in obedience to a supra-rational higher necessity We can 
at most venture to conjecture that a cessation of His miracle- 
working power, of which He had become aware, revealed to Him 
that the hour appointed by God had come He did, in fact, no 
further miracle m Jerusalem 

How far Isaiah lm may have contributed to suggest the con- 
ception of such a death being a necessary part of Messiah’s woik, 
it is impossible to discover. In the popular expectation there was 
no thought of the Messiah as suffering The thought was con- 
ceived by Jesus independently, through His deep and penetrating 
spiritual insight. Without any external suggestion whatever He 
announces to His disciples that He is to die at Jerusalem, and that 
He is going thither with that end in view He journeyed, not to 
the Passover, but to His death The fact that it took place at the 
time of the Feast was, so far as Jesus was concerned, accidental 
The circumstances of His entry were such as to suggest anything 
rather than the fulfilment of His predictions, but though the 
jubilant multitude surrounded Him day by day, as with a wall of 
defence, He did not let that make Him falter m His purpose; 
rather he forced the authorities to arrest Him , He preserved silence 
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before Pilate with the deliberate purpose of rendering His death 
inevitable. The theory of later defenders of the Marcan hypothesis 
that Jesus, giving up His cause m Galilee for lost, went up to 
Jerusalem to conquer or die, is foreign to Weisse’s conception In 
his view, Jesus, breaking off His Galilaean work while the tide of 
success was stUl flowing strongly, journeyed to Jerusalem, in the 
scorn of consequence, with the sole purpose of dying there. 

It is trae there are some premonitions of the later course of 
Marcan exegesis. The Second Gospel mentions no Passover 
journey as falling in the course of the public ministry of Jesus , 
consequently the most natural conclusion would be that no Pass- 
over journeys fell within that period j that is, that Jesus’ ministry 
began after one Passover and closed with the next, thus lasting 
less than a full year. Weisse thinks, however, that it is impossible 
to understand the success of His teaching unless we assume a 
ministry of several years, of more than three years, indeed Mark 
does not mention the Feasts simply because Jesus did not go up to 
Jerusalem “Intrinsic probability is, in our opinion, so strongly 
in favour of a duration of a considerable number of years, that we 
are at a loss to explain how it is that at least a few unprejudiced 
investigators have not found in this a sufficient reason for depart- 
ing from the traditional opinion ” 

The account of the mission of the Twelve is alsci, on the 
ground of “intrinsic probability,” explained in a way which is not 
in accordance with the plain sense of the words “We do not 
think," says Weisse, “that it is necessary to understand this in the 
sense that He sent all the twelve out at one time, two and two, 
remaining alone in the meantime; it is much more natural to 
suppose that He only sent them out two at a time, keeping the 
others about Him. The object of this mission was less the 
immediate spreading abroad of His teaching than the preparation 
of the disciples themselves for the independent activity which they 
would have to exerase after His death” These are, however, 
the only serious liberties which he takes with the statements of 
Mark. 

When did Jesus begin to think of Himself as the Messiah? 
The baptism seems to have marked an epoch in regard to His 
Messianic consciousness, but that does not mean that He had not 
previously begun to have such thoughts about Himself. In any 
case He did not on that occasion amve all at once at that point 
of His inward journey which He had reached at the time of His 
first public appearance. We must assume a penod of some dura- 
tion between the baptism and the beginning of His ministry — a 
longer penod than we should suppose from the Synoptists — during 
which Jesus cast off the Messianic ideas of Judaism and attained 
to a spiritual conception of the Messiahship. When He began to 
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the marcan hypothesis 


%$• “ develo Pj? ent " « as already closed. Later interpreters 
o Mark have generally differed from Wcisse in assuming a develop 
ment in the thought of Jesus during His public minist™. P 

»un. C | nCCpll ( 0n ° f ^ Icssiahshl P therefore fuUy formed 
when He began to teach in Capernaum; but He did not allow the 
people to see that He held Himself to be the Messiah until His 
tnumphal entry. It was in order to avoid declaring His Messiahship 
.hat He kept away from Jerusalem. “ It was only in Galilee and not 
in the Jewish capital that an extended period of teaching and work 
was posable for Him without being obliged to make an explicit 
declaration whether He were the Messiah or no. In Jerusalem 
itself the High Priests and Scribes would soon have put this 
question to Him in such a way that He could not have avoided 
answering it, whereas in Galilee He doubtless on more than one 
occasion cut short such attempts to question Him too closely 
by the incisiveness of His replies ” Like Strauss, Weisse recog- 
nises that the key to the explanation of the Messianic con- 
sciousness of Jesus lies in the self-designation "Son of Man” 

“ ' , arc most certainly justified, 11 he says, with almost prophetic 
insight, m his "Problem of the Gospels,” published m 1856, "in 
regarding the question, what sense the Divine Saviour desired to 
attach to this predicate ?— what, in fact, He intended to make 
known about Himself by using the title Son of Man?—as an 
essential question for the right understanding of His teaching, and 
not of His teaching only, but also of the very heart and inmost 
essence of His personality ” 

But at this point Weisse lets in the cloven hoof of that fatal 
method of interpretation, by the aid of which the defendeis of the 
Marcan hypothesis who succeeded him were to wage war, with a 
kind of dull and dogged determination, against eschatology, in the 
interests of an original and “ spiritual ” conception of the Messiah 
ship supposed to be held by Jesus. Under the obsession of the 
fixed idea that it was their mission to defend the “originality” of 
Jesus by ascribing to Him a modernising transformation and 
spiritualisation of the eschatological system of ideas, the defenders 
of the Marcan hypothesis have impeded the historical study of the 
Life of Jesus to an almost unbelievable extent 

The explanation of the name Son of Man had, Weisse ex- 
plains, hitherto oscillated between two extremes Some had held 


the expression to be, even in the mouth of Jesus, equivalent to 
“man” in general, an interpretation which cannot be earned 
through , others had connected it with the Son of Man in Daniel, 
and supposed that in using the term Jesus was employing a Messianic 
title understood by and current among the Jews But how came 
He to employ only this unusual periphrastic name for the Messiah ? 
Further, if this name were really a Messianic title, bon could He 
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repeatedly have refused Messianic salutations., and not until the 
triumphal entry suffered the people to hail Him as Messiah ? 

The q ues tions are nghtly asked , it is therefore the more pity 
that they are wrongly answered. It follows, Weisse says, from the 
above considerations that Jesus did not assume an acquaintance on 
the part of His hearers with the Old Testament Messianic signifi- 
cance of the expression. “It was therefore incontestably the 
intention of Jesus — and any one who considers it unworthy betrays 
thereby his own want of insight — that the designation should have 
something mysterious about it, something which would compel 
His hearers to reflect upon His meaning.” The expression Son 
of Man was calculated to lead them on to higher conceptions of 
His nature and origin, and therefore sums up in itself the whole 
spiritualisation of the Messiahship. 

Weisse, therefore, passionately rejects any suggestion, however 
modest, that Jesus’ self-designation, Son of Man, implies any 
measure of acceptance of the Jewish apocalyptic system of ideas 
Ewald had furnished forth his Life of Jesus 1 with a wealth of Old 
Testament learning, and had made some half-hearted attempts to 
show the connexion of Jesus’ system of thought with that of post- 
canonical Judaism, but without taking the matter senonsly and 
without having any suspicion of the real character of the eschatology 
of Jesus But even these parade-ground tactics excite Weisse’s 
indignation , m his book, published in 1856, he reproaches Ewald 
with failing to understand his task 

The real duty of criticism is, according to Weisse, to show that 
Jesus had no part in those fantastic errors which are falsely attri- 
buted to Him when a literal Jewish interpretation is given to His 
great sayings about the future of the Son of Man, and to remove 
all the obstacles which seem to have prevented hitherto the 
recognition of the novel character and special significance of the 
expression, Son of Man, in the mouth of Him who, of His own 
free choice, applted this name to Himself " How long will it be,” 
he cries, " before theology at last becomes aware of the deep im- 
portance of its task? Historical criticism, exercised with all the 
thoroughness and impartiality which alone can produce a genuine 
conviction, must free the Master’s own teaching from the imputa- 
tion that lies upon it — the imputation of sharing the errors and 
false expectations m which, as we cannot deny, owing to imperfect 
or mistaken understanding of the suggestions of the Master, the 
Apostles, and with them the whole early Christian Church, became 
involved ’’ 

This fundamental position determines the remainder of Weisse’s 
views Jesus cannot have shared the Jewish particularism He 

C*™Au’ imd seiner Zeii (History at Christ and His Times ) B* 
Heranch Ewald, Gdttmgen, 1855, 4 S<» PP- 
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did not hold the Law to be binding It was for this reason that 
He did not go up to the Feasts He distinctly and repeatedly ex- 
pressed the conviction that His doctnne was destined for the whole 
world In speaking of the parousia of the Son of Man He was 
using a figure — a figure which includes in a mysterious fashion all 
His predictions of the future. He did not speak to His disciples 
of His resurrection, His ascension, and His parousia as three 
distinct acts, since the event to which He looked forward is not 
identical with any of the three, but is composed of them all. The 
resurrection is, at the same time, the ascension and parousia, and 
in the parousia the resurrection and the ascension are also included. 
“The one conclusion to which we believe we can point with 
certainty is that Jesus spoke of the future of His work and His 
teaching in a way that implied the consciousness of an influence to 
be continued after His death, whether unbrokenly or intermittently, 
and the consciousness that by this influence His work and teaching 
would be preserved from destruction and the final victory assured 
to it” 

The personal presence of Jesus which the disciples experienced 
after His death was in their view only a partial fulfilment of that 
general promise The parousia appeared to them as still awaiting 
fulfilment Thought of thus, as an isolated event, they could only 
conceive it from the Jewish apocalyptic standpoint, and they finally 
came to suppose that they had denved these fantastic ideas from 
the Master Himself 

In his determined opposition to the recognition of eschatology 
in Strauss's first Life of Jesus, Weisse here lays down the lines 
which were to be followed by the " liberal ” Lives of Jesus of the 
’sixties and following years, which only differ from him, not always 
to their advantage, m their more elaborate interpretation of the 
detail of Mark The only work, therefore, which was a conscious 
continuation of Strauss’s, takes, in spite of its just appreciation of 
the character of the sources, a wrong path, led astray by the 
mistaken idea of the “ originality ” of Jesus, which it exalts into 
a canon of histoncal criticism. Only after long and devious 
wanderings did the study of the subject find the right road again. 
The whole struggle over eschatology is nothing else than a gradual 
elimination of Weisse’s ideas It was only with Johannes Weiss 
that theology escaped from the influence of Cbnstian Hermann 
Weisse. 
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KnlQc der evangelischen Geschichte tics Johanr.es (Criticism of the Gospel History 
of John) Bremen, 1840 43 S PP . , . _ 

icntiir der evangelischen Geschichte der Synoptiker (Criticism of the Gospei 
History of the Synoptics ) 3 vols , Leipzig, 1841-1849, voL 1. 416 pp , rol n 
399 pp , toL iu 341 pp 

Knuk der Evangelien. (Criticism of the Gospels.) 9 vols , 1850-1831, Berlin. 
KntSk der Apostelgeschichte. (Criticism of Acts ) 1850 

Kntik der Fnulurachen Bnefe. Berlin, 1850-1859 In three parts 
Philo, Strauss, Renan nod das Urcbnstentnm (P , S , R-, and Primitive 
Christianity.) Berlin, 1874 155 pp 

Christos nnd die Chsoren Der Unsprung des Chnstentums ails dem romis chen 
Gnechentum. (The Origin of Christianity from Graeco-Roman Civilisation ) 
Berlin, 1877 387 pp 

Bruno Bauer was bom in 1809 at Eisenberg, in the duchy of 
Sachsen - Altenburg In philosophy, he was at first associated 
entirely with the Hegelian “nght" Like Strauss, he received a 
strong impulse from Vatke At this stage of his development he 
reviewed, in 1835 and 1836, Strauss’s Life of Jesus in the 
Jahrbuckcr fur zoissenschafthchc Kritik, and wrote in 1838 a 
“ Criticism of the History of Revelation ” 1 

In 1834 he had become Privat-Docent m Berlin, but in 1839 
he removed to Bonn He was then in the midst of that intellectual 
crisis of which the evidence appeared in his critical works on John 
and the Synoptics In August 1841 the Munster, Eichhom, 
requested the Faculties of the Prussian Universities to report on 
the question whether Bauer should be allowed to retain the vettia 
docmdi Most of them returned an evasive answer, Konigsberg 
replied in the affirmative, and Bonn in the negative. In March 
184* Bauer was obliged to cease lecturing, and retired to Rixdorf 
near Berlin. In the first heat of his furious indignation over 
this treatment he wrote a work with the title “Christianity 

* Kntik der Gachich'e der Qfinlarung, 
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Exposed,” 1 which, however, was cancelled before publication at 
Zunch in 1843. 

He then turned his attention to secular history and wrote 
on the French Revolution, on Napoleon, on the Elunumsm of the 
Eighteenth Century, and on the party struggles in Germany dunng 
the years 1842-1846 At the beginning of the ’fifties he returned 
to theological subjects, but failed to exerase any influence His 
work was simply ignored 

Radical though he was m spirit, Bauer found himself fighting 
at the end of the ’fifties and beginning of the 'sixties, in the ranks 
of the Prussian Conservatives — we are reminded how Strauss in 
the Wurtemberg Chamber was similarly forced to side with the 
reactionaries He died in 1882. His was a pure, modest, and 
lofty character 

At the tune of his removal from Berlin to Bonn he was just at 
the end of the twenties, that critical age when pupils often 
surprise their teachers, when men begin to find themselves and 
show what they are, not merely what they have been taught. 

In approaching the investigation of the Gospel history, Bauer 
saw, as he himself tells us, two ways open to him. He might 
take as his starting-point the Jewish Messianic conception, and 
endeavour to answer the question how the intuitive prophetic idea 
of the Messiah became a fixed reflective conception. That was 
the historical method, he chose, however, the other, the literary 
method This starts from the opposite side of the question, from 
the end instead of the beginning of the Gospel bistoiy Taking 
first the Gospel of John, in which it is obvious that reflective 
thought has fitted the life of the Jewish Messiah into the frame 
of the Logos conception, he then, starting as it were from the 
embouchure of the stream, works his way upwards to the high 
ground in which the Gospel tradition takes its rise The decision 
m favour of the latter view determined the character of Bauer's 
hfe-work , it was his task to follow out, to its ultimate consequences, 
the literary solution of the problem of the life of Jesus. 

How far this path would lead him he did not at first suspect 
But he did suspect how strong was the influence upon the formation 
of history of a dominant idea which moulds and shapes it with a 
definite artistic purpose His interest was especially unMJV 
Philo, who, without knowing or intending it, contnbuted to 
fulfilment of a higher task than that with which he was immediatejy 
engaged Bauer’s view is that a speculative prmaple such w 
Philo’s, when it begins to take possession of men s minds^ 
influences them in the first glow of enthusiasm which it evokes 

Case ) Zurich. 1843 
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with such overmastering power that the just claims of that which 
is actual and historical cannot always secure the attention which 
is their due. In Philo's pupil, John, we must loot- not for history, 
but for art 

The Fourth Gospel is in fact a work of art This was now 
for the first time appreciated by one who was himself an artist 
Schleiermacher, indeed, had at an earlier penod taken up the 
aesthetic standpoint in considering this Gospel. But he had used 
it as an apologist, proceeding to exalt the artistic truth which he 
nghtly recognised into histone reality, and his cntical sense failed 
him, precisely because he was an aesthete and an apologist when 
he came to deal with the Fourth Gospel Now, however, there 
comes forward a true artist who shows that the depth of religious 
and intellectual insight which Tholuck and Neander, in opposing 
Strauss, had urged on behalf of the Fourth Gospel, is — Christian 
art. 

In Bauer, however, the aesthete is at the same time a cntic. 
Although much in the Fourth Gospel is finely * felt” hke the open- 
ing scenes referring to the Baptist and to Jesus, which Bauer groups 
together under the heading “The Circle of the Expectant,” yet 
his art is by no means always perfect. The author who conceived 
those discourses, of which the movement consists in a kind of 
tautological return upon itself, and who makes the parables trail 
out into dragging allegories, is no perfect artist “The parable of 
the Good Shepherd,” says Bauer, “is neither simple, nor natural, 
nor a true parable, but a metaphor, which is, nevertheless, much 
too elaborate for a metaphor, is not clearly conceived, and, finally 
In places shows much too clearly the skeleton of reflection over 
which it is stretched " 

Bauer treats, in his work of 1840,* the Fourth Gospel only. 
The Synoptics he deals with only m a quite incidental fashion, 
“as opposing armies make demonstrations in order to provoke the 
enemy to a decisive conflict” 

He breaks off at the beginning of the story of the passion, 
because here it would be necessary to bring in the Synoptic 
parallels “From the distant heights on which the Synoptic forces 
have token up a menacing position, we must now draw them down 
into the plain ; now comes the pitched battle between them and 
the Fourth Gospel, and the question regarding the historical char- 
acter of that which we have found to be the ultimate basis of the 
last Gospel, can now at length be decided " 

If, m the Gospel of John, no smallest particle could be found 
which was unaffected by the creative reflection of the author, how 
will it stand with the Synopbsts ? 

When Bauer broke off his work upon John in this abrupt way 

’ dtr r-arpUukm GtuhuhU dts Mc-ntx 
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for he bad not originally intended to conclude it at this point — 
how far did he still retain a belief m the historical character of the 
Synoptics? It looks as if he had intended to treat them as the 
solid foundation, in contrast with the fantastic structure raised 
upon it by the Fourth Gospel But when he began to use his pick 
upon the rock, it crumbled away. Instead of a difference of kind 
he found only a difference of degree. The “ Criticism of the 
Gospel History of the Synoptists” of 1841 is built on the site which 
Strauss had levelled. “The abiding influence of Strauss," says 
Bauer, “ consists in the fact that he has removed from the path of 
subsequent criticism the danger and trouble of a collision with the 
earlier orthodox system ” 

Bauer finds his material laid ready to his hand by Weisse 
and Wilke. Weisse had divined in Mark die source from which 


criticism — becoming barren in the work of Strauss — might draw a 
new spring of vigorous life , and Wilke, whom Bauer places above 
Weisse, had raised this happy conjecture to the level of a 
scientifically assured result The Marcan hypothesis was no 
longer on its trial 

But its bearing upon the history of Jesus had still to be 
determined What position do Weisse and Wilke take up 
towards the hypothesis of a tradition lying behind the Gospel 
of Mark? If it be once admitted that the whole Gospel tradition, 
so far as concerns its plan, goes back to a single writer, who 
has created the connexion between the different events — for 
neither Weisse nor Wilke regards the connexion of the sections 
as historical— does not the possibihty naturally suggest itself that 
the narrative of the events themselves, not merely the connexion in 
which they appear in Mark, is to be set down to the account of 
the author of the Gospel? Weisse and Wilke bad not suspected 
how great a, danger arises when, of the three witnesses who 
represent the tradition, only one is allowed to stand, and the 
tradition is recognised and allowed to exist m this one written 
form only The triple embankment held, will a single one 


bear the strain ? . . * » 

The following considerations have to be taken into accrn^t. 
The criticism of the Fourth Gospel compels ns to recognise that 
a Gospel may have a purely literary origin. This discovery 
dawned upon Bauer at a tune when he was still disinclined to 
accept Wilke’s conclusions regarding Mark. But when he had 
recognised the truth of the latter he felt compelled by the 
combination of the two to accept the idea that Mark also might 
be of purely literary origin For Weisse and Wilke the Marcan 
hypothesis had nm implied this result, because they conned 
to combme with it the wider hypothesis of a general tradmon, 
holding that Matthew and Luke used the collection of Logi , 
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and also owed part of their supplementary matter to a free 
use of floating tradition, so that Mark, it might almost be said, 
merely supplied them with the formative principle by means of 
which they might order their matenal 

But what if Papias’s statement about the collection of “Logia” 
were worthless, and could be shown to be so by the literary data ? 
In that case Matthew and Luke would be purely literary expansions 
of Mark, and like him, purely literary inventions 

In this connexion Bauer attaches decisive importance to 
the phenomena of the birth-stones. If these had been denved 
from tradition they could not differ from each other as they 
do. If it is suggested that tradition had produced a large number 
of independent, though mutually consistent, stones of the child- 
hood, out of winch the Evangelists composed their opening narra- 
tives, this also is found to be untenable, for these narratives are 


not composite structures. The separate stories of which each 
of these two histones of the childhood consists could not have 
been formed independently of one another $ none of them existed 
by itself, each points to the others and is informed by a view 
which implies the whole. The histones of the childhood are 
therefore not literary versions of a tradition, but literary inventions 

If we go on to examine the discourse and narrative tnnh»nai 
additional to that of Mark, which is found m Matthew and 
Luke, a similar result appears The same standpoint is regulative 
throughout, showing that the additions do not consist of oral 
or written traditional matenal which has been worked into the 
Marcan plan, but of a literaiy development of certain fundamental 
ideas and suggestions found in the first author. These develop- 
ments, as is shown by the accounts of the Sermon on the Mount 
and the charge to the Twelve, are not earned as far m T.«Tr»» 
as in Matthew The additional material in the latter seems 
indeed to be worked up from suggestions in the former. Luke 
thus forms the transition stage between Mark and Matthew 
The Marcan hypothesis, accordingly, now takes on the following 
form Our knowledge of the Gospel history does not rest upon 
any basis of tradition, but only upon three literary works Two 
first ^ ^dependent, being merely expansions of tbe 

rw? d ‘o 6 S*" 3, . Matthw » 15 a 1 * 5 dependent upon tbe second 
Consequently there is no tradition of the Gospel history, but onlv 
a single literary source 3 

But, if so, who is to assure us that this Gospel history with 
its assertion of the Messiahship of Jesus, was Sready ^matter 
2“ ? n before it was' fixed m writing? an T«S 

not first become known in a literary form? In the latter case, 
one man would have created out of general ideas the definite 
historical tradition in which these ideas are embodied. 
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The only thing that could be set against this literary 
possibility, as a historical counter-possibility, would be a proof 
that at the penod when the Gospel history is supposed to take 
place a Messianic expectation really existed among the Jews, so 
that a man who claimed to be the Messiah and was recognised 
as such, as Mark represents Jesus to have been, would be 
historically conceivable. This presupposition had hitherto been 
unanimously accepted by all writers, no matter how much opposed 
in other respects. They were all satisfied “ that before the appear- 
ance of Jesus the expectation of a Messiah prevailed among 
the Jews ” ; and were even able to explain its precise character 
But where — apart from the Gospels — did they get their 
information from? Where is the documentary evidence of the 
Jewish Messianic doctrine on which that of the Gospels is 
supposed to be based? Daniel was the last of the prophets 
Everything tends to suggest that the mysterious content of his 
work remained without influence m die subsequent penod 
Jewish literature ends with the Wisdom writings, m which there 
is no mention of a Messiah In the LXX there is no attempt 
to translate m accordance with a preconceived picture of the 
Messiah In the Apocalypses, which are of small importance, 
there is reference to a Messianic Kingdom ; the Messiah Himself, 
however, plays a quite subordinate part, and is, indeed, scarcely 
mentioned. For Philo He has no existence, the Alexandrian 
does not dream of connecting Him with his Logos speculation 
There remain, therefore, as witnesses for the Jewish Messiamc 
expectations m the tune of Tiberius, only Mark and his imitators 
This evidence, however, is of such a character that in certain 


points it contradicts itself 

In the first place, if at the time when the Christian community 
was forming its view of history and the religious ideas which we 
find in the Gospels, the Jews had already possessed a doctrine 
of the Messiah, there would have been already a fixed type of 
interpretation of the MeBsianic passages m the Old Testament, 
and it would have been impossible for the same passages to be 
interpreted in a totally different way, as referring to Jesus and 
His work, as we find them interpreted m the New Testament 
Next consider the representation of the Baptist’s work We 
should have expected him to connect h» baptism with the 
preaching of “Him who was to come —if thiB were realy the 
Messiah— by baptizing in the name of this “Coming One. He, 
however, keeps them separate, baptizing in P^.bon for ithe 
Kingdom, though referring in his discourses to Him wh 

W earnest Evangelist did not venture openly to 

into 1 the history the idea that Jesus had claimed to be the 
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Messiah, because he was aware that in the tune of Jesus no 
general expectation of the Messiah had prevailed among the 
people When the disciples in Mark viu a 8 report the opinions 
of the people concerning Jesus they cannot mention any who 
hold Him to be the Messiah. Peter is the first to attain to the 
recognition of His Messiahship But as soon as the confession 
is made the Evangelist makes Jesus forbid His disciples to tell 
the people who He is. Why is the attribution of the Messiahship 
to Jesus made in this surreptitious and inconsistent way? It 
is because the writer who gave the history its form well knew 
that no one had ever come forward publicly on Palestinian soil 
to claim the Messiahship, or had been recognised by the people 
as Messiah 

The * reflective conception of the Messiah " was not, therefore^ 
taken over ready'inade from Judaism , that dogma first arose 
along with the Christian community, or rather the moment m 
which it arose was the same in which the Christian community 
had its birth. 


Moreover, how unhistorical, even on a priori grounds, is the 
mechanical way in which Jesus at this first appearance at once 
sets Himself up as the Messiah and says, “Behold I am He whom 
ye have expected.” In essence, Bauer thinks, there is not so much 
difference between Strauss and Hengstenberg For Hengstenberg 
the whole life of Jesus is the living embodiment of the Old Testa- 
ment picture of the Messiah , Strauss, a less reverent counterpart 
of Hengstenberg, made the image of the Messiah into a mask which 
Jesus Himself was obliged to assume, and which legend after- 
wards substituted for His real features. 


“ We save the honour of Jesus,” says Bauer, " when we restore 
His Person to life from the state of inanition to winch the apologists 
have reduced it, and give it once more a living relation to history, 
which it certainly possessed— that can no longer be denied. If a 
conception was to become dominant which should unite heaven and 
earth, God and man, nothing more and nothing less was necessary 
as a preliminary condition, than that a Man should appear, the 
very essence of whose consciousness should be the reconciliation 
of these antitheses, and who should manifest this consciousness to 
”” jwld, and lead the religious mind to the sole point from which 
its difficulties can be solved Jesus accomplished this mighty 
work, but not by prematurely pointing to His own Person Tnit^ 
He gradually made known to the people the thoughts which filled 
and entered into the very essence of His mind. It was only in this 
indirect way that His Person — which He freely offered up in the 
cause of His historical vocation and of the idea for which He lived 
^-continued to live on in so far as this idea was accepted. When, 
in the belief of His followers, He rose again and lived on in tbe 
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Christian community, it was as the Son of God who had overcome 
and reconciled the great antithesis He was that m which alone 
the religious consciousness found rest and peace, apart from which 
there was nothing firm, trustworthy, and enduring 

“ It was only now that the vague, ill defined, prophetic repre- 
sentations were focused into a point, were not only fulfilled, but 
were also united together by a common bond which strengthened 
and gave greater value to each of them With His appearance 
and the rise of belief m Him, a clear conception, a definite mental 
picture of the Messiah became possible 5 and thus it was that a 
Christology 1 first arose ” 

While, therefore, at the dose of Bauer’s first work it might have 
seemed that it was only the Gospel of John which he held to be a 
literary creation, here the same thing is said of the original Gospel. 
The only difference is that we find more primitive reflection in 
the Synoptics, and later work in the representation given by the 
Fourth Evangelist , the former is of a more practical character, the 
latter more dogmatic 

Nevertheless it is false to assert that according to Lauer the 
earliest Evangelist invented the Gospel histoiy and the peisonahty 
of Jesus. That is to carry back the ideas of a later period and 
a further stage of development into the original form of his view 
At the moment when, having disposed of preliminaries, he enters 
on his investigation, he still assumes that a great, a unique 
Personality, who so impressed men by His character that it lived on 
among them in an ideal form, had awakened into life the Messianic 
idea; and that what the original Evangelist really did was to 
portray the life of this Jesus— the Christ of the community which 
He founded— in accordance with the Messianic view of Him, just 
as the Fourth Evangelist portrayed it in accordance with the 
presupposition that Jesus was the revealer of the Logos It was 
only in the course of his investigations that Bauer's opinion became 
more radical As he goes on, his writing becomes ill-tempered, ana 
takes the form of controversial dialogues with “the theologians, 
whom he apostrophises in a biting and injurious fashion, and whom 
he continually reproaches with not daring, owing to their apologetic 
prejudices, to see things as they really are, and with declining to 
face the ultimate results of criticism from fear that the tradition 
might suffer more loss of histone value than religion could near 
In spite of this hatred of the theologians, which is pathological m 
character, like Ins meaningless punctuation, his critical analyses 
are always exceedingly acute One has the , repression of walking 
alongside a man who is reasoning quite intelligently, but who ta ks 

I Were and elsewhere Bauer seems to use " Chnslologie" tn the 
Mels,” " than ,n the more general sen* wlueh . usualm theologr 
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to himself as though possessed by a fixed idea What if the whole 
thing should turn out to be nothing but a literary invention — 
not only the incidents and discourses, but even the Personality which 
is assumed as the starting-pomt of the whole movement ? What 
if the Gospel history were only a late imaginary embodiment of 
a set of exalted ideas, and these were the only historical reality 
from first to last? This is the idea which obsesses his mind more 
and more completely, and moves him to contemptuous laughter 
What, he mocks, will these apologists, who are so sure of every- 
thing, do then with the shreds and tatters which will be all that 
is left to them ? 

But at the outset of his investigations Bauer was far from 
holding such views. His purpose was really only to continue the 
work of Strauss. The conception of myth and legend of which 
the latter made use is, Bauer thinks, much too vague to explain 
this deliberate “ transformation " of a personality. In the place 
of myth Bauer therefore sets “ reflection.” The life which pulses 
in the Gospel history is too vigorous to be explained as created by 
legend; it is real “experience,” only not the experience of Jesus, 
but of the Church. The representation of this experience of the 
Church m the Life of a Person is not the work of a number of 
persons, but of a single author It is in this twofold aspect — as 
the composition of one man, embodying the experience of many — 
that the Gospel history is to be regarded. As religious art it has 
a profound truth. When it is regarded from this point of view 
the difficulties which are encountered in the endeavour to conceive 
it as real immediately disappear. 

We must take as our point of departure the belief in the 
sacrificial death and the resurrection of Jesus. Everything else 
attaches itself t- this as to its centre When the need arose to fix 
definitely the beginning of the manifestation of Jesus as the 
Saviour— to determine the point of rime at which the Lord issued 
forth from obscurity — it was natural to connect this with the work 
of the Baptist ; and Jesus comes to his baptism While this is 
sufficient for the earliest Evangelist, Matthew and Luke feel it to 
be necessary, in view of the important consequences involved m 
the connexion of Jesus with the Baptist, to bring them into relation 
once more by means of the question addressed by the Baptist to 
Jesus, although this addition is quite inconsistent with the assump- 
tions of the earliest Evangelist If he had conceived the story of 
the baptism with the idea of introducing the Baptist again on a 
later occasion, and this rime, moreover, as a doubter, he would have 
pven it a different form. This is a just observation of Bauer’s • 
the story of the baptism with the miracle which took place at it 
and the Baptist's question, understood as implying a doubt of the 
Mcssiahship of Jesus, mutually exclude one another. 
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The story of the temptation embodies an experience of the 
early Church This narrative represents her inner conflicts undet 
the form of a conflict of the Redeemer. On her march through 
the wilderness ot this world she has to fight with temptations of 
the devil, and in the story composed by Mark and Luke, and 
artistically finished by Matthew, she records a vow to build only on 
the inner strength of her constitutive principle In the sermon on 
the mount also, Matthew has earned out with greater completeness 
that which was more vaguely conceived by Luke It is only when 
we understand the words of Jesus as embodying expenences of the 
early Church that their deeper sense becomes clear and what would 
otherwise seem offensive disappears The saying, “Let the dead 
bury their dead,” would not have been fitting for Jesus to speak, 
and had He been a real man, it could never have entered into His 
mind to create so unreal and cruel a collision of duties, for no 
command, Dmne or human, could have sufficed to make it nght 
for a man to contravene the ethical obligations of family life So 
here again, the obvious conclusion is that the saying originated in 
the early Church, and was intended to inculcate renunciation of 
a world which was felt to belong to the kingdom of the dead, and 
to illustrate this by an extreme example. 

The mission of the Twelve, too, is, as an historical occurrence^ 
simply inconceivable It would have been different if Jesus had 
given them a definite teaching, or form of belief or positive 
conception of any kind, to take with them as their message But 
how ill the charge to the Twelve fulfils its purpose as a discourse 
of instruction 1 What the disciples needed to learn, namely, what 
and how they were to teach, they are not told , and the discourse 
which Matthew has composed, working on the basis of Luke* 
implies quite a different set of circumstances It is concerned with 
the struggles of the Church with the world and the sufferings which 
it must endure. This is the explanation of the references to suffer- 
ing which constantly recur m the discourses of Jesus, m spite of the 
fact that His disciples were not enduring any sufferings, and that 
the Evangelist cannot even make it conceivable as a possibility 
that those before whose eyes Jesus holds up the way of the Cross 
could ever come into such a position The Twelve, at any rate, 
had no sufferings to encounter dunng their mission, and if they 
were merely being sent by Jesus into the surrounding distnets tney 
were not very likely to meet with kings and rulers there 

That it is a case of invented history is also shown by the tact 
that nothing is said about the doings of the disciples, and they seem 
to come back again immediately, though the earliest Evangehst. it 
is true, to prevent this from being too apparent, inserts at this point 
rii* storv of the execution of the Baptist , , 

All this is just and acute criticism. The charge to the Twelv 
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is not a discourse of instruction. What Jesus there sets before the 
disdples they could not at that time have understood, and the 
promises which He makes to them are not appropnate to their 
circumstances. 

Many of the discourses are mere bundles of heterogeneous 
sayings, though this is not so much the case in Mark as in the 
others. He has not forgotten that effective polemic consists of 
shorty pointed, incisive arguments. The others, as advanced 
theologians, are of opinion that it is fitting to indulge m arguments 
which have nothing to do with the matter in hand, or only the 
most distant connexion with it They form the transition to the 
discourses of the Fourth Gospel, which usually degenerate into an 
aimless wrangle. In the same connexion it is nghtly observed that 
the discourses of Jesus do not advance from point to point by the 
logical development of an idea, the thoughts are merely strung 
together one after another, the only connexion, if connexion there 
is, being due to a kind of conventional mould m which the 
discourse is cast 


The parables, Bauer continues, present difficulties no less great. 
It is an ineptitude on the part of the apologists to suggest that 
the parables are intended to make things clear. Jesus Himvrif 
contradicts tins view by saying bluntly and unambiguously to His 
disciples that to them it was given to know the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of God, but to the people all His teaching must be 
spoken as parables, that " seeing they might see and not perceive, 
and hearing they might hear and not understand.” The parables 
were therefore intended only to exercise the intelligence of the 
disciples : and so far from being understood by the people* mystified 
and repelled diem ; as if it would not have been much better to 
exercise the minds of the disciples in this way when He was alone 
with them. The disciples, however, do not even understand the 
ample parable of the Sower, but need to have it interpreted to 
them, so that the Evangelist once more stultifies his own theory. 

Bruno Bauer is right in his observation that the parables offer 
a senous problem, seeing that they were intended to conceal and 
not to make plain, and that Jesus nevertheless taught only in 
parables, fhe character of the difficulty, however, is such that 
wren literary criticism has no explanation ready. Bruno Bauer 
admits that he does not know what was in the mind of the 
Evangelist when he composed these parables, and thinks that be 
* efi “ Ite P^P 0 ^ or a‘ least that the suggestions which 
whde UnS m mmd were nQt ' KOlkcd UP into a deariy ordered 


Here, therefore* Bauer’s method broke down. He did not 
however, allow this to shake his confidence m his reading of the 
facts, and he continued to maintain it in the face of a new difficulty 
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which he himself brought clearly to light Mark, according to him, 
is an artistic unity, the offspring of a single mind How then is it 
to be explained that m addition to other less important doublets 
it contains two accounts of the feeding of the multitude? Here 
Bauer has recourse to the aid of Wilke, who distinguishes our 
Mark from an Ur-Markus, 1 and ascribes these doublets to later 
interpolation Later on he became more and more doubtful about 
the artistic unity of Mark, despite the fact that this was the 
fundamental assumption of ins theory, and in the second edition of 
his “Criticism of the Gospels," of 1851, he earned through the 
distinction between the canonical Mark and the Ur-Markus. 


But even supposing the assumption of a redaction were justified, 
how could the redactor have conceived the idea of adding to the 
first account of the feeding of the multitude a second which is 
identical with it almost to the very wording ? In any case, on what 
principle can Mark be distinguished from Ur-Markus? There are 
no fundamental differences to afford a ready criterion The 
distinction is purely one of subjective feeling, that is to say, it is 
arbitrary As soon as Bauer admits that the artistic unity of Mark, 
on which he lays so much stress^ has been tampered with, he 
cannot maintain his position except by shutting his eyes to the fact 
that it can only be a question of the weaving m of fragments of 
tradition, not of the inventions of an imitator But if he once 
admits the presence of traditional materials, his whole theoiy of the 
earliest Evangelist’s having created the Gospel falls to the ground 
For the moment he succeeds in laying the spectre again, and 
continues to think of Mark as a work of art, in which the 


interpolation alters nothing 

Bauer discusses with great thoroughness those sayings of Jesus 
m which He forbids those whom He had healed to noise abroad 
their cure In the form in which they appear these cannot, he 
argues, be histoncal, for Jesus imposes this prohibition in some 
ra«»c where it is quite meaningless, since the healing had taken 
place in the presence of a multitude. It must therefore be denved 
from the Evangelist. Only when it is recognised as a free creation 
can its meaning be discerned It finds its explanation m the in- 
consistent views regarding miracle which were held side by side in 
the early Church No doubt was felt that Jesus had performed 
miracles, and by these miracles had given evidence of 'H* Drone 
mission On the other hand, by the introduction of the Christian 
principle, the Jewish demand for a sign had been so far limited, 
and the other, the spiritual line of evidence, had become so 
important, or at least so indispensable, that it was no longer possible 
to build on the miracles only, or to regard Jesus merely as 


1 We retain the German phrase, which has naturalised itself in Synoptic oiticuni 

„ tLn ££££ if pn»«7 ^ 
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wonder-worker , so in some way or other the importance ascribed 
to miracle must be reduced In the graphic symbolism of the 
Gospel history this antithesis takes the form that Jesus did miracles 
— there was no getting away from that — but on the other hand 
Himself declared that He did not wish to lay any stress upon such 
acts. As there are times when miracles must hide their light under 
a bushel, Jesus, on occasion, forbids that they should be made 
known. The other Synoptists no longer understood this theory of 
the first Evangelist, and introduced the prohibition in passages 
where it was absurd 

The way in which Jesus makes known His Messiahship is based 
on another theory of the original Evangelist. The order of Mark 
can give us no information regarding the chronology of the life of 
Jesus, since this Gospel is anything rather than a chronicle. We 
cannot even assert that there is a deliberate logic in the way in 
which the sections are connected But there is one fundamental 
principle of arrangement which comes quite dearly to light, viz. 
that it was only at Caesarea Philippi, m the closing period of His 
life, that Jesus made Himself known as the Messiah, and that, 
therefore, He was not previously held to be so either by His 
disciples or by the people This is dearly shown in the answers of 
the disciples when Jesus asked them whom men took Him to be. 
The implied course of events, however, is determined by art, not 
history — as history it would be inconceivable. 

Could there indeed be a more absurd impossibility ? “ Jesus,” 

says Bauer, “must perform these innumerably these astounding 
miracles because, according to the view which the Gospels represent, 
He is the Messiah ; He must perform them in order to prove Him- 
self to be the Messiah — and yet no one recognises Him as the 
Messiah I That is the greatest mirade of all, that the people had 
not long ago recognised the Messiah in this wonder-worker. Jesus 
could only be held to be the Messiah in consequence of doing 
nurades , but He only began to do miracles when, in the faith of 
the early Church, He rose from the dead as Messiah, and the facts 
that He rose as Messiah and that He did mirades, are one and the 
same feet” 


Mark, however, represents a Jesus who does miracles and who 
nevertheless does not thereby reveal Himself to be the Messiah 
He was obliged so to represent Him, because he was consdous that 
Jesus was not recognised and acknowledged as Messiah by the 
people, nor even by His immediate followers, in the unhesitating 
fashion in 1 which those of later times imagined Him to have been 
recognised. Mark’s conception and representation of the matter 
rained back into the past the later devdopments by which there 
2 “ 7 r “°" a ,^ ns , Han community for which Jesus had become 
the Messiah Mark is also influenced by an artistic instinct which 
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leads him to develop the mam interest, the ongm of the faith, 
gradually. It is only after the ministry of Jesus has extended over 
a considerable period, and is, indeed, drawing towards its closer 
that faith arises m the circle of the disciples, and it is only later 
still, when, in the person of the blind man at Jencho, a prototype 
of the great company of believers that was to be has hailed the 
Lord with a Messianic salutation, that, at the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, the faith of the people suddenly ripens and finds 
expression ” 

It is true, this artistic design is completely marred when Jesus 
does miracles which must have made Him known to every child as 
the Messiah We cannot^ therefore, blame Matthew very much if, 
while he retains this plan m its external outlines in a kind of 
mechanical way, he contradicts it somewhat awkwardly by making 
Jesus at an earlier point clearly designate Himself as Messiah and 
many recognise Him as such And the Fourth Evangelist cannot 
be said to be destroying any very wonderful work of art when he 
gives the impression that from the very first any one who wished 
could recognise Jesus as the Messiah 

Mark himself does not keep strictly to his own plan He 
makes Jesus forbid His disciples to make known His Messiahship ; 
how then does the multitude at Jerusalem recognise it bo suddenly, 
after a single miracle which they had not even witnessed, and 
which was m no way different from others which He had done 
before? If that "chance multitude” in Jerusalem was capable 
of such sudden enlightenment it must have fallen from heaven 1 

The following remarks of Bauer, too, are nothing less than 
rfawn ral. The incident at Caesarea Philippi is the central fact 
of the Gospel history, it gives us a fixed point from which to group 
and criticise the other statements of the Gospel At the same 
time it introduces a complication into the plan of the life of Jesus, 
because it necessitates the carrying through of the theory— often 
in the face of the text— that previously Jesus had never been 
regarded as the Messiah , and lays upon us the necessity of showing 
not only how Peter had come to recognise His Messiahship, but 
also how He subsequently became Messiah for the multitude— 
if indeed He ever did become Messiah for them But the very 
fact that it does introduce this complication is in itself a proof 
that in this scene at Caesarea Philippi we have the one ray of 
light which history sheds upon the life of Jesus It is impossible 
to explain how any one could come to reject the simple and nature 
idea that Jesus claimed from the first to be the Messiah, if that 
had been the fact, and accept this complicated reprMentauo” in 
its place The latter, therefore, must be the original version. In 
pointing this out, Bauer gave for the first time the real proof, from 
internal evidence, of the priority of Mark. 
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The difficulty involved in the conception of miracle as a proof 
of the Messiahship of Jesus is another discovery of Bauer’s Only 
here, instead of probing the question to the bottom, he stops half- 
way. How do we know, he should have gone on to ask, that the 
Messiah was expected to appear as an earthly wonder-worker? 
There is nothing to that effect in Jewish writings And do not 
the Gospels themselves prove that any one might do miracles 
without suggesting to a single person the idea that he might be 
the Messiah? Accordingly the only inference to be drawn from 
the Marcan representation is that miracles were not among the 
characteristic marks of the Messiah, and that it was only later, in 
the Christian community, which made Jesus the miracle-worker 
into Jesus the Messiah, that this connexion between miracles and 
Messiahship was established In dealing wnth the question of 
the triumphal entry, too, Bauer halts halfway. Where do we 
read that Jesus was hailed as Messiah upon that occasion ? If 
He had been taken by the people to be the Messiah, the con- 
troversy in Jerusalem must have turned on this personal question ; 
but it did not even touch upon it, and the Sanhedrin never thinks 
of setting up witnesses to Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah When 
once Bauer had exposed the historical and literary impossibility 
of Jesus’ being hailed by the people as Messiah, he ought to have 
gone on to draw the conclusion that Jesus did not, according to 
Mark, make a Messianic entry into Jerusalem. 

•It was, however, a remarkable achievement on Bauer’s part 
to have thus set forth dearly the historical difficulties of the life 
of Jesus One might suppose that between the work of Strauss 
and that of Bauer there lay not five, but fifty years— the critical 
work of a whole generation 


The stereotyped character of the thnce-repeated prediction 
of the passion, which, according to Bauer, betrays a certain poverty 
and feebleness of imagination on the part of the earliest Evangelist, 
shows clearly, he thinks, the unhistoncal character of the utterance 
recorded The fact that the prediction occurs three times, its 
definiteness increasing upon each occasion, proves its literary origin 
It is the same with the transfiguration. The group in which 
the heroic representatives of the Law and the Prophets stand as 
supporters of the Saviour, was modelled by the earliest Evangelist 
In order to place it in the proper light and to give becoming 
splendour to its great subject, he has introduced a number of traits 
taken from the story of Moses 

Bauer pitilessly exposes the difficulties of the journey of Jesus 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, and exults over the peiplexibes of the 
apologists “The theologian,’’ he says, “must not boggle at 
this journey, he must just believe it. He must in faith follow the 
footsteps of his Lord 1 Through the midst of Galilee and Samaria 
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—and at the same time* for Matthew also claims a bearing; through 
Judaea on the farther side of Jordan I I wish him Ben voyage /" 
The eschatological discourses are not history, but are merely 
an expansion of those explanations of the sufferings of the Church 
of which we have had a previous example in the charge to the 
Twelve. An Evangelist who wrote before the destruction of 
Jerusalem would have referred to the Temple, to Jerusalem, and 
to the Jewish people, m a very different way • 

The story of Lazarus deserves special attention. Did not 
Spinoza say that he would break his system m pieces if he could 
be convinced of the reality of this event? This is the decisive 
point for the question of the relation between the Synoptists and 
John Vain are all the efforts of the apologists to explain why 
the Synoptists do not mention this miracle. The reason they 
ignore it is that it originated after their time in the mind of the 
Fourth Evangelist; and they were unacquainted with his Gospel 
And yet it is the most valuable of all, because it shows clearly 
the concentric circles of progressive intensification by which the 
development of the Gospel history proceeds. "The Fourth Gospel," 
remarks Bauer, "represents a dead man as having been restored 
to life after having been four days under the power of death, and 
having consequently become a prey to corruption ; Luke represents 
the young man at Nain as being restored to life when his body 
was being earned to the grave , Mark, the earliest Evangelist, can 
only tell us of the restoration of a dead person who had the 
moment before succumbed to an illness The theologians have 
a great deal to say about the contrast between the canonical and 
the apocryphal writings, but they might have found a similar 
contrast even within the four Gospel if the light had not been so 
directly m their eyes ” , 

The treachery of Judas, as described in the Gospels, is in- 


explicable „„ 

The Lord's Sapper, considered as an hi stone scene, is revolting 
and inconceivable Jesus can no more have instituted it than He 
can have uttered the saying, "Let the dead bury their dead In 
both cases the objectionableness arises from the fact that a tenet 
of die early Church has been cast into the form of an historical 
saying of Jesus A man who was present in person, c “P or «uy 
present, could not entertain the idea of offering others bis flesh 
Ld blood to eat To demand from others that they sboul^ while 
he was actually present, imagine the bread and wme which they 
were eating to be his body and blood, would be for an actual man 
wholly* unpossi bl e It was only when Jesus’ actual bodily presence 
had been removed, and only when the Chmuan commu^y bad 
existed for some time; that such a conception as is 
that formula could haw amen. A point which clearly betrays the 
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later composition of the narrative is that the Lord does not turn 
to the disciples sitting with Him at table and say, “This is my 
blood which is shed for you,” but, since the words were invented 
by the early Church, speaks of the “many” for whom He gives 
Himself The only historical fact is that the Jewish Passover was 
gradually transformed by the Christian community into a feast 
which had reference to Jesus. 

As regards the scene in Gethsemane, Mark, according to Bauer, 
held it necessary that in the moment when the last conflict and 
final catastrophe were coming upon Jesus, He should show clearly 
by His actions that He met this fate of His own free will The 
reality of His choice could only be made clear by showing Him 
first engaged m an inner struggle against the acceptance of His 
vocation, before showing how He freely submitted to His fate 
The last words ascribed to Jesus by Mark, "My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me ? ” were written without thinking of the 
inferences that might be drawn from them, merely with the purpose 
of showing that even to the last moment of His passion Jesus 
fulfilled die rfile of the Messiah, the picture of whose sufferings had 
been revealed to the Psalmist so long beforehand by the Holy Spmt 
It is scarcely necessary now, Bauer thinks, to go' into the 
contradictions in the story of the resurrection, for “ the doughty 
Reimarus, with his thorough-going honesty, has already fully 
exposed diem, and no one has refuted him.” 

The results of Bauer’s analysis may be summed up as follows . 

The Fourth Evangelist has betrayed the secret of the original 
Gospel, namely, that it too can be explained on purely literary 
grounds. Mark has “ loosed us from the theological he ” “ Thanks 
to the kindly fate,” cries Bauer, “ which has preserved to us this 
writing of Mark by which we have been delivered from the web of 
deceit of this hellish pseudo-science i ” 

In order to tear this web of falsehood the cntic and historian 
must, despite his repugnance, once more take up the pretended 
arguments of the theologians m favour of the historicity of the 
Gospel narratives and set them on their feet, only to knock them 
down again i In the end Bauer’s only feeling towards the theo- 
logians was one of contempt "The expression of his contempt” 

he declares, “ is the last weapon which the critic^ after refuting the 
arguments of the theologians, has at his disposal for their discom- 
hture ; it is his right to use it, that puts the finishing touch upon 
r.? a"? points forward to the happy time when the arguments 
ot the theologians shall no more be heard of.” 

These outbreaks of bitterness aie to be explained by the feding 
oi repulsion which German apologetic theology inspired m every 
genuinely honest and thoughtful man by the methods which it 
adopted in opposing Strauss Hence the fiendish joy with which 
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he snatches an ay the crutches of this pseudoscience, hurls them to 
a d/stinco, and mikes merry over its hclplcssnc's A furious hatred, 
a tierce desire to strip the theologians absolutely hare, carried Bauer 
much fartlivr than his critical acumen would bare led him in cold 
blood 


Bauer hated the theologians for still holding .*n st to the 
barbarous conception that .a great man had forced htmsclf into a 
stereotyped .and unspinttral 'yitem, and in that nay had set m 
motion great ideas, whereas he held that that would hate signified 
the death of both the personality and the ideas , but this hatred is 
only the surface symptom or another hatred, uluch goes deeper 
than theology, going down, indeed, to the scry depths of the 
Christian conception of the world Bruno Bauer bates not only the 
theologians, but Christianity, and hates it because it expresses a 
truth in a wrong way. It is a religion which has become petrified 
in a transitional form A religion vlncli ought to have led on to 
the true religion has usurped the place of the true religion, and in 
this petrified form it holds prisoner all the real forces of religion 
Religion is the victory over the world of the self-conscious ego 
It is only when the ego grasps itself in its antithesis to the world as 
a whole, and is no longer content to play the part of a mere " walking 
gentleman” in the world drama, but faces the world with independ- 
ence and resene, that the nccessaiy conditions of universal religion 
arc present. These conditions came into being with the nse of the 
Roman Empire, in which the individual suddenly found himself 
helpless and unarmed in face of a world in which he could no 
longer find free play for his activities, but must stand prepared at 
any moment to be ground to powder by it 

The self conscious ego, recognising this position, found itscH 
faced by the necessity of breaking loose from the world and 
standing alone, in order in this way to overcome the world Victory 
over the world by alienation from the world— these were the ideas 
out of which Christianity was bom But it was not the true victory 
over the world, Christianity remained at the stage of violent 


opposition to the world. , , 

Miracle, to which the Christian religion has always appealed, 
and to which it gives a quite fundamental importance, « me 
appropriate symbol of this false victory over the world Thercare 
some wonderfully deep thoughts scattered through Bauer s cntical 
investigations. “Man’s realisation of his personality, be says, » 
the death of Nature, but in the sense that he can only bring about 
this death by the knowledge of Nature and its laws, that is > 
m from within, being himself essentially the annihilation and 
„JLi,on of Nature. . . Spint honours and recognises the worth 

BtaL, S ojmi » * * “W““ i 10 
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in miracle, for that would be the denial of its inner law, but quietly 
works Us way through the antithesis. In short the death of Nature 
implied in the conscious realisation of personality is the resur- 
rection of Nature in a nobler form, not the maltreatment, mockery, 
and insult to which it would be exposed by miracle ” Not only 
miracle, however, but the portrait of Jesus Christ as drawn in the 
Gospels, is a stereotyping of that false idea of victory over the world. 
The Chnst of the Gospel history, thought of as a really histone figure, 
would be a figure at which humanity would shudder, a figure which 
could only inspire dismay and horror. The historical Jesus, if He 
really existed, can only have been One who reconciled m His own 
consciousness the antithesis which obsessed the Jewish mind, 
namely the separation between God and Man , He cannot in the 
process of removing this antithesis have called into existence a new 
principle of religious division and alienation ; nor can He have 
shown the way of escape, by the principle of inwardness, from the 
bondage of the Law only to impose a new set of legal fetters 

The Chnst of the Gospel history, on the other hand, is Man 
exalted by the religious consciousness to heaven, who, even 
if He comes down to earth to do miracles, to teach, and to 
suffer, is no longer true man. The Son of Man of religion, even 
though His mission be to reconcile, is man as alienated from himself. 
This Chnst of the Gospel history, the ego exalted to heaven and 
become God, overthrew antiquity, and conquered the world in the 
sense that He exhausted it of all its vitality. This magnified ego 
would have fulfilled its histoncal vocation if, by means of the ternble 
disorganisation into which it threw the real spint of mankind, it 
had compelled the latter to come to a knowledge of itself, to become 
self-conscious with a thoroughness and decisiveness which had not 

h° S fi b,e t0 Trat of antiquity It was disastrous 

that the figjire which stood for the first emancipation of the ego 

Jk 31 “carton the human spirit 
was brought about by the encounter of the world-power of Rome 

of toe Old Sa™ epreS Ti b7 G0Speh > under tbe 'nfluence 
ot tne Old Testament, as realised in a single histone Fersonalitv • 

and the strength of the spint of mankind was swallowed uo bv toe 
omnipotence of the pure absolute ego, an Z which was^ahS 
itedf relWt jl nma ™ ty _ The self-consciousness of humanity finds 
itself and toeifore 1 ! 12 G f ° Spek ’ a Self ’ mdeed > ra alienation from 
sensi hslff S ® to qUe , p£ f 0dy of ltself > bBt > a ft« all, m some 
enchained It an riJ. magical charm which attracted mankind and 

Even when the Roman world was no more, and a new world 
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had come into being, the Christ so created did not die. The magic 
of His enchantment became only more terrible, and as new strength 
came flooding into the old world, the time arrived when it was to 
accomplish its greatest work of destruction. Spirit, in its abstrac- 
tion, became a vampire, the destroyer of the world Sap and 
strength, blood and life, it sacked, to the last drop* out of humanity. 
Nature and art, family, nation, state, all were destroyed by it, and 
in the ruins of the fallen world the ego, exhausted by its efforts, 
remained the only surviving power. 

Having made a desert all about it, the ego could not immedi- 
ately create anew, out of the depths of its inner consciousness; 
nature and art, nation and state , the awful process which now went 
on, the only activity of which it was now capable, was the absoipbon 
into itself of all that had hitherto had life m the world. The ego 
was now everything; and yet it was a void It had become the 
universal power, and yet as it brooded over the nuns of the world 
it was filled with horror at itself and with despair at aO that it had 
lost The ego which had devoured all things and was still a void 
now shuddered at itself 

Under the oppression of this awful power the education of 
mankind has been going on; under this gnm task-master it has 
been preparing for true freedom, pTepanng to rouse itself from the 
depths of its distress, to escape from its opposition to itself and 
cast out that alien ego which is wasting its substance. Odysseus 
has now returned to bis home, not by favour of the gods, not laid on 
the shore in sleep, but awake, by his own thought and his own 
strength Perchance, as of yore, he will have need to fight with 
the suitors who have devoured his substance and sought to rob 
him of all he holds most dear Odysseus must string the bow 
once more. 

The baleful charm of the self-alienated ego is broken the moment 
any one proves to the religious sense of mankind that the Jesus 
Christ of the Gospels is its creation and ceases to exist as soon as 
this is recognised. The formation of the Church and the arising 
of the idea that the Jesus of the Gospels is the Messiah are not 
two different things, they are one and the same thing, they coincide 
and synchronise , but the idea was only the imaginative conception 
of the Church, the first movement of its life, the religious expression 


of its experience , . . , 

The q uestio n which has so much exercised the minds ot men— 
whether Jesus was the histone Chnst ( = Messiah)— is answered 
in the sense that eveiy thing that the histoncal Chnst is, .every- 
thing that is said of Him, everything that is known of Him, belongs 
to the world of imagination, that is, of the Wanon of toe 
Christian community, and therefore has nothing to do with any 
man who belongs to the real world. 
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The world is now free, and ripe for a higher religion in which 
the ego will overcome nature, not by self- alienation, but by 
penetrating it and ennobling it. To the theologian we may fling 
as a gift the shreds of his former science, when we have tom it to 
pieces; that will be something to occupy himself with, that time 
may not hang heavy upon his hands in the new world whose 
advent is steadily drawing nearer. 

Thus the task which Bauer had set himself at the beginning of 
his criticism of the Gospel history, turned, before he had finished, 
mto something different When he began, he thought to save the 
honour of Jesus and to restore His Person from the state of 
inanition to which the apologists had reduced it, and hoped by 
furnishing a proof that the histoncal Jesus could not have been the 
Jesus Christ of the Gospels, to bnng Him into a living relation 
with history This task, however, was given up in favour of the 
larger one of freeing the world from the domination of the Judaeo- 
Roman idol, Jesus the Messiah, and in carrying out this endeavour 
the thesis that Jesus Christ is a product of the imagination of the 
early Church is formulated m such a way that the existence of a 
histone Jesus becomes problematical, or, at any rate, quite 
in different. 

At the end of his study of the Gospels, Bauer is inclined to 
make the decision of the question whether there ever was a 
historic Jesus depend on the result of a further investigation which 
he proposed to make into the Pauline Epistles. It was not until 
ten years later (1850-1851) that he accomplished this task, 1 and 
applied the result m his new edition of the “Criticism of the 
Gospel History."* The result is negative: there never was any 
histoncal Jesus. While cnticising the four great Pauline Epistles, 
which the Tubingen school fondly imagined to be beyond the reach 
of criticism, Bauer shows, however, his inability to lay a positive 
historic foundation for his view of the origin of Christianity. The 
transference of the Epistles to the second century is effected m 
so arbitrary a fashion that it refutes itself. However, this work 
professes to be only a preliminary study for a larger one in which 
the new theory was to be fully worked out. This did not appear 
until 1877, it was entitled "Christ and the Caesars, How 
ChtiBbamty onginated from Graeco-Roman Civilisation ” 8 The 
historical basis for his theory, which he here offers, is even more 
unsatisfactory than that suggested in the preliminary work on the 
Pauline Epistle. There is no longer any pretence of following 

* Kntik dcr Pauimuckai Bruft (Criticism of the Pauline Epistles. 1 Berlin. 
1850-1852 ' 

1 Krthk der Bvangelun vri GathuHe thrts Unfrunp (Criticism of the 
Gospels and History of their Origin ) 2 sols . Berlin, 1850-1851. 

Ckrittm urd die CStartn. Otr Ursprwtg da Chrutenturu out dm rSmuehtn 
CruJurtum Berlin, 1877. 
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an historical method, the whole tiling works ont into an imaginaiy 
picture of the life of Seneca Nero’s tutor had, Bauer Himint, 
already in his inmost consciousness fully attained to inner 
opposition to the world. There are expressions in his works 
winch, m their mystical emancipation from the world, prelude the 
utterances of Paul The same thoughts, since they belong not to 
Seneca only, but to his time, are found also in the works of the 
three poets of the Neronian period, Persius, Lucan, and Petromus 
Though they had but a feeble breath of the divine afflatus they are 
interesting witnesses to the spiritual condition of the time. They, 
too, contributed to the making of Christianity. 

But Seneca, in spite of his inner alienation from the world, 
remained in active relations with the world He desired to found 
a kingdom of virtue upon earth. At the courts of Claudius and 
Nero he used the arts of intrigue to further his ends, and even 


quietly approved deeds of violence which he thought likely to serve 
bis cause Finally, he grasped at the supreme power, and paid 
the supreme penalty Stoicism had made an attempt to reform 
the world, and had failed. The great thinkers began to despair 
of exercising any influence upon history, the Senate was powerless, 
all public bodies were deprived of their rights. Then a spmt of 
resignation came over the world The alienation from the world, 
which in Seneca had still been only half serious, was come m 
The time of Nero and Domiban was a great epoch in 
that hidden spiritual history which goes silently forward side by 
side with the noisy outward history of the world When Stoicism, 
m this development, had been deepened by the introduction of 
neo-Platonic ideas, it was on its way to become the Gospel 

But by itself it would not have given birth to that new thing. 
It attached itself as a formative principle to Judaism, which was 
then just breaking loose from the limitations of nationality. 
points to Josephus as a type of this new Roman Judaism. This 
“neo-Roman” hved in the conviction that bis God, who tarn 
withdrawn from His Temple, would take possession of the world, 
and make the Roman Empire submit to His law. Josephus 
realised m his life that for which the way had been spiritually 
prepared by Philo The latter did not merely eflect a fusion or 
Jewish ideas with Greek speculations; he took advantage of the 
universal dominion established by the Romans to found upon it 
his spiritual world. Bauer had already pictured him m tins i r6ie 
in his work "Philo, Strauss, and Renan, and Prumtive Chnsham^ 
Thus was the new religion formed, pe spint of it ca 
from the west, the outward frame was furnished by Judaism The 
new movement had two foci, Rome and Alexandria Philos 
"Therapeutae’’ were real people; they were the fo«nmne« 
Christianity Under Trajan the new religion began to be known. 
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Pliny’s letter asking for instructions as to how to deal with the 
new movement is its certificate of birth — the original form of the 
letter; it must be understood, not the present form, which has 
undeigone editing at the hands of Christians 

The literary process by which the origin of the movement was 
thrown back to an earlier date in history lasted about fifty years. 

When this latest work of Bauer’s appeared he had long been 
regarded by theologians as an extinct force , nay, more, had been 
forgotten. And he had not even kept his promise. He had not 
succeeded m showing what that higher form of victory over the 
world was, which he declared superior to Christianity; and lr 
place of the personality of Jesus he had finally set up a hybrid 
thing, laboriously compounded out of two personalities of so little 
substance as those of Seneca and Josephus That was the end of 
his great undertaking 

But it was a mistake to bury, along with the Bauer of the 
second period, also die Bauer of the first period, the critic — for the 
latter was not dead. It was, indeed, nothing less than a misfortune 
that Strauss and Bauer appeared within so short a time of one 
another. Bauer passed practically unnoticed, because every one 
was preoccupied with Strauss Another unfortunate thing was 
that Bauer overthrew with his powerful criticism the hypothesis 
which attributed real historical value to Marie, so that it lay for a 
long time disregarded, and there ensued a barren period of twenty 
years in the critical study of the Life of Jesus. 

The only cntic with whom Bauer can be compared is Reimarus 
Each exercised a terrifying and disabling influence upon his time 
No one else had been so keenly conscious as they of die extreme 
complexity of the problem offered by the life of Jesus In view of 
this complexity they found themselves compelled to seek a solution 
outside the confines of verifiable history Reimarus, by finding 
the basis of the story of Jesus m a deliberate imposture on the part 
of the disciples ; Bauer, by postulating an original Evangelist who 
invented the history. On this ground it was just that they should 
lose their case, But in dismissing the solutions which they offered, 
their contemporaries also dismissed the problems which had 
necessitated such solutions, they dismissed them because they 
were as httle able to grasp as to remove these difficulties 

But the time is past for pronouncing judgment upon Lives of 
Christ on the ground of the solutions which they offer. For us the 
great men are not those who solved the problems, but those who 
discovered them Bauer’s " Criticism of the Gospel History ” is 
worth a good dozen Lives of Jesus, because bis work, as we are 
only now coming to recognise, after half a century, is the ablest 
and most complete collection of the difficulties of the Life of Jesus 
which is an> where to be found 
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Unfortunately, by the independent, the too loftily independent 
■Ray in which he developed his ideas, he destroyed the possibility 
of their influencing contemporary theology. The shaft which he 
had driven into the mountain broke down behind him, so that it 
needed the work of a whole generation to lay bare once more the 
veins of ore which he had struck. His contemporaries could not 
suspect that the abnormality of his solutions wa« due to the 
intensity with ninth he grasped the problems as problems, and 
that he had become blind to history by examining it too micro- 
scopically. Thus for his contemporaries he was a mere ccccntnc 
But his eccentricity concealed a penetrating insight No one 
else had as yet grasped with the same completeness the idea that 
primitive Christianity and early Christianity were not merely the 
direct outcome of the preaching of Jesus, not merely a teaching 
put into practice^ but more, much more, since to the experience 
of which Jesus was the subject there allied itself the experience of 
the world soul at a time when its body — humanity under the 
Roman Empire — lay in the throes of death Since Paul, no one 
had apprehended so powerfully the mystic idea of the super- 
sensible crS/in Xpumv Bauer transferred it to the historical plane 
and found the "body of Christ " in the Roman Empire. 
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Charles Christina Hennell Uatersuchimgen liber den Ursprung des Chnstentums 
(An Inquiry concerning the Origin of Christianity ) 1840 With a preface by 
David Friedrich Strauss English edition, 1838 

Wichtige EntUUlungen uber die wirkliche Todessut Jesn Nach einem alien zn 
Alexandria gefundenen Manusknpte von einem Zeitgenossen Jesn aus dem 
hcdigen Orden der Essaer. (Important Disclosures concerning the Manner of 
]esus' Death From an ancient MS found at Alexandria, written by a con- 
temporary of Jesus belonging to the sacred Order of the Esscnes ) 1849 5th 
ed , Leipzig (Anonymous ) 

Histonsche EntmUlungen fiber die wuldichen Emgiusse der Geburt und Jugend Jesu 
Als Fortsetzung der m Alexandria aufgefhndeneo alien Urhunden aus dem 
Essdemrden (Historical Disclosures concerning the real circumstances of the 
Birth and Youth of Jesus A Continuation of the ancient Essene MS discovered 
at Alexandria.) 1849 and ed , Leipzig 

August Friedrich Gfzorer Kntische Geschichte des Urchnstentams (Critical 
History of Primitive Christianity ) 

Vol 1 1st ed , 1831 . and, 183s Part 1 543 pp , Part u 406 pp 
Vdl n 1838 Part 1 45a pp , Part u 4x7 pp 

Richard van der Aim. (Pseudonym of Fnednoh "Wilhelm Ghdlany ) Theo- 
logische Bnefe an die Gebddeten der deutschea Natron, 1863 (Theological 
Letters to the Cultured Classes of the German People, 1863 ) Vol 1 oaq pp , 
Vol u 656 pp , Vob m 80a pp 

Ludwig Noack Die Geschichte Jesu auf Grand fteter geschichthcher Unter- 
snchungen uber das Evangehum und die Evangehen (The History of Jesus on 
the Basis of a free Historical Inquiry regarding the Gospel and the Gospels ) 
and ed , 1876, Mannheim Book 1 aji pp , Book 11 187 pp , Book m. 
386 pp , Book tv. a8£ pp 


Strauss can hardly be said to have done himself honour by con- 
tributing a preface to the translation of Hennell’s work, which is 
nothing more than Ventunm’s “ Non-mwaculous History of the 
Great Prophet of Naaareth” tricked out with a fantastic para- 
phernalia of learning 1 

The two senes of “Important Disclosures ” also are really 
conveyed with no particular ability from that classic romance of 

1 Hennell, a London merchmt, withdrew himseJf from hi3 business pursuits for two 
yrarein ord« to tnM.ethe preparatoty studies for this Life of Jesus [He is best 
E ^' v hOV, “ greatly interested and influenced by 
It , T ® category as Hennell's work belong the 

II oklgtfrttfte DanUliung da Libau Jau (An Account of the Life of Jesus based on 

l6l if 
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the Life of Jesus, but that did not prevent their making something 
of a sensation at the time when they appeared 1 Jesus, accord- 
ing to his narrative, was the son of a member of the Essene Order 
The child was watched over by the Order and prepared for His 
future mission He entered on His public ministry as a tool of the 
Essenes, who after the crucifixion took Him down from the cross 
and resuscitated Him 

These "Disclosures " only preserve the more external features 
ofVentunni’s representation His Life of Jesus had been more 
than a mere romance, it had been an imaginative solution of 
problems which he had intuitively perceived It may be regarded 
as the Forerunner of rationalistic criticism. The problems which 
Ventunni had intuitively perceived were not solved either by 
the rationalists, or by Strauss, or by Weisse These writers 
had not succeeded m providing that of which Ventunni had 
dreamed— a living purposeful connexion between the events of the 
life of Jesus — or m explaining His Person and Work as having a 
relation, either positive or negative, to the circumstances of Late 
Judaism Ventunm’s plan, however fantastic connects the life of 
Jesus with Jewish history and contemporary thought much more 
closely than any other Life of Jesus, for that connexion is of course 
vital to the plot of the romance In Weisse's “Gospel History” 
criticism had deliberately renounced the attempt to explain Jesus 
directly from Judaism, finding itself unable to establish any con- 
nexion between His teachings and contemporary Jewish ideas 
The way was therefore once more open to the imagination 
Accordingly several imaginative Lives preluded a new era in the study 
of the subject, m so far as they endeavoured to understand Jesus on 
the basis of purely Jewish ideas, in some cases as affirming these, 
m others as opposing them in favour of a more spiritual conception. 
In Gfrorer, Richard von der Aim, and Noack, begins the skirmishing 
preparatory to the future battle over eschatology.® 

the closest Esatmnntion) of the HmtMtag nmth«n a t.c,an, KM von Lanptforf 

“TtSSEi 

plagiarism from Ventunni He mentions them in connexion wlb , 

SwcrypfcU hypotheses attached themselves - This is quite inaccurate Thejwonr 
!SP2nU(>mist of Ventunni had nothing to do with Bauer, and had probably not 

road a fie of his uork Ventunm, ^ Fr”ewS-ilvntor. 

s One of the most ingenious oflh^oUowas of Ventunni wastnerremmj^ 

feism^ticism pjfatrtwfe* 
staousuess upon the cross He was s uccoured by jowp nmonff the Essetw*. 

Mosaism as destined to he <h .mm* 

rival of Christianity. 
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August Friedrich Gfrorer, bora in 1803 at Calw, was "Repetent ” 
at the Tubingen theological seminary at the time when Strauss was 
studying there After being curate at the principal church m 
Stuttgart for a year he gave up, in 1830, the clerical profession in 
order to devote himself wholly to his clerical studies 

By that time he had abandoned Christianity. In the preface to 
the first edition of the first volume of his work, he describes 
Christianity as a system which now only maintains itself by the 
force of custom, after having commended itself to antiquity u by the 
hope of the mystic Kingdom of the future world and having ruled the 
middle ages by the fear of the same future." By enunciating this 
view he has made an end, he thinks, of all high-flying Hegelian 
ideas, and being thus freed from all speculative prejudices he feels 
himself in a position to approach his task from a purely historical 
standpoint, with a view to showing how much of Christianity is the 
creation of one exceptional Personality, and how much belongs to 
the tune in which it arose In the first volume he describes how 
the transformation of Jewish theology in Alexandria reacted upon 
Palestinian theology, and how it came to its dunax m Philo. The 
great Alexandnan anticipated, according to Gfrorer, the ideas of 
PauL His “Therapeutae” are identical with the Essenes At the 
same period Judaea was kept in a ferment by a senes of nmng^ to 
all of which the incentive was found in Messianic expectations 
Then Jesus appeared The three points to be investigated in 
His history are- what end He had in view, why He died; and 
what modifications His work underwent at the hands of the 
Apostles 


The Becond volume, entitled "The Sacred Legend,” does not, 
however, carry out this plan. The works of Strauss and Weisse 
necessitated a new method of treatment The fame of Strauss’s 
achievement stirred Gfrorer to emulation, and Weisse, with his 
priority of Mark and rejection of John, must be refuted. The 
work is therefore almost a polemic against Weisse for his "want of 
histone sense," and ends in setting up views which had not entered 
into Gfirorer’s mind at the tune when he wrote his first volume 
Th ® statements of Papias regarding the Synoptists, which Weisse 
followed, are not deserving of credence For a whole generation 
and more the tradition about Jesus had passed from mouth to 
mourn, and it had absorbed much that was legendary T.»ir» ^ 

j “P’T 3 ' 3 hu preface shows— who checked that process, and 
undertook to separate what was genuine from what was not He 
016 most trustworthy of the Evangelists, for he keeps closely to 
his sources and adds nothing of his own, m contrast with Matthew 

mnttJof d ‘' lt ^’ r used sources of less value and invented 

matter of his own, which Gfrorer finds especially m the story of the 
passion m this Gospel The lateness of Matthew is also^cvident 
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from his tendency to cany over the Old Testament into the New 
In Luke, on the other hand, the sources arc so conscientious!) treated 
that Gfrorcr finds no difficult) in analjsmg the narrative into its 
component parts, especially as he alw.t)s has a purr-1) instinctive 
feeling " whenever a different wind begins to blow.” 

Both Gospels, however, were written long after the destruction 
of the holy at), since the) do not draw their material from the 
Jerusalem tradition, but " from the Christian legends which had 
grown up in the neighbourhood of the Sea of Tiberias,” and in 
consequence “mistakenly transferred the scene of Jesus' imnistr) to 
Galilee ” For this reason it is not surprising “that even down into 
the second century man) Christians had doubts about the truth of 
the S) implies and aentured to express their doubts 11 Such doub’s 
onl) ceased when the Church became firml) established and began 
to use its authont) to suppress the objections of individuals. Mark 
is the earliest witness to doubts within the primitive Christian 


communit) regarding the crcdibiht) of his predecessors Luke and 
Matthew are for him not }ct sacred books, he desires to reconcile 
their inconsistencies, and at the same time to produce " a Gospel 
composed of materials of which the authcnticit) could be maintained 
even against the doub’ers " For this reason he omiis most of the 
discourses, ignores the birth story, and of the miracles retains onl) 
those which were most dee pi) embedded in the tradition His 
Gospel was probabi) produced between no and no. The “non- 
genuine" conclusion was a later addition, but b> the Evangelist 
himself Thus Mark proves that the S>noptists contain legend 
ar> matter even though the) are separated from the events 
which the) relate only by a generation .and a half, or at mo s’ two 
generations. To sho.v that there is nothing strange in this, Gfrorcr 
gives a tong catalogue of miracles found in historians who were 
contemporaries of the events which the) describe, and in some cr3» 
were concerned in them— in this connexion Cortes affords him a 
nch storehouse of material On the other hand, all otyeriions 
against the genuineness of the Fourth Gospel collapse miserabi) it 
is true that, hie the others, it offers no historical!) accurate report 
of the discourses of Jesus It pictures Him as the I/«gO' Christ ana 
makes Him ‘peak in this character, which Jesus rcrtaml) d.rt no. 
do Inadvertently the author makes John the IJaptirt 'peak in the 
same way That tines not matter, ho. sever, for the bi-mcal con- 
ditions are r.jMJ) reprerenred, n f Vl). bco.-e Jrnpl-i was «L* 
-cent of the create' part or the mn-'tr), and ».e five Jo - s r 
mwac* s arc to be ret tr.ed 'I he heal np of the r obV. ' - 
that of the hr.-e man at ti e pool of Let, - *». vri that of t! e ■ 
tAnd from birth happ.nH just as « ,=> are to'ik IV - 

at Cana revs on a ni'mderva-tW. f* 1 ' n ' r ; r , , 
Jesus pro.-ded was real') the redding f. ft v l»eh ,Ic U ' 1 ,f, ‘ ’ ' 
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with Him In the raising of Lazarus a real case of apparent death 
is combined with a polemical exaggeration of it, the restoration to 
life becoming, in the course of controversy with the Jews, an actual 
resurrection Having thus won free, dragging John along with him, 
from the toils of the Hegelian denial of miracle — only, it is true, by 
the aid of Venturmi — and being prepared to explain the feeding 
of the multitude on the most commonplace rationalistic lines, he 
may well boast that he has “driven the doubt concerning the 
Fourth Gospel into a very small comer." 

"The miserable era of negation,” cnes Gfrorer, "is now at an 
end ; affirmation begins. We are ascendmg the eastern mountains 
from which the pure airs of heaven breathe npon the spirit. Our 
guide shall be historical mathematics, a science which is as yet 
known to few, and has not been applied by any one to the New 
Testament.” This “mathematic” of Gfrorer's consists in develop- 
ing his whole argument out of a single postulate. Let it be granted 
to him that all other claimants of the Messiahship — Gfrorer, in 
defiance of the evidence of Josephus, makes ail the leaders of 
revolt in Palestine claimants of the Messiahship — were put to death 
by the Romans, whereas Jesus was crucified by His own people * 
it follows that the Messiahship of Jesus was not political, but 
spiritual He had declared Himself to be in a certain sense the 
longed-for Messiah, but in another sense He was not so. His 
preaching moved in the sphere of Philoman ideas ; although He 
did not as yet explicitly apply the Logos doctnne, it was implicit in 
His thought, so that the discourses of the Fourth Gospel have an 
essential truth. All Messianic conceptions, the Kingdom of God, 
the judgment, the future world, are sublimated into the spiritual 
region. The resurrection of the dead becomes a present eternal 
life. The saying m John v. 34, “He that heaxeth my word, and 
beheveth on Him that sent me, hath eternal life and cometh not 
into judgment; but is passed from death into life,” is hte only 
authentic part of that discourse. The reference which follows to 
the coming judgment and the resurrection of the dead is a Jewish 
interpolation. Jesus did not believe that He Himself was to nse 
from the dead. Nevertheless, the "resurrection” is histone , Joseph 
of Anmathea, a member of the Essene Order, whose tool Jesus 
unconsciously was, had bnbed the Romans to make the crucifixion 
of Jesus only a pretence, and to crucify two others with Hun in 
order to distract attention from Him After He was taken down 
from the cross, Joseph removed Him to a tomb of his own which 
had been hewn out for the purpose in the neighbourhood of the 
cross, and succeeded in resuscitating Him. The Christian Church 
grew out of the Essene Order by giving a further development 
to its ideas, and it is impossible to explain the organisation of the 
Church without taking account of the regulations of the Order 
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The work closes with a rhapsody on the Church and its develop- 
ment into the Papal system. 

Gfrorer thus works into Venturim’s plan a quantity of material 
drawn from Philo His first volume would have led one to expect 
a more original and scientific result But the author is one o( 
those “ epileptics of criticism ” for whom criticism is not a natural 
and healthy means of arriving at a result but who, m consequence 
of the fits of criticism to which they are subject and which they 
even endeavour to intensify, fall into a condition of exhaustion, in 
which the need for some fixed point becomes so imperative that 
they create it for themselves by self-suggestion — as they previously 
did their criticism — and then flatter themselves that they have 
really found it 

This need for a fixed point earned the former rival of Strauss 
into Catholicism, for which his “ General Histoiy of the Church " 
(1841-1846) already shows a strong admiration. After the appear- 
ance of this work Gfrorer became Professor of History in the 
University of Freiburg In 1848 he was active m the German Par- 
liament in endeavouring to promote a reunion of the Protestants 
with the Catholics In 1853 he went over to the Roman Church. 
His family had already gone over, at Strassburg, during the re- 
volutionary period In the conflict of the church with the Baden 
Government he vehemently supported the claimB of the Pope He 
died in x86i. 


Incomparably better and more thorough is the attempt to 
write a Life of Jesus embodied in the “Theological Letters to the 
Cultured Classes of the German Nation." Their writer takes 
Gfrorer’s studies as his starting-point, but instead of spiritualising 
unjustifiably he ventures to conceive the Jewish world of thought 
in which Jesus lived in its simple realism He was the first to 
place the eschatology recognised by Strauss and Reimarus in an 
historical setting — that of Ventunni’s plan — and to wnte a Life of 
Jesus entirely governed by the idea of eschatology 

The author, Friedrich Wilhelm Gbillany, was born in 1807 at 
Erlangen His first studies were in theology His rationalistic 
views, however, compelled him to abandon the clerical profession 
He became librarian at Nuremberg in 1841 and engaged in con- 
troversial writing of an anti-orthodox character, but distingu^hed 
himself also by historical work of outstanding merit A year aft 
the publication of the “Theological Lettera," wb>chhe wsued under 
the pseudonym of Richard von der Aim, he published a collection 
of “The Opinions of Heathen and Christian Writers of the first 
Christian Cemunes about Jesus Cbnst" '<MA* «* £ ££5 
evidence of a remarkable range of reading In »855 be remov 
to Munich in the hope of obtaining a post » the diplomatic 
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service, but in spite of his solid acquirements he did not succeed. 
No one would venture to appoint a man of such outspoken anti- 
ecdesiastical views He died in 1876 

As regards the question of the sources, Ghillany occupies very 
nearly the Tubingen standpoint, except that he holds Matthew to 
be later than Luke, and Mark to be extracted, not from these 
Gospels m their present form, but from their sources. John is not 
authentic. 

The worship offered to Jesus after His death by the Christian 
community is, according to Ghillany, not derived from pure 
Judaism, but from a Judaism influenced by oriental religions 
The influence of the cult of Mithra, for example, is unmistakable 
In it, as in Christianity, we find the virgin-birth, the star, the wise 
men, the cross, and the resurrection. Were it not for the human 
samfirn of the Mithra cult, the idea which is operative m the 
Supper, of eating and drinking the flesh and blood of the Son 
of Man, would be inexplicable. 

The whole Eastern world was at that tune impregnated with 
Gnostic ideas, which centred in the revelation of the Divine in the 
human In this way there arose, for example, a Samaritan Gnosis, 
independent of the Christian Christianity itself is a species of 
Gnosis. In any case the metaphysical conception of the Divine 
Sonship of Jesus is of secondary origin. If He was m any sense 
the Son of God for the disciples, they can only have thought of 
this sonship in a Gnostic fashion, and supposed that the “highest 
angel,” the Son of God, had taken up His abode m Him. 

John the Baptist had probably come forth from among the 
Essenes, and he preached a spiritualised Kingdom of Heaven. 
He held himself to be Elias. Jesus’ aims were originally similar , 
He came forward “in the cause of sound religious teaching for the 
people.” He made no claim to Davidic descent; that is to be 
credited to dogmatic theology Similarly Papias is wrong m 
ascribing to Jesus the crude eschatological expectations impbed in 
the saying about the miraculous vine m the Messianic Kingdom. 

It is certain, however, that Jesus held Himself to be Messiah 
and expected the early coming of the Kingdom His teaching is 
Rabbinic, all His ideas have their source in contemporaiy 
Judaism, whose world of thought we can reconstruct from the 
Rabbinic writings , for even if these only became fixed at a later 
period, the thoughts on which they are based were already current 
in the time of Jesus Another source of great importance is 
Justin's " Dialogue with the Jew Trypho " 

The starting-point m interpreting the teaching of Jesus is the 
idea of repentance In the tractate “Sanhedrin” we find: “The 
set time of the Messiah is already here ; His coming depends now 
upon repentance and good works. Rabbi Eleazer says, ‘When the 
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Jews repent they shall be redeemed ' " The Targum of Jonathan 
observes, on Zech x 3, 4, 1 “The Messiah is already bom, but 
remains in concealment because of the sms of the Hebrews ” We 
find the same thoughts put into the mouth of Trypho in Justin 
In the same Targum of Jonathan, Isa hn. is interpreted with 
reference to the sufferings of the Messiah Judaism, therefor^ was 
not unacquainted with the idea of a suffering Messiah He was 
not identified, however, with the heavenly Messiah of Darnel The 
Rabbis distinguished two Messiahs, one of Israel and one of Judah 
First the Messiah of the Kingdom of Israel, denominated the Son 
of Joseph, was to come from Galilee to suffer death at the hands 
of the Gentiles in order to make atonement for the sins of the 
Hebrew nation, Only after that would the Messiah predicted by 
Darnel, the son of David, of the tnbe of Judah, appear m glory 
upon the clouds of heaven Finally, He also, after two-and-saty 
weeks of years, should be taken away, since the Messianic Kingdom, 
even as conceived by Paul, was only a temporary supernatural con- 
dition of the world 

The Messianic expectation, being directed to supernatural 
events, had no political character, and one who knew Himself to 
be the Messiah could never dream of using earthly means for the 
attainment of His ends , He would expect all things to be brought 
about by the Divine intervention In this respect Gbillany grasps 
clearly the character of the eschatology of Jesus— more dearly 
than any one had ever done before. 

The rfile of the Messiah, who prior to His supernatural mani- 
festation remains m concealment upon earth, is therefore passive. 
He who is conscious of a Messianic vocation does not seek to 
found a Kingdom among men He waits with confidence He 
issues forth from His passivity with the sole purpose of making 
atonement, by vicarious suffering, for the sms of the people, in 
order that it may be possible for God to bring about the new con- 
dition of things If, in spite of the repentance of the people and 
the occurrence of the signs which pointed to its being at hand, 
the coming of the Kingdom should be delayed, the man who is 
conscious of a Messianic vocation must, by His death, compel the 
intervention of God His vocation in this world is to die 

Brought within the lines of these reflections the Life of Jesus 

shapes itself as follows , ... 

Jesus was the tool of a mystical sect allied to the Essenes, the 
head of which was doubtless that Joseph of Anmathea who make 
so sudden and sinking an appearance m the 
This party desired to bring about the coming of Km^oni 
Heaven by mystical means, whereas the mass of the 
2 Sy by the Pharisees, thought to force on its coming by means 

i The reference should be Micah i* 8 — F & B 
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of a rising In the preacher of a spiritual Kingdom of Heaven, 
who was resolved to go to death for His cause, the mystical party 
discovered Messiah the son of Joseph, and they recognised that 
His death was necessary to make possible the coming of the 
heavenly Mesiah predicted by Daniel. That Jesus Himself was 
the Messiah of Daniel, that He would immediately rise again in 
order to ascend to His heavenly throne, and would come thence 
with the hosts of heaven to establish the Kingdom of Heaven, 
these people did not themselves believe. But they encouraged Him 
in this belief, thinking that he would hardly commit Himself to a 
sacrificial death from which there was to be no resurrection It was 
left uncertain to His mind whether Jehovah would be content with 
the repentance of the people, in so far as it had taken places as 
realising the necessary condition for the bringing m of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, or whether an atonement by blood, offered by the death 
of Messiah the son of Joseph, would be needful It had been ex- 
plained to Him that when the calculated year of grace arrived. He 
must go up to Jerusalem and endeavour to rouse the Jews to 
Messianic enthusiasm m order to compel Jehovah to come to their 
aid with His heavenly hosts From the action of Jehovah it could 
then be discovered whether the preaching of repentance and 
baptism would suffice to make atonement for the people before 
God or not If Jehovah did not appear, a deeper atonement must 
be made, Jesus must pay the penalty of death for the sms of the 
Jews, but on the third day would rise again from the dead and 
ascend to the throne of God and come again thence to found the 
Kingdom of Heaven “Any one can see,” concludes Ghillany, 
“that our view affords a very natural explanation of the anxiety 
of the disciples, the suspense of Jesus Himself, and the prayer, 
* If it be possible let this cup pass from me.' ” 

“It was apparently only towards the close of His life that 
Jesus revealed to the disciples the possibility that the Son of Man 
might have to suffer and die before He could found the Messianic 
Kingdom ” 

With this possibility before Him, He came to Jerusalem and 
there awaited the Divine intervention Meanwhile Joseph of 
Arimathea lent his aid towards securing His condemnation in the 
Sanhedrin He must die on the day of the Passover j on the day 
of the Preparation He must be at hand and ready in Jerusalem 
He held, with His disciples, a love-feast after the Essene custom, 
not a Paschal meal, and in doing so associated thoughts of His 
death with the breaking of bread and the pouring out of the wine. 
“He did not lay upon His disciples any injunction to continue 
the celebration of a feast of this kind until the time of His return, 
because He thought of His resurrection and His heavenly glory as 
about to take place after three days But when His return was 
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delayed the early Christians attached these sayings of His about 
the bread and vine to their Essene love-feast, and explained this 
common meal of the community os a commemoration of the Last 
Supper of Jesus and His disciples, a memorial Feast in honour of 
their Saviour, the celebration of which must be continued until 
His coming ” 

When the armed band come to arrest Him, Jesus surrendered 
to His fate Pilate almost set Him free, holding Him to be a 
mere enthusiast who placed His hopes only in the Divine inter- 
vention. Joseph of Anmatbeo, however, succeeded in averting 
this danger. “Even on the cross Jesus seems to have continued 
to hope for the Divine intervention, as is evidenced by the ciy, 
‘My God 1 My God 1 why hast thou forsaken me?"' Joseph of 
Arimathea provided for His bunal 

The belief in His resurrection rests upon the visions of the 
disciples, which are to be explained by their intense desire for the 
Parousia, of which He had given them the promise After setting 
their affairs in order in Galilee they returned at the Feast of 
Pentecost to Jerusalem, which they bad left in alarm, in order 
there to await the Parousia m company with other Gahlaean 


believers 

The confession of faith of tut primitive Christian community 
was the simplest conceivable Jesus the Messiah had come, not 
as a temporal conqueror, but as the Son of Man foretold by Daniel, 
and had died for the sins of the people. In other respects they 
were strict Jews, kept the Law, and were constantly in the Temple 
Only the community of goods and the brotherhood-meal are ot 


an Essene character. 

“The Christianity of the original community in Jerusalem was 
thus a mixture of ZealoUsm and Mysticism which did not include 
any wholly new element, and even in its conception of me 
Messiah had nothing peculiar to itself except the belief that 
Son of Man predicted by Daniel had already come m the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth . . that He was now enthr oned at the 
right hand of God, and would again appear as the expected Son 
of Man upon the clouds of heaven according to Daniel s P r0 P^- 
Tesus, therefore, had triumphed over the mystical party who desired 
to make use of Him m the character of Messiah the son of Joseph 
their Messiah, the heavenly Son of Man, had not come. J es “®> 
iSE, tffft He bed don* bed ttkn Ha piece both » hceea, 

“ d I?„r™cC of Venninnrt plan a too 

coU« 

tnckeiy, along with the stage-play tesurrection, have bee p rg 
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away in the fires of Strauss’s criticism. There remains only a 
fundamental conception which has a certain greatness — a brother- 
hood which looks for the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven 
appoints one of its members to undergo as Messiah an atoning 
death, that the coming of the Kingdom, for which the time is 
at hand, may not be delayed. This brotherhood is the only 
fictitious element in the whole construction — much as in the 
primitive steam-engine the valves were still worked by hand while 
the rest of the machinery was actuated by its own motive-power 
So m this Life of Jesus the motive-power is drawn entirely from 
historical sources, and the want of an automatic starting arrange- 
ment is a mere anachronism Strike out the superfluous rfile of 
Joseph of Anmathea, and the distinction of the two Messiahs, 
which is not dear even in the Rabbis, and substitute the simple 
hypothesis that Jesus, m the course of His Messianic vocation, 
when He thinks the time for the coming of the Kingdom has 
arrived, goes freely to Jerusalem, and, as it were, compels the 
secular power to put Him to death, in order by this act of atone- 
ment to win for the world the immediate coming of the Kingdom, 
and for Himself the glory of the Son of Man — make these changes, 
and you have a life of Jesus in which the motive-power is a purely 
historical force. It is impossible to indicate briefly all the parts 
of which the seemingly complicated, but in reality impressively 
sunpl^ mechanism of this Life of Jesus is composed. The conduct 
of Jesus, alike in its resolution and in its hesitation, becomes clear, 
and not less so that of the disciples, All far-fetched historical 
ingenuity is dispensed with Jesus acts "because His hour is 
come" This decisive placing of the Life of Jesus in the “last 
tune (ef i Peter i ao <j>avtp<oOlvTos Se eir rav rtSv xpSvav SI 
i[ias) is an historical achievement without parallel Not less so 
is the placing of the thought of the passion in its proper eschato- 
logical setting as an act of atonement Where had the character 
and origin of the primitive community ever been brought into 
such dear connexion with the death of Jesus ? Who had ever 
before so earnestly considered the problem why the Christian com- 
munity arose m Jerusalem and not in Galilee? “But the solution 
is too simple, and, moreover, is not founded on a severely scientific 
chain of reasoning, but on historical intuition and experiment, the 
simple experiment of introducing the Life of Jesus into the Jewish 
eschatological world of thought”— so the theologians replied, or 
so, at least, they might have replied if they had taken this cunous 
work seriously, if, indeed, they had read it at all But how were 
they to suspect that in a book which seemed to aim at founding a 
new Ddstic Church, and which went out with the Wolfenbuttel 
Fragmentist into the desert of the most barren natural religion, a 
valuable historical conception might be found ? It is true that 
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no one suspected at that tune that in the forgotten work of 
Reunarus there lay a dangerous historical discovery, a land of 
explosive material such as can only be collected by those who 
stand free from every responsibility towards bistoncal Christianity, 
who have abandoned every prejudice, in the good sense as well 
as in the bad — and whose one desire in regard to the Gospel 
histoiy is to be "spirits that constantly deny ” 1 Such thinkers, if 
they have historical gifts, destroy artificial history in the cause of 
true history and, willing evil, do good — if it be admitted that the 
discovery of truth is good If this negative work Is a good thing, 
the author of the “ Letters to the German People ” performed a dis- 
tinguished service, for his negation is radical The new Church 
which was to be founded on this histone overcoming of histone 
Christianity was to combine "only what was according to reason 
in Judaism and Christianity." From Judaism it was to take the 
belief m one sole, spiritual, perfect God, from Christianity the 
requirement of brotherly love to all men On the other hand, it 
was to eliminate what was contrary to reason m each from 
Judaism the ntual system and the sacrifices , from Christianity 
the deification of Jesus and the teaching of redemption through 
His blood How comes so completely unhistoncal a temperament 
to be combined with so historical an intellect ? His Jesus, after 
all, has no individuality; He is a mere eschatological machine. 

In accordance with the confession of faith of the new Church of 
which Ghillany dreamed, the calendar of the Feasts is to be 
transformed as follows — 

i Feast of the Deity, the first and second of January. 

a. Feast of the Dignity of Man and Brotherly Love, first and 


second of April , 

3 Feast of the Divine Blessing m Nature, first and second ot 

4 . Feitof Immortality, first and second of October 
Apart from these eight Feast days, and the Sundays, all the 
other days of the year are working days , 

From the order of divine service we may note Mowing 
“The sermon, which should begin with instruction a°d tthortouon 
and close with consolation and encouragement, must not last longer 
than half an hour ” 


Th«» senes of Lives of Tesus which combine criticism with fiction 

is closed by Noack’s Story of Jesus A ^.^^bndly fate had 
but lacking the financial 1 "^ e P® n ^f e wluc j, ma jr properly 

conferred upon the latter, Noac lightened only by h ,s 
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responsible for all his troubles Bom in 1819, of a clerical family 
m Hesse, he became in 1S42 Pastor's assistant and teacher of 
religion at Worms in the Hessian Palatinate The Darmstadt 
reactionaries drove him out of this position in 1844 without his 
having given any ground of offence. In 1849 he became 
“ Repetent ” in Philosophy at the University of Giessen at a 
salary of four hundred gulden. In 1855 he was promoted to 
be Professor Extraordinary without having his salary raised. In 


1870, at the age of 51, he was appointed assistant at the University 
Library and received at the same time the title of Ordinary 
Professor He died m 1885. He was an extremely prolific 
wnter, always ingenious, and possessed of wide knowledge, but he 
never did anything of real permanent value either in philosophy or 
theology He was not without cntical acumen, but there was too 
much of the poet in him ; a cntical discovery was an incitement 
to an imaginative reconstruction of the history. In 1870-1871 
he published, after many preliminary studies, his chief work, “ Prom 
the Jordan Uplands to Golgotha j four books on the Gospel and 
the Gospels " l It passed unnoticed Attributing its failure to the 
excitement aroused by the war, which ousted all other interests, he 
issued a revised edition m 1876 under the title “The History of 
Jesus, on the Basis of Free Historical Inquiry concerning the Gospel 
and the Gospels,” 2 but with hardly greater success. 

And yet the fundamental cntical ideas which can be 
beneath this narrative, in spite of its having the form of fiction, 
give this work a significance such as the contemporary Lives of 
Jesus which won the applause of theologians did not possess It is 
the only Life of Jesus hitherto produced which is written consist- 
ently from the Johanmne point of view from beginning to end. 
Strauss had not, after all, in Noack’s opinion, conclusively 
shown the absolute incompatibility of the Synoptics with the 
Fourth Gospel, neither he nor any other critic had felt the full 
difficulty of the question why the Fourth Evangelist should be at 
pains to invent the numerous journeys to the Feasts, 
that the development of the Logos Chnstology did not necessarily 
involve any alteration of the scene of the ministry ; on the contrary, 
it would, one might think, have been the first care of the 
Evangelist to mweave his novel theory with the familiar tradition 
in order to avoid discrediting his narrative in advance by his 
innovations Noack’s conclusion is that the inconsistency is not due 
to a single author ; it is the result of a long process of redaction 
in which vanous divergent tendencies have been at work. But 
as the Fourth Gospel is not the logical terminus of the process of 

/ardamci '£ e Gdgatha , mer Bdthsr aier das Evtmgtlism uni dte 
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alteration, the only alternative is to place it at the beginning 
What we have to seek in it is the onginal Gospel from which the 
process of transforming the tradition started 

There is also another line of argument based on the contradic- 
tions in the Gospel tradition which leads to the hypothesis that we 
have to do with redactions of the Gospels Either Jesus was the 
Jewish Messiah of the Synoptics, or a Son of God in the Greek, 
spiritual sense, whose self- consciousness must be inteipreted by 
means of the Logos doctrine : He cannot have been both at the 
same time Eut it is inconceivable that a Jewish claimant of the 
Messiahship would have been left unmolested up to the last, and 
have had virtually to force the authorities to put him to death 
On the other hand, if He were a simple enthusiast claiming to be a 
Son of God, a man who lived only for his own “self-consciousness," 
He might from the beginning have taken up this attitude without 
y»«n g in any way molested, except by the scorn of men In this 
respect also, therefore, the primitive Gospel which we can recover 
from John has the advantage It was only later that this “Son of 
God” became the Jewish Messiah. 

We am ve at the primitive Johanmne writing when we cancel in 
the Fourth Gospel all Jewish doctrine and all miracles. 1 Its date 
is the year 60 and it was composed by — Judas, the beloved disciple. 
This primitive Gospel received little modification and still shows 
clearly " the wonderful reality of its history " It aims only at 
Eivmg a section of Jesus’ histoiy, a representation of His attitude 
of mind and spirit With " ample ingenuousness » it gives, along 
with the kernel of the historical material of the Gospel, Jesus 
thoughts about His own Person in the mysterious oracular sayings 
and deeply thoughtful and moving discourses by which the Naartne 
stirred rather than enlightened the world” Events of a staking 
character were, however, absent fromit The feeding of the ro 
tude was represented in it as effected by natural means It was a 
philanthropic feeding of a multitude which certainly < did not number 
thousands, the numbers are a later insertion, Jesus fed lhem mth 
bread and fish which He purchased from a sutler -kd The 

healing of the lame roan at the pool of Bethesda was the 
' of a malingerer, whom the Lord exposed and ordered 

te depart 5 As He had^ bidden him cany his bed, and it ™tsonfre 
Sabbath! this brought Him into confiict with the authorities H» 
nnlv “acts” were acts of self-revelation-mystical sayings winch He 
. ^ npnnle “The problem which meets us in Hn 

*hrew ou psychological problem, bow, namely. His 

h,S of mmself came to be accepted as the purest and 

exalted view lifetime, it is true, only by a limited circle 
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multitude of oeheving followers” The gospel of the beloved 
disciple Judas made its way quietly into the world, understood by 
few, even as Jesus Himself had been understood by a few only 

About ten years later, according to Noack, appeared the original 
form of Luke, which we can reconstruct from what is known of 
Maraon’s Luke 1 This Evangelist is under Pauline influence, and 
writes with an apologetic purpose. He desires to refute the calumny 
that Jesus was “ possessed of a devil,” and he does this by making 
Him cast out devils It was m this way that miracle forced itself 
into the Gospel history. 

But this primitive Luke, as Noack reconstructs it hy combining 
the statements of the Fathers regarding Marcion’s Gospel, knows 
nothing of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem to die. This circumstance 
is of capital importance to Noack, because in the course of his 
attempt to bring the topography of die Fourth Gospel into harmony 
with that of the Synoptics he had arrived at the remarkable result 
that the Johannme Christ worked in Galilee, not m Judaea. On 
the basis of the Onomasticon of Eusebius — which Noack, with 
the aid of topographical traditions derived from the Crusaders and 


statements of Mohammedan writers, interprets with a recklessness 
which is nothing short of criminal — Cana and Bethany (Bethabara) 
were not in the latitude of Jerusalem, but “ near die head-waters of 
the Jordan in the upper part of the Jordan valley before it flows 
into the lake ot Huleh There, in Coele-Syna, on the southern 
slope of Hermon, was the scene of John the Baptist’s labours; 
there Jesus began His ministry; thither He returned to die." "It 
is in the Galilaean district which forms the scene of the Song of 
Solomon that the reader of this book must be prepared to find the 
Golgotha of the cross " That is the sentence with which Noack's 
account of the Life of Jesus opens. This alludes to an idea which 
had already been worked out in his “Studies on the Song of 
Solomon,"* namely, that the mountain country surrounding the 
upper Jordan was the pre-ealic Judaea, and that the “city of 
David was situated there. The Jews on their return from exile 
had at first endeavoured to rebuild that Coele-Synan city of David 
with the nuns of Solomon’s Temple, but had been driven an ay 
from it and had then taken the desperate resolution to build the 
temple of Zerubbabel upon the high plateau lying far to the south 
of ancient Israel Erra the Scnbe interpolated the forgery on the 
ground of which this site began to be accepted as the former city 
01 JJavid. Under the Syrian oppression all remembrance of the 
ancient city of David entirely disappeared. 

This fantastic edifice, m the construction of which the wildest 
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etymologies play a part, is founded on the just recognition that 
a reconciliation of John with the Synoptists can only be effected bj 
transferring some of the Johanmne localities to the North, bus 
tins involves not only finding Bethany, Anmathea and the other 
places, but even the scene of Jesus’ death in this district The 
brook Kedron conveniently becomes the “brook of Cedars” 

For fifty years the two earliest Evangelists, in spite of their 
poverty of incident, sufficed for the needs of the Christians The 
“fire of Jesus” was fed chiefly by the Pauline Gospel The 
original form of the Gospel of Luke accordingly became the 
starting-point of the next stage of development Thus arose the 
Gospel of Mark Mark was not a native of Palestine* but a man 
of Roman extraction living in Decapolis, who had not the slightest 
knowledge of the localities m which the life of Jesus was really 
passed He undertook, about the year 130, “in the interest of 
the new Christian settlement at Jerusalem in Hadrian's time, 
deliberately and consciously to transform the onginal plan of the 
Gospel history and to represent the Lord as crucified at Jerusalem " 
The man who from the year 132 onward, as Mark the Bishop, 
preached the word of the Crucified to a Gentile Christian com- 
munity amid the rums of the holy city, had previously, as Mark 
the Evangelist, taken care that a prophet should not pensh out of 
Jerusalem In composing his Gospel he made use, in addition 
to T nfrn, of a traditional source which he found in Decapolis He 
deliberately omitted the frequent journeys to Jerusalem which were 
stall found in the onginal Luke, and inserted instead Jesus’ journey 
to His death He it was, also, who made the Nazante into the 
Nazarene, laying the scene of Jesus’ youth in Nazareth To the 
cures of demoniacs he added magical acts such as the feeding <h 


the multitude and the resurrection 

In Matthew, who appeared about 135, legend and fiction not 
unchecked In addition, Jewish parables and sayings are put into 
the mouth of Jesus, whereas He really had nothing to do with the 
Jewish world of ideas For if anything is certain, it is that the 
moral maxims of the latest Gospel are of a distinctively Jc*k» 
onfnn About the middle of the second century the onginals ot 
Tohn and Luke underwent redaction The redaction of the g 
Gospel was completed by the addition of the twenty-firet chapter , 
the last redaction of Luke was perhaps earned out by 
Martyr, fresh from completing his ■ Dialogue with Tijpho 1 Th 
John and Luke are, in this final form, is full of contradm 

toons, the latest Gospels, and the saying is fulfilled about the 
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JESUS AN ECSTATIC 

considerations relating to its origin and development. Despite all 
his far-fetched ideas, Noack really stands higher than some of his 
contemporaries who showed more prudence m their theological 
enterprises, and about that time were earning the applause of the 
faculty, and quieting the mmds of the laity, by performing once 
more the old conjuring trick — assisted by some new feats of leger- 
demain of harmonising John with the Synoptists m such a way 

as to produce a Life of Jesus which could be turned to the service 
of ecclesiastical theology 

The outline of the public Life of Jesus, as reconstructed by 
Noack, is as follows It lasted from early in the year 35 to the 
14th Nisan of the year 37, and began in the moment when Jesus 
revealed His consciousness of what He was. We do not know 
how long previously He had cherished it in secret It is certain 
that the Baptist helped to bring about this revelation This is the 
only part winch he plays in the Gospel of John. He was neither 
a preacher of repentance, nor an Elias, nor the forerunner of 
Jesus, nor a mere signpost pointing to the Messiah, such as the 
secondary tradition makes him out to be 

Similarly everything that is Messianic in the consciousness of 
Jesus is secondary The lines of His thought were guided by the 
Greek ideas about sons of God, for the soil of northern Galilee 
was saturated with these ideas Other sources which contributed 
something were the personification of the Dmne Wisdom m the 
“Wisdom Literature ” and some of Philo’s doctrines Jesus 
became the son of God in an ecstatic trance I Had not Philo 
recognised ecstasy as the last and highest means of rising to union 
with the Divine ? 

Jesus’ temperament, according to Noack, was pre-disposed to 
ecstasy, since He was bom out of wedlock. One who had this 
burden upon His spint may well have early taken refuge m His 
own thoughts, above the clouds, in the presence of the God of 
His fathers. Assailed in a thousand ways by the cruelty of the 
world, it would seem to Him as though His Heavenly Father, 
though unseen, was stretching out to Him the arms of conso- 
lation. Imagination, which ever mercifully lightens for men the 
yoke of misery, charmed the fatherless child out of His earthly 
sufferings and put into His hand a coloured glass through which 
He saw the world and life nt a false light Ecstatic enthusiasm 
had earned Him up to the dizzy height of spmtual union with the 
Father m Heaven A hundred times He was cast down out of 
His dreams into the hard world of reality, to experience once 
more His earthly distresses, but ever anew he won His way by 
fasting, vigil, and prajer to the starry heaven of ecstasy. 

“Jesus,” Noack explains, “had in thought projected Himself 
bejond His earthly nativity and risen to the conception that His 
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ego had been in existence before this earthly body m which He 
stood visibly upon the stnge of the world He felt that His ego 
had had being and life before He became incarnate upon earth 
. . . This new conception of Himself, bom of His sohtaty musrngs, 
was incorporated into the very substance of His natural personal 
ego. A new ego had superseded the old natural, corporeally con- 
ditioned ego.” 

Ambition, too, came into play— the high ambition to do God 
a service by the offering up of Himself The passion of self 
sacrifice is characteristic of a consciousness such as this Accord- 


ing to the document which underlies the Johanmne Gospel it was 
not m consequence of outward events that Jesus took His resolve 
to die " It was the later Gospel tradition which exhibited His fate 
as an inevitable consequence of His conflict with a world impervious 
to spiritual impression ” In the original Gospel that fate was 
freely embraced from the outset as belonging to the vocation of 
the Son of God Only by the constant presence of the thought 
of death could a life which for two years walked the razor edge of 
such dizzy dreams have been preserved from falling. Tim con- 
viction, or perhaps rather the instinctive feeling, that the role of 
a Son of God upon earth was not one to be maintained for decades 
was the necessary counterpoise to the enthusiasm of Jesus’ spirit 
From the first He was as much at borne with the thought of death 


as with His Heavenly Father. 

This Son of Man — according to Noack’s interpretation the 
title is equivalent to Son of Hope— requires of the multitude that 
they shall take His lofty dream for solid reality " He revealed His 
message from heaven to the world at the Paschal Feast of the 
year 3S , by throwing out a challenge to the Sadducaean hierarchy 
in Jerusalem ” In the time between John’s removal from the 
scene and John’s death, there falls the visit of Jesus to Samana 
and a sojourn in the neighbourhood of His Galilaean home At 
the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem in the autumn of that year, 
the healing of the lame man at the pool of Bethesda le ^ to a 
breach with the Sabbatic regulations of the Pharisees Later on, 
m consequence of His generous feeding of the multitude m the 
Gaulomte table-land, there is an attempt to make Him nto a 
Messianic King, which He, however, repudiates At Ae tme of 
the Passover m Galilee in the year 36, m the synagogue at 
Capernaum, He tests the spiritual insight of those who may, H 
££? be npTl for the higher teaching concerning t^ Son of God 
made flesh, by the touchstone of His myst.csd words “bout the 
made nesn, y Tabernacles, in the city of 

His life for His sheep, the people of Israel 
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But His adversaries are remorseless , they wound Him to the 
very depths of His spirit by bringing to Him the woman taken 
in adultery, and asking Him what they are to do with her When 
this question was sprung upon Him, He saw m a moment the 
public humiliation designed by His adversanes All eyes were 
turned upon Him, and for a few moments the embarrassment of 
One who was usually so self-possessed was patent to all He 
stooped as though He desired to write with His finger upon the 
ground Was it shame at His dishonourable birth that compelled 
Him thus to lower His gaze ? But the painful silence of expecta- 
tion among the spectators did not last long His adversanes 
repeated their question, He raised His head and spoke the 
undying words “ Let him that is without sin among you cast the 
first stone at her ” 

Incensed by His constant references to His heavenly Sonship, 
they endeavour at last to stone Him He flees from the Temple 
and takes refuge in the Jordan uplands. His purpose is, at the 
next Passover, that of the year 37, here in the mountains which 
were blessed as Joseph’s portion, to offer His atoning death as 
that of the true paschal lamb, and with this act to quit the stage 
of the world's history. He remained m hiding in order to avoid 
the risk of assassination by the emissanes of the Pharisees In 
Bethany He receives the mysterious visit of the Greeks, who 
doubtless desired to tempt Him to raise the standard of revolt as 
a claimant of the Messiahship, but He refuses to be shaken in His 
determination to die The washing of the disciples’ feet signifies 
their baptism with water, that they mtght thereafter receive the 
baptism of the Holy Spint 

Judas, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who was a man of much 
resource, helped Him to avoid being arrested as a disturber of 
the peace by arranging that the “betrayal” should take place on 
the evening before the Passover, in order that Jesus might die, as 
He desired, on the day of the Passover. For this service of love 
he was, in the secondary tradition, torn from the bosom of the 
Lord and branded as a traitor, 
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Ernest Honan La Vie de Jdsus 1863 Pans, Michel Livy Frires 4 6a pp 
S de Pnesseiisd Jdsus Christ, son temps, sa vie, son oeuvre. Bans, 1865, 684 pp 


Ernest Renan was bom in 1823 at Trlguier in Bnttany 
Intended for the priesthood, he entered the seminary of St Sulpice 
m Pans, but there, in consequence of reading the German critical 
theology, he began to doubt the truth of Christianity and of its 
history In October 1845, shortly before the time amved for him 
to be ordained a sub-deacon, he left the seminary and began to 
work for his living as a private teacher In 1849 he received a 
government giant to enable him to make a journey to Italy for the 
prosecution of his studies, the fruits of which appeared m his 
Averroh et 1 Avert oisme (Pans, 1852), m 1856 he was made a 
member of the Acaddmie des Inscriptions , in i860 he received 
from Napoleon III the means to make a journey to Phoenicia and 
Syria After his return in 1862 he obtained the professorship of 
Semitic Languages at the College de France But the wide- 
spread indignation aroused by bis Life of Jesus, which appeared in 
the following year, forced the Government to remove him from his 
office He refused a post as Libranan of the Impend Libraiy, and 
lived m retirement until the Republic of 1871 restored him to his 


professorship In politics, as in religion, his position was some- 
what indefinite In religion he was no longer a Catholic, avowed 
free-thought was too plebeian for his taste, and in Protestantism 
the multiplicity of sects repelled him Similarly id politics, in the 
penod immediately following the fall of the Empire, be was in turn 
Royalist, Republican, and Bonaparhst At bottom he was a 
sceptic. He died m 1892, already half-foigotten by the F«mic, 
until his imposing funeral and interment in the Panth&n recalled 


Like Strauss, I Renan designed his We of Jesus to fom partof 
a complete account of the history and dogma of the «*IyChurch 
His purpose, however, was purely historical, it was no part of his 
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project to set up, on the basis of the history, a new system of 
dogma, as Strauss had desired to do This plan was not only 
conceived, but earned out La Afillns appeared in 1866, 
St Paul m 1869 , L'AnU-Chmt m 1873, hs Emngtla in 1897 , 
EEgltu chrltimni in 1879, Man-Aurilt et la fin du monie 
anttpt in 1881 Several of these works were more valuable than 
the one which opened the senes, but for the world Renan continued 
to be the author of the Vis it flsus, and of that alone. 

He planned the work at Gaza, and he dedicated it to his 
sister Hennette, who died soon after, m Syria, and lies buned at 
Byblus 

This was the first Life of Jesus for the Cathobc world, which 
had scarcely been touched— the Latin peoples least of all— by the 
two and a half generations of entical study which had been devoted 
to the subject It is true, Strauss’s work had been translated into 
French, 1 but it had made only a passing stir, and that only among 
a little circle of intellectuals Now came a writer with the 
charactenstic French mental accent, who gave to the Latin world in 
a single book the result of the whole process of German criticism 

But Renan’s work marked an epoch, not for the Catholic world 
only, but for general literature. He laid the problem which had 
hitherto occupied only theologians before the whole cultured world. 
And not as a problem, but as a question of which he, by means of 
his histoncal science and aesthetic power of reviving the past, could 
provide a solution He offered his readers a Jesus who was alive, 
whom he, with his artistic imagination, had met under the blue 
heaven of Galilee, and whose lineaments his inspired penal had 
seized. Men’s attention was arrested, and they thought to see Jesus, 
because Renan had the skill to make them see blue skies, seas of 
waving com, distant mountains, gleaming lilies, in a landscape 
with the Lake of Gennesareth for its centre, and to hear with him 
in the whispenng of the reeds the eternal melody of the Sermon 
on the Mount 

Yet the aesthetic feeling for nature which gave birth to this 
Life of Jesus was, it must be confessed, neither pure nor profound 
It is a standing enigma why French art, which in painting grasps 
nature with a directness and vigour, with an objectivity in the best 
sense of the word, such as is scarcely to be found in the art of any 
other nation, has in poetry treated it in a fashion which scarcely 
ever goes beyond the lyrical and senUmental, the artificial, the 
subjective, m the worst sense of the word, Renan is no exception 
to this rule, any more than Lamartine or Pierre Loti He looks at 
the landscape with the eye of adecorative painter seeking a motif (0: 
a lyrical composition upon which he is engaged But that was not 
noticed by the many, because they, after all, w ere accustomed to have 
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nature dressed up for them, and had had their taste so corrupted 
by a certain kind of lyricism that they had lost the power of 
distinguishing between truth and artificiality Even those who 
might have noticed it were so astonished and delighted at being 
shown Jesus in the Galilaean landscape that they were content to 
yield to the enchantment 

Along with this artificial feeling for nature a good many other 
things were accepted without question There is scarcely any other 
work on the subject which so abounds m lapses of taste — and those 
of the most distressing kind — as Renan’s Vtt dt Jistts It is 
Christian art m the worst sense of the term — the art of the wax 
image The gentle Jesus, the beautiful Maty, the fair Galilacans 
who formed the retinue of the “ amiable carpenter,” might have been 
taken over in a body from the shop-window of an ecclesiastical art 
emporium in the Place St Sulpice. Nevertheless, there is some- 
thing magical about the work. It offends and yet it attracts It 
will never be quite forgotten, nor is it ever likely to be surpassed in 
its own line, for nature is not prodigal of masters of style, and rarely 
is a book so directly born of enthusiasm as that which Renan 


planned among the Galilaean huls 

The essay on the sources of the Life of Jesus with which it 
opens is itself a literary masterpiece With a kind of effortless case 
he makes his readers acquainted with the criticism of Strauss, of 
Baur, of Reuss, of Colani He does not argue, but simply sets the 
result vividly before the reader, who finds himself at once at home 
m the new world of ideas He avoids any hard or glaring effects , 
by means of that skilful transition from point to point which 
Wagner in one of his letters praises as the highest art, everything 
is surrounded with atmosphere But how much tnckcry and 
illusion there is m this artl In a few strokes he indicates the 
relation of John to the Synophsts; the dilemma is made clear, it 
pwrK as if one horn or the other must be chosen Then he begins 
by artful touches to soften down the contrast The discourses of 
John are not authentic, the historical Jesus cannot have spoken 
thus. But what about the statements of fact ? Here Renan declares 

himself convinced by the graphic presentment of the passion story. 

Touches like "it was night," "they had lighted a fire of coals, 
“the coat was without seam," cannot have been invented There- 
fore the Gospel must in some way go back to the disciple whom 
Jesus loved It is possible, nay certain, that when as an old man 
he read the other Gospels, he was displeased by certain inaccurac y 
and perhaps vexed that he was gnen so small a place m t 
history He began to dictate a number of things which he b 
better means of knowing than the others, partly, too, wi 
puiposif'of showing that In many eases where Pete, r or 4 r had be£ 
mentioned he also had played a part, and indeed the principal !»«. 
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Sometimes his recollection was quite fresh, sometimes It had been 
modified by time. When he wrote down the discourses, he had 
forgotten the Lake of Gennesareth and the winsome words which 
he had listened to upon its shores He was now living in quite a 
different world. The events of the year 70 destroyed his hopes 
of the return of his Master His Jewish prejudices fell away, 
and as he was still young, he adapted himself to the syncretistic, 
philosophic, gnostic environment amid which he found himself in 
Ephesus Thus even Jesus’ world of thought took on a new shape 
for him ; although the discourses are perhaps rather to be referred 
to his school than to himself But, when all is said, John remains 
the best biographer. Or, to put it more accurately, while all the 
Gospels are biographies, they are legendary biographies, even 
though they come down from the first century. Their texts need 
interpretation, and the due to the interpretation can be supplied 
by aesthetic feeling They must be subjected to a gentle pressure 
to bnng them together, and make them coalesce into a unity m 
which all the data are happily combined 

How this is to be done Renan shows later in his description of 
the death of Jesus "Suddenly," he says, “Jesus gave a temble 
cry in which some thought they heard ‘Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit,' but which others, whose thoughts were running 
on the fulfilment of prophecy, reported as ‘It is finished ’ ” 

The authentic sayings of Jesus are more or less self-evidencing. 
Coming in contact with one of them amid the welter of heterogeneous 
traditions, you feel a thrill of recognition They leap forth and 
take their proper place, where their vivid power becomes apparent 
For one who writes the life of Jesus on His native soil, the Gospels 
are not so much sources of information as incentives to revelation. 
“I had," Renan avows, “a fifth Gospel before my eyes, mutilated 
m parts, but still legible, and taking it for my guide I saw behind 
the narratives of Matthew and Mark, instead of an ideal 0 f 
whom it might be maintained that He had never existed, 0 glorious 
human counteiance full of life and movement” It is this Jesus of 
the fifth Gospel that he desires to portray. 

In looking at the picture, the reader must not allow the vexed 
question of miracle to distract him and disturb the proper frame 
of mind The author refuses to assert either the possibility or the 
impossibility of miracle, but speaks only as an historian “ We do 
not say miracle is impossible, we say only that there has never been 
a satisfactorily authenticated miracle.” 

In view of the method of treatment adopted by Renan there 
tan, of course, be no question of an historical plan He brings in 
each sajmg at the point where it seems most appropriate. None 
of them is passed over, but none of them appears 111 its historical 
setting He shifts individual incidents hither and thither m the 
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most arbitrary fashion For example, the coming of Jesus’ mother 
to seek Him (in the belief that He is beside Himself) must belong 
to the later part of Jesus' life, since it is out of tone with die happy 
innocence of the earlier period. Certain scenes are transposed 
from the later period to the earlier, because they are not gloomy 
enough for the later time. Others agam are made the basis of an 
unwarranted generalisation It is not enough that Jesus once rode 
upon an ass while the disciples m the intoxication of joy cast their 
garments in the way; according to Renan, He constantly rode 
about, even m Galilee, upon a mule, “that favourite nding-animal 
of the East, which is so docile and sure-footed and whose great 
dark eyes, shaded by long lashes, are full of gentleness.” Some- 
times the disciples surrounded Him with rustic pomp, usmg their 
garments by way of carpeting They laid them upon the mule 
which earned Him, or spread them before Him on the way. 

Scenes of little significance are sometimes elaborately de- 
scribed by Renan while more important ones are barely touched 
on. “One day, indeed,” he remarks m describing the first visit to 
Jerusalem, “anger seems to have, as the saying goes, overmastered 
Him, He struck some of the miserable chafferers with the scourge, 
and overthrew their tables” Such is the incidental fashion in 
which the cleansing of tbp temple was brought in. In this way it 
is possible to smuggle u. a miracle without giving any further 
Av pianahnn of it The miracle at Cana is brought, by means of 
the following unobtrusive turn of phrase* into the account of the 
period of success in Galilee. “ One of His miracles was done by 
Jesus for the sol/* purpose of increasing the happiness of a wedding- 
party in a httle country town” ... , , T 

This Life of Jesus is introduced by a kind of prelude Jesus 
had been living in Galilee before He came to the Baptist, when 
He heard of the latter’s success He went to him with His little 
company of followers They were both young, and Jesus became 
the mutator of the Baptist Fortunately the latter so on disappeared 
from the scene, for his influence On Jesus was in some J*sp«ts 
injurious The Gahlaean teacher was on the verge of loang the 
sunny religion which He had learned from Hrs only teacher, 
glorious natural scenery which surrounded His bom^andof 
becoming a gloomy Jewish fanatic. But this influence fell away 
fmwi TTim again when He returned to Gahlee He became Himself 
once more ^The only thing which He had Jn wM 

some knowledge of the art of preaching He had d 

him how to influence masses of men From that . nme»rwaro 
He preached with much more power and gained greater ascendancy 

teg,., a* b*. « 

The story of the nse of Christianity is a pastoral play Ba , 
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ins “Philo, Strauss, and Renan,” wntes with biting sarcasm: 
“Renan, who is at once the author of the play, the stage-manager, 
and the director of the theatre, gives the signal to begin, and at a 
sign from him the electric lights are put on full power, the Bengal 
fires flare up, the footlights are turned higher, and while the fiutes 
and shawms of the orchestra strike up the overture, the people 
enter and take their places among the bushes and by the shore of 
the Lake. ” And how confiding they were, this gentle and peaceful 
company of Gahlaean fisher folk < And He, the young carpenter, 
conjured the Kingdom of Heaven down to earth for a year, by the 
spell of the infinite tenderness which radiated from Him A 
company of men and women, all of the same youthful integrity and 
simple innocence, became His followers and constantly repeated 
“Thou art the Messiah.” By the women He was more beloved 
than He Himself liked, but from His passion for the glory of His 
Father He was content to attract these "fair creatures” {belles 
crlatures ) and suffered them to serve Him, and God through Him. 
Three or four devoted Gnlilaean women constantly accompanied 
Him and strove with one another for the pleasure (le plaisir ) of 
listening to His teaching and attending to His comfort Some of 
them were wealthy and used their means to enable the “amiable” 
{charmant) prophet to live without needing to practise His handi- 
craft. The most devoted of all was Mary Magdalene; whose dis- 
ordered mind had been healed by the influence of the pure and 
gracious beauty {par la beautt pure et douce) of the young Rabbi 

Thus He rode, on His long-eyelashed gentle mule, from village 
to village, from town to town The sweet theology of love {la 
diliacuse ihiologte de Vamour) won Him all hearts. His preach- 
ing was gentle and mild {suave et douce), full of nature and the 
fragrance of the country. Wherever He went the people kept festival. 
At marriages He was a welcome guest; to the feasts which He 
gave He invited women who were sinners, and publicans like the 
good Zacchaeus. 

“The Frenchman,” remarks Noack, “takes the mummied figure 
of the Galilaean Rabbi, which criticism has exhumed, endows it 
"ith life and energy, and brings Him upon the stage, first amid the 
lustre of the earthly happiness which it was His pleasure to bestow, 
and then in the moving aspect of one doomed to suffer 

When Jesus goes up to the Passover at the end of this first 
year. He comes into conflict with the Rabbis of the capital The 
“winsome teacher, who offered forgiveness to all on the sole 
condition of loving Him,” found in the capital people upon whom 
His charm had no effect When He returned to Galilee He had 
entirely abandoned His Jewish beliefs, and a revolutionary ardour 
gloried m His heart The second act begins “The action 
becomes more serious and gloomy, and the pupil of Strauss turns 
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down the footlights of his stage 1,1 The erstwhile "winsome 
moralist ' has become a transcendental revolutionary Up to this 
point He had thought to bnng about the triumph of the Kingdom 
of God by natural means, by teaching and influencing men The 
Jewish eschatology stood vaguely in the background Now it 
becomes prominent The tension set up between His purely 
ethical ideas and these eschatological expectations gives His words 
from this time forward a special force The period of joyous 
simplicity is past 

Even the character of the hero loses its simplicity In the 
furtherance of His cause Ho becomes a wonder worker. It is true 


that even before He had sometimes practised innocent arts such as 
Joan of Arc made use of later 2 He had, for instancy pretended 
to know the unspoken thoughts of one whom He desired to win, 
had reminded him, perhaps, of some experience of which he 
cherished the memory He allowed the people to believe that He 
received knowledge of certain matters through a kind of revelation 
Finally, it came to be whispered that He had spoken with Moses 
and Elias upon the mountains But He now finds Himself 
compelled to adopt in earnest the rflle which He had formerly 
taken, as it were, in play Against His will He is compelled to 
found His work upon miracle He must face the alternative of 
either renouncing His mission or becoming a thaumatuige He 
consented, therefore, to play an active part in many miracles. In 
this astute fnends gave Him their aid At Bethany something 
happened which could be regarded as a raising of the dead. 
Perhaps this miracle was arranged by Lazarus himself. When very 
ill he had allowed himself to be wrapped in the cerements of the 
dead and laid m the grave. His sisters sent for Jesus and brought 
Him to the tomb He desired to look once more upon His friend, 
and when, overcome with gnef, He cried his name alou , 
Lazarus came forth from the grave Why should the brother and 
sisters have hesitated to provide a miracle for the Master, m whose 
miracle-working power they, indeed, believed? Where, then, w 
Renan’s allegiance to his "honoured master btrauss, when he 
thus enrolled himself among the rationalists ? 

On these lines Jesus played His part for eighteen 
the Easter of 31 to the Feast of Tabernacles of 3* How great ® 
he change from the gentle teacher of the Sermon on the Mount I 
His discourse takes on a certain hardness of tone. In the 
synagogue at Capernaum He drives many from Him,offen d edby 
the Sg about eating and drinking His flesh and blood Ti e 
"extrame matenalism of the expression " which » Hun , had alwajs 
b£ the natural counterpo.se to the "extreme idealism of the 

1 Bruno Bauer in Philo, Straws, ust i Xanen 
* Renan does not hesitate to apply tins taxless parallel 
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thought,” becomes more and more pronounced His “Kingdom 
of God” was indeed still essentially the kingdom of the poor, the 
kingdom of the soul, the great spiritual kingdom, but He now 
preached it as the kingdom of the apocalyptic writings And yet 
in the very moment when He seems to be staking everything upon 
a supernatural fulfilment of His hopes, He provides with remark- 
able prescience the basis of a permanent Church. He appoints 
the Twelve Apostles and institutes the fellowship-meal It is 
certain, Renan thinks, that the “Supper” was not first instituted 
on that last evening , even in the second Gahlaean penod He must 
have practised with His followers the mystic nte of the Breaking of 
Bread, which m some way symbolised His death 

By the end of this period He had cast off all earthly ambitions. 
Nothing of earth existed for Him any more A strange longing 
for persecution and martyrdom had taken possession of Him 
It was not, however, the resolve to offer an atonement for the sms 
of His people which familiarised Him with the thought of death, 
it was forced upon Him by the knowledge that He had entered 
upon a path in which it was impossible for Him to sustain His role 
for more than a few months, or perhaps even weeks So He sets 
out fot Jerusalem, outwardly a hero, inwardly half in despair 
because He has turned aside from His true path. The gentle, 
faithful, long-eyelashed mule bears Him, amid the acclamations of 
the multitude, through the gate of the capital 

The third act begins the stage is dark and becomes constantly 
darker, until at last, through the darkness of the scene, there is 
faintly visible only the figure of a woman — of her who in her deep 
gnef beside the grave was by her vision to call to life again Him 
whom she loved There was darkness, too, in the souls of the 
disciples, and in that of the Master The bitter jealousy between 
Judas and John made one of them a traitor As for Jesus, He 
had His hour of gloom to fight through in Gethsemane For a 
moment His human nature awakened in Him , all that He thought 
He had slam and put behind Him for ever rose up and confronted 
Him as He knelt there upon the ground. “Did He remember 
the clear brooks of Galilee at which He might have slaked His 
thirst— the vine and the fig-tree beneath which He might have 
rested— the maidens who would perhaps have been willing to love 
Him? Did He regret His too exalted nature? Did He, a martyr 
to His own greatness, weep that He had not remained the simple 
carpenter of Naaareth? We do not know t " 

He is dead Renan, as though he stood in Phre Lachaise, 
commissioned to pronounce the final allocution over a member 
of the Academy, apostrophises Him thus. “Rest now, amid 
thy glory, noble pioneer Thou conqueror of death, take the 
sceptre of Thy Kingdom, Into which so many centuries of Thy 
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worshippers shall lollow Thee, by the highway which Thou hast 
opened up " 

The bell rings, the curtain begins to fall, the swing-seats tilt. 
The epilogue is scarcely heard- “Jesus will never have a nvaL 
His religion will again and again renew itself. His story will call 
forth endless tears His sufferings will soften the hearts of the 
best , every successive century will proclaim that among the sons 
of men there hath not arisen a greater than Jesus ” 

The book passed through eight editions in three months The 
writings of those who opposed it had an equal vogue That of 
Freppel had reached its twelfth edition m 1864 1 Their name was 
legion. Whatever wore a soutane and could wield a pen chaiged 
against Renan, the bishops leading the van The tone of these 
attacks was not always very elevated, nor their logic very profound 
In most cases the writers were only concerned to defend the Deity 
of Christ,® and the miracles, and are satisfied that they have done 
so when they have pointed out some of the glaring inconsistencies 
in Renan’s work. Here and there, however, among these refuta- 
tions we catch the tone of a loftier ethical spirit which has 
recognised the fundamental weakness of the work, the lack of any 
definite ethical principles in the writer's outlook upon life 8 There 
were some indeed who were not content with a refutation , they 
would gladly have seen active measures taken against Renan One 
of his most embittered adversaries, Amadde Nicolas, 4 reckons up 
in an appendix to his work the maximum penalties authorised by 
the existing enactments against free-thought, and would welcome 
the application of the law of the as* of March 1822, according 
to which five years’ imprisonment could be imposed for thecnme 
of “insulting or making ridiculous a religion recognised by the 
st&te ^ 

Renan was defended by the Siiefe, the DlbaU, at that time the 
leading French newspaper, and the Temps, m which Scherer 
published five articles upon the book. Even timJteme da deux 
mondes, which had formerly raised a wanuog ^ice aga.nst Straus* 
allowed itself to go with the stream, and published in its August 

1 Charles gmOe Freppel (Abb*), Froteseur d’aoqaeoee sscife h to SortaeBe. 

AvcrhuemtHti la ^unesse d eux^adef“’^U«^lu gl \£d , 0 Rates 

Time ) Pans, *864 141 PP , j rapports moral, Ugai \e> 

1864 
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number of 1863 a critical analysis by Havet 1 who hailed Renan’s work 
as a great achievement, and criticised only the inconsistencies by 
which he had endeavoured to soften down the radical character of 
his undertaking. Later on the JReoue changed its attitude and sided 
with Renan’s opponents. In the Protestant camp there was an 
even keener sense of distaste than in the Catholic for the senti- 
mental gloss which Renan had spread over his work to make it 
attractive to the multitude by its iridescent colours In four 
remarkable letters Athanase Coquerel the younger took the author to 
task for this * From the standpoint of orthodox scholarship E de 
Pressensd condemned him, 8 and proceeded without loss of time 
to refute him in a large-scale life of Jesus. 4 He was answered 
by Albert Rdville,® who claims recognition for Renan’s services to 
criticism 

In general, however, the rising French school of critical theology 
was disappointed in Renan. Their spokesman was Colani 
" This is not the Chnst of history, the Christ of the Synoptics,” he 
writes in 1864 in the Revue de tkiolop e, "but the Chnst of the 
Fourth Gospel, though without His metaphysical halo, and painted 
over with a brush which has been dipped in the melancholy blue 
of modem poetry, in the rose of die eighteenth-century idyll, 
and in the grey of a moral philosophy which seems to be derived 
from I* Rochefoucauld ” “ In expressing this opinion,” he adds, “ I 

believe I am speaking in the name of those who belong to what 
is known as the new Protestant theology, or the Strassburg school 
We opened M Renan’s book with sympathetic interest; we closed 
it with deep disappointment ” 8 

The Strassburg school had good cause to complain of Renan, 
for he had trampled their growing crops. They had just begun to 
arouse some interest, and slowly and surely to exercise an influence 
upon the whole spiritual hfe of France. Sainte-Beuve had called 
attention to the work of Reuss, Colani, Rdville, and Scherer. 

1 Ernest Havet. Professeur an College de France, Jittu dans Vhutmrt Examen 
de la me de Jim far if Renan Extrail de la Revue da deux mondes Fans. 
1863 71 pp 

* Zvxi franxlsache Shmmen vler Renant Lefen-Jau, von Edmond Scherer und 
Atharase Coquerel, d J Em Batrag our Kenntnu da fnmtSniehen Protestantu- 
mus Regensburg. 1864. (Two French utterances m regard to Renan's Life of 
Jesus, by Edmond Scherer and Athanase Coquerel the younger A contribution 
U> the understanding of French Protestantism ) 

’ E. de Fressensd, V&eole critique et Jim-Chrut, i frofos de la me de Jim de 
it Renan 

4 E. do Presscnsi, J/m-Chnit, son temfe, sa me, son teuvre Pans, 1865 684 pp 
In general the plan of this work follows Renan's He divides the Life of Jesus into 
throe periods . 1 The Time of Public Favour , u The Period of Conflict , m The 
Great Week. Death and Victory By way of introduction there is a long essay on 
the supernatural which sets forth the supernaturahstic views of the author 

4 La S u de Jim de Renan devant let orthodox a et devant la critique 1864. 

• T Colani, Pasteur, "Examen de la ne de Jdsus de M Renan," Revue de 

thloleg te Issued separately, Strasbourg-Pans, 1864 74 pp 
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Others of the school were Michel Nicolas of Montauban and 
Gustave d’Eichthal Nefftzer, the editor of the Temps, who was 
at the same time a prophet of coming political events, defended 
their cause in the Parisian liters 17 world The Jievue germamqut 

of that period, the influence of which upon French literature can 
hardly be over-estimated, was their sworn ally Then came Renan 
and thren public opinion into a ferment of excitement Every- 
thing in the nature of criticism, and of progress in religious 
thought, was associated with his name, and was thereby discredited. 
By his untimely and over-easy popularisation of the ideas of the 
critical school he ruined their quiet work The excitement roused 
by bis book swept away all that had been done by those noble and 
lofty spirits, who now found themselves involved m a struggle with 
the outraged orthodoxy of Pans, and were hard put to it to defend 
themselves Even dow n to the present day Renan’s work forms the 
greatest hindrance to any senous advance in French religious thought 
The excitement aroused upon the other side of the Rhine was 
scarcely less than in Pans. Within a year there appeared five 
different German translations, and many of the French cnticisms 
of Renan were also translated 1 The German Catholic press was 
wildly excited,* the Protestant press was more restrained, more 
inclined to give the author a fair hearing, and even ventured to 
express admiration of the histonca! merits of his performance 
Beyschlag* saw in Renan an advance upon Strauss, inasmuch as 
for him the life of Jesus as narrated in the Gospels, while not, 
indeed, m any sense supernatural, is nevertheless historical. For 
a certain school of theology, therefore, Renan was a deliverer from 
Strauss, they were especially grateful to him for his defence, 
sophistical though it was, of the Fourth Gospel. Weisackcr 
expressed his admiration. Strauss, far from directing his Life ot 
Jesus for the German People,” with which he was then occupied, 


1 Lassen*, Das Evangelwm met Rtreaet Munich, 1S64 
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And in weakness? That it is written by one to whom the 
New Testament was to the last something foreign, who had not 
read it from his youth up tn the mother tongue, who was not 
accustomed to breathe freely in its simple and pure world, but 
must perfume it with tentimcntalitj in order to feel lumsclf at 
home in it. 
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THE “LIBERAL” LIVES OF JESUS 

David Friedrich Strauss Das Leben Jesu fdr das deutsche Volk bearbatel (A 
Life of Jesus for the German People ) Leipzig, 1864 631 pp 

Der Chnstus des Glaubens und der Jesus der Gesduchte. Buie Kntik des Schfcrer- 
macherschen Lebenj Jesu. (The Christ of Faith and the Jesus of History, 
a Criticism of Schleiermacher’s Life of Jesus ) Berko 1865 223 pp 

Appendix, pp 224-240 

Der Schenhel’sche Handel in Baden (The Schenkel Affair in Baden ) A 
corrected reprint from Mo 441 of the tfational-Zatmg, of the 21st September 
1864. 

Die Halben und die Gan ten (The Half-way-ers and the Whole- way-ere ) 1863 
Darnel Schenkel. Das CharaUeibild Jesu. (The Portrait of Jesus ) Wiesbaden, 
1864 (ed 1 and 2) 405 pp Fourth edition, with a prelace opposing Strauss's 
" Der alte und der nene Glaube" (The Old Faith and the Men), 1873 

Sari Heinrich Wefzs&cker Untersuchungen liber die evangehsche Geschichte, 
■hre Quellcn und den Gang ihrer EntwicUung (Studies in the Gospel History, 
its Sources and the Progress of us Development ) Gotha, 1864 580 pp 

Helnnch Julius Boltzmann Die synopuseben Evangehen Ihr Ursprung und 
geschichflicher Character (The Synophc Gospels Thar Origin and Historical 
Character ) Leipng, 1863 514 pp 

Theodor Heim. Die Geschichte Jesu von Naxara. (The Histoqr of Jesus of 
Narara.) 3 vols., Znnch , voh 1 , 1867, 446 pp , vol u , 1871, 616 pp , vol 
111 , X87a, 667 pp 

Die Geschichte Jesu. Zanch, 187a 398 pp 

Khrl Ease Geschichte Jesu Nnch aUdemuchen Vorlesunget) (The History of 
Jesus Academic Lectures, revised ) Leipzig, 1876 6x2 pp 

Willibald Boyschlag Das Leben Jesu First Part Preliminary Investigations, 
1885. 450 Second Part Narrative, 1886, 49s pp , and ed . 1887-1888 

Bernhard Weiss Das Leben Jesu. 1st ed , a vols , 1883 , 2nd ed , 1884 Fust 
vol , down to the Baptist's question, 556 pp Second vol , 617 pp 

My hope is, ' writes Strauss in concluding the preface of his new 
Life of Jesus, “that I have written a book as thoroughly well 
adapted for Germans as Renan’s is for Frenchmen” He was 
mistaken, in spite of its title the book was not a book for the 
people. It had nothing new to offer, and what it did offer was 
not m a form calculated to become popular It is true Strauss, 
like Renan, was an artist, but he did not write, like an imaginative 
novelist, with a constant eye to effect. His art was unpretentious, 

*93 13 
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even austere, appealing to the few, not to the many The people 
demand a complete and vivid picture Renan had given them 
-a figure which was theatrical no doubt, but full of life and move- 
ment^ and they had been grateful to him for it Strauss could not 
do that 

Even the arrangement of the work is thoroughly unfortunate 
In the first part; which bears the title “ The Life of Jesus,” he 
attempts to combine into a harmonious portrait such of the 
historical data as have some claim to be considered historical , in 
the second part he traces the “ Origin and Growth of the Mythical 
History of Jesus " First, therefore, he tears down from the tree the 
ivy and the rich growth of creepers, laying bare the worn and 
corroded bark , then he fastens the faded growths to the stem 
again, and describes the nature, origin, and characteristics of each 


distinct species 

How vastly different, how much more full of life, had been the 
work of 1835 ' There Strauss had not divided the creepers from 
the stem. The straining strength which upheld this wealth of 
creepers was but vaguely suspected. Behind the billowy mists of 
legend we caught from time to time a momentary glimpse of the 
gigantic figure of Jesus, as though lit up by a hghtmng-flash 
It was no complete and harmonious picture, but it was full of 
suggestions, nch in thoughts thrown out carelessly, rich m con- 
tradictions even, out of which the imagination could create a 
portrait of Jesus It is just this wealth of suggestion that is 
larking in the second picture Strauss is trying now to give a 
definite portrait In the inevitable process of harmonising and 
modelling to scale he is obliged to reject the finest thoughts of the 
previous work because they will not fit in exactly, some of them 
are altered out of recognition, some are filed away 

There is wanting, too, that perfect freshness as of the spnng 
which is only found nhen thoughts have but ne«W come into 
flower The writing is no longer spontaneous, one feels tna 
Strauss is setting forth thoughts uhich have npened with remind 
and groan old mth it, and now along with their definiteness oi 
form have taken on a certain stiffness There are now no hinted 
possibihtes, full of promise, to dance gaily through the movement 
of his dialectic, all is sober reason— a thought too sober Re " 

of ttjSiJ“ h The n‘di 



STRAUSS’S “POPULAR” LIFE OF JESUS 


*95 


had seen the Hegelian philosophy fall from its high estate, and 
himself had found no way of reconciling history and idea, so that 
his present Life of Jesus was a mere objective presentment of the 
history It was, therefore, not adapted to make any impression 
upon the popular mind 

In reality it is merely an exposition, in more or less popular 
form, of the writer’s estimate of what had been done in the study 
of the subject during the past thirty years, and shows what he 
had learnt and what he had failed to learn. 


As regards the Synoptic question he had learnt nothing In 
his opinion the criticism of the Gospels has “run to seed " He treats 
with a pitying contempt both the earlier and the more recent 
defenders of the Marcan hypothesis Weisse is a dilettante; 
Wilke had failed to make any impression on him, Holtzmann’s 
work was as yet unknown to him. But in the following year he 
discharged the vials of his wrath upon the man who had both 
strengthened the foundations and put on the coping-stone of the 
new hypothesis “ Our lions of St Mark, older and younger,” he 
says m the appendix to his criticism of Schleiermacher’s Life of Jesus, 
“may roar as loud as they like, so long as there are six solid reasons 
against the priority of Mark to set against every one of their flimsy 
arguments m its favour — and they themselves supply us with a store 
of counter-arguments in the shape of admissions of later editing and 
so forth The whole theory appears to me a temporary aberration, 
like the * music of the future ’ or the anti-vacciiiation movement ; 
and I seriously believe that it is the same order of mind which, m 
different circumstances, falls a victim to the one delusion or the 
other.” But he must not be supposed, he says, to take the 
critical mole-hills thrown up by Holtemann for veritable mountains 

Against such opponents he does not scruple to seek aid from 
Schleiermacher, whose unbiased but decided opinion had ascribed 
a tertiary character to Mark. Even Gfrorer’s view that Mark 
adapted his Gospel to the needs of the Church by leaving out 
everything which was open to objection in Matthew and T.ny .» ls 
good enough to be brought to bear against the bat-eyed partisans of 
Mark. F. C Baur is reproached for having given too much v. eight 
to the “tendency” theory m his cnucism of the Gospels, and also 
for having taken suggestions of Strauss’s and worked them out, 
supposing that he was offering something new when he was really 
only amplifying In the end he had only given a criticism of the 
Gospels, not of the Gospel history. 

But this irritation against his old teacher is immediately allayed 
when he comes to speak of the Fourth Gospel Here the teacher 
has earned to a successful issue the campaign which the pupil bad 
begun Strauss feels compelled to “express his gratitude for the 
work done by the Tubingen school on the Johannine question." 
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He himself had only been able to deal with the negative side of 
the question — to show that the Fourth Gospel was not an histoncal 
source, but a theological invention , they had dealt with it positively, 
and had assigned the document to its proper place in the evolution 
of Christian thought There is only one point with which be 
quarrels Baur had made the Fourth Gospel too completely 
spiritual, “whereas the fact is," says Strauss, “that it is the most 
material of all” It is true, Strauss explains, that the Evangelist 
starts out to inteipret miracle and eschatology symbolically , but 
he halts half-way and falls back upon the miraculous, enhancing 
the professed fact m proportion as he makes it spiritually more 
significant Beside the spiritual return of Jesus in the Paiadete 
he places His return in a material body, bearing the marks of die 
wounds, beside the inward present judgment; a future outward 
judgment; and the fact that he sees the one in the other, finds 
the one present and visible in the other, is just what constitutes the 
mystical character of his Gospel This mysticism attracts the 
modem world. “The Johannme Christ, who in His descriptions 
of Himself seems to be always outdoing Himself, is the counter- 
part of the modem believer, who in order to remain a believer 
must continually out-do himself, the Johannme miracles which 
are always being interpreted spiritually, and at the same time 
raised to a higher pitch of the miraculous, which are counted 
and documented in every possible way, and yet must not be 
considered the true ground of faith, are at once miracles and 
no mira cles . We must believe them, and yet can believe without 
them , in short they exactly mat the taste of the present day, which 
deli ghts to involve itself in contradictions and is too lethargic and 
wanting in courage for any dear insight or decided opinion on 


religious matters " _ , - 

Strictly speaking, however, the Strauss of the second laic o 
Jesus has no tight to criticise the Fourth Gospel for sublimating the 
history, for he himself gives what is nothing else than a spmtual 
isafaon of the Jesus of the Synoptics And he does it in such an 
arbitrary fashion that one is compelled to ask how far he does it 
with a good conscience A typical case is the exposition of Jesus 
answer to the Baptist’s message. “Is it possible,’ Jesu* 

“that you fail to find in Me the miracles which you expect m>m 
the Messiah ? And yet I daily open the eyes of the qnrtmg 
blind and the ears of the spiritually deaf, make the Iarae ^ k f!j 
and vigorous, and even give new life to those who are 
Anv one who understands how much greater these spmtual mirades 
aref writ not be offended at the absence of bodily miracles, aly 
STS one can receive, and is worthy <* the salvation which I 

“ -a— of h» *■“ 
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The vaunted apparatus for the evaporation of the mythical does 
not work quite satisfactorily The ultimate product of this process 
was expected to be a Jesus who should be essential man, the 
actual product, however, is Jesus the historical man, a being whose 
looks and sayings are strange and unfamiliar Strauss is too 
purely a cntic, too little of the creative historian, to recognise this 
strange being That Jesus really lived in a world of Jewish ideas 
and held Himself to be Messiah in the Jewish sense is for the 
writer of the Life of Jesus an impossibility. The deposit which 
resists the chemical process for the elimination of myth, he must 
therefore break up with the hammer 

How different from the Strauss of 1 835 1 He had then recognised 
eschatology as the most important element m Jesus’ world of 
thought, and m some incidental remarks had made striking applica- 
tions of it He had, for example, proposed to regard the Last 
Supper not as the institution of a feast for coming generations, but 
as a Paschal meal, at which Jesus declared that He would next 
partake of the Paschal bread and Paschal nine along with His 
disciples in the heavenly kingdom. In the second Life of Jesus 
this view is given up; Jesus did found a feast “In order to give 
a living centre of unity to the society which it was His purpose to 
found, Jesus desired to institute this distribution of bread and wine 
as a feast to be constantly repeated” One might be reading 
Renan. This change of attitude is typical of much else. 

Strauss is not m the least disquieted by finding himself at one 
with Schleiermacher m these attempts to spiritualise. On the 
contrary, he appeals to him. He shares, he says, Schleiermacher's 
conviction “that the unique self- consciousness of Jesus did not 
develop as a consequence of His conviction that He was the 
Messiah, on the contrary, it was a consequence of His self- 
consciousness that He arrived at the view that the Messianic 
prophecies could point to no one but Himself” The moment 
eschatology entered into the consciousness of Jesus it came m 
contact with a higher principle which over-mastered it and gradually 
dissolved it “ Had Jesus applied the Messianic idea to Himself 
before He had had a profound religious consciousness to which 
to relate it, doubtless it would have taken possession of Him so 
powerfully that He could never have escaped from its influence ” 
We must suppose the ideality, the concentration upon that which 
was inward, the determination to separate religion, on the one 
hand, from politics, and on the other, from ntual, the serene 
consciousness of being able to attain to peace with God and with 
Himself by purely spiritual means — all this we must suppose to 
have reached a certain ripeness, a certain security, in the mind of 
Jesus, before He permitted Himself to entertain the thought of His 
Messtahship, and this we may bebeve is the reason why He grasped 
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it in so independent and individual a fashion In this, therefore! 
Strauss has become the pupil of Weisse 

Even m the Old Testament prophecies, he explains, tie find 
two conceptions, a more ideal and a more practical Jesus holds 
consistently to the first, He descnbes Himself as the Son of Man 
because this designation “ contains the suggestion of humility and 
lowliness, of the human and natural" At Jerusalem, Jesus, m 
giving His interpretation of Psalm cx., "made merry over the 
Davidic descent of the Messiah ” He desired “to be Messiah m 
the sense of a patient teacher exercising a quiet influence.” As 
the opposition of the people grew more intense, He took up some 
of the features of Isaiah lui into His conception of the Messiah 
Of His resurrection, Jesus can only have spoken in a meta 
phoncal sense It is hardly credible that one who was pure man 
could have arrogated to himself the position of judge of the world 
Strauss would like best to ascribe all the eschatology to the distorting 
medium of early Christianity, but he does not venture to cany 
this through with logical consistency He takes it as certain, 
however, that Jesus, even though it sometimes seems as if He did 
not expect the Kingdom to be realised in the present, but m a 
future* world-era, and to be brought about by God in a super- 
natural fashion, nevertheless sets about the establishment of the 


Kingdom by purely spiritual influence 

With this end in view He leaves Galilee, when He judges the 
time to be ripe, in order to work on a larger scale “In case of an 
unfavourable issue* He reckons on the influence which a martyr- 
death has never failed to exerase in giving momentum to a lofty 
idea” How far He had advanced, when He entered on the 
fateful journey to Jerusalem, in shaping His plan, and especially 
in organising the company of adherents who had gathered abou 
Him, it is impossible to determine with any exactness He 
permitted the triumphal entry because He did not deBire to 
decline the r 61 e of the Messiah in every aspect of it 

Owing to this arbitrary spiritualisation of the Synoptic Jesus, 
Strauss’s picture is m essence much more unhistoncal than -Kenans 
The latter had not needed to deny that Jesus had done mm • 
and he had been able to suggest an explanation of how Jesus came 
in the end to fall back upon the eschatological system 1 of ideas 
But at what a price 1 By portraying Jesus as at vamnce * 
Himself, a hero broken in spirit This pnce a 1 too high fa 
Strauss Arbitrary as his treatment of history is, he never 
intuitive feeling that in Jesus’ self-consciousness there > 
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throughout life, but that He “is manifestly a beautiful nature from 
the first.” Thus, for all Strauss’s awkward, arbitrary handling of 
the history he is greater than the rival 1 who could manufacture 
history with such skill 

Nevertheless, from the point of view of theological science* 
this work marks a standstill That was the net result of the thirty 
years of critical study of the life of Jesus for the man who had 
inaugurated it so impressively This was the only fruit which 
followed those blossoms so full of promise of the first Life of Jesus 

It is significant that in the same year there appeared Schleier- 
macher’s lectures on the Life of Jesus, which had not seen the 
light for forty years, because, as Strauss himself remarked in his 
criticism of the resurrected work, it had neither anodyne nor 
dressing for the wounds which his first Life of Jesus had made 3 
The wounds, however, had cicatnsed m the meantime It is true 
Strauss is a just judge, and makes ample acknowledgment of the 
greatness of Schleiermacher’s achievement 8 He blames Schleier- 
macher for setting up his “ presuppositions in regard to Christ ” as 
an historical canon, and considering it a proof that a statement is 
unhistoncal if it does not square with those presuppositions But 
does not the purely human, but to a certain extent unhistoncal, 
man, who is to be the ultimate product of the process of eliminating 
myth, serve Strauss as his "theoretic Christ” who determines the 
presentment of his historical Jesus? Does he not share with 
Schleiermacher the erroneous, artificial, “double” construction of 
the consciousness of Jesus? And what about their views of 
Mark? What fundamental difference is there, when all is said, 
betw een Schleiermacher’s de-rationahsed life of Jesus and Strauss's ? 
Certainly this second Life of Jesus would not have frightened 
Schleiermacher’s away into hiding for thirty years 

So Schleiermacher’s Life of Jesus might now safely venture 

1 Stratus's second Life of Jesus appeared u French in 1864 

* " I can now say without incurring the reproach of self-glorification, and almost 
without needing to fear contradiction, that if my Life of Jesus had not appeared in 
the year after Schleiermacher’s death, his would not have been withheld for so long 
Up to that tune H would have been hailed by the theological world as n deliverer ; 
bat for the wounds which my work inflicted an the theology of the day, it had neither 
anodyne nor dressing , nay, it displayed the author as m a measure responsible for 
the disaster, for the waters which he had admitted drop by drop were now, in defiance 
of his prudent resen ntions, pounng m like a flood.” — From the Introduction to The 
Christ of Tank and tie Jesus of History, 1865 

* "Now that Schleiermacher's Life of Jesus at last lies before us in print, all 

parties con gather about it u heartfelt rejoicing The appearance of a work by 
Schleiermacher is always an enrichment to literature. Any product of a mind like 
bis cannot fail to shed light and hie on the minds of others And of works of this 
kind our theological literature has certainly in these days no superfluity Where the 
living are for the most part as it were dead, it is meet that the dead should arise and 
bear witness These lectures of Schleiermacher s, when compared with the work of 
hu, pupils, show dearly that the great theologian has let fall upon them only his 
mantle and not hu spun ” — Hid 1 
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forth into the light There was no reason why it should feel itself 
a stranger at this period, and it had no need to be ashamed of 
itself Its rationalistic birth-marks were concealed by its brilliant 
dialectic 1 And the only real advance m the meantime was the 
general recognition that the Life of Jesus was not to be inter- 
preted on rationalistic^ but on historical lines All other, more 
definite, historical results had proved more or less illusory, there 
is no vitality in them The works of Renan, Straus^ Schenkel, 
Weizsacker, and Keim are in essence only different ways of 
carrying out a single ground-plan To read them one after 
another is to be simply appalled at the stereotyped umfoimity 
of the world of thought m which they they mote You feel that you 
have tead exactly the same thing m the others, almost in identical 
phrases To obtain the workB of Schenkel and Weizsacker 
you only need to weaken down in Strauss the sharp discnmma 
tion between John and the Synoptists so far as to allow of the 
Fourth Gospel being used to some extent as an histoncal source 
“in the higher sense,” and to put the hypothesis of the pnonty 
of Mark m place of the Tubingen view adopted by Strauss The 
latter is an external operation and does not essentially modify the 
view of the Life of Jesus, since by admitting the Johannine scheme 
the Marcan plan is again disturbed, and Strauss’s arbitrary 
spiritualisation of the Synoptics comes to something not veiy 
different from the acceptance of that “in a higher sense histoncal 
Gospel ” alongside of them The whole discussion regarding the 
sources is only loosely connected with the process of arriving at 
the portrait of Jesus, since this portrait is fixed from the first, being 
determined by the mental atmosphere and religious horizon of the 
’sixties They all portray the Jesus of liberal theology, the only 
difference is that one is a little more conscientious in hrs colouring 
than another, and one perhaps has a little more taste than another. 


or is less concerned about the consequences 

The desire to escape in some way from the alternative between 
the Synoptists and John was native to the Marcan hypoftesis 
Weisse had endeavoured to effect this by distinguishing between 
the sources in the Fourth Gospel * Schenkel and Weizsacker are 

i The lines of Sehtaerraaeher’s wort were followed by Bunsen 
forms vo). it of his Bthetuxri (Edited by Boltzmann, 1863 1 ) He accepts 
Fourth Gospel as an historical source and treats the wriHr? 

Kittled Christian Karl Josias von Bunsen, Nan m ‘ J? m 

STrSSnSff and philology, and gradually 
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more modest. They do not feel the need of any clear literary 
view of the Fourth Gospel, of any critical discrimination between 
original and secondary elements in it , they are content to use as 
historical whatever their instinct leads them to accept “ Apart 
from die fourth Gospel,” says Schenkel, "we should miss in the 
pro trait of the Redeemer the unfathomable depths and the 
inaccessible heights” “Jesus,” to quote his aphorism, "was not 
always thus in reality, but He was so in truth ” Since when have 
historians had the right to distinguish between reality and truth? 
That was one of the bad habits ahich the author of this character- 
isation of Jesus brought with him from his earlier dogmatic 
training 

Weizsacker 1 expresses himself with more circumspection “We 
possess,” he says, “in the Fourth Gospel genuine apostolic 
reminiscences as much as in any part of the first three Gospels; 
but between the facts on which the reminiscences are based and 
their reproduction in literary form there lies the development of 
their possessor into a great mystic, and the influence of a philosophy 
which here for the first time umted itself in this way with the 
Gospel, they need, therefore, to be critically examined; and the 
historical truth of this gospel, great as it is, must not be measured 
with a painful literalrty.” 

One wonders why both these writers appeal to Holtzmann, 
seeing that they practically abandon the Mar can plan which he 
had worked out at the end of his very thorough examination of 
this Gospel They do not accept as sufficient the controversy 
regarding the ceremonial regulations in Mark vu. which, with the 
rejection at Nazareth, constitute, in HoJtzmann’s view, the turning- 
point of the Galilaean ministry, but find the cause of the change of 
attitude on the part of the people rather in the Johanmne discourse 
about eating and drinking the flesh and blood of the Son of Man. 
The section Mark x.— xv , which has a certain unity, they interpret 
in the light of the Johanmne tradition, finding in it traces of a 
previous ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem and interweaving with it 
the Johanmne story of the Passion According to Schenkel the 
last visit to Jerusalem must have been of considerable duration 
When confronted mth John, the admission may be wrung from the 
Synoptists that Jesus did not travel straight through Jencho to the 
capital, but worked first for a considerable time in Jndaea Strauss 

a Jerusalem source and a Galilaean source, the latter being unreliable. Dot 
Evangtlium Johanna tuuh mncm tnnertn lYerte und inner Bedeutltng fur das Lelen 
Jesa, 1841 (The Gospel of John considered in Relation to its Intrinsic Value and its 
Importance as a Source for the Life of Jesus J See p 127 f Renan takes the 
narrative portions as authentic and the discourses as secondary 

1 Karl Heinnch Weusacher was bom in 1822 at Ohnngen in WUnemberg 
He qualified ns Pnvnt-Docent in 1847 and, after acting m the meantime as Court- 
Chaplain and ObcrLonsistonalrat at Stuttgart, became in 1861 the successor of 
Barn at TQbingen, He died m x8gg 
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tartly observes that he cannot see what the author of the 
"characterisation” stood to gain by underwriting Boltzmann's 
Marcan hypothesis 1 

Weizsacker is still bolder in making inteipolations from the 
Johannine tradition He places the cleansing of the Temple, m 
contradiction to Mark, in the early period of Jesus’ ministry, on the 
ground that "it bears the character of a first appearance, a bold 
deed with which to open His career.” He fails to observe^ 
however, that if this act really took place at this point of tune, the 
whole development of the life of Jesus which Holtzmann had so 
ingeniously traced m Mark, is at once thrown into confiision In 
describing the last visit to Jerusalem, Weizsacker is not content to 
insert the Marcan stones into the Johannine cement; he goes 
farther and expressly states that the great farewell discourses of 
Jesus to His disciples agree with the Synoptic discourses to the 
disciples spoken during the last days, however completely they of 
all others bear the peculiar stamp of the Johannine diction 

Thus in the second penod of the Marcan hypothesis the same 
spectacle meets us as in the earlier The hypothesis has a literary 
existence, indeed it is earned by Holtzmann to such a degree of 
demonstration that it can no longer be called a mere hypothesis 
but it does not succeed m winning an assured position in the 
critical study of the Life of Jesus It is common-land not jet 


taken into cultivation 

That is due in no small measure to the fact that Holtzmann 
did not work out the hypothesis from the historical side, but rather 
on literary lines, recalling Wilke— as a kind of problem m Synoptic 
arithmetic — and in his preface expresses dissent from the Tubingen 
school, who desired to leave no alternative between John on the 
one side and the Synoptics on the other, whereas he approves the 
attempt to evade the dilemma in some way or other, and thinks 
he can find m the didactic narrative of the Fourth Gospel the 
traces of a development of Jesus similar to that portrayed in the 
Synoptics, and has therefore no fundamental objection to the use 
of John alongside of the Synoptics In taking up this position, 
however, he does not desire to be understood as meanmgttiat 
would be to the interests of science to throw Synoptic and Johannine 
oassaces tosether indiscriminately and thus construct a lue 
rS out ?to » “It would be much better first to reconstruct 
separately the Synoptic and Johannine pictures ofChmit, co^posi g 
each of its own distinctive material It is only when Mis has bee 
dime that it is possible to make * JhmtM empum' oft* ^ 
Exactly the same position had been taken up sixty-seven 

Mark without any reference to John 
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before by Herder In Holtzmann’s case, however, the principle 
was stated with so many qualifications that the adherents of his view 
read into it the permission to combine* in a picture treated “in the 
grand style,” Synoptic with Johanmne passages. 

In addition to this, the plan which Holtzmann finally evolved 
out of Mark was much too fine-drawn to bear the weight of the 
remainder of the Synoptic material He distinguishes seven stages 
m the Gahlaean ministry, 1 of which the really decisive one is the 
sixth, in which Jesus leaves Galilee and goes northward, so that 
Schenkel and Weizsacker are justified in distinguishing practically 
only two great Gahlaean periods, the first of which — down to 
the controversy about ceremonial purity — they distinguish as the 
period of success, the second — down to the departure from Jndaea 
— as the period of decline. What attracted these writers to the 
Marcan hypothesis was not so much the authentication which it 
gave to the detail of Mark, though they were willing enough to 
accept that, but the way in which this Gospel lent itself to die 
a priori view of the course of the life of Jesus which they 
unconsciously brought with them. They appealed to Holtzmann 
because he showed such wonderful skill m extracting from the 
Marcan narrative the view which commended itself to the spirit of 
the age as manifested in the ’sixties 


Holtzmann read into this Gospel that Jesus had endeavoured 
in Gahlee to found the Kingdom of God in an ideal sense j that 
He concealed His consciousness of being the Messiah, which was 
constantly growing more assured, until His followers should have 
attained by inner enlightenment to a higher view of the Kingdom 
of God and of the Messiah; that almost at the end of His 
Gahlaean ministry He declared Himself to them as the Messiah 
at Caesarea Philippi j that on the same occasion He at once began 
to picture to them a suffering Messiah, whose lineaments gradually 
became more and more distinct in His mind amid the growing 
opposition which He encountered, until finally, He communicated 
to His disciples His decision to put the Messianic cause to the 
test in the capital, and that they followed Him thither and saw 
how His fate fulfilled itself. It was this fundamental view which 
made the success of the hypothesis Holtzmann, not less than his 
followeis, believed that he bad discovered it in the Gospel itself, 
although Strauss, die passionate opponent of the Marcan hypothesis, 
reok essentially the same view of the development of Jesus' thought 
But the way m which Holtzmann exhibited this characteristic 
view of the ’sixties as arising naturally out of the detail of 
Mark, was so perfect, so artistically charming, that this view 
appeared henceforward to be inseparably bound up with the 

* ft * 1 “?. T “ ,u 6 • 3 " Mark ,n * > 4. Mark in 19-ir. 34 ; 

5* olark w 35-Yi 6. 6, Mark yi 7-Tti 37. 7, Mark mi t~ix 50 
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Marcan tradition Scarcely ever has a description of the life of 
Jesus exercised so irresistible an influence as that short outline — 
it embraces scarcely tuenty pages — with which Holtzmann closes 
his examination of the Synoptic Gospels This chapter became 
the creed and catechism of all who handled the subject dunng the 
following decades The treatment of the life of Jesus had to 
follow the lines here laid down until the Marcan hypothesis was 
delivered from its bondage to that a pnon view of the develop- 
ment of Jesus Until then any one might appeal to the Marcan 
hypothesis, meaning thereby only that general view of the inward 
and outward course of development in the hfe of Jesus, and 
might treat the remainder of the Synoptic material how he chose, 
combining with it, at his pleasure, material drawn from John 
The victory, therefore, belonged, not to the Marcan hypothesis pure 
and simple, but to the Marcan hypothesis as psychologically 


interpreted by a liberal theology 

The points of distinction between the Weissian and the new 
interpretation are as follows: — Weisse is sceptical as regards the 
detail, the new Marcan hypothesis ventures to base conclusions 
even upon incidental remarks m the text. According to Weisse 
there were not distinct periods of success and failure in the ministry 
of Jesus, the new Marcan hypothesis confidently affirms this dis- 
tinction, and goes so far as to place the sojourn of Jesus in the parts 
beyond Galilee under the heading “Flights and Retirements 
The earlier Marcan hypothesis expressly denies that outwanl 
circumstances influenced the resolve of Jesus to die, according to 
the later, it was the opposition of the people, and the impossibility 
of carrying out His mission on other lines which forced Him to 
enter on the path of suffering.* The Jesus of Weisse’s view has 

l Holumann, Kemaentar m den Sjnof/iient, 1889, p 184 The form of the 

«as foreseen and predicted by Jesus Himself with et er-growing eXtaxnea " J* *“* 
taSTlso that which -done was worth, -rftMla* 
necessary as hemg foreseen P^emuned in the “““riof God-™“““ 
ofthePhtnsccs and the Indifference ,£% 5 £t»e««re 

an outward show of virtue, a hypoen Ural areo^met Messianic expectation* 

opponents — 0 man who, to aU appeanma. «mrf «* 

oPSe people for his own ends, nnd a hwarjy „ Ujcertam that the 
sensitiveto their mftingem ent as < ug that eren » 

breach must soon become irreparable H was «sy Hjm danger of 

Galilee only n minority of the bsve BT erted thu death sentence 

s£h a breih There was only we «'^^ unblguous demon- 

which had been early' **“““£* ' “'’^^Tpro^e such demonstrauonsjesn* 

ssK£ff * c®— 
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completed His development at the time of His appearance; the 
Jesus of the new interpretation of Mark continues to develop m 
the course of His public ministry. 

There is complete agreement, however, in the rejection of 
eschatology. For Holtzmann, Schenkel, and Weizsacker, as for 
Weisse, Jesus desires “to found an inward kingdom of repent- 
ance;” 1 It was Israel's duty, according to Schenkel, to believe 
m the presence of the Kingdom which Jesus proclaimed. John 
the Baptist was unable to believe in it, and it was for this reason 
that Jesus censured him — for it is in this sense that Schenkel 
understands the saying about the greatest among those born of 
women who is nevertheless the least m the Kingdom of Heaven. 
“So near the light and yet shutting his eyes to its beams — is there 
not some blame here:, an undeniable lack of spiritual and moral 
receptivity ? " 

Jesus makes Messianic claims only m a spiritual sense. He 
does not grasp at super-human glory; it is His purpose to bear 
the sm of the whole people, and He undergoes baptism “as a 
humble member of the national community ” 

His whole teaching consists, when once He Himself has 
attained to dear consciousness of His vocation, m a constant 
struggle to root out from the hearts of His disciples their theocratic 
hopes and to effect a transformation of their traditional Messianic 
ideas When, on Simon’s hading Him as the Messiah, He declares 
that flesh and blood has not revealed it to him, He means, accord- 
ing to Schenkel, “that Simon has at tins moment overcome the 
false Messianic ideas, and has recognised in Him the ethical and 
spiritual deliverer of Israel * 

“That Jesus predicted a personal, bodily, Second Coming; in 
the brightness of His heavenly splendour and surrounded by the 
heavenly hosts, to estabksh an earthly kingdom, is not only not 
proved, it is absolutely impossible.” His purpose is to establish a 
community of which His disciples are to be the foundation, and by 
means of this community to bnng about the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. He can, therefore, only have spoken of His 
return as an impersonal return in the Spirit The later exponents 
of the Marcan view were no doubt generally uidmed to regard the 
return as personal and corporeal. For Schenkel, however; it is 
historically certain that the real meaning of the eschatological 


conree, which from any ordinary point of view of human policy would have been 
legitimate, because the only practicable one. was the sole sufficient and all-explaining 
owe of His destruction Holtonann, Die synefftsehen Evangdien, 1863, pp 485. 

* " Ein innerhches Reich der Sranesanderong ” ■■ Stnnesknderung " corresponds 

“ repentance" to the Greet jurdvote {change of mind, change of 
bu 5 b no less elliptical m German than in English The meaning 

^ 5C ' 3 upon le J*ntsnce, consisting of those who bare fulfiDed 
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discourses is more faithfully preserved m the Fourth Gospel than 
m the Synoptics. 

In his anxiety to eliminate any enthusiastic elements from the 
representation of Jesus, he ends by draiwng a bourgeois Messiah 
whom he might have extracted from the old-fashioned rationalistic 
work of the worthy Rcinhnrd He feels bound to save the credit 
of Jesus by showing that the entiy into Jerusalem was not intended 
as n provocation to the government “ It is only by making this 
supposition,” he explains, “that we avoid casting a Blur upon the 
character of Jesus. It was certainly a constant trait m His 
character that He never unnecessarily exposed Himself to danger, 
and never, except for the most pressing reasons, did He give 
any support to the suspicions which were ansing against Him, 
He avoided provoking His opponents to drastic measures by 
any overt act directed against them ” Even the deansing of 
the Temple was not an act of violence but merely an attempt 


at. reform. 

Schcnkcl is able to give these explanations because he knows 
the most secret thoughts of Jesus and is therefore no longer bound 
to the text He knows, for example, that immediately after His 
baptism He attained to the knowledge “ that the way of the Law 
was no longer the way of salvation for His people" Jesus cannot 
therefore have uttered the saying about the permanence of me 
Law in Mark v x8 In the controversies about the Sabbath He 
proclaims freedom of worship ” , 

As time went on, He began to take the heathen world into 
the scope of His purpose. “The hard saying addressed to the 
Can aa n ite woman represents rather the proud and exclusive 
spirit of Pharisaism than the spirit of Jesus” It was a test o 
faith, the success of which had a decisive influence upon Jesus- 
attitude towards the heathen. Henceforth it is obvious that He 
is favourably disposed towards them He travels through Samara 
and establishes a community there. In Jerusalem Be openly cans 
♦he heathen to Him At certain feasts which they had anangea 
for that purpose, some of the leaders of the peopleset a«p 
p.m, and betrayed Him into liberal sayings in regard to the Gent 

vvhidi seated Hi f development 0 f the Master, who, areord- 

to Schenkel, "saw with a clea? eye into the future h'Storyofthe 
worid” and knew that the foil of Jerusalem musttake pUcem 
order to close the theocratic era and give 9jL ntlI “ fl foun( j 
to the universal community of Christians which He was a 

?This period He described as the period of His coming, as m a 

sense His Second Advent upon . Weusacker in ha 

The same general procedure is followed by WemsacKsr 
“Gospel History,” though his work is of a much higher q 
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than Schenkel’s His account of the sources is one of the clearest 
that has ever been written. In the description of the life of Jesus, 
however, the unhesitating combination of material from the Fourth 
Gospel with that of the Synoptics rather confuses the picture. 
And whereas Renan only offers the results of the completed process, 
Weizsacker works out his, it might almost be said, under the eyes of 
the reader, which makes the arbitrary character of the proceeding 
only the more obvious But m his attitude towards the sources 
Weizsacker is wholly free from the irresponsible capnce in which 
Schenkel indulges. From time to time, too, he gives a hint of 
unsolved problems in the background. For example^ m treating 
of the declaration of Jesus to His judges that He would come as 
the Son of Man upon the clouds of heaven, he remarks how sur- 
pnsmg it is that Jesus could so often have used the designation 
Son of Man on earlier occasions without being accused of claiming 
the Messiahship It is true that this is a mere scraping of the keel 
upon a sandbank, by which the steersman does not allow himself to 
be turned from his course, for Weizsacker concludes that the name 
Son of Man, m spite of its use in Daniel, "had not become a 
generally current or really popular designation of the Messiah ” 
But even this faint suspicion of the difficulty is a welcome sign. 
Much emphasis, in fact, in practice rather too much emphasis, is 
laid on the principle that m the great discourses of Jesus the 
structure is not historical, they are only collections of sayings 
formed to meet the needs of the Christian community in later 
times. In this Weizsacker is sometimes not less arbitrary than 
Schenkel, who represents the Lord's Prayer as given by Jesus to 
the disciples only in the last days at Jerusalem It was an axiom 
of the school that Jesus could not have delivered discourses such 
as the Evangelists record 

If Schenkel’s picture of Jesus' character attracted much more 
attention than Weizsacker’s work, that is mainly due to the art of 
lively popular presentation by which it is distinguished. The 
writer knows well how to keep the reader’s interest awake by the 
use of exciting headlines Catchwords abound, and arrest the 
ear, for they are the catchwords about which the religious con- 
troversies of the time revolved. There is never far to look for the 
moral of the history, and the Jesus here portrayed can be imaging 
plunging into the midst of the debates m any ministerial conference. 
The moralising, it must be admitted, sometimes becomes the 
occasion of the feeblest ineptitudes. Jesus sent out His disciples 
tw o and two ; this us for Schenkel a marvellous exhibition of wisdom. 
The Lord designed, thereby, to show that in His opinion "nothing 
is more mimical to the interests of the Kingdom of God than in- 
dividualism, self-will, self - pleasing ” Schenkel entirely fails to 
recognise the superb irony of the saying that in this life all that a 
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man gives up for the sake of the Kingdom of God is repaid a 
hundredfold in persecutions, in order that m the Coming Age he 
may receive eternal life as his reward He interpreted it as 
meaning that the sufferer shall be compensated by love, bis 
fellow-Chnsbans will endeavour to make it up to him, and will 
offer him their own possessions so freely that, in consequence of 
this brotherly love, he will soon have, for the house which he has 
lost, a hundred houses, for the lost sisters, brothers, and so forth, 
a hundred sisters, a Hundred brothers, a hundred father^ a 
hundred mothers, a hundred farms Schenkel forgets to add that, 
if this is to be the interpretation of the saying, the persecuted 
man must also receive through this compensating love; a hundred 
wives. 1 

This want of insight into the largeness, the startling originality, 
the self-contradictonness, and the temble irony in the thought of 
Jesus, is not a peculiarity of Schenkel’s ; it is characteristic of all the 
liberal Lives of Jesus from Strauss’s down to Oskar Holtzmann’s 1 
How could it be otherwise? They had to transpose a way of en- 
visaging the world which belonged to a hero and a dreamer to the 
riinnp of thought of a rational bourgeois religion. But in Schenkel’s 
representation, with its popular appeal, this banality is particularly 


obtrusive , „„„ 

In the end, however, what made the success of the book was 
not its popular characteristics, whether good or bad, but the enmity 
which it drew down upon the author The Basle Pnvat Docent 
who, m his work of 1839, had congratulated the Zunchers on having 
rejected Strauss, now, as Professor and Director of the^Seromaiy at 
Heidelberg, came very near being adjudged worthy of the martyrt 
crown himself He had been at Heidelberg since 1851, 
holding for a short time De Wette’s chair at Basle At his fast 
coming a mildly reactionary theology might have claimed him as 
its owl He gave ,t a right to do so by the way in which he 
worked against the philosopher, Kuno Fischer, in ' he High . , 

sistory But in the struggles over the constitution of the Cb 
to changed h,s position As a defender of the ngbtetf the 
laity he ranged himself on the more liberal side After n 
St victory in the General Synod of 1861, m which thenew 
Kitution^of the Church was established, he wiled a Gem^ 
Protestant assembly at Frankfort, m order t ° se °" gg an( j 
movement for Church reform. This assembly met m 3, 

1Cd When 

1 Omitted in some of the best texts F C B 
1 pslatf Holtsmano, DailjbtaJi m, Jjn*- 
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In a lecture at Leipag, 1 “has aroused a painful interest We 
had learnt to know him in many aspects; we were not prepared 
for such an apostasy from his own past How long is it since 
he brought about the dismissal of Kuno Fischer from Heidelberg 
because he saw in the pantheism of this philosopher a danger 
to Church and State? It is still fresh in our memory that it was 
he who in the year iBja drew up the report of the Theological 
Faculty of Heidelberg upon the ecclesiastical controversy raised by 
Fastor Dulou at Bremen, in which he denied Dulon’s Christianity 
on the ground that he had assailed the doctrines of original sin, of 
justification hy faith, of a living and personal God, of the eternal 
Divine Senship of Chnst, of the Kingdom of God, and of the 
credibility of the holy Scriptures,” And now this same Schenkel 


was misusing the Life of Jesus as a weapon m 11 party polemics ” I 
The agitation against him was engineered from Berlin, where 
his successful attack upon the illiberal constitution of the Church 
had not been forgiven One hundred and seventeen Baden clerics 
signed a protest declaring the author unfitted to hold office as a 
theological teacher m the Baden Church Throughout the whole 
of Germany the pastors agitated against him It was especially 
demanded that he should be immediately removed from his post 
asDnector of the Seminary. A counter-protest was issued by the 
Mach Conference m the July of 1864, in which Bluntschh and 
Hotaann vigorously defended him. The Ecclesiastical Council 
“ported bun, and the storm gradually died away, especially 
whea Schenkel m two "Defences” skilfully softeued down the 
impression made by his work, and endeavonred to quiet the public 
* htkd ^ “> * »■« 

P^non rf die prospective martyr was not rendered any 

ScUeienmrW *? ,PP “ d “ 10 h “ O' 160 ™ of 

^Merermacherti Life of Jesus he settled accounts with his old 

2 n ° Sd “ hfic ™ 1 “ tMever a the 

k- None of the ideas developed m it are new One might 


Motaftaomwitsoft tew. 
MuoliWach iifuwer FnaLm! 'S*™ 1 ^ Ltll ^ nlt was bora in 1833 

■iS^sasGsassKLSSffl 
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SJkLk ^ “ that the conclusions which have w 
b A “"I* 3 d0Wn the Neckar from Tubingen to hS 
S* i had been Salva sed by Herr Schenkel— in a some 
wcnmnrafpH ? I * t “?? ted condition, it must be admitted— and 
incorporated into the edifice w hich he was constructing '* Further 

dhfra^r CnS h re h thE b r ° k f ° r « wsu,t of frankncss > «s half-and-half 
character, which manifests itself especially m the nay in which the 

author clings to orthodox phraseology "Over and over again he 
gpves criticism with one hand all that it can possibly ask, and then 
takes back with the other whatever the interests of faith seem to 
demand , with the constant result that what is taken back is far 
too much for criticism and not nearly enough for faith " "In the 
future," he concludes, "it will be said of the seven hundred 
Durlachers that they fought like paladins to prevent the enemy 
from capturing a standard which was really nothing but a patched 
dish-clout ” or 


Schenkel died in 1885 after severe suffenngs As a critic he 
Jacked independency and was, therefore, olwaj's inclined to com* 
promises, in controversy he was vehement Though he did 
nothing remarkable in theology, German Protestantism owes him 
a vast debt for acting as its tribune in the ’sixties. 

That was the last time that any popular excitement was aroused 
m connexion with the critical study of the life of Jesus, and it 
was a mere storm m a tea-cup. Moreover, it was the man and not 
his work that aroused the excitement Henceforth public opinion 
was almost entirely indifferent to anything which appeared in this 
department The great fundamental question whether historical 
criticism was to be applied to the life of Jesus had been decided 
in connexion with Strauss’s first w ork on the subject If here and 
there indignation aroused by a Life of Jesus brought inconveniences 
to the author and profit to the publisher, that was connected 
in every case with purely external and incidental circumstances 
Public opinion was not disquieted for a moment by Volkmar and 
Wrede, although they are much more extreme than Schenkel 

Most of the Lives of Jesus which followed had, it is true, 
nothing very exciting about them They were mere vanants of the 
type established during the 'sixties, vanants of which the minute 
differences were only discernible by theologian^ and which were 
otherwise exactly alike in arrangement and result As a con- 
tribution to criticism, Kcim’s* "Histoiy of Jesus of Naiata” 


* Theodor Kcim, Die Gacfoehte Jen xrn Nat era, in thrtr I trheUvm; out dm 
GesamtMen janes Vctkes fret vntersvcht und amfuhrhch erstihfi (The History of 
Jesns of Nocin m Relation to the General Life of flit People, freelj examined and 
fulls narrated ) 3 rols 7 unch, 1867-2873 Vol 1 The Dij of Preparation , to! it. 
The Year of Teaching in GaUtac, vol ii! The Dcntb Passoser (Jadexufern) « 
Jerusalem A short account in n more popuhr form appeared in 187a GeurteA fir 
fetu nach den Ergf % nsun heuUger Wtssensdtefl fur tretfere Krnse LlentcMiu* 
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KEIM’S DEVELOPMENT THEORY 

was the most important Life of Jesus which appeared in a long 

period , , 

It is not of much consequence that he believes in the priority 
of Matthew, since his presentment of the history follows the general 
lines of the Marcan plan, which is preserved also in Matthew He 
gives it as his opinion that the hfe of Jesus is to be reconstructed 
from the Synoptics, whether Matthew has the first place or Mark. 
He sketches the development of Jesus in bold lines As early 
as his inaugural address at Zurich, delivered on the 17th of 
December i860, which, short as it was, made a powerful impression 
upon Holtzmann as well as upon others, he had set up the thesis 
that the Synoptics “artlessly, almost against their will, show us 
unconsciously in incidental, unobtrusive traits the progressive de- 
velopment of Jesus as youth and man." 1 His later works are the 
development of this sketch. 

His grandiose style gave the keynote for the artistic treatment 
of the portrait of Jesus in the 'sixties His phrases and expressions 
became classical. Every one follows him in speaking of the 
"Galilaean spring-tide” m the ministry of Jesus 

On the Johannine question he takes up a clearly defined 
position, denying the possibility of using the Fourth Gospel side fay 
side with the Synoptics as an historical source He goes very far 
in finding special significance in the details of the Synoptists, 
especially when he is anxious to discover traces of want of success 
in the second period of Jesus' mmistiy, since the plan of his Life 
of Jesus depends on the sharp antithesis between the periods of 
success and failure. The whole of the second half of the Galilaean 
period consists for him in “flights and retirements” “Beset by 
constantly renewed alarms and hindrances, Jesus left the scene of 
His earlier work, left his dwelling-place at Capernaum, and 
accompanied only by a few faithful followers, in the end only by 
the Twelve* sought in all directions for places of refuge for longer 
or shorter periods, m order to avoid and elude His enemies.” 
Keim frankly admits, indeed, that there is not a syllable in the 
Gospels to suggest that these journeys are the journeys of a fugitive. 
But instead of allowing that to shake his conviction, he abuses the 
narrators and suggests that they desired to conceal the truth. 
“These flights,” he says, “were no doubt inconvenient to the 
Evangelists Matthew is here the frankest, but in order to 
restore the impression of Jesus' greatness he transfers to this 

mShll {The Historj of Jesos according to ihe Results of Present-day Criticism, 
bncfij narrated for the General Reader ) and ed , 1875 

Karl Theodor Kcimwas bom m 1825 at Stuttgart, was Repctcnt at Tubingen 
from 1831 to 1855, and after be had been five years in the ministry, became Professor 
at Zurich in 1S60 In 1873 t> e accepted a call to Giessen, where he died m 1878 

» Die mcnchheht EntmcUung Jtsu ChmH See Holtzmann, Dte synofOschen 
Evangr/ter, 1B63, pp 7-9 This dissertation was followed by Der gothtchtluht 
Ckrutm 3rd ed , 1866 
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period the greatest miracles The later Evangelists ate almost 
completely silent about these retirements, and leave us to suppose 
that Jesus made His journeys to Caesarea Philippi and the 
neighbourhood of Tyre and Sidon m the middle of winter from 
mere pleasure in travel, or for the extension of the Gospel, and 
that He made His last journey to Jerusalem without any external 
necessity, entirely m consequence of His free decision, even 
though the expectation of death which they ascribe to Him goes 
far to counteract the impression of complete freedom ” Why do 
they thus correct the history ? 11 The motive was the same difficulty 
which draws from us also the question, 'Is it possible that Jesus 
should flee ? * ” Keim answ ers “ Yes ” Here the liberal psychology 
comes clearly to light “Jesus fled," he explains, "because He 
desired to preserve Himself for God and man, to secure the continu- 
ance of His mimstiy to Israel, to defeat as long as possible the dark 
designs of His enemies, to carry His cause to Jerusalem, and there, 
while acting, as it was His duty to do, with prudence and foresight 
in his relations with men, to recognise clearly, by the Divine 
silence or the Divine action, what the Divine purpose really was, 
which could not be recognised in a moment He acts hhe a man 
who knows the duty both of examination and action, who knows 
His own worth and what is due to Him and His obligations 


tow ards God and man ” 1 

In regard to the question of eschatology, however, Keim does 
justice to the texts * He admits that eschatology, “a Kingdom of 
God clothed with material splendours,” forms an integral part of the 
preaching of Jesus from the first, “ that He never rejected it, and 
therefore never by a so-called advance transformed the sensuous 
Messianic idea into a purely spiritual one” “Jesus does not 
uproot from the minds of the sons of Zebedee their belief in the 
thrones on His right hand and His left , He does not hesitate to 
make His entry into Jerusalem in the character of the Messiah, 
He acknowledges His Messiahship before the Council without 
making any careful reservations , upon the cross His title » 

Tf tri p of the Jews, He consoles Himself and His Followers with the 
thought of His return as an earthly ruler, and leaves with tus 
disciples, without making any attempt to check it, the belief, wtuen 
lone survived, in a future establishment or restoration ot 
Kingdom in an Israel delivered from bondage” Keim remarU 
with much justice “that Strauss had been wrong in rejecting torn™ 
earlier and more correct foimula,” which combined the eschatological 


t GtuhuUtlttu sod ed , 1875. pp aaS and asp (be 

wtof these du courses axe lacking 
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and spiritual dements as operating side by side in the plan of 
Jesus 

Seim, however, himself in the end allows the spiritual dements 
practically to cancel the eschatological. He admits, it is true, 
that the expression Son of Man which Jesus uses designated the 
Messiah m the sense of Damd's prophecy, but he thinks that 
these pictorial representations in Daniel did not repd Jesus because 
He interpreted them spiritually, and “ intended to describe Himself 
as bdonging to mankind even in His Messianic office.” To solve 
the difficulty Keim assumes a development Jesus’ consciousness 
of His vocation had been strengthened both by success and by 
disappointment As time went on He preached the Kingdom not 
as a future Kingdom, as at first, but as one which was present in 
Him and with Him, and He dedares His Messiahship more and 
more openly before the world He thinks of the Kingdom as 
undergoing development, but not with an unlimited, infinite 
horizon as the modems suppose , the horizon is bounded by the 
eschatology “For however easy it may be to read modem ideas 
into the parables of the draught of fishes^ the mustard seed and 
the leaven, which, taken by themselves, seem to suggest the 
duration contemplated by die modem view, it is nevertheless 
indubitable that Jesus, like Paul, by no means looks forward to 
so protracted an earthly development, on the contraiy, nothing 
appears more clearly from the sources than that He thought of 
its term as rapidly approaching, and of His victory as nigh at hand , 
and looked to the last decisive events, even to the day of judgment, 
as about to occur during the lifetime of the existing generation, 
including Himself and His apostles " “It was the overmastering 
pressure of circumstances which held Him prisoner within the 
limitations of this obsolete belief” When His confidence in the 
development of His Kingdom came into collision with barriers 
which He could not pass, when His belief in the presence of the 
Kingdom of God grew dim, the purely eschatological ideas won 
the upper hand, “and if we may suppose that it was precisely this 
thought of the imminent decisive action of God, taking possession 
of His mind with renewed force at this point, which steeled His 
human courage, and roused Him to a passion of self-sacnfice with 
the hope of saving from the judgment whatever might still be saved, 
we may welcome His adoption of these narrow ei ideas as in 
accordance with the goodwill of God, which could only by this 
means maintain the failing strength of its human instrument and 
secure the spoils of the Divine warfare — the souls of men subdued 
and conquered by Him " 

The thought which had hovered before the mind of Renan, but 

which in his hands had become only the motire of a romance 

ufte fietllt de toman as the French express it — was realised by 
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Keim Nothing deeper or more beautiful has since been written 
about the development of Jesus 

Less critical in character is Hase’s "History of Jesus,” 1 which 
superseded in 1876 the vanous editions of the Handbook on 
the Life of Jesus which had first appeared m 1829 

The question of the use of John’s Gospel side by side ruth 
the Synoptics he leaves in suspense, and speaks his last word 
on the subject in the form of a parable “If I may be allowed 
to use an avowedly parabolic form of speech, the relation of Jesus 
to the two streams of Gospel tradition may be illustrated as 
follows. Once there appeared upon earth a heavenly Being. 
According to His first three biographers He goes about more 
or less incognito, in the long garment of a Rabbi, a forceful 
popular figure, somewhat Judaic m speech, only occasionally, almost 
unmarked by His biographers, pointing with a smile beyond this 
brief interlude to His home. In the description left by His 
favourite disciple, He has thrown off the talar of the Rabbi, 
and stands before us in Hu native character, but m bitter and 
angry strife with those who took offence at Hu magnificent 
simplicity, and then later — it must be confessed, more attractively 
— in deep emotion at parting with those whom, during Hu 
pilgrimage on earth. He had made Hu friends, though they did 
not rightly understand Hu strange, unearthly speech.” 

This is Hase’s way, always to avoid a final decision 
The fifty years of critical study of the subject which he had 
witnessed and taken part in had made him circumspect, some 
times almost sceptical But his notes of interrogation do not 
represent a covert supematuralism like those in the Life of Jesus 
of 1829 Hase had been penetrated by the influence of Strauss 
and had adopted from him the belief that the true life of Jesus 
lies beyond the reach of criticism “ It is not my business,” he 
says to his students in an introductory lecture^ “to recoil m 
honor from this or that thought, or to express it with embarrass- 
ment as being dangerous , I would not forbid even the enthusiasm 
of doubt Mid destruction which makes Strauss so strong and 


Renan so seductive; 1 ’ 

It u left uncertain whether Jesus’ consciousness ol His 
Messiahship reaches back to the days of Hu childhood, or 
whether it arose in the ethical development of Hu ripening 
manhood. The concealment of His Messianic claims is ascribed, 


1 GeschuMe Jau Nach akademtstken Vorlaungm von Or Karl 
Special mention ought also to be made of the fine sketch of the Life of " 
AHiusrath’s NeutatamtntUehe Zatgathicht* (History of New Testament T«nJ. 
1st ed . Munich. 1868 ff , 3rd ed , 1 vol , 1879, pp 3»S-5*S . Du 
Bczithungcn da Lthms Jau (The Relations or the Life of Jesus to the History 

^dol'r'iiansrath was born at K-vlsnihe He was appointed Professor of 
Theologj at Heidelberg in 1B67. end died in 1909 



HASE'S FINAL POSITION aiS 

as by Schenkel and others, to paedagogic motives ; it vras necessary 
that Jesus should first educate the people and the disciples up 
to a higher ethical view of His office. In the stress which he 
lays upon the eschatology Hase has points of affinity with Keim, 
for whom he had prepared the way in hts Life of Jesus of 1829, 
in which he had been the first to assert a development in Jesus 
m the course of which He at first fully shared the Jewish 
eschatological views, but later advanced to a more spiritual con- 
ception. In his Life of Jesus of 1876 he is prepared to make 
the eschatology the dominant feature m the last period also, 
and does not hesitate to represent Jesus as dying in the 
enthusiastic expectation of returning upon the clouds of heaven 
He feels himself driven to this by the eschatological ideas in the 
last discourses “Jesus’ clear and definite sayings,” he declares, 
“with the whole context of the circumstances in which they 
were spoken and understood, have been forcing me to this con- 
clusion for years past” 

“That lofty Messianic dream must therefore continue to hold 
its place, since Jesus, influenced as much by the idea of the 
Messianic glones taken over from the beliefs of His people as 
by His own religious exaltation, could not think of the victory 
of His Kingdom except as dosely connected with His own 
personal action Bat that was only a misunderstanding due 
to the unconscious poesy of a high-ranging religions imagination, 
the ethical meaning of which could only be realised by a long 
historical development Chnst certainly came again as the 
greatest power on earth, and His power, along with His word, 
is constantly jndgmg the world He faced the sufferings which 
lay immediately before Him with His eyes fixed upon this great 
future." , 

The chief excellence of Beyschlag’s Life of Jesus consists 
in its arrangement 1 He first, in the volume of preliminary in- 
vestigations, discusses the problems, so that the narrative is 
disencumbered of all explanations, and by virtue of the author's 
admirable style becomes a pure work of art, which rivets the 
interest of the reader and almost causes the want of a consistent 
historical conception to be overlooked. The fact is, however, 
that m regard to the two decisive questions Beyschlag is 
deliberately inconsistent Although he recognises that the Gospel 

1 Dai Lelen fau, von Willibald Beyschlag: Pt 1 Preliminary Investigations, 
1885, 450 pp , pt n Narrative, 1886, 495 pp Joh Heinr Christoph Willibald 
Beyschlag was born in 18*3 at Frankfort -on-Main, and went to Halle as Professor 
in i860 His splendid eloquence made him one of the chief spokesmen of German 
Protestantism As a teacher he exercised a remarkable and salutary influence, 
although his sciennSc works are too much under the dominance of an anoloeetio 
of the heart He died in 1900. r * 
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of John has not the character of an essentially historical source, 
“being, rather, a brilliant subjective portrait,” “a didactic^ quite 
as much as an historical work,” he produces his Life of Jesus 
by "combining and mortising together Synoptic and Johannine 
elements,” The same uncertainty prevails in regard to the 
recognition of the definitely eschatological character of Jesus’ 
system of ideas. Bcyschlag gives a scry large place to eschatology, 
so that m order to combine the spiritual with the eschatological 
view his Jesus has to pass through three stages of dciclopment 
In the first lie preaches the Kingdom as something future a 
supernatural event which was to be looked forward to, much 
as the Baptist preached it Then the response which was called 
forth on all hands by His preaching led Him to believe that the 
Kingdom was in some sense already present, “that the Father, 
while He delays the outward manifestation of the Kingdom, is 
causing it to come even now in quiet nnd unnoticed ways by 
a humble gradual growth, and the great thought of His parable^ 
which dominates the whole middle period or His public hfc, 
the resemblance of the Kingdom to mustard seed or leaven, comes 
to birth in His mind ” As His failure becomes more and more 
certain, “the centre of gravity of His thought is shiAcd to the 
world beyond the grave, and the picture of a glorious return to 
conquer and to judge the world nses before Him ” 

The peculiar interweaving of Synoptic and Johannine ideas 
leads to the result that, between the two, Bcyschlag in the end 
forms no clear conception of the eschatology, and makes Jesus 
think in a half-Johannmc, half-Synoptic fashion “It is a con- 
sequence of Jesus’ profound conception of the Kingdom of uoa 
as something essentially growing that He regards its final pem*- 
tion not as a state of rest, but rather as a living movement as 
a process of becoming, and since He regards this procc 
a cosmic and supernatural process in which bistoiy 
consummation, and yet as arising entirely out of the elhiral ana 
historical process, He combines elements from ea< * ,nto " s *“£_ 
prophetic conception.” An eschatology of this kind is not matter 

In the acceptance of the “miracles” B^ysehlag goes to the 
utmost limits allowed by criticism, m wnsidenng tbe posab y 
of one or another of the recorded raisings from the dead 
even finds himself within the borders of rationalist territory 

Whether Bernhard Weiss’s 1 is to be numbered with theJiberal 

> Bernhard Wem, DasL'k.nJw » 

ttaxgdivm. 1*7* . "" JSd Weiss nX mxS*7 »* 

nuntiuken Thulopt, |th ed .1 888 Bemnara we« Ordinary Prefer 
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Lives of Jesus is a question to which we may answer “Yes, but 
along with the faults of these it has some others in addition ” 
Weiss shares with the authors of the liberal “ Laves ” the assump- 
tion that Mark designed to set forth a definite “view of the 
course of development of the public ministry of Jesus,” and on 
the strength of that believes himself justified in giving a very 
far-reaching significance to the details offered by this Evangelist 
The arbitrariness with which he carries out this theory is quite 
as unbounded as Scbenkel’s, and in his fondness for the “argument 
from silence" he even surpasses him Although Mark never 
allows a single word to escape him about the motives of the 
northern journeys, Weiss is so clever at reading between the 
lines that the motives are “quite sufficiently " dear to him 
The object of these journeys was, according to his explana- 
tion, “that the people might have an opportunity, undistracted 
by the immediate impression of His words and actions, to make 
up their minds in regard to the questions which they had 
put to Him so pressmgly and inescapably in the last days 
of His public ministry, they must themselves draw their own 
conclusions alike from the declarations and from the conduct 
of Jesus Only by Jesus’ removing Himself for a time from their 
midst could they come to a dear decision as to their attitude 
to Jesus.” This modem psychologism^ however, is dosely 
combined with a dialectic which seeks to show that there is 
no irreconcilable opposition between the belief in the Son of 


Among the distinctly liberal laves of Jesus of an ember date, that of W Krfiger- 
Velthusen (Elberfeld, 1873, 371 pp ) might be mentioned if it were not so entirely 
uncritical. Although the author does not hold the Fourth Gospel to be apostolic 
he has no hesitation in making use of u as an historical source. 

There is more sentiment than science, too, m the work of M G Wmtbrecht, 
■Dai Libert Jau nach den vur Bvangetien, 2881 

A weakness u the treatment of the Johanume question and a want of clearness 
on some other points disfigures the three-volume Life of Jesus of the Pans professor, 
E Stapler, which is otherwise marked bj much acumen and real depth of feeling 
Vo! 1 Jisus-Chrut mcmt son mntslin (Fischbacber, Pans, 1896) , vol 11 Jisus- 
Lhrirt pendant son mimsttn (1897), voL in La Mart et la risumction de Jisus- 
Chrut (1898) 

F Godet writes of “The Life of Jesus before Hu Public Appearance” (German 
translation by M Remeck, Ltbtn Jesu 1 tor santm SJJmtluhen Auflrtten. Hanover, 

2897 ) 

« G . foiln ' ls . his Der Chrutus der Gtsckuhlt smd sun Chrutintum (The 

t-nnstor History and Hu Chnstianily) on a purely Synoptic basis 3 vols , 2897-2898 
roe English Life of Jesus Chrut, by James Staiker, D D (now Professor of 
m * e United Free Church College, Aberdeen), passed through 
numberless editions (German, 1898 , Tubingen, 4th ed , 1901) 

Very pithy and interesting u Dr Percy Gardner’s Exfloraho Ewmgeltca A Brier 
Examination ef the Basis and Origin tf Christian Belief Z899 , and ed , 2907 

" * 7 ^””"; 811 ““Promise >s H Ziegler’s Der gesehichthehe 
h nstus (The Hutoneal Christ) 2891 For this reason the five lectures, delivered 
rSES’JT* ? f r. ,Fh,dl , “ " “mposaJ, attracted such unfavourable attention that 
C ? U0 ?i *?° k Proceedings against the author; (Sec the Chnsthchi 
mu > “ 91 . Pp 563-568, 874-S77.) ' 
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God and Son of Man which the Church of Christ has always 
confessed, and a critical investigation of the question how far 
the details of His life have been accurately preserved by tradition, 
and how they are to be historically interpreted That means 
that Weiss is going to cover up the difficulties and stumbling- 
blocks with the mantle of Christian chanty which he has woven 
out of the most plausible of the traditional sophistries As a 
dialectical performance on these lines his Life of Jesus nvals in 
importance any except Schleiermacher’s On points of detail there 
are many interesting histoncal observations When all is said, 
one can only regret that so much knowledge and so much 
ability have been expended in the service of so hopeless a 


cause 

What was the net result of these liberal Lives of Jesus? In the 
first place the clearing up of the relation between John and the 
Synoptics That seems surprising, since the chief representatives of 
this school, Holtzmann, Schenkel, Weizsacker, and Hase^ took up 
a mediating position on this question, not to speak of Beyschlag 
and Weiss, for whom the possibility of reconciliation between the 
two lines of tradition is an accepted datum for ecclesiastical and 
apologetic reasons But the very attempt to hold the position made 
clear its inherent untenability The defence of the combination of 
the two traditions exhausted itself in the efforts of these its cntical 
champions, just as the acceptance of the supernatural m history 
exhausted itself m the — to judge from the approval of the many 
victorious struggle against Strauss. In the course of tune 
Weizsacker, like Holtzmann , 1 advanced to the rejection of any 
possibility of reconciliation, and gave up the Fourth Gospel as an 
histoncal source. The second demand of Strauss’s first hie ot 
Jesus was now — at last — conceded by scientific criticism 

That does not mean, of course, that no further attempts at 
reconciliation appeared thenceforward Was ever a street so ao 
by a cordon that one or two isolated individuals did not get 
through? And to dodge through needs, after all, no special 

i Holtzmann, Neutatamaithdu Etnlatung, and ed , i88« 

in the Tieohgiaic Uteniunabmg for iSSa, No a 3 . and Du agostcM 

Z * , Hase’and d Srimkdaecepted this position in principle, bui were careful to keep 

° P< TowMd5 0 theend t oftl» seventies the rejection of the Fourth G<»pdM«nb«|^ 

source was almost universally recognised in the cntical camp 11 Jdmncd 

in the Life of Jesus by Karl WitUchen (Jena, l8£, 397^. 

one of the most clearly conceived works of this kind based on this M**an nyp° ^ 

if us arrangement were not 5 ,° fa^ofTd^wsmn of surtj »"» 

much as the presentment of the life tal^es the form oi a nt aBgii when we 

*SS£. m JTJS» ytfTw ~ Jes “ M 

worked m Judaea for some time prior to (be triumphal entry 
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intelligen ce, or special courage. Must we never speak of a victory 
so long as a single enemy remains alive ? Individual attempts to 
combine John with the Synoptics which appeared after this decisive 
point ate in some cases deserving of special attention, as for 
example, Wendt’s 1 acute study of the "Teaching of Jesus, which 
has all die importance of a full treatment of the "Life. But the 
very way in which Wendt grapples with his task shows that die 
main issue is already decided. All he can do is to fight a skilful 
and determined rearguard action It is not the Fourth Gospel as 
it stands, but only a “ground-document ” on which it is based, which 
he, m common with Weiss, Alexander Schweizer, and Renan, would 
have to be recognised w alongside of the Gospel of Mark and the 
Logia of Matthew as an historically trustworthy tradition regarding 
the teaching of Jesus," and which may be used along with those two 
writings in forming a picture of the Life of Jesus. For Wendt there 
is no longer any question of an interweaving and working up 
together of the individual sections of John and the Synoptists _ He 
takes up much the same standpoint as Holtzmann occupied in 1863, 
but he provides a much more comprehensive and well-tested basis 
for it 


In the end there is no such veiy great difference between Wendt 
and the writers who had advanced to the conviction of the irrecon- 
cilability of the two traditions. Wendt refuses to give up the 
Fourth Gospel altogether; they, on their part, won only a half 
victory because they did not as a matter of fact escape from the 
Johannine interpretation of the Synoptics By means of their 
psychological interpretation of the first three Gospels they make for 
themselves an ideal Fourth Gospel, in the interests of which they 
reject the existing Fourth Gospel. They will hear nothing of 
the spiritualised Johannine Christ, and refuse to acknowledge even 
to themselves that they have only deposed Him in order to put m 
His place a spiritualised Synoptic Jesus Christ, that is, a man who 
claimed to be the Messiah, but in a spiritual sense All the 
development which they discover in Jesus is in the last analysis 
only an evidence of the tension between the Synoptics; in their 
natural literal sense, and the “Fourth Gospel” which is extracted 
from them by an artificial interpretation. 

The fact ib, the separation between the Synoptics and the 
Fourth Gospel is only the first step to a larger result which 

1 H H Wendt, Du r Lekrt Jtsu % vol 1 Die evangehschen Qutlltrbenchit tiler 
du Lekrtjau (The Record of the Teaching of Jesus in the Gospel Sources ) 354 pp 
Gottingen, 1866 , vol 11 , 2890 , Lng trans., 1893 Second German edition in one 
vol , 6a6 pp , 2901 See also the same writer's Das Jchannescvangehum Unter - 
tuehxtng seiner Enistehung und seines gesthxehthchen Wertes, 1900 (The Gospel of 
John an I m estimation of ns Origin and Historical Value ) Hans Heinrich Wendt * as 
born sn 1853 at Hamburg, qualified as Pnvat-Docent in 2877 at Gottingen, was 
subsequently Extraordinary Professor at Kid and Heidelberg, and now works at 
leak 
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necessarily follows from it — the complete recognition of the funda- 
mentally eschatological character of the teaching and influence of 
the Mar can and Matthaean Jesus Inasmuch as they suppressed 
this consequence, Holtzmann, Schenkel, Hose, and Weizsacker, 
even after their critical com ersion, still lay under the spell of the 
Fourth Gospel, of a modem, ideal Fourth Gospel It is only when 
the eschatological question is decided that the problem of the 
relation of John to the Synoptics is Anally laid to rest The liberal 
Lives of Jesus grasped their incompatibility only from a literary 
point of view, not in its full historical significance. 

There is another result in the acceptance of which the cnhcal 
school bad stopped half way. If the Marcan plan be accepted, it 
follows that, setting aside the references to the Son of Man in 
Mark u. ro and 28, Jesus had never, previous to the incident at 
Caesarea Philippi, given Himself out to be the Messiah or been 
recognised as such The perception of this fact marks one of the 
greatest advances in the study of the subject. This result* once 
accepted, ought necessarily to have suggested two questions in 
the first place, why Jesus down to that moment had made a secret 
of His Mes siahshi p even to His disciples; in the second place, 
whether at any time, and, if so, when and how, the people were 
made acquainted with His Messianic claims. As a fact, however, 
by the application of that ill-starred psychologising both questions 
were smothered, that is to say, a sham answer was given to than 
It was regarded as self-evident that Jesus had concealed His 
Messiahship from His disciples for so long in order in the man- 
time to bnng them, without their being aware of it, to a higher 
spiritual conception of the Messiah , it was regarded as equally 
self-evident that in the last weeks the Messianic claims of Jesus could 
no longer be hidden from the people* but that He did not openly 
avow them, but merely allowed them to be dmned, in order 0 
up the multitude to the recognition of the higher spiritual chancier 
of the office which He claimed for Himself These mg'*' 0 * 
psychologists never seemed to perceive that there is not i a word ot 
all this in Mark , but that they had read it all into some of the m 
contradictory and inexplicable facts mtheGospels, awlhad ™ 
created a Messiah who both wished to be Messiah and did nomsh 
it, and who in the end, so far as the people were concerned both 
4 s and was not the Messiah Thus these writers had only 
recoemsed the importance of the scene at Caesarea Phil PP . !T 
had not ventured to attack the general problem ofjesre attitud ^ 
regard to the Messiahship, and had not reflected Mcssia h 
mutually contradictory facts that Jesus purposed to be the Mcs 
and vet did not come forward publicly in that character 

Thus they had side-tracked the study of the sufajcct, and as 
all S hopi of progress on an intensive exegesis of the detail 
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Mark. They thought they had nothing to do but to occupy a 
conquered territory, and never suspected that along the whole line 
they had only won a half victory, never having thought out to the 
end either the eschatological question or the fundamental historical 
question of the attitude of Jesus to the Messiahship. 

They were not disquieted by the obstinate persistence of the 
discussion on the eschatological question. They thought it was 
merely a skirmish with a few unorganised guerrillas ; in reality it was 
the advance-guard of the army with which Reimarus was threaten- 
ing their flank, and which under the leadership of Johannes Weiss 
was to bang them to so dangerous a pass And while they were 
endeavouring to avoid this turning movement they fell into the 
ambush which Bruno Bauer had laid in their rear Wrede held up 
the Marcan hypothesis and demanded the pass-word for the theory 
of the Messianic consciousness and claims of Jesus to which it 
was acting as convoy 

The eschatological and the literary school, finding themselves 
thus opposed to a common enemy, naturally formed an alliance 
The object of their combined attack was not the Marran outline 
of the life of Jesus, which, in fact, they both accept but the 
modem “psychological” method of reading between the lines of 
the Marcan narrative Under the cross fire of fhpsp allies that 
idea of development which had been the strongest entrenchment 
of the liberal cntical Lives of Jesus, and which they had been 
desperately endeavouring to strengthen down to the very last was 
finally blown to atoms 


But the striking thing about these liberal critical Lives of Jesus 
was that they unconsciously prepared the way for a deeper higinn^- ,] 
view which could not have been reached apart from them A 
deeper understanding of a subject is only brought to pass when a 
,S Wlned t0 ,ls utmost llmlt and finally proves its own 


? 1S “ com ™ on between rationalism and the liberal 
ron«#»n th0d> 1 each had followed out a theory to its ultimate 
Tbe . hbera l cntlcal school had earned to its limit 
the ° f , * e l connexion of *0 actions of Jesus, and of 

e events of His kfe, by a “natural" psychology: and the con- 
usions to which they had been driven had prepared the wav for 
‘ the natural psychology is not here the historical 

HSldS TtaX, the , must be deduced fro® certain his- 
wcJknf 1 J h , trough the mentonous and magnificently sincere 
£‘\ ebb6ral “ sch001 the a P” 011 “naXal " psfcholoCT 
to the eschatological That is the net result, from the 

wew * of 1116 study of the We of Jesus “ * e P ost ‘ 
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Timoth<» Oolani J&us-Chnst et les croyances ueuuntques da ion tempi 
Strnssburg, 1864. 355 pp 

Gustav Voltanar Jesus Nisarenus und die erete chnstlicbe Zelt, mlt den belden 
ersten Erzfihlern. (Jesus tho Nazarene and the Beginnings of Chnstuuuty, with 
the two earliest narrators of His life ) Zurich, 1683 403 pp 

Wilhelm Weiffenbaoh Dor Wicderkunflsgedanke Jesu. (Jesus Conception of His 
Second Coming ) 1873 434 pp 

W Baldonspergor Das Selbstbewusstsein Jesu Im Lichte der messiamschen Hoff 
□ungen seiner Zeit (The Self-consciousness of Jesus in the Light of the Messianic 
Hopes of His time:) Strassburg, 1888 and ed , 189a, 98a pp , 3rd ed pt i 
340 pp 

Johannes Welse Die Fredigt Jesu vom Reicho Gottes (The Preaching of Jesus 
concerning the Kingdom of God ) 1B99 Gottingen 67 pp Second revised 
and enlarged edition, 1900, 310 pp 


So long as it was merely a question of establishing the distinctive 
character of the thought of Jesus as compared with the ancient 
prophetic and Daniehc conceptions, and so long as the only 
available storehouse of Rabbinic and Late-Jemsh ideas was 
Lightfoot’s Horae Hebraicae et Tahnudicat in quahur Evangelutat, 
it was still possible to chensh the belief that the preaching of 
Jesus could be conceived as something which was, in die last 
analysis, independent of all contemporaxy ideas But after the 
studies of Hilgenfeld and Dillmann * had made known the Jewish 
apocalyptic m its fundamental characteristics, and the Jewish 
pseudepigrapha were no longer looked on as “forgeries, but as 
representative documents of the last stage of Jewish bought, the 
necessity of taking account of them in interpreting the thought 
of Jesus became more and more emphatic. Almost two decades 

» loha nntt LighifooH, Doctoru Angh el Cottegn S Ccdkarinaetn 
AeJe^raefeUZrce H*ra«ae * 
nme sounds ,n German, a junrhm cum 

«Tw riorum nece,»n« eiUat e Mum A Benedict, Carfum, Ufuae 

>a *T*!Z* works in the study of apocalyptic were Dillnuum's Henoch, x8 S r 
aud Hilgenfeld’s Mtsche Afokaltftik, 1857 
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were to pass, however, before the foil sigmfiance of this material was 
realised. 

It might almost have seemed as if it was to meet this attack by 
anticipation that Colam wrote in 1864 his work, Jisus-Christ ei hs 
croyanca mtssiantqvts de son temps 

Timothfc Colam was bom m 1824 at Lemd (Aisne), studied 
in Strassborg and became pastor there m 1851. In the year 1864 
he was appointed Professor of Pastoral Theology in Strassbmg m 
spite of some attempted opposition to the appointment on the 
part of the orthodox party in Pans, which was then growing in 
strength. The events of the year 1870 left him without a post 
As he had no prospect of being called to a pastorate in France, he 
became a merchant In consequence of some unfortunate business 
operations he lost all his property. In r875 be obtained a post 
as librarian at the Sorbonne. He died m 1888 

How far was Jesus a Jew? That was the starting-point of 
Colam’s study. According to him there was a complete lack of 
homogeneity in the Messianic hopes cherished by the Jewish people 
in the time of Jesus, since the prophetic conception, according 
to which the Kingdom of the Messiah belonged to the present 
world-order, and the apocalyptic, which transferred it to the future 
age, had not yet been brought into any kind of unity The general 
expectation was focused rather upon the Forerunner than upon 
the Messiah Jesus Himself in the first period of His public 
ministry, up to Mark vui , had never designated Himself as the 
Messiah, for the expression Son of Man earned no Messianic 
associations for the multitude. His fundamental thought was 
that of perfect communion with God ; only little by little, as the 
success of the preaching of the Kingdom more and more impressed 
His mind, did His consciousness take on a Messianic colounng. 
In face of the undisciplined expectations of the people He 
constantly repeats in His parables of the growth of the Kingdom, 
the word “patience." By revealing Himself as the Lord of this 
spiritual kingdom He makes an end of the oscillation between the 
sensuous and the spiritual in the current expectations of the future 
blessedness He points to mankind as a whole, not merely to the 
chosen people, as the people of the Kingdom, and substitutes for 
the apocalyptic catastrophe an organic development By His inter- 
pretation of Psalm cx, in Mark xn 35-37, He makes known that 
the Messiah has nothing whatever to do with the Davidic kingship. 
It was only with difficulty that He came to resolve to accept the 
title of Messiah ; He knew what a weight of national prejudices 
and national hopes hung upon it. 

But He is “Messiah the Son of Man”; He created this 
expression in order thereby to make known Hts lowliness In the 
moment » which He accepted the office He registered the resohe 
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to suffer. His purpose is, to be the suffering; not the triumphant, 
Messiah It is to the influence wh'ich His Passion exercises upon 
the souls of men that He looks for the firm establishment of His 
Kingdom 

This spiritual conception of the Kingdom cannot possibly be 
combined with the thought of a glorious Second Coming, for if Jesus 
had held this latter view He must necessarily have thought of the 
present life as only a kind of prologue to that second existence 
Neither the Jewish, nor the Jewish-Chnshan eschatology as repre- 
sented in the eschatological discourses m the Gospels, can, therefore, 
in Colani’s opinion, belong to the preaching of Jesus That He 
should sometimes have made use of the imagery associated with 
the Jewish expectations of the future is, of course, only natural But 
the eschatology occupies far too important a place m the tradition 
of the preaching of Jesus to be explained as a mere symbolical 
mode of expression It forms a substantial element of that preaching 
A spiritualisation of it will not meet the case Therefor^ if the 
conviction has been arrived at on other grounds that Jesus’ preach- 
ing did not follow the bnes of Jewish eschatology, there is only one 
possible way of deahng with it, and that is by excising it from the 
text on critical grounds. 

The only element in the preaching of Jesus which can, m 
Colani’s opinion, be called in any sense " eschatological ’* was the 
conviction that there would be a wide extension of the Gospel even 
within the existing generation, that Gentiles should be admitted to 
the Kingdom, and that in consequence of the general want oi 
receptivity towards the message of salvation, judgment should 


come upon the nations , , t 

These views of Colam furnish him with a basis upon which to 
decide on the genuineness or otherwise of the eschatological 
courses Among the sayings put into the mouth of Jesus whvcn 
must be rejected as impossible are • tbe promise* in the discouwe 
at the sending forth of the Twelve, of the imminent comingot the 
Son of Man, Matt x. 33 , the promise to the discipIes ttaMh y 
should sit upon twelve thrones judging the tnbes of Isra^ M 
mx 28, the saying about His return m Matt xxm 39 1 the ,f" a ‘ 
eschatological saying at the Last Supper, Matt xxn 
Papias-hke Chibasm of which is unworthy of Jesus , fiddicp 
diction of His coming on the clouds of heaven with which He 
His Messianic confession before the Council The apo yP ^ 
Surees ,n Mark xui, Matt xx.v, and Luke ™ 

A Jewish-Chnstian apocalypse of the first 
posed before the destruction of Jerusalem, hasbeeninterwo 
wtb a short exhortation which Jesus gave on the occasion 
He predicted the destruction of the temple come 

According to Colam, therefore, Jesus did not expect 
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again from Heaven to complete His work. It was completed by 
His death, and the purpose of the coming of the Spirit was to 
make manifest its completion Strauss and Renan had entered 
upon the path of explaining Jesus’ preaching from the history 
of the time by the assumption of an intermixture m it of Jewish 
ideas, but it was now recognised “that this path is a cul-de-sac, 
and that cnticism must turn round and get out of it as quickly as 
possible.” 

The new feature of Colani’s view was not so much the uncom- 
promising rejection of eschatology as the clear recognition that its 
rejection was not a matter to be disposed of m a phrase or two, 
but necessitated a critical analysis of the text 

The systematic investigation of the Synoptic apocalypse was a 
contribution to criticism of the utmost importance. 


In the year 1883 Volkmar took up this attempt afresh, at least 
in its main features. 1 His construction rests upon two mam points 
of support j upon his view of the sources and his conception of 
the eschatology of the time of Jesus. In has view the sole source 
for the Life of Jesus is the Gospel of Mark, which was “probably 
written exactly in the year 73," five years after the Johannme 
apocalypse 

The other two of the first three Gospels belong to the second 
century, and can only be used by way of supplement. Luke dates 
from the beginning of the first decade of the century, while 
Matthew is regarded by Volkmar, as by Wilke, as being a com- 
bination of Marie. and Luke, and is relegated to the end of this 
first decade. The work is in his opinion a revision of the Gospel 
tradition “in the spirit of that primitive Christianity which, while 
constantly opposing the tendency of the apostle of the Gentiles to 
make light of the Law, was nevertheless so far umversalistic that, 
starting from the old legal ground, it made the first steps towards 
a catholic unity ” Once Matthew has been set aside m this way, 
the literary elimination of the eschatology follows as a matter of 
course i the much smaller element of discourse in Mark can offer no 
senous resistance 


__ A® regards the Messianic expectations of the time, they were, in 
Volkmar s opinion, such that Jesus could not possibly have come 

’ d u tr i U ' hn ±! hche Zat < mxt *» *»*« enten ErzShUm , 

VtAkmar, Zunch, r88a To nhich must bo added Marhix u„d du 
lJut l.Z 0“* ^'‘rhmdhchtn Text, uni das GuchuhUuhe vom 

irr^ nuli.. s 7 ao P ae Material in the Gospels, according to theongmaj 

£2 , “ d ““"cal elements ra the Life of Jesus ) Zunch, 1869 , and edition, 1876, 
*“ t born ,n t8 ° 9 ' and *n at Fulda as a Gjmnasii™ 
™t r !'* r \ V ' hen 1852 he *** arrested by the Hessian Gm eminent on 
a" d subsequently depmed of his post In 1853 hi 
dred ban?’ h & “ P ros P* cl OP™® 1 »o him as a Docent in theology Ife 
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forward with Messianic claims The Messianic Son of Man, whose 
aim was to found a super-earthly Kingdom, only arose in Judaism 
under the influence of Christian dogma. The contemporaries of 
Jesus knew only the political ideal of the Messianic King And 
woe to any one who conjured up these hopes ' The Baptist had 
done so by bis too fervent preaching about repentance and the 
Kingdom, and had been promptly put out of the way by the 
Tetrarch. .The version found even in Mark, which represents that 
it was on Herodias’ account, and at her daughter’s petition, that 
John was beheaded, is a la*cr interpretation which, according to 
Volkmar, is evidently false on chronological grounds; since the 
Baptist was dead before Herod took Herodias as his wife. Had 
Jesus desired the Messiahship, He could only have claimed it in 
this political sense. The alternative is to suppose that He did not 
desire it. 


Voikmar’s contribution to the subject consists in the formulat- 
ing of this clean-cut alternative. Colam had indeed recognised the 
alternative, but bad not taken up a consistent attitude in regard to 
It Here, that way of escape from the difficulty is barred, which 
suggests that Jesus set Himself up as Messiah, but in another than 
the popular sense What may be called Jesus' Messianic conscious- 
ness consisted solely 11 in knowing Himself to be first bom among 
many brethren, the Son of God after the Spirit, and consequently 
foiling Himself enabled and impelled to bring abont that regenera- 
tion of His people which alone could make it worthy of deliverance. 
It is m any case clearly evident from Paul, from the Apocalypse, 
and from Mark, "the three documentary witnesses emanating from 
the circle of the followers of Jesus during the first century, that i 
was only after His crucifixion that Jesus was hailed as the Chr®, 
never during His earthly life.” The elimination of the eschatology 
thus leads also to the elimination of the Messiahship of Jesus 

If we are told m Mark vrn 29 that Simon Peter was the first 
among men to hail Jesus as the Messiah, it is to be notice^ 
Volkmar points out, that the Evangelist places this confesiraa ^ 
time when Jesus' work was over and the thought of Hri 
first appears; and if we desire folly to underetand ^ 
purpose we must fix our attention on the Lord’s command 
make known His Messiahship until after His ^ u ^ ct ‘ 0 " ( 7Km5 . 
“ ix. q and ic), which is a hint that we are to date Jesus 

Messmhship from His death For Mark « no 

but a conscious artist interpreting the history, sometime^ ae«£ 

a powerful epic wnter in whose work the historical and the poeu 
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was to Peter, When Peter on that night of terror fled from 
Jerusalem to take refuge m Galilee, Jesus, according to the mystic 
prediction of Mark xiv 18 and xn 7, went before him “ He was 
constantly present to his spirit, until on the third day He manifested 
Himself before his eyes, in the heavenly appearance which was also 
vouchsafed to the last of the apostles 'as he was in the way' 
—and Peter, enraptured, gave expression to the clear conviction 
with which the whole life of Jesus had inspired him in the cry 
'Thou art the Christ 

The histoncal Jesus therefore founded a community of followers 
without advancing any claims to the Messiahship He desired 
only to be a reformer, the spiritual deliverer of the people of God, to 
realise upon earth the Kmgdom of God which they were all seeking 
m the beyond, and to extend the reign of God over ail nauons 
“The Kmgdom of God is doubtless to wm its final and decisive 
victory by the almighty aid of God, our duty is to see to its 
beginnings"— that is, according to VoDtmar, the lesson which 
Jesus teaches us in the parable of the Sower, The ethic of this 
Kmgdom was not yet confined by any eschatological ideas 
It was only when, as the years went on, the expectation of the 
Parousia rose to a high pitch of intensity that "marriage and 
the bringing up of children came to be regarded as superfluous, 
and were consequently thought of as signs of an absorption in 
earthly interests which was out of harmony with the near approach 
to the goal of these hopes” Jesus had renewed the foundations 
on which “the family" was based and had made it, m turn a 
comer stone of the Kingdom of God, even as He had consecrated 
the common meal by making it a love feast 

In most things Jesus was conservative The ritual worship of 
the Goa of Israel remained for Him always a sacred thing Bnt 
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higher truth ’’ Jesus’ own hope, iu all its clearness and complete 
originality, is recorded in the parables of the seed growing secretly and 
the grain of mustard seed, and m the sa) tng about the immortality 
of His words Nothing beyond this is m any way certain, however 
remarkable the saying in Mark uc i may be, that the looked-for 
consummation is to take place during the lifetime of the existing 
generation 

“It is only the fact that Mark is preceded by ‘the book of 
the Birth (and History) of Chnst according to Matthew’ — not 
only in the Scriptures, but also in men's minds, which were 
dom inat ed by it as the ‘first Gospel —which has caused it to 
be t*lr<»n as self-evident that Jesus, knowing Himself from the first 
to be the Messiah, expected His Parousia solely from heaven, and 
therefore with, or in, the clouds of heaven . . But since He 
who was thought of as by birth the Son of God, is now thought 
of as the Son of Man, bom an Israelite, and becoming the Son of 
God after the spirit only at His baptism, the hope that looks to 
the clouds of heaven cannot be, or at least ought not to be, any 
longer explained otherwise than as an enthusiastic dream" 

If; even at the beginning of the ’eighties, a so extreme theoiy 
on the other side could, without opposition, occupy all the points 
of vantage, it is evident that the theoiy which gave eschatology its 
due place was making but slow progress It was not that any one 
had been disputing the ground with it, but that all its operations 
were characterised by a nervous timidity And these hesitations 
are not to be laid to the account of those who did not perceive the 
approach of the decisive conflict, or refused to accept battle, lixe 
the followers of Rcuss, for instance, who were satisfied with the 
hypothesis tnat thoughts about the Last Judgment had forced their 
wayinto the authentic discouraes of Jesus about the destractton of the 
city, 1 even those who like Waffenbach are fully convinced that the 
esiatological question, and m particular the question of the Sccona 
Coming, which in many quartern has up to the present been treated 
» . Ji m aw ntt sooner or M. booonro fte M* 
of the greatest and most decisive of theological eomrovers.es 
even those who shared this conviction stopped halfway on the 
road on which they had entered. 

Weiffenbach’s 3 work, “Jesus' Conception of His Second Coming 

published m 1873, sums up the results of the jP rc ™ us ^f *«, 
of the subject He names as among those who asenoe 
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expectation of the Parousia, in the sensuous form in which it meets 
us in the documents, to a misunderstanding of the teaching of Jesus 
on the part of the disciples and the writers who were dependent 
upon them — Schleiermacher, Bleek, Holtzmann, Schenkel, Colani, 
Baur, TTagp, and Meyer. Among those who maintained that the 
Parousia formed an integral part of Jesus’ teaching, he cites Keim, 
Weizsacker, Strauss, and Renan He considers that the readiest 
way to advance the discussion will be by undertaking a critical 
renew of the attempt to analyse the great Synoptic discourse about 
the future in which Colani had led the way 

The question of the Parousia is like, Weiffenbach suggests, a 
vessel which has become firmly wedged between rocks Any 
attempt to get it afloat again will be useless until a new channel 
is found for it His detailed discussions are devoted to en- 
deavouring to discover the relation between the declarations 
regarding the Second Coming and the predictions of the Passion 
In the course of his analysis of the great prophetic discourse he 
rejects the suggestion made by Weisse in bis Evangeltmfragt of 
1856, that the eschatological character of the discourse results 
from the way in which it is pnt together; that while the sayings 
in their present mosaic-hke combination certainly have a reference 
to the last things, each of them individually in its original context 
might well bear a natural sense In Colam’s hypothesis of 
conflation the suggestion was to be rejected that it was not "Ur- 
Markus,” but the author of the Synoptic apocalypse who was 
responsible for the working in of the “ Little Apocalypse.” 1 It was 
an unsatisfactory feature of Weizsacker’s position* that he insisted on 
regarding the “Little Apocalypse” as Jewish, not Jewish-Christian , 
Pfleiderer had distinguished sharply what belongs to the Evangelist 
from the " Little Apocalypse,” and had sought to prove that the 
purpose of the Evangdist m thus breaking up the latter and working 
it into a discourse of Jesus was to tone down the eschatological 
hopes expressed in the discourse, because they had remained 
unfulfilled even at the fall of Jerusalem, and to retard the rapid 
development of the apocalyptic process by inserting between its 
successive phases passages from a different discourse* Weiffen- 
bach carries this senes of tentative suggestions to its logical con- 
clusion, advancing the view that the link of connexion between 

1 The English reader will find a constructive analysis of what is known as the 
"Little Apocalypse” in EnQtlafatdia Bithca, art "Gospels," col 1857, It con- 
sists of the verses Matt *xiv 6-8, 15-22, 29-31, 34, corresponding to Mark xm 7-90, 
14-20, 04-27, 30 According to the theory first sketched by Colani these verses 
formed an independent Apocalypse which was embedded in the Gospel bv the 
Evangelist. — F C B 

* Unltn-ichurgm tiler dte evungelixht Gtichich/e, 1864, pp 121-126 

* ■’ Uber die Komposttion der eschalologischen Rede Malt. »iv 4 ff" (The 
Componuon of the Eschatological Discourse in Malt mnv 4 ff.}, Jekriuchf. d, Thai 
vol an., 1868, pp 134-149. 
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the Jewish-Chnstian Apocalypse and the Gospel material m which 
it is embedded is the thought of the Second Coming This was 
the thought which gave the impulse from without towards the trans- 
mutation of Jewish into Jewish-Chnstian eschatology. Jesus must 
have given expression to the thought of His near return, and 
Jewish Christianity subsequently painted it over with the colons 
of Jewish eschatology. 

In developing this theory, Weiffenbach thought that he had 
succeeded m solving the problem which had been first critically 
formulated by Keim, who is constantly emphasising the idea that 
the eschatological hopes of the disciples could not be explained 
merely from their Judaic pre-suppositions, but that some incentive 
to the formation of these hopes must be sought in the preaching 
of Jesus, otherwise primitive Christianity and the life of Jesus 
would stand side by side unconnected and unexplained, and in that 
case we must give up all hope "of distinguishing the sure word of 
the Lord from Israel’s restless speculations about the future ” 

When the Jewish-Chnstian Apocalypse has been eliminated, 
we arrive at a discourse, spoken on the Mount of Olives, in which 
Jesus exhorted His disciples to watchfulness, in view of the near, 
but nevertheless undefined, hour of the return of " the Master of 


the House." 

In this discourse, therefore, we have a standard by which 
criticism may test all the eschatological sayings and discourses. 
Weiffenbach has the ment of having gathered together all foe 
eschatological matenal of the Sfynoptics and examined it in foe 
light of a definite principle In Colam the matenal was incomplete, 
and instead of a cntical principle he offered only an arbitrary 
exegesis which permitted him, for example, to conceive the watch- 
fulness on which the eschatological parables constantly insist as 
only a vmd expression for the sense of responsibility "which 
weighs upon the hfe of man " . , 

And yet the outcome of this attempt of Weiffenbach^ which 
begins with so much real promise, is m the end wholly unsatisfactory. 
The “authentic thought of the return" which he takes as tus 
standard has for its sole cogent the expectation of a visible 
personal return in the near future "free from all more or es 
fantastic apocalyptic and Jewish-Chnstian speculations about the 
future " That is to say, the whole of the eschatological discour-es 
of Jesus are to be judged by the standard of a adourie^ umeal 
figment of theology Whatever cannot be squared with that is to 
KSared spunks and cut away I Accordingly the 
closing saying at the Last Supper is stigmatised as a Chil a 
Capemaitic ” 1 distortion of a “normal promise of the 
oSSSTTS » idea of thewaA^/a, Matt « 4 * 

» By "Caperoaitic" Weiffenbach apparently mean* liternlialic, of ] 
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wholly foreign to Jesus’ world of thought j it is impossible, toOi 
that Jesus can have thought of Himself as the Judge of the world, 
for the Jewish and Jewish-Chnstian eschatology does not ascribe 
the conduct of the Last Judgment to the Messiah, that is first 
done by Gentile Christians, and especially by Paul, It was, 
therefore^ the later eschatology which set the Son oi Man on the 
throne of His glory and prepared “ the twelve thrones of judgment 
for the disciples ” The histonan ought only to admit such of the 
sayings about bearing rule in the Messianic Kingdom as can be 
interpreted in a spiritual, non-sensuous fashion. 

In the end Weiffenbach’s critical principle proves to be merely 
a bludgeon with which he goes seal-hunting and clubs the defence- 
less Synoptic sayings right and left. When his work is done yon 
see before you a desert island strewn with quivering corpses. 
Nevertheless the slaughter was not aimless, or at least it was not 
without result 

In the first place, it did really appear, as a by-product of the 
critical processes, that Jesus’ discourses about the future had 
nothing to do with an historical prevision of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, whereas the supposition that they had, had hitherto 
been taken as self-evident, the prediction of the destruction of 
Jerusalem being regarded as the histone nucleus of Jesus’ discourses 
regarding the future, to which the idea of the Last Judgment had 
subsequently attached itself. 

Here, then, we have the introduction of the converse opinion, 
which was subsequently established as correct j namely, that Jesus 
foresaw, indeed, the Last Judgment, but not the historical destruction 
of Jerusalem 

In the next place, in the course of his critical examination of 
the eschatological material, Weiffenbach stumbles upon the discourse 
at the sending forth of the Twelve in Matt, x., and finds himself face 
to face with the fact that the discourse which he was expected 
to regard as a discourse of instruction was really nothing of the kind, 
but a collection of eschatological sayings As he had taken over 
along with the Marcan hypothesis the closely connected view of 
the composite character of the Synoptic discourses, he does not 
allow himself to be misled, but regards this inappropriate charge 
to the Twelve as nothing else than an impossible anticipation and 
a bold anachronism. He knows that he is at one in this 
with Holtzmann, Colani, Bleek, Scholten, Meyer, and Keim, who 
also made the discourse of instruction end at die point beyond 
which they find it impossible to explain it, and regard the pre- 
dictions of persecution as only possible m die later penod of the 
life of Jesus "For these predictions,” to express Weiffenbach’s 
view m the words of Keim, "are too much at lanance with the 
essentially gracious and happy mood which suggested the sending 
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forth of the disciples, and reflect instead the Iund gloom of the 
fierce conflicts of the later period and the sadness of the farewell 
discourses ” 

It was a good thing that Bruno Bauer did not hear this chorus 
If he had, he would have asked Weiffenbach and his allies 
whether the poor fragment that remained after the cntical dissection 
of the "charge to the Twelve” was “a discourse of instruction,” 
and if m view of these difficulties they could not realise why he had 
refused, thirty years before, to believe in the "discourse of instruc- 
tion” But Bruno Bauer heard nothing: and so their blissful 
unconsciousness lasted for nearly a generation longer. 

The expectation of His Second Coming, repeatedly expressed 
by Jesus towards the dose of Hib life, is on this hypothesis authentic , 
it was painted over by the primitive Christian community with the 
colours of its own eschatology, m consequence of the delay of the 
Pnrousia , and in view of the mission to the Gentiles a more cautious 
conception of the nearness of the tune commended itself , nay, when 
Jerusalem had fallen and the "signs of the end" which had been 
supposed to be discovered in the horrors of the years 68 and 69 
had passed without result^ the return of Jesus was relegated to a 
distant future by the aid of the doctnne that the Gospel must first 
be preached to all the heathen Thus the Parousia, which accord- 
ing to the Jewish-Chnstian eschatology belonged to the present age, 
was transferred to the future “ With this combination and making 
coincident — they were not so at the first — of the Second Coming, the 
end of the world, and the final Judgment, the idea of the Second 
Coming reached the last and highest stage of its development 

Weiffenbach’s view, as we have seen, empties Jesus expectation 
of His return of almost all its content, and to that is due the fact 
that his investigation did not prove so useful as ft m«U have done 
His purpose is, following suggestions thrown out by Schteer^chei 
and Weisse, to prove the identity of the predictions of the Second 
Coming and of the Resurrection, and he takes as his stwtmg-pomt 
£ Nervation that the conduct of the disciples after tbederth 
of Jesus forbids us to suppose that the Resurrection had been pre 
dieted in clear and unambiguous sayings, and that, on the othe 
hand, the announcement of the Second Coming combes inpmut 
of time with the predictions of the Resurrection, and the P^™" 
both of the Serond Coming and of the Reaction 
organic connexion with the announcement of His approach g 

n srstsi •. *-£ 

differentiated the thought of the R«urrecti £1 *at whS* 

Second Coming The Resurrection did * J lt that 
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in dam ping, flamed up again m the hearts of His disciples The 
spiritual presence of the Deliverer who had manifested Himself to 
them did not seem to them to be the fulfilment of the promise of 
the Second Coming , but the expectation of the latter, being brought 
into contact with the flame of eschatological hope with which their 
hearts were a-fire, was fused, and cast into a form quite different 
from that m which it had been derived from the words of Jesus 

That is all finely observed. For the first time it had 
dawned upon historical criticism that the great question is that 
concerning the identity or difference of the Parousia and the 
Resurrection But the man who had been the first to grasp that 
though^ and who had undertaken his whole study with the special 
purpose of working it out, was too much under the influence of the 
spiritualised eschatology of Schleiermacher and Weisse to be able 
to assign the right values in the solution of his equation. And, 
withal, he is too much inclined to play the apologist as a subsidiary 
rifle. He is not content merely to render the history intelligible , 
he is, by his own confession, urged on by the hope that perhaps 
a way may be found of causing that “error" of Jesus to disappeai 
and proving it to be an illusion due to the want of a sufficiently close 
study of His discourses But the historian simply must not be an 
apologist, he must leave that to those who come after him and he 
may do so with a quiet mind, for the apologists, as we learn from 
the history of the lives of Jesus, can get the better of any his- 
toncal result whatever. It is, therefore* quite unnecessary that 
the historian should allow himself to be led astray by following an 
apologetic will-o’-the-wisp. 

Technically regarded, the mistake on which Weiffenbach’s in- 
vestigation made shipwreck was the failure to bring the Jewish 
apocalyptic material into relation with the Synoptic data If he 
had done this, it would have been impossible for him to extract an 
absolutely unreal and unhistoncal conception of the Second Coming 
out of the discourses of Jesus. 

The task which Weiffenbach had neglected remained undone — 
to the detriment of theology — untd Baldensperger 1 repaired the 
omission His book, “The Self-consciousness of Jesus in the Light 
of the Messianic Hopes of His Time," * published in 1 888 , made its 
impression by reason of the fullness of its material Whereas 
Colani and Volkmar had still been able to deny the existence of 

1 Wilhelm Baldensperger, at present Professor at Giessen, was bom to 1856 at 
Mfllhansen m Alsace. 

9 A new edition appeared in 1891 There is no fundamental alteration, but in 
consequence of the polemic against opponents who had arisen in the meantime it 
is fuller The first part of a third edition appeared in 1903 under the title Die 
r'esstartsch afohalyptischen ffnffitungm des Judentutru 

See also the interesting nse made of Late-Jewish and Rabbinic ideas in Alfred 
Edersheim s T/te Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, and ed. , London, 1884, a vols 
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a fully formed Messianic expectation m the time of Jesus, the 
genesis of the expectation was now fully traced out, and it was 
shown that the world of thought which meets us in Daniel had 
won the victory, that the " Son of Man " Messiah of the Similitudes 
of Enoch was the last product of the Messianic hope prior to the 
time of Jesus; and that therefore the fully developed Damelic 
scheme with its unbridgeable chasm between the present and the 
future world .furnished the outline within which all further and 
more detailed traits were inserted The honour of having effect- 
ively pioneered the way for this discovery belongs to Schurer 1 
Baldensperger adopts his ideas, but sets them forth in a much 
more direct way, because he, in contrast with Schurer, gives no 
system of Messianic expectation — and there never in reality was 
a system — but is content to picture its many-sided growth 

He does not, it is true, escape some minor inconsistencies 
For example, the idea of a “ political Messiahship,” which is really 
set aside by his historical treatment, crops up here and there, as 
though the author had not entirely got nd of it himself But 
the impression made by the book as a whole was overpowenng. 

Nevertheless this book does not exactly fulfil the promise of 
its title, any more than Weiffenbach’s The reader expects that 
now at last Jesus’ sayings about Himself will be consistently ex- 
plained in the light of the Jewish Messianic ideas, but that is not 
done For Baldensperger, instead of tracing down and working 
out the conception of the Kingdom of God held by Jesus as a 
product of the Jewish eschatology, at least by way of trying whetner 
that method would suffice, takes it over direct from modern 
historical theology He assumes as self-evident that J es f* °, 
ccption of the Kingdom of God had a double character, that the 
eschatological and spiritual elements were equaUy represented m n 
and mutually conditioned one another, and that J esus * er ^ 
began, in pursuance of this conception, to found a spintual mvis.ble 
Kingdom, although Hu expand a. ;Uk« « >t» ■*■£, * 
supernatural means Consequently there must also have been a 

i Emil Schtlrer, GudvMt JajilfMkt* J 

of the Jewish People a the Time of Chnst ) cad ed J pert r 

Here is to be found also a bibliography of the older literature of 3™ 

atic method of treating his subject, instead rft ratungth ]l(Ue spaw 

the only right way As a consequence of Jewish 
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duality in His religious consciousness, in which these tno con- 
ceptions had to be combined Jesus’ Messianic consciousness 
sprang, according to Baldensperger, “ from a religious root ” ; that 
is to say, the Messianic consciousness was a special modification 
of a self-consciousness in which a pure, spiritual, unique relation to 
God was the fundamental element; and from this arises the 
possibility of a spiritual transformation of the Jewish-Messiamc self- 
consciousness. In making these assumptions, Baldensperger does 
not ask himself whether it is not possible that for Jesus the purely 
Jewish consciousness of a transcendental Messiahship may itself 
hare been religious, nay even spiritual, just as well as the Messiah- 
ship resting on a vague, indefinite, colourless sense of union with 
God which modem theologians arbitrarily attribute to Him. 

Again, mstead of arriving at the two conceptions, Kingdom of 
God and Messianic consciousness, purely empirically, by an un 
biased comparison of the Synoptic passages with the Late-Jewish 
conceptions, Baldensperger, in this following Holtzmann, brings 
them into his theory in the dual form in which contemporary 
theology, now becoming faintly tinged with eschatology, offered 
them to him. Consequently, everything has to be adapted to this 
duality. Jesus, for example, in applying to Himself the title Son 
of Man, thinks not only of the transcendental significance which 
it has in the Jewish apocalyptic; but gives it at the same time an 
ethico-religious colouring 

Finally, the duality is explained by an application of the genetic 
method, in which the “course of the development of the sdl- 
consciousness of Jesus" is traced out The historical psychology 
of the Marcan hypothesis here shows its power of adapting itself to 
eschatology From the first, to follow the course of Baldenspeiger’s 
exposition, the eschatological view influenced Jesus’ expectation of 
the Kingdom and His Messianic consciousness In the wilderness, 
after the dawn of His Messianic consciousness at His baptism, He 
had rejected the ideal of the Messianic king of David’s lute and 
put away all warlike thoughts Then He began to found the 
Kingdom of God by preaching For a time the spiritualised idea 
of the Kingdom was dominant in His mind, the Messianic eschato- 
logical idea falling rather into the background. 

But His silence regarding His Messianic office was partly due 
to paedagogic reasons, “since He desired to lead His hearers to a 
more spiritual conception of the Kingdom and so to obviate a 
possible political movement on their part and the consequent inter- 
vention of the Roman government” In addition to this He bad 
also personal reasons for not revealing Himself >\mch only disap- 
peared in the moment when His death and Second Coming 
beoime part of His plan , previous to that He did not know how 
ana when the Kingdom was to come. Prior to the confession at 
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Caesarea Philippi, the disciples “had only a faint and vague sus- 
picion of the Messianic dignity of their Master n 

This was “rather the preparatory stage of His Messianic work” 
Objectively, it may be described “as the period of growing 
emphasis upon the spiritual characteristics of the Kingdom, and of 
resigned waiting and watching for its outward manifestation in 
glory j subjectively, from the point of view of the self-consciousness 
of Jesus, it may oe characterised as the period of the struggle 
between His religious conviction of His Messiahship and the 
traditional rationalistic Messianic belief" 

This first period opens out into a second in which He had 
attained to perfect clearness of vision and complete inner harmony 
By the acceptance of the idea of suffering, Jesus’ inner peace is en- 
hanced to the highest degree conceivable " By throwing Himself 
upon the thought of death He escaped the lingering uncertainty as 
to when and how God would fulfil His promise. . " “The 

coming of the Kingdom was fixed down to the Second Coming 
of the Messiah Now He ventured to regard Himself as the 
Son of Man who was to be die future Judge of the world, for 
the suffering and dying Son of Man was closely associated with the 
Son of Man surrounded by the host of heaven Would the people 
accept Him as Messiah ? He now, in Jerusalem, put the question 
to them in all its sharpness and burning actuality; and the people 
were moved to enthusiasm But so soon as they saw that He 
whom they had hailed with such acclamation was neither able nor 
willing to fulfil their ambitious dreams, a reaction set in 
Thus, according to Baldensperger, there was 
between the historical and the psychological events And tart is 
right > — if only the machinery were not so complicated, anrt 
“development” had not to be ground out of it at whatwer cost 
But this, and the whole manner of treatment in the second pan, 
encumbered as it is with parenthetic qualifications, was rendered 
inevitable by the adoption of the two aforesaid not purely hisuwial 
conceptions Sometimes, too, one gets the impr^um ttatt 
author felt that he owed it to the school to which be belonged ‘o 
advance no assertion without adding the hmiutions which sc ^ fi- 
cally secure it against attack. Thus on evety 
mto an entrenched position, with palisades of footnotes— m « v 
he bSk Sly ends with a footnote. But the eon g 
underlay the whole was so full of vigour that m ****** though 

position in re |?^ d .‘ ^ ded ^new tasis for discussion and gave 
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since the 'sixties, at least not in the same degree of energy. 
Perhaps the very limitations of the work, due as they were to its 
introduction of modern ideas, rendered it better adapted to the 
spirit of the age, and consequently more influential, than if it had 
been characterised by that rigorous maintenance of a single point of 
view which was abstractly requisite for the proper treatment of 
the subject. It was precisely the rejection of this rigorous con 
sistency which enabled it to gam ground for the cause of 
eschatology. 

But the consistent treatment from a single point of view was 
bound to come, and it came four years later. In passing from 
Weiffenbach and Baldensperger to Johannes Weiss 1 the reader feds 
hke an explorer who after weary wanderings through billowy seas of 
reed-grass at length reaches a wooded tract, and instead of swamp 
feds firm ground beneath his feet, instead of yidding rushes sees 
around him the steadfast trees At last there is an end of “ qualify- 
ing clause’ theology, of the “and yet," the “on the other hand," 
the “ notwithstanding * i The reader had to follow the others 
step by step, making his way over every footbridge and gang-plank 
which they laid down, following all the meandermgs in which they 
indulged, and must never let go their hands if he wished to come 
safely through the labyrinth of spiritual and eschatological ideas 
which they supposed to be found m the thought of Jesus 

In Weiss there are none of these devious paths: “behold the 
land lies before thee ” 

His “Preaching of Jesus concerning the Kingdom of God,"® 
published in 1892, has, on its own lines, an importance equal to 
that of Strauss’s first Life of Jesus He lays down the third great 
alternative which the study of the life of Jesus had to meet The 
first was laid down by Strauss : either purely historical or purely super- 
natural. The second had been worked out by the Tubingen school 
and Holtzmann: either Synoptic or Johannme Now came the 
thud either eschatological or non-eschatological * 

Progress always consists in taking one or other of two alternatives, 
m abandoning the attempt to combine them The pioneers of 
progress have therefore always to reckon with the law of mental 
inertia which manifests itself in the majority — who always go on 
believing that it is possible to combine that which can no longer 
be combined, and in fact claim it as a special ment that they, in 
contrast w uh the “ one-sided " writers, can do justice to the other side 
of the question. One must just let them be, till their time is over, 

1 Johannes Weiss, now Professor al Marburg, was born at Kid in 1863 
* It mi} be mentioned (hat this work had been preceded (m 1891) fay two Leiden 
prae dissertations, titer die Lthre vam Rack Gotta m Neuen Testament (Concerning 
■he Kingdom of God in the New Testament), one of them by Isscl, the other, which 
lays especially strong emphasis upon the eschatology, by Schindler 
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and resign oneself not to see the end of it, since it is found by 
experience that the complete victory of one of two historical 
alternatives is a matter of two full theological generations 

This remark is made in order to explain why the work of 
Johannes Weiss did not immediately make an end of the mediating 
views Another reason perhaps was that, according to the usual 
canons of theological authorship, the book was much too short — 
only sixty-seven pages — and too simple to allow its full significance 
to be revised And yet it is precisely this simplicity which makes 
it one of the most important works in historical theology It 
seems to break a spell It closes one epoch and begins another 
Weiflfenbach had failed to solve the problem of the Second 
Coming Baldensperger that of the Messianic consciousness of 
Jesus, because both of them allowed a false conception of the 
Kingdom of God to keep its place among the data. The general 
conception of the Kingdom was first rightly grasped by Johannes 
Weiss All modem ideas, he insists, even in then- subtlest forms, 
must be eliminated from it, when this is done; we arrive at a 
Kingdom of God which is wholly future, as is indeed implied by 
the petition in the Lord’s prayer, “Thy Kingdom come” Being 
still to come, it is at present purely supza-mundane It is present 
only as a cloud may be said to be present which throws its shadow 
upon the earth , its nearness, that is to say, is recognised by the 
paralysis of the Kingdom of Satan In the fact that Jesus casts 
out the demons, the Pharisees are bidden to recognise, according to 
Matt. x 3 l 35-38, that the Kingdom of God is already come upon 


This is the only sense in which Jesus thinks of the Kingdom as 
present He does not “ establish it,” He only proclaims its coming 
He exercises no “Messianic functions,” but waits, like others tor 
God to bring about the coming of the Kingdom by supernatural 
means He does not even know the day and hour when this shaU 
come to pass The missionary journey of the disciples was not 
designed for the extension of the Kingdom of God, hut oniy as a 
means of rapidly and widely making known its neamess But K 
was not so near as Jesus thought The impenitence and hardness 
ofheart of a great part of the people, and the implacable eM^ 
of His opponents, at length convinced Him that the 
of the Kingdom of God could not yet take pkee, that an* 
penitence as had been shown hitherto was not sufficient; and that 
^“otomele, the ge.lt of .be pe^ me. 

It becomes clear to Him that Hie own death mus 

nrire He dies, not for the community of His followers only, 

R ££>. » **» H; -TKfg £2 

Sain m Tthe spkndo°u 7 a°nd glory with which, since the days of 
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Daniel, men’s imaginations had surrounded the Messiah, and He 
was to come, moreover, within the lifetime of the generation to 
which He had proclaimed the nearness of the Kingdom of God 

The setting up of the Kingdom was to be preceded by the Day 
of Judgment In describing the Messianic glory Jesus makes use 
of the traditional picture, but He does so with modesty, restraint, 
and sobriety. Therein consists His greatness 

With political expectations this Kingdom has nothing whatever 
to do “To hope for the Kingdom of God in the transcendental 
sense which Jesus attaches to it, and to raise a revolution, are two 
things as different as fire and water ” The transcendental character 
of the expectation consists precisely in this, that the State and all 
earthly institutions, conditions, and benefits, as belonging to the 
present age, shall either not exist at all in the coming Kingdom, or 
shall exist only in a sublimated form. Hence Jesus cannot preach 
to men a special ethic of the Kingdom of God, but only an ethic 
which m this world makes men free from the world and prepared 
to enter unimpeded into the Kingdom That is why His is 
of so completely negative a character , it is, in fact, not so much an 
ethic as a penitential discipline. 

The ministry of Jesus is therefore not in principle different from 
that of John the Baptist there can be no question of a founding 
and development of the Kingdom within the hearts of men What 
distinguishes the work of Jesus from that of the Baptist is only 
His consciousness of being the Messiah He awoke to this con- 
sciousness at His baptism But the Messiahship which He claims 
is not a present office , its exerase belongs to the future. On 
earth He is only a man, a prophet, as in the new implied in the 
speeches in the Acts of the Apostles " Sou of Man " is therefore, 
in the passages where it is authentic, a purely eschatological designa- 
tion of the Messiah, though we cannot tell whether His hearers 
understood Him as speaking of Himself in His future rank and 
dignity, or whether they thought of the Son of Man as a being 
quite distinct from Himself, whose coming He was only proclaiming 
in advance 

“The sole object of this argument is to prove that the Messianic 
self-consciousness of Jesus, as expressed in the title ‘Son of Man,' 
shares m the transcendental apocalyptic character of Jesus’ idea of 
the Kingdom of God, and cannot be separated from that idea.” 
ine only partially correct evaluation of the factors in the problem 
of the Life of Jesus which Baldensperger had taken over from 
contemporaiy theology, and which had hitherto prevented historical 
science from obtaining a solution of that problem, had now been 
corrected from the histoiy itself, and it was now only necessary 
to insert the corrected data into the calculation 

Here is the point at which it is fitting to recall Reimarus He 
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was ihc first, and indeed, before Johannes Weiss, the only writer who 
recognised and pointed out that the preaching of Jesus was purely 
eschatological It is true that his conception of the cschatolog) 
was primitive, and that lie applied it not as a constructive, but as a 
destructive principle of criticism Hut read his statement of the 
problem "nth the *igns changed,” and with the necessary dcduc 
tion for the primitive character of the eschatology, and you have 
the viev of Wei«s 

Ghilhii), too, has a claim to be remembered When Weiss 
asserts that the part played by Jesus was not the active Tole of 
establishing the Kingdom, but the passive role of waiting for 
the coming of the Kingdom j and that it was, m a sense, only by 
the acceptance of His sufferings that He emerged from that 
passivity, he is only asserting what Ghillany had maintained 
thirty years before wnh the same arguments and with the same 
decisiveness Ihu Weiss places the assertion on a scientifically 
unassail dilc basis. 
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THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ESCHATOLOGY 

Wilhelm BouBaat Jesu Prcdigt in lhrem Gegensatz zum Jodentum Em religioifr 
gesehichthcher Verglcich (The Antithesis belli een J esns’ Preaching and Judaism. 
A Religious-Hut oncal Comparison ) Gottingen, 189a 130 pp 

Enoh Hanpt Die escbatologiscben Aussagen Jesu in den synoptischen E^angelien 
(The Eschatological Sayings of Jesus ffi the Synoptic Gospels ) 1895 167 pp 
Paul Weenie Die Anftnge unserer Religion Tubmgen-L«ping, 1901 , and ed , 
*904. 410 pp 

EmilSehffrer. Dasmessiaruscho Selbstbewusstsein Jesu-Chnsti 1903 Akadcmischa 
Festrede. (The Messianic Self -consciousness of Jesus Christ ) 34 pp 

Wilhelm Brandt Die erangelische Geschichte und tier Ureprung des Chnstentums 
auf Grand enter KntiV der Bench te uber das Leiden und die Auferstehung Jesu 
(The Gospel History and the Ongm of Christianity Based upon a Critical 
Study of the Narratives of the Sufferings and Resurrection of Jesus ) Leipzig, 
1893 591 pp 

Adolf Julfcher Die Gieichnisreden Jesu (The Parables of Jesus ) Vol 1,1888, 
391 pp , vol n , 1899, 643 pp 

In this period the important books are short The sixty-seven 
pages of Johannes Weiss are answered by Bousset 1 in a bare 
hundred and thirty People began to see that the elaborate Lives 
of Jesus which had hitherto held the field, and enjoyed an 
immortality of revised editions, only masked the fact that the 
study of the subject was at a standstill ; and that the tedious re- 
handling of problems which had been solved so far as they were 
capable of solution only served as an excuse for not grappling with 
those which still remained unsolved 

This conviction is expressed by Bousset at the beginning of 
his work The criticism of the sources, he says, is finished, and 
its results may be regarded, so far as the Life of Jesus is concerned, 
as provisionally complete The separation between John and the 
Synoptists has been secured For the Synoptists, the two-document 
hypothesis has been established, according to which the sources 
are a primitive form of Mark, and a collection of “ logia ” A 
certain interest might still attach to the attempt to arrive at the 
primitive kernel of Mark, but the attempt has a pnon so little 

* Wilhelm Bousset, now Professor in Gottingen, bora 1865 at Lfibeck. 
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prospect of success that it was almost a waste of time to continue 
to work at it It would be a much more important thing to get 
rid of the feeling of uncertainty and artificiality m the Liras of 
Jesus What is now chiefly wanted, Bousset th.uks, is "a firmlj- 
drawn and life-like portrait which, with a few bold strokes, should 
bring out clearly the originality, the force, the personality of Jesus " 
It is evident that the centre of the problem has now been 
reached That is why the writing becomes so teise The masses 
of thought can only be manoeuvred here m a close formation such 
as Weiss gives them The loose order of discursive exegetical 
discussions of separate passages is now no longer in place. Hie 
first step towards further progress was the simple one of marshalling 
the passages in such a way as to gain a single consistent impression 
from them 


In the first instance Bousset is as ready as Johannes Weiss to 
admit the importance for the mind of Jesus of the eschatological 
“then" and “now." The realistic school, he thinks, are perfectly 
right in endeavouring to relate Jesus, without apologetic or 
theological inconsistencies, to the background of contemporaiy 
ideas Later, m 1901, he was to make it a reproach against 
Harnack’s “What is Christianity ? " {Das Wescn des Christmtums) 
that it did not give sufficient importance to the background of 
contemporary thought in its account of the preaching of Jesus 1 
He goes on to ask, however, whether the first enthusiasm over 
the discovery of this genuinely historical way of looking at things 
should not be followed by some “ second thoughts " of a deeper 
character Accepting the position laid down by Johannes Weiss, 
we must ask, he thinks, whether this purely histoncal criticism, by 
the exclusive emphasis which it has laid upon eschatology, has no 
allowed the “essential originality and power of the personality 01 
Jesus to slip through its fingers,” and closed its grasp instead upon 
contemporary conceptions and imaginations which are often 01 a 


quite special character . 

The Late-Jewish eschatology was, according to Bousset, by no 
means a homogeneous system of thought Realistic and transc • 
dental elements stand side by side in it, unreconciled. « 
genuine popular belief of Late Judaism still clung quite "« v el) to 
grSrthly realistic hopes of former times, and hadneverben 
able to rise to the purely transcendental regions *** ld 

charactcnstic habitat of apocalyptic, pc rejection oftheworW 
is never carried out consistently, something of the Jewish nation 
ldcal'alwavs^ remains And forth* reason Late Judaism made no 
nroeress towards the overcoming of particularism 
P Probably, Bousset holds, this Apocalyptic thought is 1 not men 
genuinely Jewish, as he ably argued » another work, there 

1 Theol Runitekau (1901), 4, pp. S? *°3 
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was a considerable strain of Persian influence in it 1 The dualism, 
the transference to the transcendental region of the future hope, 
the conception of the world which appears in Jewish apocalyptic^ 
are of Iranian rather than Jewish origin. 

Two thoughts are especially characteristic of Bousset’s position } 
first, that this transcendentalismg of the future implied a spiritualisa- 
tion of it , secondly, that in post-exihc Judaism there was always 
an undercurrent of a purer and more spontaneous piety, the 
presence of which is especially to be traced in the Psalms 

Into a dead world, where a land of incubus seems to stifle all 
naturalness and spontaneity, there comes a living Man. According 
to the formulae of His preaching and the designations which He 
applies to Himself; He seems at first sight to identify Himself 
with this world rather than to oppose it But these conceptions 
and tides, especially the Kingdom of God and the Son of Man, 
must be provisionally left in the background, since they, as being 
conceptions taken over from the past, conceal rather than reveal 
what is most essential in His personality The primary need is to 
discover, behind the phenomenal, the real character of the personality 
and preaching of Jesus. The starting-point must therefore be the 
simple fact that Jesus came as a living Man into a dead world. 
He is living, because in contrast with His contemporaries He has 
a living idea of God His faith in the Fatherhood of God is 
Jesus' most essential act. It signifies a breach with the trans- 
cendental Jewish idea of God, and an unconscious inner negation 
of the Jewish eschatology. Jesus, therefore, walks through a world 
which denies His own eschatology like a man who has firm ground 
under his feet. 

That which on a superficial view appears to be eschatological 
preaching turns out to be essentially a renewal of the old prophetic 
preaching with its positive ethical emphasis Jesus is a mamfesta 
tion of that ancient spontaneous piety of which Bousset had shown 
the existence in Late Judaism 

The most characteristic thing in the character of Jesus, 
according to Bousset, is His joy in life. It is true that if, in 
endeavouring to understand Him, we take primitive Christianity 
a3 our starting-point, we might conceive of this joy m life as the 
complement of the eschatological mood, as the extreme expression 
of indifference to the world, which can as well enjoy the world as 
flee it But the purely eschatological attitude, though it reappears 

1 W Boussei Du jddtsche Apokaljrfttk in iknr rdtgtonsgaehichthchm 
Rtrbtnft tmd iknr Beienlung/urdas tftue Ttstanunt (The On gin of Apocalyptic 
as indicated oy Compname Religion, and its significance for the understanding of 
the New Testament ) Berlin, 1903. 67 pp See also W Bousset, Du Rthgum da 
Juintunu tm ruutalamtntluhin Zatelter, 51a pp , 190a For the assertion of 
Persic influences see also Stmre, Dtr Rmfittu da Pamimiu a uf das J udctlum 
Haarlem, 189B 
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m early Christianity, does not give the nght due for the interpreta 
don of the character of Jesus as a whole His joy m the world 
was real, a genuine outcome of His new type of piety It 
prevented the eudaemomstic eschatological idea of reward, which 
some think they find in Jesus' preaching, from ever really becoming 
an element in it. 


Jesus is best understood by contrasting Him with the 
Baptist John was a preacher of repentance whose eyes were fixed 
upon the future Jesus did not allow the thought of the nearness 
of the end to rob Him of His simplicity and spontaneity, and was 
not cnppled by the reflection that everything was transitoiy, 
preparatory, a mere means to an end. His preaching of 
repentance was not gloomy and forbidding , it was the proclamation 
of a new righteousness, of which the watchword was, "Ye shall be 
perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect * He desires to com- 
municate this personal piety by personal influence In contrast 
with the Baptist He never aims at influencing masses of men, but 
rather avoids it His wo»k was accomplished mainly among little 
groups and individuals He left the task of carrying the Gospel 
far and wide as a legacy to the community of His followers The 
mission of the Twelve, conceived as a mission for the rapid and 
widespread extension of the Gospel, is not to be used to explain 
Jesus’ methods of teaching, the narrative of it rests on an "obscure 
and unintelligible tradition.” 

This genuine joy in life was not unnoticed by the con- 
temporaries of Jesus who contrasted Him as "a gluttonous man 
and a wine-bibber," with the Baptist They were vaguely 
conscious that the whole life of Jesus was “sustained by the feelmg 
of an absolute antithesis between Himself and His times. He 
lived not in anxious expectation, but in cheerful gladness, because 
by the native strength of His piety He had brought present and 
future into one Free from all extravagant Jewish delusions 
about the future* He was not paralysed by the conditions which 
must be fulfilled to make this future present He has a pectin 
conviction of its coming which gives Him courage to man 7 
present with the future The present as contrasted alth 
beyond is for Him no mere shadow, but tnith “^My ,hfe:s 
not for Him a mere illusion, but is charged with a red and 
valuable meaning His own tune is the Messianic tune, as His 
answer to the Baptist’s question shows "And it is among 
m^ c^am things m the Gospel that Jesus m His earthly Me 
acknowledged Himself as Messiah both to His disciples and to 
High-Pnest, and made His entiy lotojerusalemassudi 
6 tt 0 fViprpfore fully recognise the worth of the present 
notSe^t mughTAat tMs world’s goods were m themse^ 
tad! w£t He JF was only that they must not be put first. 
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Indeed He gives a new value to life by teaching that man cannot 
be nghteous m isolation, but only in the fellowship of love. And 
as, moreover, the righteousness which He preaches is one of the 
goods of the Kingdom of God, He cannot have thought of the 
TTi ngdnm as wholly transcendental The Reign of God begins 
for Him in the present era. His consciousness of being able to 
cast out demons in the spirit of God because Satan’s kingdom on 
earth is at an end is only the supematuralistic expression for 
something of which He also possesses an ethical consciousness, 
namely, that in the new social righteousness the Kingdom of God 
is already present. 

This presence of the Ktngdom was not, however, clearly 
.vr piainfri by Jesus, but was set forth in paradoxes and parables, 
especially in the parables of Mark iv. When we find the 
Evangelist, in immediate connexion with these parables, 
asserting that the aim of the parables was to mystify and conceal, 
we may conclude that the basis of this theory is the fact that these 
parables concerning the presence of the Kingdom of God were not 
understood 

In effecting this tacit transformation Jesus is acting m accordance 
with a tendency of the time. Apocalyptic is itself a spiritualisation 
of the ancient Israehtish hopes of the future^ and Jesus only 
carries this process to its completion He raises Late Judaism 
above the limitations in which it was involved, separates out the 
remnant of national, political, and sensuous ideas which still clung 
to the expectation of the future in spite of its having been 
spiritualised by apocalyptic, and breaks with the Jewish particu- 
larism, though without providing a theoretical basis for this step 

Thus, m spite of, nay even because of, His opposition to it, 
Jesus was the fulfiller of Judaism In Him were united the ancient 
and vigorous prophetic religion and the impulse which Judaism itself 
had begun to feel towards the spiritualisation of the future hope 
The transcendental and the actual meet m a unity which is full of 
life and strength, creative not reflective, and therefore not needing 
to set aside the ancient traditional ideas by didactic explanations, 
but overcoming them almost unconsciously by the truth which 
lies in this paradoxical union The historical formula embodied in 
Bousset's dosing sentence runs thus s ” The Gospel develops some 
of the deeper-lying motifs of the Old Testament, but it protests 
against the prevailing tendency of Judaism.” 

Such of the underlying assumptions of this construction as invite 
challenge He open to inspection, and do not need to be painfully 
disentangled from a web of exegesis ; that is one of the merits of 
the book. The chief points to be queried are as follows • 

Is it the case that the apocalypses mark the introduction of a 
process of spiritualisation applied to the ancient Israehtish hopes ? 
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A picture of the future is not spintuabsed simply by being projected 
upon the clouds This elevation to the transcendental region 
signifies, on the contrary, the transference to a place of safety of 
the eudaemonistic aspirations which have not been fulfilled in the 
present, and winch are expected, by way of compensation, from 
the other world. The apocalyptic conception is so far from being 
a spiritualisation of the future expectation^ that it represents on 
the contrary the last desperate effort of a strongly eudaemomsbc 
popular religion to raise to heaven the earthly goods from which it 
cannot make up its mind to part 

Next we must ask- Is it really necessary to assume the 
existence of so wide reaching a Persian influence in Jewish 
eschatology? The Jewish dualism and the sublimation of its 
hope have become historical just because^ owing to the fate of the 
nation, the religious life of the present and the fair future which 
was logically bound up with it became more and more widely 
separated, temporally and locally, until at last only its dualism and 
the sublimation of its hope enabled the nation to survive its 


disappointment 

Again, is it historically permissible to treat the leading ideas of 
the preaching of Jesus, which bear so dearly the marks of the 
contemporary mould of though^ as of secondary importance for the 
investigation, and to endeavour to trace Jesus' thoughts from 
within outwards and not from without inwards? 

Further, is there really in Judaism no tendency towards the 
overcoming of particularism ? Has not its eschatology, as shaped 
by the deutero-prophebc hteraturei a umversahshc ouQook? Did 
Jesus overcome particularism in principle otherwise than it is over- 
come in Jewish eschatology, that is to say, with reference to the 


future? ...... 

What is there to prove that Jesus' distinctive faith in the 
Fatherhood of God ever existed independently, and not as 
an alternative form of the historically- conditioned Messianic 
consciousness? In other words, what is there to show that the 
“ religious attitude” of Jesus and His Messianic consciousness are 
anything else than identical, temporally and conceptually, so that 
the first must always be understood as conditioned by the 

Again, is the saying about the gluttonous man and mnetabOK 
a sufficient basis for the contrast between Jens and the Bapurt? 
Is not Jesus’ preaching of repentance gloomy as well as me 
Baptist’s? Where do we read that He, in contrast with the 
Baptist, avoided dealing with masses of men? Whne dffi lfe 
mve "the community of His disdples” marching orden to go * 
Ed wide in the seSse required by Boussefs ^gument? Where 
„ there a word to tell us that He thought of His work amg 
individuals and litfle groups of men as the most importan 
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of His ministry? Are we not told the exact contrary, that He 
“taught” His disciples as little as He did the people? Is there 
any justification for characterising the missionary jonmey of the 
Twelve, just because it directly contradicts this view, as “an obscure 
and unintelligible tradition ? ” 

Is it so certain that Jesus made a Messianic entry into 
Jerusalem, and that, accordingly, He declared Himself to the 
disciples and to the High Priest as Messiah in the present, and 
not m a purely future sense ? 

What are the sayings which justify us in making the attitude 
of opposition which He took up towards the Rabbinic legalism 
into a “sense of the absolute opposition between Himself and His 
people ” ? The very “ absolute,” with its ring of Schleiermacher, is 
suspicious 

All these, however, are subsidiary positions The decisive point 
is ’ Can Bousset make good the assertion that Jesus’ joy m life was 
a more or less unconscious inner protest against the purely 
eschatological world-renouncing religious attitude, the pnmal 
expression of that “absolute” antithesis to Judaism? Is it not 
the case that His attitude towards earthly goods was wholly con- 
ditioned by eschatology ? That is to say, were not earthly goods 
emptied of any essential value in such a way that joy in thejworld 
and indifference to the world were simply the final expression of an 
ironic attitude which had been sublimated into pure serenity. 
That is the question upon the answer to which depends the 
decision whether Bousset’s position is tenable or not. 

It is not in fact tenable, for the opposite view has at its disposal 
inexhaustible reserves of world-renouncing, world-contemning say- 
ings, and the few utterances which might possibly be interpreted 
as expressing a purely positive joy in the world, desert and go 
over to the enemy, because they textually and logically belong to 
the other set of sayings Finally, the promise of earthly happiness 
as a reward, to which Bousset had denied a position in the teaching 
of Jesus, also falls upon his rear, and that in the very moment 
when he is seeking to prove from the saying, “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added unto you," that for Jesus this world’s goods are not in 
themselves evil, hut are only to be given a secondary place 
Here the eudaemonism is written on the forehead of the saying, 
since the receiving of these things — we must remember, too, the 
"hundredfold" in another passage — is future^ not present, and will 
only “ come " at the same time as the Kingdom of God All present 
goods, on the other hand, serve only to support life and render 
possible an undtstracted attitude of waiting in pious hope for that 
future, and therefore are not thought of as gams, but purely as 
a gift of God, to be cheerfully and freely enjoyed as a foretaste 
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of those blessings winch the elect arc to enjoy in the future Divine 
dispensation 

The loss of this position decides the further point that if there 
is nny suggestion in the teaching of Jesus that the future Kingdom 
of God is in some sense present, it is not to be understood as 
implying an anti eschatological acceptance of the world, but merely 
as a phenomenon indicate e of the extreme tension of the 
eschatological consciousness, just in the same way as His joy in 
the world Rousset has a kind of indirect recognition of this m 
his remark that the presence of the Kingdom of God is only 
asserted by Jesus as a kind of paradox If the assertion of its 
presence indicated that acceptance of the world formed part 
of Jesus' system of thought, it would be at variance with His 
eschatology. But the paradoxical character of the assertion is due 
precisely to the fact that Tits acceptance of the world is but the last 
expression of the completeness with which He rejects it 

But what do critical cavils matter in the case of a book of 


which the force, the influence, the greatness, depends upon its 
spirit ? It is great because it recognises — what is so rarely 
recognised in theological works — the point where the mam issue 
really lies; in the question, namely, whether Jesus preached and 
worked as Messiah, or whether, as follows if a prominent place is 
given to eschatology, os Colam had long ago recognised, His 
career, historically regarded, was only the career of a prophet with 
an undercurrent of Messianic consciousness . rue 

As a consequence of grasping the question m its full sigmti 
ranee, Bousset rejects all the little dc> ices by which previous writers 
had endeavoured to relate Jesus' ministry to His times, each one 
prescribing at what point He was to connect Himself with it, ana 
of course proceeding in his book to represent Him as connecting 

Himself with it in jweciscly that way Boussct recogmses tha 

supreme importance or eschatology in the teaching of J C5US13 
to be got rid of by whittling away a little point here and ‘ h "£. a d f 
rubbing it smooth with critical sandpaper until it is capable of 
reflecting a different thought, but only by fully admitting it, whde 
at the same time counteracting it by asserting a ^^ous demau 
of world-acceptance m the thought of Jesus, and kn»q 
vhole teaching as a kind of alternating current between positive 
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therein lies at once its greatness and its weakness Bousset 
vindicates Jesus, not for history, but for Protestantism, by making 
Him the heroic representative of a deeply religious acceptance 
of the goods of life amid an apocalyptic world His study 
is not unhistoncal, but supra-histoncaL The spirit of Jesus was in 
fact world-accepting in the sense that through the experience 
of centimes it advanced historically to the acceptance of the 
world, since nothing can appear phenomenally which is not in 
some sense ideally present from the first But the teaching of the 
historical Jesus was purely and exclusively world-renouncing If, 
therefore, the problem which Bousset has put on the blackboard 
for the eschatological school to solve is to be successfully solved, 
the solution is to be sought on other, more objectively historical, 
lines 

That the decision of the question whether Jesus’ preaching of 
the Kingdom of God is wholly eschatological or only partly 
eschatological, is primarily to be sought in His ethical teaching, 
is recognised by all the critics of Baldenspeiger and Weiss They 
differ only in the importance which they assign to eschatology But 
no other writer has grasped the problem as clearly as Bousset 

The Pansian Ehrhardt emphasises eschatology very strongly 
in his work "The Fundamental Character of the Preaching of Jesus 
in Relation to the Messianic Hopes of His People and His own 
Messianic Consciousness” 1 Nevertheless he asserts the presence 
of a twofold ethic in Jesus' teaching . eschatology did not attempt 
to evacuate everything else of all value, but allowed the natural 
and ethical goods of this world to hold their place, as belonging to 
a world of thought which resisted its encroachments 

A much more negative attitude is taken up by Albert Riville 
in his Jlsus de Nasanth * According to him both Apocalyptic 
and Messiarusm are foreign bodies in the teaching of Jesus which 
have been forced into it by the pressure of contemporary thought 
Jesus would never of His own motion have taken up the rfile of 
Messiah. 

Wendt, too, in the second edition of his Lthrt Jesu, which 
appeared in 1903, held in the main to the fundamental idea of 
the first, the 1890, edition , namely, that Jesus in view of His purely 
religious relation to God could not do otherwise than transform, 
from within outwards, the traditional conceptions, even though 

1 Der Grunicharalter der Ethik Jesu tin VerhSUtus tu den messianisehtn 
Heffrungtn seines l 'dies uni tu setnem etgenen Messiaslewusstsein Freiburg, 
1895, 119 pp See also bis inaugural dissertation of 1896, Le Principe de la irerate 
de Jlsus Pans, 1896 

* K Rogers, The Life and Teachings ef Jesus , a Critical Analysis, etc (London 
and New York, 1894), regards Jesus’ teaching ns purelj ethical, refusing to admit any 
eschatology at alL a Pans, a vols , 500 and 51a pp 
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they seem to be traceable in their actual contemporary form on 
the surface of His teaching He had already, in 1893, in the 
Christliche Welt clearly expounded, and defended against Weiss, his 
view of the Kwgdoir of God as already present for the thought 
of Jesus 

The effect which Baldensperger and Weiss had upon Weiffen- 
bach 1 was to cause him to bring out in full strength the apologetic 
aspect which had been somewhat held in check in his work of 
1873 by the thoroughness of his exegesis The apocalyptic of 
this younger school, which was no longer willing to believe that in 
the mouth of Jesus the Farousia meant nothing more than an 
issuing from death clothed with power, is on all grounds to be 
rejected It assumes, since this expectation was not fulfilled, an 
error on the part of Jesus It is better to rest content with not 
being able to sec quite dearly 

Protected by a similar armour, the successive editions oi 
Bernhard Weiss’s Life of Jesus went their way unmolested down 
to 1902 

Not with an apologetic purpose, but on the basis of an original 
religious view, Titius, in his work on the New Testament doctnne 
of bWc pitness , develops the teaching of Jesus concerning the 
Kingdom of God as a present good * 

In the same year, 1895, appeared E Haupt’s work on "The 
Eschatological Sayings of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels” In 
contradistinction to Bousset he takes as his starting-point the 
eschatological passages, examining each separately and modulating 
them back to the Johanmne key. It is so delicately and ingeniously 
done that the reading of the book is an aesthetic pleasure which 
makes one in the end quite forget the apologetic motfxn order to 
surrender oneself completely to the authoi s mystical system ot 


R is, indeed, not the least service of the eschatological school 
that it compels modem theology, which is so much preoccupied 
with history, to reveal what is its own as its own Eschatology 
makes it impossible to attribute modern ideas to Jesus and ttn 
byway of “New Testament Theology” take them back from Him 
as a loan, us even Ritschl not so long ago did with such nmvetl 
Johanna Weiss, m cutting himself loose, as an » from 
Ritschl, and recognising that "the real roots of Ritscbls ideas 

1 XV Weifienbich, D,' Fragc d,r Widcrkunfl Jau (The Question ameemmg 
the Second Coming of Jesus ) YneOxtz, 1901 sthi fr* uni tkrt Beitntnng 
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are to be found in Kant and the illuminist theology,” 1 introduced 
the last decisive phase of the process of separation between 
histoncal and “modem” theology Before the advent of eschato- 
logy, critical theology was, in the last resort, without a principle of 
discrimination, smce it possessed no reagent capable of infallibly 
separating out modem ideas on the one hand and genuinely ancient ' 
New Testament ideas on the other The application of the 
criterion has now begun. What will be the issue, the future 
alone can show. 

But even now we can recognise that the separation was not 
only of advantage to histoncal theology , for modem theology, the 
manifestation of the modem spirit as it really is, was still more 
important Only when it became conscious of its own inmost 
essence and of its nght to exist, only when it freed itself from 
its illegitimate histoncal justification, which, leaping over the 
centimes, appealed directly to an histoncal exposition of the New 
Testament, only then could it unfold its full wealth of ideas, which 
had been hitherto root-bound by a false historicity. It was not by 
chance that in Bousset’s reply a certain affirmation of life, something 
expressive of the genius of Protestantism, cnes aloud as never before 
in any theological work of this generation, or that m Haupt’s work 
German mysticism interweaves its mystenous harmonies with the 
Johanmne mottf The contnbution of Protestantism to the inter- 
pretation of the world had never been made so manifest in any 
work prior to Weiss’s The modern spirit is here breaking in 
wreaths of foam upon the sharp cliffs of the rock-bound eschato- 
logical world-view of Jesus To put it more prosaically, modem 
theology is at last about to become sincere. But this is so far only 
a prophecy of the future 

If we are to speak of the present it must be fully admitted that 
even histoncal science, when it desires to continue the histoiy 
of Christianity beyond the life of Jesus, cannot help protesting 
against the one-sidedness of the eschatological world of thought of 
the “Founder.” It finds itself obliged to distinguish in the thought 
of Jesus “ permanent elements and transitory elements ” which, being 
interpreted, means eschatological and not essentially eschatological 
materials; otherwise it can get no farther. For if Jesus' world of 
thought was wholly and exclusively eschatological, there can only 
hare arisen out of it; as Reimaros long ago maintained, an ex- 
clusively eschatological primitive Christianity But how a com- 
munity of that land could give birth to the Greek n on-eschatological 
theology no Church history and no history of dogma has so far 
shown Instead of that they all — Hamack, with the most consum- 
mate histoncal ability — lay down from the very first, alongside 

Cc,L Cf Gottingen!* 1 900^' ^ ° f ^ W< “* 
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of the mam iine intended for “ contemporary views" traffic, a 
relief line for the accommodation of through trams of 11 non-tempor- 
ally limited ideas”, and at the point where primitive Christian 
eschatology becomes of less importance they switch off the tram to 
the relief line, after slipping the carnages which are not intended 
to go beyond that station 

This procedure has now been rendered impossible for them 
by Weiss, who leaves no place in the teaching of Jesus for 
anything but the single-line traffic of eschatology If, during the 
last fifteen years, any one had attempted to cany out m a work on 
a large scale the plan of Strauss and Renan, linking up the history 
of the life of Jesus with the history of early Christianity, and New 
Testament theology with the early history of dogma, the immense 
difficulties which Weiss had raised without suspecting it, m the 


course of his sixty-seven pages, would have become cleariy apparent 
The problem of the Hellemsation of Christianity took on quite a 
new aspect when the trestle bndge of modem ideas connecting the 
eschatological early Christianity with Greek theology broke down 
under the weight of the newly-discovered material, and it became 
necessary to seek within the history itself an explanation of the 
way in which an exclusively eschatological system of ideas came 
to admit Greek influences, and — what is much more difficult 
to explain— how Hellenism, on its part, found any point of contact 
with an eschatological sect 

The new problem is as jet hardly recognised, much less grappled 
with The few who since Weiss’s time have sought to pass over 
from the life of Jesus to early Christianity, have acted like men 
who find themselves on an ice-floe which is slowly dividing into 
two pieces, and who leap from one to the other before the deft 
grows too wide Hamack, in his “'What is Christianity? almost 
entirely ignores the contemporary limitations of Jesus teaching, 
and starts out with a Gospel which carries him down without 
difficulty to the year 1899 The anti-histoncal violence of this 
procedure is, if possible, still more pronounced in Wemle. 1 M 
“Beginnings of our Religion ” l begins by putting * e J ew ?“ 
eschatology in a convenient posture for the coming °P er f“® 
urging that the idea of the Messiah, since there was no appropnate 
place for it in connexion with the Kingdom of God or the new 
Earth, had become obsolete for the Jews themselves 

The inadequateness of the Messianic idea for the purposes rf 
jesus is therefore self-evident “His nhole life long ^ . 

i nv mo re of it than the few months of His public mimstiy 1 

« He laboured to give a new and higher content to 

title which He had adopted - In the course of this endeavour He 

1 I9°1.4«PP . -dcd,r 9r Paul Wemle. now Prohor 

of Church History at Basle, was born in Zurich 1870. 
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discarded “the Messiah of the Zealots” — by that is meant the 
political non -transcendent Messianic ideal As if -we had any 
knowledge of the existence of such an ideal m the time of Jesus! 
The statements of Josephus suggest, and the conduct of Pilate at 
the trial of Jesus confirms the conclusion, that in none of the risings 
did a claimant of the Messiahship come forward, and this should 
be proof enough that there did not exist at that time a political 
eschatology alongside of the transcendental, and indeed it could 
not on inner grounds subsist alongside of it That was, after 
ah, the thing which Weiss had shown most clearly ' 

Jesus, therefore, had dismissed the Messiah of the Zealots, He 
had now to turn Himself into the 11 waiting ” Messiah of the Rabbis 
Yet He does not altogether accept this rfile, for He works actively 
as Messiah His struggle with the Messianic conception could not 
but end m transforming it This transformed conception is intro- 
duced by Jesus to the people at His entry into Jerusalem, since His 
choice of the ass to bear Him inscnbed as a motto, so to speak, 
over the demonstration the prophecy of the Messiah who should 
be a bnnger of peace A few days later He gives the Scribes to 
understand by His enigmatic words with reference to Mark xn 37, 
that His Messiahship has nothing to do with Davidic descent and 
all that that implied 

The Kingdom of God was not, of course^ for Him, according 
to Wernle, a purely eschatological entity , He saw m many events 
evidence that it had already dawned Wemle’s only real concession 
to the eschatological school is the admission that the Kingdom 
always remained for Jesus a supernatural entity. 

The belief m the presence of the Kingdom was, it seems, only 
a phase in the development of Jesus When confronted with 
growing opposition He abandoned this belief again, and the super- 
earthly future character of the Kingdom was all that remained. 
At the end of His career Jesus establishes a connexion between 
the Messianic conception, m its final transformation, and the 
Kingdom, which had retained its eschatological character. He 
goes to His death for the Messiahship m its new significance, but 
He goes on believing in His speedy return as the Son of Man 
This expectation of His Parousia as Son of Man, which only emerges 
immediately before His exit from the world — when it can do longer 
embarrass the author in his account of the preaching of Jesus — is 
the only point m which Jesus does not overcome the inadequacy of 
the Messianic idea with which He had to deal " At this point 
the fantastic conception of Late Judaism, the magically transformed 
world of the ancient popular belief, thrusts itself incongruously 
into Jesus’ great and simple consciousness of His vocation.” 

Thus Wernle takes with him only so much of Apocalyptic as he 
can safely carry over into early Christianity. Once be has got 
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safely across, he drags the rest o\er after htm He shows that in 
and with the titles and expressions borrowed from apocalyptic 
thought, Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, which were all at 
bottom so inappropriate to Jesus, early Christianity slipped in again 
11 either the old ideas or new ones misunderstood.” In pointing 
this out he cannot refrain from the customary sigh of regret — these 
apocalyptic titles and expressions ” were from the first a misfortune 
for the new religion ” One may well ask how Wemle has dis- 
covered in the preaching of Jesus anything that can be called, 
historically, a new religion, and what would have become of this 


new religion apart from its apocalyptic hopes and its apocalyptic 
dogma? We answer without its intense eschatological hope die 
Gospel would have perished from the earth, crushed by die weight 
of historic catastrophes But, as it was, by the migbly power of 
evoking faith which lay in it, eschatology made good in the 
Har l-rar times Jesus’ sayings about the imperishability of His 
words, and died as soon as these sayings had brought forth new 
life upon a new soil Why then make such a complaint against it? 

The tragedy does not consist m the modification of primitive 
Christianity by eschatology, but in the fate of eschatology itself, 
which has preserved for us all that is most precious m Jesus, 
but must itself wither, because He died upon the cross with a loud 
cry, despairing of bringing in the new heaven and the new eat* 

that is the real tragedy. And not a tragedy to be dismissed with 

a theologian’s sigh, but a liberating and life-giving influence, like 
every great tragedy. For in its death-pangs eschatology bore to 
the Greek genius a wonder- child, the mystic, sensuous, Eariy- 
Chnsban doctrine of immortality, and consecrated Christianity as 
the religion of immortality to take the place of the slowly dying 
civilisation of the ancient world 

But it is not only those who want to find a way from tne 
preaching of Jesus to early Christianity who are conscious of the 
peculiar difficulties raised by the recognition of its purely Jewish 
eschatological character, but also those who wish to reconstruct 
the connexion backwards from Jesus to Judaism For examp£ 
Wellhausen and Schurer repudiate the results arrived at by the 
eschatological school, which, on its parti basesitselfupon theirre. 
Seeches Tuto Late Juda.su. Wellhuuseu, u. to ■»=*»* 
Jewish History," * gives a picture of JesM thiehhtts H™™ 1 J 
the Jewish frame altogether The Kingdom which He dearesw 
found becomes a present spiritual entity To the Jewish eschato gy 
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His preaching stands in a quite external relation, for what was in 
His mind was rather a fellowship of spiritual men engaged m seek- 
ing a higher righteousness He did not really desire to be the 
Messiah, and m His inmost heart had renounced the hopes of His 
people. If He called Himself Messiah, it was in view of a higher 
Messianic ideal For the people His acceptance of the Messiah- 
ship denoted the supersession of their own very differently coloured 
expectation The transcendental events become immanent In 
regard to the apocalyptic Judgment of the World, he retains only 
the sermon preserved by John about the inward and constant 
process of separation. 

Although not to the same extent, Schurer also, in his view of 
the teaching of Jesus, is strongly influenced by the Fourth Gospel 
In an inaugural discourse of 1903 1 he declares that in his opimon 
there is a certain opposition between Judaism and the preaching ol 
Jesus, since the latter contains something absolutely new His 
Messiahship is only the temporally limited expression of a unique, 
generally ethical, consciousness of being a child of God, which has 
a certain analogy with the relation of all God's children to their 
Heavenly Father. The reason for His reserve in regard to His 
Messiahship was, according to Schurer, Jesus’ fear of kindling 
"political enthusiasm”, from the same motive He repudiates m 
Mark xu, 37 all claim to be the Messiah of David’s line. The 
ideas of the Messiah and the Kingdom of God at least underwent 
a transformation in His use of them. If m His earlier preaching 
He only announces the Kingdom as something future, m His later 
preaching He emphasises the thought that in its beginnings it is 
already present 

That it is precisely the representatives of the study of Late 
Judaism who lift Jesus out of the Late-Jewish world of thought, is 
not in itself a surprising phenomenon. It is only an expression of 
the fact that here something new and creative enters into an un- 
creative age, and of the clear consciousness that this Personality 
cannot be resolved into a complex of contemporary rdeas The 
problem of which they are conscious is the same as Bousset’s. 
But the question cannot be avoided whether the violent separation 
of Jesus from Late Judaism is a real solution, or whether the very 
essence of Jesus’ creative power does not consist^ not in taking out 
one or other of the parts of the eschatological machinery, but m 
doing what no one had prev lously done, namely, in setting the 
Ahole machinery in motion by the application of an ethico-religious 
mouie power To perceive the unsatisfactormess of the trans- 
formation hjpothesis it is only necessary to think of all the 

1 Emil SehUrcr, Das mtsstamscht Scltsthcwusstmn Jttv Chrstt (The Messianic 
Self consciousness of Jesus Christ ) 1903, 34 pp 

\ccordmg to J Merab old too, in Jet a und das atte Tesfamert (Jesus and the Old 
Testament), 1896, Jesus did not purpose to be the Messiah of Israel 
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conditions which would have to be realised m order to make it 
possible to trace, even in general outline, the evidence of such a 
transformation in the Gospel narrative 

All these solutions of the eschatological question start from the 
teaching of Jesus, and it was, indeed, from this point of view that 
Johannes Weiss had stated the problem. The final decision of the 
question is not, how ever, to be found here, but in the examination 
of the whole course of Jesus* life. On which of the two pre- 
suppositions, the assumption that His life was completely dominated 
by eschatology, or the assumption that He repudiated it, do we find 
it easiest to understand the connexion of events m the life of 
Jesus, His fate, and the emergence of the expectation of the 
Parousia in the community of His disciples ? 

The works which in the examination of the connexion of events 
follow a critical procedure are few and far between The average 
“ Life of Jesus ” shows in this respect an inconceivable stupidity. 
The first, after Bruno Bauer, to apply critical methods to this point 
was Volkmar , between Volkmar and Wrede the only writer who 
here showed himself critical, that is sceptical, was W Brandt 
His work on the " Gospel History ” 1 appeared in 1893, a year after 
Johannes Weiss’s work and in the same year as Bousset's reply. 
In this book the question of the absolute, or only partial, 
dominance of eschatology is answered on the ground of the general 


course of Jesus’ life 

Brandt goes to work with a truly Cartesian scepticism tie 
first examines all the possibilities that the reported event did not 
happen in the way m which it is reported before he is satisfied that 
it really did happen in that way Before he can accept the state- 
ment that Jesus died with a loud outcry, he has to satisfy his 
critical conscience by the following consideration “The statement 
regarding this cry, is, so far as I can see, to be best explained by 
supposing that it was really uttered ” The burial J °''“ h 
acceptance as history to the following reflection “We hold Joseph 
of Anmathea to be an historical person , but the only reason which 
the narrative has for preserving his name is that he buned jv-s 

Therefore the name guarantees the fact ’ 

But the moment the slightest possibility presents itsdf that the 
event happened in a different way, Brandt declines to te held by 
any seductions of the text, and makes his own probably 

1 Die evangeltscie Geichiekte uni ier ^ Gos pd 
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historical fact For instance, he thinks it unlikely that PeteT was 
the only one to smite with the sword , so the history is immediately 
rectified by the phrase “ that sword-stroke was doubtless not the 
only one, other disciples also must have pressed to the front” 
That Jesus was first condemned by the Sanhedrin at a night-sitting, 
and that Pilate in the morning confirmed the sentence, seems to 
him on various grounds impossible It is therefore decided that 
we have here to do only with a combination devised by “a 
Christian from among the Gentiles.” In this way the “ must have 
been’s ” and "may have been’s” exercise a veritable reign of terror 
throughout the book. 

Yet that does not prevent the general contribution of the book 
to criticism from being a very remarkable one. Especially in 
regard to the trial of Jesus, it brings to light a whole senes of 
previously unsuspected problems. Brandt is the first writer since 
Bauer who dares to assert that it is an histoncal absurdity to 
suppose that Pilate, when the people demanded from him die 
condemnation of Jesus, answered s “ No, but I will release you another 
instead of Him ” 

As his stading-point he takes the complete contrast between 
the Johannine and Synoptic traditions, and the inherent im- 
possibility of the former is proved in detail The Synoptic 
tradition goes back to Mark alone His Gospel is, as was also 
held by Bruno Bauer, and afterwards by Wrede, a sufficient basis 
for the whole tradition. But this Gospel is not a purely histoncal 
source, it is also, and in a very much larger degree, poetic invention 
Of the real history of Jesus but little 15 preserved m the Gospels 
Many of the so-called sayings of the Lord are certainly to be 
pronounced spurious, a few are probably to be recognised as 
genuine But the theory of the “ poetic invention " of the earliest 
Evangelist is not consistently earned out, because Brandt does not 
take as his criterion, as Wrede did later, a definite pnnciple on 
which Mark is supposed to have constructed his Gospel, but decides 
each case separately Consequently the most important feature of 
the work hes in the examination of detail 

Jesus died and was believed to have nsen again* this is the 
only absolutely certain information that we have regarding His 
“Life.” And accordingly this is the crucial instance for testing 
the worth of the Gospel tradition. It is only on the basis of an 
elaborate criticism of the accounts of the suffering and resurrection 
of Jesus that Biandt undertakes to give a sketch of the life of 
Jesus as it really was 

What was, then, so far as appears from His life, Jesus’ attitude 
towards eschatology? It was, according to Brandy a self- 
contradictory attitude. “He believed in the near approach of the 
Kingdom of God, and yet, as though its time were still far distant, 
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He undertakes the training of disnples. He was a teacher and 
yet is said to haw held Himself to he the Messiah *' The duality 

hftJSl w- “ UCh 10 th ® ‘ eachln * Itsel 0 it is rather a cfetow 
between His conviction and consciousness on the one hand, and 
His public attitude ou the other 

, thlS obsei yation we have to add a second, namely, that 
Jesus cannot possibly during the last few days at Jerusalem have 
come forward as Messiah Critics, with the exception, of course, 
of Bruno Bauer, had only cursorily touched on this question The 
couise of events in the last few days in Jerusalem does not at all 
suggest a Messianic claim on the part of Jesus, indeed it directly 
contradicts it ^ Only imagine what would have happened if Jesus 
had come before the people with such claims or even if such 
thoughts had been so much as attributed to Him i On the other 
side, of course, we have the report of the Messianic entry, in which 
Jesus not only accepted the homage offered to Him as Messiah, 
but went out of His way to invite it, and the people must therefore 
from that point onwards have regarded him as Messiah In 
consequence of this contradiction in the narrative, all laves of 
Jesus slur over the passage, and seem to represent that the people 
sometimes suspected Jesus' Messiahship, sometimes did not suspect 
it, or they adopt some other similar expedient Brandt, however 
rigorously drew the logical inference Since Jesus did not stand 
and preach in the temple as Messiah, He cannot have entered 
Jerusalem as Messiah. Therefore “die well-known Messianic 
entry is not historical " That is also implied by the manner of 
His arrest If Jesus had come forward as a Messianic claimant, 
He would not simply have been arrested by the civil police, 
■Pilate would have had to suppress a revolt by mibtaiy force 

This admission implies the surrender of one of the most 
cherished prejudices of the anti-eschatological school, namely, that 
Jesus raised the thoughts of the people to a higher conception of 
His Messiahship, and consequently to a spiritual view of the 
Kingdom of God, or at least tried so to raise them But we 
cannot assume this to have been His intention, since He does not 
allow the multitude to suspect His Messiahship Thus the con- 
ception of a "transformation” becomes untenable as a means of 
reconciling eschatological and non-eschatological elements And 
as a matter of fact — that is the stroke of critical genius m the 


book — Brandt lets the two go forward side by side without any 
attempt at reconciliation j for the reconciliation which would be 
possible if one had only to deal with the teaching of Jesus becomes 
impossible when one has to take in His life as well For Brandt 
the life of Jesus is the hfe of a Gahlaean teacher who, m con- 
sequence of the eschatology with which the penod was so fully 
charged, was for a time and to a certain extent set at variance with 
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Himself and who met His fate for that reason This conception is at 
bottom identical with Renan's. But the stroke of genius in leaving 
the gap between eschatological and non-eschatological elements 
unbndged sets this work, as regards its critical foundation and 
presentment, high above the smooth romance of the latter. 

The course of Jesus’ life, according to Brandt, was therefore as 
follows • Jesus was a teacher , not only so, but He took disciples in 
order to train them to be teachers "This is in itself sufficient to 
show there was a period in His life in which His work was not 
determined by the thought of the immediate nearness of the decisive 
moment He sought men, therefore* who might become His fellow- 
workers He began to train disciples who, if He did not Himself 
live to see the Day of the Lord, would be able after His death to 
carry on the work of educating the people along the lines which He 
had laid down ” “ Then there occurred in Judaea an event of which 

the rumour spread like wildfire throughout Palestine. A prophet 
arose — a thing which had not happened for centuries — a man who 
came forward as an envoy of God j and this prophet proclaimed 
the immediate coming of the reign of God : * Repent that ye may 
escape the wrath of God’” The Baptist’s great sermon on 
repentance falls, according to Brandt, in the last period of the 
life of Jesus. We must assume, he thinks, that before John came 
forward in this dramatic fashion he had been a teacher, and at 
that period of his life had numbered Jesus among his pupils. 
Nevertheless his life previous to his pubhc appearance must have 
been a rather obscure one. When he suddenly launched out 
into this eschatological preaching of repentance “he seemed like 
an Elijah who had long ago been rapt away from the earth and 
now appeared once more.” 

From this point onwards Jesus had to concentrate His activity, 
for the time was short. If He desired to effect anything and 
so far as possible to make the people, before the coming of the 
end, obedient to the will of God, He must make Jerusalem the 
starting-point of His work. “ Only from this central position, and 
only with the help of an authority which had at its disposal the 
whole synagogal system, could He effect within a short time much, 
perhaps all, of what was needful So He determined on journeying 
to Jerusalem with this end in view, and with the fixed resolve there 
to carry into effect the will of God." 

The journey to Jerusalem was not therefore a pilgrimage of 
death. “So long as we are obliged to take the Gospels as a true 
reflection of the history of Jesus we must recognise with Weizsacker 
that Jesus did not go to Jerusalem m order to be put to death 
there, nor did He go to keep the Feast Both suppositions are 
excluded by the vigour of his action in Jerusalem, and the bright 
colours of hope with which the picture of that period was painted 



s6o THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ESCHATOLOGY 


in the recollection of those who had witnessed it” We cannot 
therefore regard the predictions of the Passion as historical, or "at 
most we might perhaps suppose that Jesus in the consciousness of 
His innocence may have said to His disciples . 1 If I should die, 
may God for the sake of My blood be merciful to you and to the 
people 1 " 

He went to Jerusalem, then, to fulfil the will of God. "It was 
God’s will that the preaching by which alone the people could be 
inwardly renewed and made into a real people of God should be 
recognised and organised by the national and religious authorities 
To effect this through the existing authorities, or to realise H m 
some other way, such was the task which Jesus felt Himself called 
on to perform.” With his eyes upon this goal, behind which lay 
che near approach of the Kingdom of God, He set His face towards 
Jerusalem. 

"But nothing could be more natural than that out of the 
belief that He was engaged in a work which God had willed, there 
should arise an ever stronger belief in His personal vocation " It 
was thus that the Messianic consciousness entered into Jesus* 
thoughts. His conviction of His vocation had nothing to do with 
a political Messiahship, it was only gradually from the development 
of events that He was able to draw the reference that He was 
destined to the Messianic sovereignty, “ it may have become more 
and more clear to Him, but it did not become a matter of absolute 
certainty” It was only amid opposition, in deep dejection, in 
consequence of a powerful inner reaction against circumstance, 
that He came to recognise Himself with full conviction as the 


anointed of God . 

When it began to be bruited about that He was the Messiah, 
the rulers had Him arrested and handed Him over to the Procurator. 
Judas the traitor "had only been a short time among His follow ars, 
and only in those unquiet days at Jerusalem when the Master 
had scarcely any opportunity for private intercouree with Mm ana 
for learning really to know him. He had not been with jesus 
during the Galilaean days, and Jesus was consequently nothing 
more to him than the future ruler of the Kingdom of God 

After His death the disciples " could not, unlera some*i^ 
occurred to restore their faith, continue to believe in His MessiaM 
ship » Jesus had taken away with Him m His death the hopes w hi di 
fi had set upon Him, especially as He had not foretold Ha^ dearth 

much less His resurrection “At first, therefore, it wo^d be Jlin 
favour of His memory if tbe disciples remembered that He H () 
hadnever openly and definitely declared Himself to be *e Messiah 
SLv rewreed to Galilee. " Simon Peter, and perhaps the son of 
Zebedee, who afterwards ranked along with himtis».P^a^ 
Church, resolved to continue that preparation for their work wnicu 
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had been interrupted by their journey to Jerusalem It seemed 
to them that if they were once more on Galilaean soil the days which 
they had spent in the inhospitable Jerusalem would cease to oppress 
their spirits with the leaden weight of sorrowful recollection . . . 
One might almost say that they had to make up their minds to 
give up Jesus the author of the attempt to take Jerusalem by storm j 
but for Jesus the gracious gentle Galilaean teacher they kept a warm 
place in their hearts ” So love watched over the dead until hope 
was rekindled by the Old Testament promises and came to re- 
awaken Him. “The first who, in an enthusiastic vision, saw 
this wish fulfilled was Simon Peter.” This “resurrection" has 
nothing to do with the empty grave, which, like the whole narrative 
of the Jerusalem appearances, only came into the tradition later. 
The first appearances took place in Galilee. It was there that the 
Church was founded 


This attempt to grasp the connexion of events in the life of Jesus 
from a purely historical point of view is one of the most important 
that have ever been made in this department of study If it had 
been put in a purely constructive form, this criticism would have 
made an impression unequalled by any other Life of Jesus sines 
Renan's. But in that case it would have lost that free play ol 
ideas which the critical recognition of the unbndged gap admin , 
The eschatological question is not, it is true, decided by this in- 
vestigation. It shows the impossibility of the previous attempts 
to establish a present Messiahship of Jesus, but it shows, too, that 
the questions, which are really historical questions, concerning the 
public attitude of Jesus, are far from being solved by asserting the 
exclusively eschatological character of His preaching, but that new 
difficulties are always presenting themselves. 

It was perhaps not so much through these general ethico-religious 
historical discussions as in consequence of certain exegetical prob- 
Iems which unexpectedly came to light that theologians became 
conscious that the old conception of the teaching of Jesus was not 
tenable, or was only tenable by violent means On the assumption 
of the modified eschatological character of His teaching, Jesus is 
still a teacher , that is to say, He speaks in order to be understood, 
m order to explain, and has no secrets But if His teaching is 
throughout eschatological, then He is a prophet, who points in 
mysterious speech to a coming age, whose words conceal secrets 
and offer enigmas, and are not intended to be understood always 
and by everybody Attention was now turned to a number of 
passages in which the question arises whether Jesus had any secrets 
to Keep or not. 7 


This question presents itself in connexion with the very earliest 
of the parables In Mark iv. ii, 13 ,t is distinctly stated that the 
parables spoken m the immediate context embody the mystciy of the 
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Kingdom of God m an obscure and unintelligible form, m order that 
those for whom it is not intended may hear without understanding 
But this is not borne out by the character of the parables themselves, 
since we at least find in them the thought of the constant and 
victorious development of the Kingdom from small beginnings to 
its perfect development After the passage bad had to sulfcr 
many things from constantly renewed attempts to weaken down 
or explain away the statement, Juhcher, m his york upon the 
Parables, 1 released it from these tortures, left Jesus the parables 
in their natural meaning, and put down this unintelligible saying 
about the purpose of the parabolic form of discourse to the account 
of the Evangelist He would rather, to use his own expression, 
remove a little stone from the masonry of tradition than a diamond 
from the imperishable crown of honour which belongs to Jesus 
Yes, but, for all that, it is an arbitrary assumption which damages 
the Marcan hypothesis more than will be readily admitted What 
was the reason, or what was the mistake which led the earliest 
Evangelist to form so repellent a theory icgarding the purpose of 
the parables? Is the progressive exaggeration of the contrast 
between veiled and open speech, to which Juhcher often appeals, 
sufficient to account for it ? How can the Evangelist have invented 
such a theory, when he immediately proceeds to invalidate it by 
the rationalising, rather commonplace explanation of the parable 


of the Sower ? 

Bernhard Weiss, not being so much under the influence of modern 
theology as to feel bound to recognise the paedagogtc propose 
in Jesus, gives the text its due, and admits that Jesus intended 
to use the parabolic form of discourse as a means of separating 
receptive from unreceptive hearers He does not say, however, 
what kind of secret, intelligible oiily to the predestined, was con 
cealed in these parables which seem clear as daylight 

That was before Johannes Weiss had stated the eschatological 
question Bousset, in his criticism of the eschatological theory, 
is obliged to fall back upon Juhcher's method in order to jastiiy 
the rationalising modem way of explaining these parables as pomt- 
mg to a Kingdom of God actually present It is true Julicher's 
ex plana tion of the way in which the theory arose does not satisiy 
him. he prefers to assume that the basis of this false theory o 
Mark's is to be found in the fact that the parables concerning the 
presence of the Kingdom remained unintelligible to the con- 
temporaries of Jesus But we may fairly ask that he should point 
out P the connecting link between that failure to understand and 
1 Ad TOUcher, L>u Gtochnureim Jou Vbl . , XSS8 The substance rf .1 had 

* W Bousset, /«« Predtgt ta threm Gqpnsel* ***» 
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the invention of a saying like this, which implies so very much 
more 1 

If there are no better grounds than that for calling in question 
Mark’s theory of the parables, then the parables of Mark iv , the 
only ones from which it is possible to extract the admission of a 
present Kingdom of God, remain what they were before, namely, 
mysteries 

The second volume of Jiihcher’s “ Parables ” 1 found the eschato- 
logical question already in possession of the field And, as a 
matter of fact, Juhcher does abandon “the heretofore current 
method of modernising the parables,” which finds in one after 
another of them only its own favourite conception of the slow and 
gradual development of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is for Juhcher a completely supernatural idea ; it is to be 
realised without human help and independently of the attitude of 
men, by the sole power of God The parables of the mustard 
seed and the leaven are not intended to teach the disciples the 
necessity and wisdom of a development occupying a considerable 
time, but are designed to make dear and vivid to them the idea 
that the penod of perfecting and fulfilment will follow with super- 
earthly necessity upon that of imperfection. 

But m general the new problem plays no very special part in 
Julicher’s exposition He takes up, it might almost be said, m 
relation to the parables, too independent a position as a religious 
thinker to care to understand them against the background of a 
wholly different world-view, and does not hesitate to exclude from 
the authentic discourses of Jesus whatever does not suit him This 
is the fate, for instance, of the parable of the wicked husbandmen 
m Mark xu He finds in it traits which read like vatidnia ex tvtniu , 
and sees therefore in the whole thing only a prophetically expressed 
“ view of the history as it presented itself to an average man who 
had been present at the crucifixion of Jesus and nevertheless 
believed in Him as the Son of God ” 

But this absolute method of explanation, independent of any 
traditional order of time or events, makes it impossible for the 
author to draw from the parables any general system of teaching 
He makes no distinction between the Gahlaean mystical parables 
and the polemical, menacing Jerusalem parables For instance, 
he supposes the parable of the Sower, which according to Mark 
was the very first of Jesus’ parabolic discourses, to have been 
spoken as the result of a melancholy review of a preceding penod 

1 Ad Jttlicher, D t Glachmm/en Jem, and pt, (Exposition of the Parables in 
the first three Gospels ) Freiburg, 1899, 641 pp 

Chr A. Buggc, Die Hajft/arateln Jau (The most important Parables of Jesus), 
Gemini, from the Norwegian, Giessen, 1903, nghtlj remarks on the obscure and 
Inexplicable character of some of the parables, but makes no attempt 10 deal with it 
fiom the historical point of new 
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Zf u m ^,. but T he flame “ of a d!ffer ent colour from that 
which it showed when Jesus pronounced the parables before the 
enchanted multitude The problem posed by Johannes Weiss in 
connexion with the teaching of Jesus ,s treated by Juhcher only s“ 
far as it has a direct interest for the creative independence of his 
own religious thought 

Alongside of the parabolic discourses of Mark iv. we have now 
to place, as a newly discovered problem, the discourse at the sending 
°J * be Twelve in Matt x Up to the time of Johannes Weiss 
it had been possible to rest content with transplanting the gloomy 
sayings regarding persecutions to the last period of Jesus’ life, but 
now there was the further difficulty to be met that while so hasty 
a proclamation of the Kingdom of God is quite reconcilable with 
an exclusively eschatological character of the preaching of the 
Kingdom, the moment this is at all minimised it becomes un- 
intelligible, not to mention the fact that m this case nothing can 
be made of the saying about the immediate coming of the Son of 
Man in Matt x 33 As though he felt the stem eye of old 
Reunarus upon him, Bousset hastens in a footnote to throw over- 
board the whole report of the mission of the Twelve as an 11 obscure 
and unintelligible tradition ” Not content with that, he adds 
“Perhaps the whole narrative is merely an expansion of some 
direction about missiomsing given by Jesus to the disciples in view 
of a later tune " Before, it was only the discourse which was 
unhistoncol , now it is the whole account of the mission — at least 


if we may assume that here, as is usual with theologians of all 
times, the author’s real opinion is expressed in the footnote^ and 
his most cherished opinion of all introduced with ‘'perhaps” 
But how much historical material will remain to modern theologians 
in the Gospels if they are forced to abandon it wholesale from their 
objection to pure eschatology ? If all the pronouncements of this 
kind to which the representatives of the Marcan hypothesis have 
committed themselves were collected together, they would make a 
book which would be much more damaging even than that book of 


Wrede’s which dropped a bomb into their midst 

A third problem is offered by the saying in Matt xi 12, about 
"the violent” who, since the time of John the Baptist, “take the 
Kingdom of Heaven by force,” which raises fresh difficulties for the 
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exegehcal art It is true that if art sufficed, we should not have 
long to wait for the solution in this case We should he asked to 
content ourselves with one or other of the artificial solutions with 


which exegetes have been accustomed from of old to find a way 
round this difficulty Usually the saying is claimed as supporting 
the “ presence ” of the Kingdom This is the line taken by Wendt, 
Wemle, and Arnold Meyer 1 According to the last named it means : 
“From the days of John the Baptist it has been possible to get 
possession of the Kingdom of God, yea, the righteous are every 
day earning it for their own ” But no explanation has heretofore 
succeeded m making it in any degree intelligible how Jesus could 
date the presence of the Kingdom from the Baptist, whom m the 
same breath He places outside of the Kingdom, or why, in order 
to express so simple an idea, He uses such entirely unnatural and 
inappropriate expressions as “rape” and “wrest to themselves” 
The full difficulties of the passage are first exhibited by 
Johannes Weiss * He restores it to its natural sense, according to 
which it means that since that time the Kingdom suffers, or is 
subjected to, violence, and in order to be able to understand it 
literally he has to take it in a condemnatory sense Following 
Alexander Schweizer, 8 he sums up his interpretation in the following 
sentence : Jesus describes, and in the form of the description shows 
His condemnation ofi a violent Zealotisbc Messianic movement 
which has been m progress since the days of the Baptist * But this 
explanation again makes Jesus express a very simple meaning in a 
very obscure phrase. And what indication is there that the sense 
is condemnatory? Where do we hear anything more about a 
Zealotic Messianic movement, of which the Baptist formed the 
starting-point? His preaching certainly offered no incentive to 
such a movement, and Jesus’ attitude towards the Baptist is else- 
where, even in Jerusalem, entirely one of approval Moreover, a 
condemnatory saying of this kind would not have been closed with 
the distinctive foxmula. "He that hath ears to hear let him hear” 
(Matt xi 15), which elsewhere, cf. Mark iv 9, indicates a mystery 
We must, therefore, accept the conclusion that we really do not 
understand the saying, that we 11 have not ears to hear it,” that we 
do not know sufficiently well the essential character of the Kingdom 
of God, to understand why Jesus describes the coming of the 


1 * iSOS? ^^ er ‘ •’* n ' UtMtn •pratht, 1896 P W. Schmidt, too, in his Gachichtc 
'f" l™>™re, 1899), defends the same interpretation, and seels to explain this 
obscure saying b) the other about the >• strait gne " 

* * /*** Jetu vom Rtickt Gotta, and cd . xooo r P xoa ff 

; Stud Krtl , 1836. pp 90-122 
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Tbe Conceptions of the Messiah and the Kingdom of God m the Synoptic Gospels 1 
the n Bonn l3 89S J * 3 ° pp Thu comprehensive study discusses all 

S£ 2 **JS* are r ’* 3 J ed . be'™ Malt. xl 13-14 » discussed under the 
beading » The Hinder us of the Kingdom of God “ 
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Kingdom as a dorng-wolence-to-jt, which has been u progress since 

MPm S vf,*® Bap . t,st ’ es P ecia,1 7 as the hearers themselves do not 
seem to have cared, or been able, to understand what was the 
connexion of the coming with the violence; nor do we know why 
^ a “P ects them t0 understand how the Baptist is identical with 

But the problem which became most prominent of all the new 
problems raised by eschatology, was the question concerning the 
Son of Man. It had become a dogma of theology that Jesus used 
the term Son of Man to veil His Messiahship , that is to say, 
every theologian found in this term whatever meaning he attached 
to the Messiahship of Jesus, the human, humble; ethical, un 
political, unapocalypdc, or whatever other character was held to 
be appropnate to the orthodox “transformed” Messiahship The 
Damelic Son of Man entered into the conception only so far as it 
could do so without endangering the other characteristics Con- 
fronted with the Similitudes of Enoch, theologians fell back upon 
the expedient of assuming them to be spurious, or at least worked- 
over in a Christian sense in the Son of Man passages, just as the 
older history of dogma got nd of the Ignatian letters; of which it 
could make nothing by denying their genuineness But once the 
Jewish eschatology was seriously applied to the explanation of the 
Son of Man conception, all was changed A new dilemma presented 
itself; cither Jesus used the expression, and used it in a purely 
Jewish apocalyptic sense, or He did not use it at alL 

Although Baldensperger did not state the dilemma in its full 
trenchancy, Hilgenfeld thought it necessary to defend Jesus 
against the suspicion of having borrowed His system of thought and 
His self-designation from Jewish Apocalypses 1 Orello Cone; too, 
will not admit that the expression Son of Man has only apocalyptic 
suggestion in the mouth of Jesus, but will have it interpreted 
according to Mark 11 10 and a 8, where His pure humanity is the 
idea which is emphasised * Oort holds, more logically, that Jesus 
did not use it, but that the disciples took the expression from “the 
Gospel ” and put it into the mouth of Jesus * 

Johannes Weiss formulated the problem dearly, and proposed 
that, with the exception of the two passages where Son of Man 
means man in general, only those should be recognised in which 
the significance attached to the term in Daniel and the Apocalypses 
is demanded by the context By so doing he set theology a 
problem calculated to keep it occupied for many years Not many 
indeed at first recognised the problem, Charles, however, meets it 

1 A Hilgenfeld, Zabchr f mu Tktol , »888, pp 488-498 , 189a, pp 448 4«4 
1 Orello Cone, "Jesus' Self designation fn the Synoptic Gospels," The Area 
World, 1893, pp 49a 518 _ , . 

* H L Oort, Die mldrulhlttg o id&t reD Mf* form tn het Mem* TeJiameni 
{The Expression Son of Mm in the New Testament ) Leyden, 1693 
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in a bold fashion, proposing to regard the Son of Man, m Jesus* 
usage of the title, as a conception in which the Messiah of the 
Book of Enoch and the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah are united 
into one' Most writers, however, did not free themselves from 
inconsistencies They wanted at one and the same time to make 
the apocalyptic element dominant m the expression, and to hold 
that Jesus could not have taken the conception over unaltered, 
but must have transformed it in some way These inconsistencies 
necessarily result from the assumption of Weiss’s opponents that 
Jesus intended to designate Himself as Messiah in the actual 
present For since the expression Son of Man has in itself only an 
apocalyptic sense referring to the future, they had to invent another 
sense applicable to the present, which Jesus might have inserted 
into it In all these learned discussions of the title Son of Man 
this operation is assumed to have been performed. 

According to Bousset, Jesus created, and embodied in this term, 
a new form of the Messianic ideal which united the super-earthly 
with the human and lowly In any case, he thinks, the term has 
a meaning applicable in this present world Jesus uses it at once 
to conceal and to suggest His Messianic dignity. How conscious 
Bousset, nevertheless, is of the difficulty is evident from the feet 
that m discussing the meaning of the title he remarks that the 
Messianic significance must have been of subordinate import- 
ance in the estimation of Jesus, and cannot have formed the basis 
of His actions, otherwise He would have laid more stress upon 
it m His preaching As if the term Son of Man had not meant for 
His contemporaries all He needed to say I 

Bousset’s essay on Jewish Apocalyptic,* published in 1903, seeks 
the solution in a rather different direction, by postponing, namely, to 
the very last possible moment the adoption of this self-designation. 
" In all probability Jesus m a few isolated sayings towards the close 
of His life hit upon this title Son of Man as a means of expressing, 
m the face of the thought of defeat and death, which forced itself 
upon Him, His confidence in the abiding victory of His person and 
His cause.” If this is so, the emphasis must be principally on the 
triumphant apocalyptic aspects of the title 

Even this belated adoption of the title Son of Man is nore 
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than Brandt is willing to admit, and he bolds at to be improbable 
that Jesus used the expression at all It would be more natural, 
he thinks, to suppose that the Evangelist Mark introduced this 
self-designation, as he introduced so much else, into the Gospel on 
the ground of the figurative apocalyptic discourses in the Gospel 
Just when ingenuity appeared to have exhausted itself in 
attempts to solve the most difficult of the problems raised by the 
eschatological school, the historical discussion suddenly seemed 
about to be rendered objectless Philology entered a caveat In 
1896 appeared Lietzmann’s essay upon “The Son of Man,” which 
consisted of an investigation of the linguistic basis of the enigmatic 
self-designation, , 
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QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE, 
RABBINIC PARALLELS, AND BUDDHISTIC 
INFLUENCE 

Arnold Moyer Jesu Muttersprache (The Mother Tongue of Jesus ) Leipzig, 1896. 
166 pp 

Haas Inetzmaan. Der Menschensohn Ein Beitrag zur neutestamentlichen 
Theologie. (The Son of Man A Contribution to Mew Testament Theology ) 
Freiburg, 1896 95 pp 

J Wellhanaen, Isiaelitische und jQdische Geschichte. (History of Israel and the 
Jews ) 3rd ed , 1897 , 4th ed , 1901 394 pp 

Gnatai Salman. Grammaukdesjddisch-palastmensischen Aiamaisch (Grammar of 
Jewish- Palestinian Aramaic j Leipzig, 1894 Die Worte Jesu. Mil Berflchsich- 
tigung des nachkanomscbeu jfkbscheu Schnfttums und der aramaischen Sprache. 
(The Sayings of Jesus considered in connexion with the post canonical Jewish 
writings and the Aramaic Language ) l Introduction and certain leading 
conceptions with an appendix on Messia ni c texts Leipzig, 189B 309 pp 

A Wnnaehe Neue Beitrage zur Erlanterung der Evangehen bus Talmud und 
Midrasch. (New Contributions to the Explanation of the Gospels, from Talmud 
and Midrash ) Gottingen, 1878 566 pp 

Ferdinand Weber System derallsynsgogalen palaslincusischcn Theologie. (System 
of Theology of the Ancient Palestinian Synagogue.) Leipzig, 1880 399 pp 

and ed , 1897 

Rudolf Seydal Das Evangelium Jesu m semen VerhdUtussea zur Buddha-Sage und 
Buddha-Lehre. (The Gospel of Jesus m us relations to the Buddba-Legend and 
the Teaching of Buddha.) Leipzig, 188a 337 pp Die Buddha-Legende und 

das Lebcn Jesu nach den Evangelien Erneute PrfifuDg ihres gegenseuigen 
Verfaaltnisses (The Buddha-Legend and the Life of Jesus in the Gospels A 
Mew Examination of their Mutual Relations.) and ed , 1897 139 pp 

Only since the appearance of Dalman’s Grammar of Jewish 
Palestinian Aramaic m 1894 have we really known what was the 
dialect in which the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount were 
spoken This work closes a discussion which had been proceeding 
for centuries on a line parallel to that of theology proper, and 
which, according to the clear description of Arnold Meyer, ran its 
course somewhat as follows 1 

1 Arnold Meyer, now Professor of New Testament Theology and Pastoral Theology 
at Zunch, and formerly al Bonn, was bom at Wesd in 1861 
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fulfilment of file wishes of an old scholar of Boloena. Theseus 
Ambrosm^ who had left him the manuscript as a sacred legacy 
He himself and his contemporaries believed that m this they had the 
G<»pel m the mother-tongue of Jesus, until Scahger, in one of his 
letters, gave a dear sketch of the Syrian dialects, distinguished Synac 
from Chaldee, and further drew a distinction between the Baby- 
lonian Chaldee ahd Jewish Chaldee of the Targums, and in the 
language of the Targums itself distinguished an earlier from a later 
stratum The apostles spoke, according to Scahger, a Gablaean 
dialect of Chaldaic, or according to the more correct nomenclature 
introduced later, following a suggestion of Scahgeds, a dialect of 
Aramaic, and, in addition to that, the Synac of Antioch. Next, 
Hugo Grotius put m a strong plea for a distinction between Jewish 
and Antiochian Syriac. Into the confusion caused at that time 
by the use of the term "Hebrew” some order was introduced 
by the Leyden Calwnistic professor Claude Saumaise, who, wntrng 
m French, emphasised the point that the New Testament^ and the 
Early Fathers, when they speak of Hebrew, mean Synac, since 
Hebrew had become completely unknown to the Jews of that 
period Brian Walton, the editor of the London polyglot, which 
was completed in 1657, supposed that the dialect of Onkelos and 
Jonathan was the language of Jesus, being under the impression 
that both these Targnms were written in the time of Jesns 

The growing knowledge of the distinction between Hebrew and 
Aramaic did not prevent the Vienna Jesuit Inchofer (71648) from 
maintaining that Jesus spoke — Latin I The Lord cannot have used 
any other language upon earth, since this is the language of the 
saints in heaven- On the Protestant side, Vossius, opposing Richard 
Simon, endeavoured to establish the thesis that Greek was the 
language of Jesus, being partly inspired by the apologetic purpose 
of preventing the authenticity of the discourses and sayings of 
Jesus from being weakened by supposing them to have been 
translated from Aramaic into Greek, but also rightly recognising 
the importance which the Greek language must have assumed at 
that tune in northern Palestine^ through which there passed such 
important trade routes 

This view was brought up again by the Neapolitan legal scholar, 
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Dotmnicus Diodatt, in his book Dt Chnsto Grata logttenie, 
il 6 j, who added some interesting material concerning the 
importance of the Greek language at the period and m the native 
district of Jesus But five years later, m 177a, this view was 
thoroughly refuted by Giambemardo de Rossi, 1 * * who argued con- 
vincingly that among a people so separate and so conservative 
as the Jews the native language cannot possibly have been wholly 
driven out The apostles wrote Greek for the sake of foreign 
readers In the year 1792, Johann Adrian Bolten, “first 
collegiate pastor at the principal church in Altona” (1-1807), made 
the first attempt to re-translate the sayings of Jesus into the 
original tongue. 8 

The certainly original Greek of the Epistles and the Johannine 
literature was a strong argument against the attempt to recognise 
no language save Aramaic as known to Jesus and His disciples. 
Paulus die rationalist, therefore, sought a middle path, and 
explained that while the Aramaic dialect was indeed the native 
language of Jesus, Greek had become so generally current among 
the population of Galilee, and still more of Jerusalem, that the 
founders of Christianity could use this language when they found 
it needful to do so His Catholic contemporary. Hug, came to a 
similar conclusion. 


In the course of the nineteenth century Aramaic — known down 
to the time of Michaelis as “Chaldee”* — was more thoroughly 
studied The various branches erf this language and the history of 
its progress became more 01 less clearly recognisable Kautzsch’s 
grammar of Biblical Aramaic 4 * (1884) and Dalman’s 6 * work 
embody the result of these studies. “The Aramaic language,” 
explains Meyer, "is a branch of the North Semitic^ the linguistic 
stock to which also belong the Assyrio-Babyloman language m the 
East, and the Canaamtish languages, including Hebrew, m die West, 
while the South Semitic languages — the Arabic and Aethiopic — 
form a group by themselves The users of these languages, the 


1 Giambem de Rossi, DisstrUmme della lingua propria dt Christa t digit Ebrci 
nationah della Paltshna da' Tempt dd Maccatn tn dtsamna del sentimenlo dt tm 
recent e sent tort Ilahano Parma, 177a 

1 Der Bench! dtt Matthias von Jtsu dem Memos (Matthew’s account of Jesus 
the Messiah ) Altona 1799 According to Meyer, p tog ff , tins was a very striking 
performance 

’ The name Chaldee was due Vo the mistaken bdtef that the language in which 
parts of Dante) and Ezra were written was really the vernacular of Babylonia. That 
vernacular, now known to us from cuneiform tablets and inscriptions, is a Semitic 
language, but quite different from Aramaic. — F C B 

• Emil Friedrich Kautzsch was born in 1841 at Plauen m Saxony, and studied in 
Leipzig, where he became Pnv at -Docent in 1869 In 187a he was called as 

Professw to Basle, In z88o to Tdbmgen, in 1888 to Halle, 

* Gustaf Dilman, Professor at Leipzig, was bom in 1885 at Niesky In addition 
', 2 *' w ° rka ot “* named above, see also Der bidatde vri der stertende Mess, as 

(The Suffering rad Dying Messiah), 18SB , and Was sagt der Talmud uler/esun} 

(What does the Talmud say about Jesus ?), z8pt 
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Aramaeans, were seated in historic times between the Babylonians 
and Canaanitcs, the area of their distribution extending from the 
foot of Lebanon and Hcrmon in a north-easterly direction as far as 
Mesopotamia, where “Aram of the two rivers » forms their 
easternmost province. Their immigration into these regions 
forms the third epoch of the Semitic migrations, which probably 
lasted from tdoo bc. down to 600 

The Aramaic states had no great stability The most important 
of them was the kingdom of Damascus, which at a certain period 
was so dangerous an enemy to northern Israel In the end, 
however, the Aramaean dynasties were crushed, like the tno 
Israelitish kingdoms, between the upper and nether millstones of 
Babylon and Egypt In the time of the successors of Alexander, 
there arose in these regions the Syrian kingdom, which m turn 
gave place to the Roman power. 

But linguistically the Aramaeans conquered the whole of Western 
Asia In the course of the first millennium b c. Aramaic became the 
language of commerce and diplomacy, as Babylonian had been 
during the second It was only the rise of Greek as a universal 
language which put a term to these conquests of the Aramaic. 

In the year 701 s c Aramaic had not yet penetrated to Judaea. 
When the rabshakth (officer) sent by Sennachenb addressed the 
envoys of Hczekiah in Hebrew, they begged him to speak Aramaic 
in order that the men upon the wall might not understand 1 For 
the post-exilic period the Aramaic edicts in the Book of Ezra and 
inscriptions on Persian coins show that throughout wide distnets 
of the new empire Aramaic had made good its position as the 
language of common intercourse Its domain extended from the 
Euxme southwards as far as Egypt, and even into Egypt itself 
Samaria and the Hauran adopted it Only the Greek towns and 
Phoenicia resisted 

The influence of Aramaic upon Jewish literature begins to he 
noticeable about the year 600. Jeremiah and Ezekiel, writing in 
a foreign land in an Aramaic environment, are the first witnesses to 
its supremacy. In the northern part of the country, owing to the 
immigration of foreign colonists after the destruction of the 
northern kingdom, it had already gained a hold upon the common 
people. In the Book of Daniel, written in the year 167 bc., the 
Hebrew and Aramaic languages alternate Perhaps, indeed, we 
ought to assume an Aramaic ground-document as the basis of this 


At what time Aramaic became the common popular speech in 
the post-exihe community we cannot exactly discover Under 
Nehemiah “ Judaean,” that is to say, Hebrew, was still spoken in 
Jerusalem , in the time of the Maccabees Aramaic seems to have 
1 a Kings mu. u6£F 
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wholly driven out the ancient national language Evidence for 
this is to be found in the occurrence of Aramaic passages m the 
Talmud, from which it is evident that the Rabbis used this 
language in the religious instruction of the people The provision 
that the text, after being read in Hebrew, should be interpreted to 
the people, may quite well reach back, mto the time of Jesus 
The first evidence for the practice is in the Mishna, about 
ad 150 

In the time of Jesus three languages met in Galilee — Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek. In what relation they stood to each other 
we do not know, since Josephus, the only writer who could have 
told us, fails us m this point, as he so often does elsewhere He 
informs us that when acting as an envoy of Titus he spoke to the 
people of Jerusalem in the ancestral language, and the word he 
uses is ifipaifov But the very thing we should like to know — 
whether, namely, this language was Aramaic or Hebrew, he does 
not tell us We are left in the same uncertainty by the passage in 
Acts (xxu a) which says that Paul spoke to the people 'EjfyouSi 
SiaXchTp, thereby gaining their attention, for there is no indication 
whether the language was Aramaic or Hebrew For the waters 
of that penod “Hebrew" simply means Jewish 

We cannot, therefore, be sure m what relation the ancient 
Hebrew sacred language and the Aramaic of ordinary intercourse 
stood to one another as regards religious wntings and religious 
instruction Did the ordinary man merely leam by heart a few 
verses, prayers, and psalms? Or was Hebrew, as the language of the 
cultus, also current in wider circles ? 

Dalman gives a number of examples of works wntten in 
Hebrew in the century which witnessed the birth of Christ “A 
Hebrew original,” he says, “ must be assumed in the case of the 
main part of the Aethiopic book of Enoch, the Assumption of 
Moses, the Apocalypse of Baruch, Fourth Ezra, the Book of 
Jubilees, and for the Jewish ground-document of the Testament 
of the Twelve Patnarchs, of which M Gaster has discovered a 
Hebrew manuscnpt " The first Book of Maccabees, too, seems 
to him to go back to a Hebrew original Nevertheless, he holds it 
to be impossible that synagogue discourses intended for the people 
can have been delivered in Hebrew, or that Jesus taught otherwise 
than in Aramaic 

Franz Delitzsch’s view, on the other hand, is that Jesus and 
the disciples taught in Hebrew , and that is the opinion of Resch 
also Adolf Neubauer , 1 Reader m Rabbinical Hebrew at Oxford, 
attempted a compromise It was certainly the case, he thought. 


\ tn Bxtlwal Archeology and Criticism and Kindred 

SccMc yw 'pT; g? ^ Unn ’ en,l J > <f Oxford Clarendon Press, 1885. pp 39-74. 
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*at in the time of Jesus Aramaic was spoken throughout 
Palestine, but whereas in Galilee this language had an exclusive 

£“2’ “ d the k r n0 ' Vle , dge 0f Heb ™ confined to S 
l^rned by heart, in Jerusalem Hebrew had renewed itself by the 
adoption of Aramaic elements, and a kmd of Ne^HeCc 
language had ansen This solunon at least testifies to the difficulty 
of the question The fact is that from the language of the New 
T “‘f ment lt ls olten difficult to make out whether the underlying 

^ T " Ara ? aiC Thus - f " instancy Dalmaf 
remarks— with reference to the question whether the statement of 
Jrapias refers to a Hebrew or an Aramaic “primitive Matthew"— 
th^it is difficult “to produce proof of an Aramaic as distinct from 
a j „ w source > because it is often the case in Biblical Hebrew, 
ana still more often in the idiom of the Mishna, that the same 
expressions and forms of phrase are possible as in Aramaic” 
Deutzsch s 1 “ retranslation " of the New Testament into Hebrew 
is therefore historically justified 

But the question about the language of Jesus must not be 
confused with the problem of the original language of the pnmibve 
form of Matthew’s Gospel In reference to the latter, Dalman 
thinks that the tradition of the Early Church regarding an earlier 
Aramaic form of the Gospel must be considered as lacking con- 
firmation “It is only in the case of Jesus' own words that an 
Aramaic original form is undeniable^ and it is only for these that Early 
Church tradition asserted the existence of a Semitic documentaiy 
source It is, therefore, the nght and duty of Biblical scholarship 
to investigate the form which the sayings of Jesus must have 
taken in the original and the sense which in this form they must 
have conveyed to Jewish hearers ” 

That Jesus spoke Aramaic, Meyer has shown by collecting all 
the Aramaic expressions which occur in His preaching® He 
considers the “Abba” in Gethsemane decisive, for this means 
that Jesus prayed in Aramaic in His hour of bitterest need Again 
the cry from the cross was, according to Mark xv 34, also Aramaic ■ 
EAdj^ iXat, Xa/ia. napa^BaviL The Old Testament was therefore 
most familiar to Him in an Aramaic translation, otherwise this form 
of the Psalm passage would not have come to His lips at the 
moment of death 

It is a quite independent question whether Jesus could speak, 


1 Franz Dehtssch, Die Bucket* dec Ntuctt Testaments am dem Gnechischen ins 
Hebmisehc Uherseht 1B77 (The Books of the N T translated from Greek into 
Hebrew } This work has been circulated by thousands among Jens throughout the 
whole world 

Dclitzsch was bom in 1813 at Leipzig and became Pnvat-Doccnt there in 184a, 
went to Rostock as Professor in 1846, to Erlangen in 1S50, and returned in 1867 to 
Leipzig By conviction he was a strict Lutheran in theology He was one of the 
leading expats in Late Jewish and Talmudic literatim. He died in 1890 
1 See Meyer, p 47 a 
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or at least understand, Greek. According to Josephus the know- 
ledge of Greek m Palestine at that time, even among educated Jews, 
can only have been of a quite elementary character. He himself 
had to learn it laboriously in order to be able to write in it His 
“Jewish War” was first written in Aramaic for his fellow-country- 
men, the Greek edition was, by his own avowal, not intended 
for them In another passage, it is true, he seems to imply a 
knowledge of, and interest m, foreign languages even among people 
in humble hfe 1 

An analogy, which is in many respects very close, to the linguistic 
conditions in Palestine was offered by Alsace under French rule 
in the ’sixties of the nineteenth century Here, too, three languages 
met in the same district. The High-German of Luther’s translation 
of the Bible was the language of the Church, the Alemanmc dialect 
was the usual speech of the people, while French was the language 
of culture and of government administration This remarkable 
analogy would be rather m favour — if analogy can be admitted 
to have any weight in the question — of Dehtzsch and Resch, 
since the Biblical High-German, although never spoken m social 
intercourse, strongly influenced the Alemanmc dialect — although this 
was, on the other hand, quite uninfluenced by Modern High-German 
— but did not allow it to penetrate into Church or school, there 
maintaining for itself an undivided sway. French made some 
progress, but only m certain circles, and remained entirely ex- 
cluded from the religious sphere. The Alsatians of the poorer 
classes who could at that time have repeated the Lord’s Prayer or 
the Beatitudes in French would not have been difficult to count 
The Lutheran translation still holds its own to some extent against 
the French translation with the older generation of the Alsatian 
community m Pans, which has in other respects become completely 
French — so strong is the influence of a former ecclesiastical 
language even among those who have left then: native home. 
There is one factor, however, which is not represented in the 
analogy, the influence of the Greek-speaking Jews of the Diaspora, 
who gathered to the Feasts at Jerusalem, upon the extension of 
the Greek language m the mother-country 

Jesus, then, spoke Galilaean Aramaic, which is known to us 
as a separate dialect from writings of the fourth to the seventh 
century For the Judaean dialect we have more and earlier 
evidence. We have literary monuments in it from the first to the 
third century. “It is very probable,” Dalman thinks, “that the 
popular dialect of Northern Palestine, after the final fall of the 
Judaean centre of the Aramaic- Jew ish culture, which followed on 
the Bar-Cochba nsmg, spread over almost the whole of Palestine ” 

The retranslations into Aramaic are therefore justified. After 

1 See Meyer, p. 6x ffi 
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J A Boltcn’s attempt had remained for nearly a hundred years 
the only one of its kind, the experiment has been renewed in our 
own time by J T Marshall, E Nestle, J Wellhausen, Arnold Meyer, 
and Gustaf Dalraan , in the case of Marshall and Nestle with the 
subsidiary purpose of endeavouring to prove the existence of an 
Aramaic documentary source These retranslations first attracted 
their due meed of attention from theologians m connexion with 
the Son-of-Man question. Rarely, if ever, have theologians ex- 
perienced such a surprise as was sprung upon them by Hans 
Lictzmann's essay in 1896 1 Jesus had ne\er, so ran the thesis 
of the Bonn candidate m theology, applied to Himself the title 
Son of Man, because in the Aramaic the title did not exist, and on 
linguistic grounds could not have existed In the language which 
He used, -a was merely a periphrasis for “a man ” That Jesus 
meant Himself when He spoke of the Son of Man, none of His 
hearers could have suspected 

Lietzmann had not been without predecessors 8 Gilbert 
Gdncbrard, who died Archbishop of Aix as long ago as 1597, had 
emphasised the point that the term Son of Man should not be in- 
terpreted with reference solely to Christ, but to the race of mankind 
Hugo Grotius maintained the same position even more emphatically 
With a quite modem onc-sidcdness, Paulus the rationalist main- 
tained m his commentaries and m his Life of Jesus that according to 
Ezek. u 1 "Barnash" meant man in general jesus, he thought, 
whenever He used the expression the Son of Man, pointed to 


Himself and thus gave it the sense of “ this man " In taking this 
line he gives up the general reference to mankind as a whole for 
which Mark 11 28 is generally cited as the classical passage The 
suggestion that the term Son of Man m its apocalyptic signification 
was first attributed to Jesus at a later time and that the passages 
where it occurs in this sense are therefore suspicious, was first put 
forward by Fr Aug Fntzsche He hoped in this way to get nd 
of Matt x 23 De Lagarde, like Paulus, emphatically asserted that 
Son of Man only meant man But instead of the clumsy ex- 
planation of the rationalist he gave another and a more pleasing 
one, namely, that Jesus by choosing this title designed to ennoble 
mankind Wellhausen, in his “ History of Israel and of the J 6 '* 8 
(1894), remarked on it as strange that Jesus should have called 
Himself "the Man" B D Eerdmans, taking the apocalyptic 
significance of the term as his starting-point, attempted to cany 
out consistently the theory of the later interpolation of this Utle 
into the sayings of Jesus 8 

1 Hans Lietcmann, now Professor in Jena, was bora in 1875 nt 
Until his cxll to Jena he worked as a Pntnt Docent nt Bonn He has done some 
very meritorious work in the publication of Early Christian writings 

l ® De^pmnS 1 ^ de u,tdruUt.n C -Zoon des Mensohen' sis ew.nsel.scte 
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Thus Lietzmann had predecessors, but the; were not so in 
an; real sense. The; had either started out from the Marcan 
passage where the Son of Man is described as the Lord of the 
Sabbath, and endeavoured arbitranl; to interpret all the Son-of- 
Man passages in the same sense, or the; assumed without 
sufficient grounds that the title Son of Man was a later inter- 
polation The new idea consisted in combining the two attempts, 
and declanng the passages about the Son of Man to be linguis- 
bcall; and histoncall; impossible, seeing that, on linguistic grounds, 
" son of man ” means “ man ” 

Arnold Me;er and Wellhausen expressed themselves in the 
same sense as Lietzmann. The passages where Jesus uses the 
expression in an unmistakabl; Messianic sense are, according to 
them, to be put down to the account of Early Christian theology 
The onl; passages which m their opinion are histoncall; tenable 
are the two or three in which the expression denotes man m 
general, or is equivalent to the simple “ I " These latter were felt 
to be a difficult; by the Church when it came to think m Greek, 
since this wa; of speaking of oneself was strange to them , con- 
sequentl; the expression appeared to them deliberately enigmatic 
and onl; capable of being interpreted in the sense which it bears 
in Daniel The Son-of-Man conception, argued Lietzmann, when 
he again approached the question two ;ears later, had arisen m a 
Hellenistic environment, 1 on the basis of Dan vu 13 , N Schmidt,* 
too, saw m the apocal;ptic Bar-Nasha passages which follow the 
revelation of the Messiahship at Caesarea Philippi an interpolation 
from the later apocalyptic theology On the other hand, P Schmiedel 
still wished to make it a Messianic designation, and to take it as 
being historical in this sense even in passages in which the term man 
“ E av e a possible sense ” * H Gunkel thought that it was possible 
to translate Bar-Nasha simply by “man,” and nevertheless hold 
to the historicity of the expression as a self-designation of Jesus 
Jesus, he suggests, had borrowed this enigmatic term, which goes 
back to Dan vu 13, from the mystical apocalyptic literature, 
meaning thereby to indicate that He was the IMan of God in 
contrast to the Man of Sin * 

Holtzmann felt a kind of relief m handing over to the philologists 
the obstinate problem which since the time of Baldensperger and 


'Son of Man " 


Mesnasutel " Thai Ttjiukr , 1894 (The Origin of the Expression ' 
ns a Title of the Messiah in the Gospels ) 

" Z,Ir M “*S' ensohnf rage " (The Son-of-Mnn Problem). 
TAcol Art da Rketn 'unucnschafll Predigerveretru, 1898 7 

■“ 1 Me " wte? " }mrnal * iU > 

Sctumedel, "Dor Name htenschensohn und das Messiasbeivusstsem Jesn 

<S!i(5r i 3 na pix B asfl^967 M!U1 ttad 1118 M * s *’’ unc C^oKsousness 0 f Jesus), 1898, \Pr»4 

‘ H Gunkel, Z. a TA , *899, 49, pp 581-611 
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Weiss had caused so much trouble to theologians, and wanted to 
postpone the historical discussion until the Aramaic experts had 
settled the linguistic question That happened sooner than was 
expected In 1898 Dalman declared m his epoch-making work 
(Die Worte Jem ) that he could not admit the linguistic objections 
to the use of the expression Son of Man by Jesus "Biblical 
Aramaic,” he says, " does not differ in this respect from Hebrew. 
The simple 4ft and not ebj; ia is the term for man ”... It was 
only later that the Jewish-Galilaean dialect, like the Palestinian- 
Christian dialect, used ^ *9 for man, though in both idioms the 
simple occurs in the sense of "some one.” "In view of the 
whole facts of the case,” he continues, "what has to be said is 
that Jewish-Palestunan Aramaic of the earlier period used =?« 
for ‘ man,’ and occasionally to designate a plurality of men makes 
use of the expression x?j(< 'jj The singular *!* •>? was not current^ 
and was only nsed in imitation of the Hebrew text of the Bible, where 
WJ5 I? belongs to the poetic diction, and is, moreover, not of very 
frequent occurrence ” “It is,” he says elsewhere, “by no means a 
sign of a sound historical method, instead of working patiently 
at the solution of the problem, to hasten like Oort and Lietzmann 
to the conclusion that the absence of the expression in the New 
Testament Epistles is a proof that Jesus did not use it either, but 
that there was somewhere or other a Hellenistic community m the 
Early Church which had a predilection for this name, and often 
made Jesus speak of Himself in the Gospel narrative in the third 
person, in order to find an opportunity of bringing it in ” 

So the oxen turned back with the ark into the land of the 
Philistines It was a case of returning to the starting-point and 
deciding on historical grounds in what sense Jesus had used the 
expression 1 But the possibilities were reduced by the way m which 
Lietzmann had posed the problem, since the interpretations according 
to which Jesus had used it in a veiled ethical Messianic sens^ to 
indicate the ethical and spiritual transformation of all the eschato 
logical conceptions, were now manifestly incapable of offering any 
convincing argument against the radical denial of the use 01 e 
expression Baldensperger rightly remarked in a review of 
whole discussion that the question which was ultimately at staxe in 


1 For the last phase of the discussion we may name 

WeUhaosen, Siiuen und Vtrarbestm (Sketches sad Studies), i 8 F9- M’7 ^ 

where he throws further light on Dolman's philological objections , and goes o 

^^s^.^’noucste Forsehung liber den Meuschensohu." Tk* 
Rundschau, 1900 , 3 , pp aor-aio, 943 *55 

P Firing, Der hiutschensohn Tubingen, X901 " Pro! 

3 <£2 the D “ ,F ’ aUO ° *■ 

0rl p“^ Schmidt Du G'.chuhU /«,«. u (^rif^^^n-Explsnstlon.) 
Tubingen, 1904. P *57 ff 
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the combat over the title Son of Man was the question whether 
Jesus was the Messiah or no, and that Dalman, by his proof of its 
linguistic possibility, had saved the Messiahship of Jesus 1 

But what kind of Messiahship ? Is it any other kind than the 
future Messiahship of the apocalyptic Son of Man which Johannes 
Weiss had asserted? Did Jesus mean anything different by the 
Son of Man from that which was meant by the apocalyptic writers? 
To put it otherwise behind the Son-of-Man problem there lies the 
general question whether Jesus can have described Himself as a 
present Messiah ; for the fundamental difficulty is that He, a man 
upon earth, should give Himself out to be the Son of Man, and at 
the same tune apparently give to that title a quite different sense 
from that which it previously possessed. 

The champion of the linguistic possibility of this self-designation 
made the last serious attempt to render the transformation of the 
conception historically conceit able. He argues that Jesus cannot 
have used it as a mere meaningless expression, a periphrasis for the 
simple I s On the other hand, the term cannot have been under- 
stood by the disciples as an exalted titles or at least only m the 
sense that the title indicative of exaltation is paradoxically con- 
nected with the title indicative of humility. "We shall be justified 
in saying, that, for the Synoptic Evangelists, ‘ Man’s Son ’ was no 
title of honour for the Messiah, but — as it must necessarily appear 
to a Hellenist — a veiling of His Messiahship under a name which 
emphasises the humanity of its bearer” For them it was not 
the references to the sufferings of "Man’s Son” that were 
paradoxical, but the references to His exaltation that “Man’s 
Son ” should be put to death is not wonderful ; what is wonderful 
is His “coming again upon the clouds of heaven ” 

If Jesus called Himself the Son of Man, the only conclusion 
which could be drawn by those that heard Hun was, “that for 
some reason or other He desired to describe Himself as a Man 
par excellence ” There is no reason to think of the Heavenly Son 
of Man of the Similitudes of Enoch and Fourth Ezra; that con- 
ception could hardly be present to the minds of His auditors. 

1 Dalman 3 reputation as on authority upon Jewish Aramaic ts so deservedly high, 
that u is necessaiy to point out that his solution did not, as Dr Schweitzer seems to 
sajv entirely dispose of the linguistic difficulties raised by Lietzroann as to the meaning 
and use of lerrdsh and lerr&ihi in Aramaic. The English reader will find the 
linguistic facts well put in sections 4 and 33 of N Schmidt's article Son of Man ” 
“ BiH ea (cols 4708, 4733), or he may consult Prof Be van's review 

ol Dalman s If orie fesu m the Critical Smete for 1899, p 148 ff The mam point 
u that 6 difyurcr and 0 v!6t roc orSpiiir 011 are equally legitimate translations of 
Thus the contrast m the Greek between O ivQpmcm and o v!li roC 
arvp^ncev m Mark n 37 and 98, or again in Mark mi 36 and 38, disappears on 
retranslation into the dialect spoken bj Jesus Whether this linguistic fact makes the 
saimgs m which i ujr roD avfykS-ou occurs unbistoncnl is a fur.hcr question, upon 
wh en seno ars can take, and have taken, opposite opinions. F, C B 

See 1898, p 191 ff (= E. T p 934 ff J 
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" How was one who was now walking upon earth, to come from 
heaven ? He would have needed first to be translated thither. 
One who had died or been rapt away from earth might be 
brought back to earth again m this way, or a being who bad 
never before been upon earth, might be conceived as descending 
thither '* 

But if, on the one hand, the title Son of Kan was not to 
be understood apart from the reference to the passage in Daniel, 
while on the other Jesus so designated Himself as a man actually 
present upon earth, “ what was really implied was that He was the 
man in whom Daniel’s vision of 'one like unto a Son of Man’ 
was being fulfilled ” He could not certainly expect from His 
hearers a complete understanding of the self-designation. “We 
are doubtless justified in saying that in using it, He intentionally 
offered them an enigma which challenged further reflection upon 


His Person ” 

According to Peter's confession the name was intelligible to 
the disciples as coming from Dan vu 13, and obviously indicating 
Him who was destined to the sovereignty of the world. Jesus 
calls Himself the Son of Man, "not as meaning the lowly one, 
but as a scion of the human race with its human weakness, whom 
nevertheless God will make Lord of the world, and it is veiy 
probable that Jesus found the Son of Man of Dan vn in Ps 
vm 5 ff also ” Sayings regarding humiliation and suffering could 
be attached to the title just as well as references to exaltation 
For since the "Child of Man" has placed Himself upon the 
throne of God, He is m reality no longer a mere man, but ruler 
over heaven and earth, “the Lord " 

This attempt of Dalman’s has the same significance in 1 regard 
to the question of the Messiahship as Bousset’s bad for the 
ethical question Just as in Bousset's view the Kingdom of God 
was, m a paradoxical way, after all proclaimed as present, so 
here the self-designation "Son of Man " is retained by a paradox as 
conveying the sense of a present Messiahship But the documen 
do not give any support to this assumption , on the contraiy 
they contradict it at every point According to Dalman it was not 
the predictions of the passion of the Son of Man which soun 
paradoxical to the disciples, but the predictions of His wataUon 
But we are distinctly told that when He spoke of His passion 

they did not understand the saying The predictions of His 
exaltation, however, they understood so well that VVJth ° ut t ^ ub ^5 
themselves further about the predictions of the suflfenn^ they 
began to dispute who should be greatest in the kingdom 
Sen and who should have his throne closest to the Son 
of Man ’ And if it is once admitted that Jesus took the d s gn 
from Darnel, what greund is there for asserting that the 
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purely eschatological transcendental significance which the term had 
taken on tn the Similitudes of Enoch and retains in Fourth Ezra 
had no existence for Jesus ? Thus, by a long round-about, criticism 
has come back to Johannes Weiss 1 His eschatologtcal solution 
of the Son-of-Man question — the elements of which are to be 
found m Strauss’s first Life of Jesus — is the only possible one 
Dalman expresses the same idea in the form of a question “ How 
could one who was actually walking the earth come down from 
heaven? He would have needed first to be translated thither 
One who had died or been rapt away from earth might possibly 
be brought back to earth in this way” Having reached this 
point we have only to observe further that Jesus, from the 
“confession of Peter” onwards, always speaks of the Son of Man 
in connexion with death and resurrection That is to say, that 
once the disciples know in what relation He stands to the Son of 
Man, He uses this title to suggest the manner of His return : as 
the sequel to His death and resurrection He will return to the world 
again as a superhuman Personality. Thus the purely transcendental 
use of the term suggested by Dalman as a possibility turns out 
to be the historical reality 

Broadly speaking, therefore, the Son-of-Man problem is both 
histoncally solvable and has been solved The authentic passages 
are those m which the expression is used in that apocalyptic sense 
which goes back to Daniel But we have to distinguish two different 
uses of the term according to the degree of knowledge assumed 
m the hearers If the secret of Jesus is unknown to them, then 
in that case they understand simply that Jesus is speaking of 
the “ Son of Man " and His coming without having any suspicion 
that He and the Son of Man have any connexion It would 
be thus, for instance, when in sending out the disciples m Matt 
x. *3, He announced the imminence of the appearing of the 
Son of Man; or when He pictured the judgment which the 
Son of Man would hold (Matt xxv. 31-46), if we may imagine 

1 See the classical discussion in J Weiss, Du Predigt Jesus vom Seiche Gattex, 
189a, 1st ed . p 53 S 

In the second edition, of 1900, p 160 ft , he allows himself to be led astray by 
the 1 « merest apostles “ of modern theology to indulge tn the subtleties of fine spun 


ihe Son of Man as due to the *' extreme modesty of Jesus,** a modesty which did 
not forsake Him in the presence of His judges This recent access of psy chologismg 
exegesis has not conduced to dearness of presentation, and the preference for the 
kucan narrative does not so much contribute to throw light on the facts as to 
discover in the thoughts of Jesus subtleties of which the historical Jesus never dreamt 
if the torn olw-vys used the term Son of Man when speaking of Hts Messiahsbip, 
the reason was that this was the only way m which He could speak of it at aU, 
since the M«siahship w-is not jet realised, but was only to be so at the appearing 
m the Son of Man For a consistent, purely historical, non-psychological exposition 
or the Son of-Man passages see Albert Schweitter, Das AfesstamtSls- uni Lstdens- 
/Var-rts (The Secret or the Messiahsbip and the Passion.) A sketch of the Life 
01 Jesus Tubingen, 1901 
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it to have been spoken to the people at Jerusalem. Or, on 
the other hand, the secret is known to the hearers In that 
case they understand that the term Son of Man points to the 
position to which He Himself is to be exalted when the present era 
passes into the age to come It was thus, no doubt, m the case of 
the disciples at Caesarea Philippi, and of the High Pnest to whom 
Jesus, after answering his demand with the simple "Yea” (Mark 
xiv 6a), goes on immediately to speak of the exaltation of the 
Son of Man to the right hand of God, and of His coming upon 
the clouds of heaven 

Jesus did not, therefore, veil His Messiahshtp by using the 
expression Son of Man, much less did He transform it, but He 
used the expression to refer, in the only possible way, to His 
Messianic office as destined to be realised at His “coming,” and 
did so in such a manner that only the initiated understood that He 
was speaking of His own coming, while others understood Him as 
referring to the coming of a Son of Man who was other than Himself. 

The passages where the title has not this apocalyptic reference, 
or where, previous to the incident at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus in 
speaking to the disciples equates the Son of Man with His own 
“ego,” are to be explained as of literary origin This set of 
secondary occurrences of the tide has nothing to do with “Early 
Church theology”; it Is merely a question of phenomena of trans- 
lation and tradition In the saying about the Sabbath in Mark 
u 28, and perhaps also in the saying about the nght to foigive 
sms in Mark 11 10, Son of Man doubtless stood in the original in 
the general sense of “man,” but was later, certainly by our Evan- 
gelists, understood as referring to Jesus as the Son of Man In 
other passages tradition, following the analogy of those passages m 
which the title is authentic, put in place of the simple I— evpressea 
in the Aramaic by “the man "—the self-designation “Son of Man, 
as we can clearly show by comparing Matt xvi 13, “ Who do men 
say that the Son of Man is?” with Mark vm 27, “Who do men 

^ Three passages call for special discussion. In the statement 
that a man may be forgiven for blasphemy against the Son of Man, 
but not for blasphemy against the Holy Spint, in Matt » 3 • 
“Son of Man” may be authentic. But of course it would not, 
even in that case, give any hint that “Son of Man designates th 
Messiah in His humiliation” as Dalman wished to “to from * 
□as sane, but would mean that Jesus was speaking of the Sou o 

Etn, Mr. » to to* 

Himself, mito- toU-to <* * 

such as might have been uttered by a Sadducee. But uw 

into account the parallel m Mark m “V^ou't any of 

against the Holy Ghost is spoken of without any menu 
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blasphemy against the Son of Man, it seems more natural to take 
the mention of the Son of Man as a secondary interpolation, 
derived from the same line of tradition, perhaps from the same 
hand, as die “Son of Man” in the question to the disciples at 
Caesarea Philippi 

The two other sayings, the one about the Son of Man “who 
hath not where to lay His head,” Matt. vm. ao, and that about the 
Son of Man who must submit to the reproach of being a glutton 
and a wine-bibber, Matt a 19, belong together If we assume 
it to be possible, in conformity with the saying about the purpose of 
the parables in Mark iv . 11 and 12, that Jesus sometimes spoke 
words which He did not intend to be understood, we may — if we 
are unwilling to accept the supposition of a later periphrasis for the 
ego, which would certainly be the most natural explanation — re- 
cognise in these sayings two obscure declarations regarding the 
Son of Man. They wonld then be supposed to have meant m 
die onginal form, which is no longer clearly recognisable, that the 
Son of Man would in some way justify the conduct of Jesus of 
Nazareth. But the way m which this idea is expressed wa3 not 
such as to make it easy for Hts hearers to identify Him with the 
Son of Man. Moreover, it was for them a conception impossible 
to realise, since Jesus was a natural, and the Son of Man a super- 
natural, being, and the eschatological scheme of things had not 
provided for a man who at the end of the existing era should hint 
to others that at the great transformation of all dungs He wonld be 
manifested as the Son of Man. This case presented itself only in 
the course of histoiy, and it created a preparatory stage of eschato- 
logy which does not answer to any traditional scheme, 
i That act of the self-consciousness of Jesus by which He recog- 
nised Himself in His earthly existence as the future Messiah is the 
act in which eschatology supremely affirms itself. At the same 
time, since it brings, spiritually, that which is to come, into the 
unaltered present, into the existing era, it is the end of eschatology 
For it is its “spiritualisation,” a spiritualisation of which the ultimate 
consequence was to be that all its “ supersensuous " elements were 
to be realised only spiritually in the present earthly conditions, and 
all that is affirmed as supersensuous in the transcendental sense 
was to be regarded as only the ruined remains of an eschatological 
world-view. The Messiamc secret of Jesus is the basis of Christianity, 
since it involves the de-nationalising and the spiritualisation of Jewish 
eschatology. 

Yet more It is the primal fact, the starting-point, of a process 
which manifests itself, indeed, in Christianity, but cannot fully 
work itseir out even here, of a movement ir. the direction of 
tnwardncss which brings all religious magnitudes into the one 
indivisible spiritual present, and which Christian dogmatic bas not 
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ventured to carry to its completion The Messianic consciousness 
of the uniquely great Man of Nazareth sets up a struggle between 

of the bemn^ beyond ' and Intl0duces *at resolute absorption 
of the beyond by the present, which in looking back we recode 

onrSvp? 5 ,^^ Chnstian * t y> Md of which we are consciow in 

moi ofwhS ° f TeI,E10,1S pr0grcss and «Penence-a 

process of which the end is not yet in sight. 

JCSUS "““'P* world ” and did stand in 
conflict with Judaism Protestantism was a step— a step on which 
hung weighty consequences-m the progress of that “acceptance 
of the world which was constantly developing itself from within 
By a mighty revolution which was in harmony with the spirit of 
that great primal act of the consciousness of Jesus, though in 
opposition to some of the most certain of His saymgs, ethics 
became world-accepting But it will be a mightier resolution still 
when the last remaining rums of the supersensuous other-worldli 
system of thought are swept away in order to dear the site for a 
new spiritual, purely real and present world All the inconsistent 
compromises and constructions of modem theology are merely an 
attempt to stave off the final expulsion of eschatology from religion, 
an inevitable but a hopeless attempt. That proieptic Messianic 
consciousness of Jesus, which was in reality the only possible 
actuahsation of the Messianic idea, carries these consequences 
with it inexorably and unfailingly. At that last cry upon the cross 
the whole eschatological supetsensuous world fell in upon itself in 
ruins, and there remained as a spiritual reality only that present 
spiritual world, bound as it is to sense, which Jesus by His all 
powerful word had called into being within the world which He 
contemned. That last ciy, with its despairing abandonment of the 
eschatological future, is His real acceptance of the world The 
“ Son of Man ” was buned in the rums of the falling eschatological 
world, there remained ahve only Jesus “the Man” Thus these 
two Aramaic synonyms include in themselves, as in a symbol of 
reality, all that was to come. 

If theology has found it so hard a task to amve at an histoncil 
comprehension of the secret of this self designation, this is due to 
the fact that the question is not a purely historical one In this 
word there lies the transformation of a whole system of thought, 
the inexorable consequence of the elimination of eschatolog} from 
religion It was only in this future form, not as actual, that Jesus 
spoke of His Mcssiahship Modem theology keeps on endeavouring 
to discover in the title of Son of Man, which is bound up with the 
future, a humanised present Mcssiahship It docs so in the con- 
viction that the recognition of a purely future reference in the 
Messianic consciousness of Jesus would lead in the last result to a 
modification of the histone bwis of our faith, which has itself become 
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historical, and therefore true and self-justifying The recognition 
of the claims of eschatology signifies for our dogmatic a burning of 
the boats by which it felt itself able to return at any moment 
from the time of Jesus direct to the present 

One point that is worthy of notice in this connexion is the 
trustworthiness of the tradition The Evangelists, writing in Greek, 
and the Greek-speaking Early Church, can hardly have retamed an 
understanding of the purely eschatological character of that self- 
designation of Jesus It had become for them merely an indirect 
method of self-designation And nevertheless the Evangelists, 
especially Mark, record the sayings of Jesus m such a way that the 
original significance and application of the designation in His 
mouth is still clearly recognisable, and we are able to determine 
with certainty the isolated cases in which this self-designation in 
His discourses is of a secondary origin 

Thus the use of the term Son of Man — which, if we admitted 
the sweeping proposal of laetzmann and Wellhausen to cancel it 
everywhere as an interpolation of Greek Early Church theology, 
would throw doubt on the whole of the Gospel tradition — becomes 
a proof of the certainty and trustworthiness of that tradition We 
may, in fact, say that the progressive recognition of the eschato- 
logical character of the teaching and action of Jesus carries with it 
a progressive justification of the Gospel tradition A senes of 
passages and discourses which had been endangered because from 
the modern theological point of view which had been m?de the 
cntenon of the tradition they appeared to be without meaning, are 
now secured The stone which the cntics rejected has become the 
corner-stone of the tradition 


If Aramaic scholarship appears in regard to the Son-of-Man 
question among the opponents of the thorough-going eschatological 
view, it takes no other position in connexion with the retranslations 
and in the application of illustrative parallels from the Rabbinic 
literature 


,,^ n J 00 * un 8 ^ the earlier works m this department^ one is struck 
" l j j s ”J a ^ ness the result in proportion to the labour ex- 
penaed The names that call for mention here are those of John 
Ughtfoot, Christian Schottgen, Joh Gerh Meuschen, J Jak Wett- 
stem, F Nork, Frans Delitzsch, Carl Siegfried, and A. Wunsche 1 
even a work like F Weber’s System der altsynagogalen 

1 See TKUnin, p 60S 

by Tb* Carpiov 1 ' 1^^684“ “ TttImvd,eai '* f ua,uar Evangel,, iu Edited 
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palashntnstschen Tkcologte} which does not confine itself to smrie 
sayings and thoughts, but aims at exhibiting the Rabbinic system 
of thought as a whole, throws, in the main, but little light on the 
thoughts of Jesus The Rabbinic parables supply, according to 
Julicher, but little of value for the explanation of the parables of 
Jesus 8 In this method of discourse, Jesus is so pre-eminently 
original, that any other productions of the Jewish parabolic 
literature are like stunted undergrowth beside a great tree, though 
that has not prevented His originality from being challenged in this 
very department, both in earlier times and at the present As 
early as 1648, Robert Shcringhom, of Cambridge,* suggested that the 
parables in Matt xx r ff, xxv x ff, and Luke xvi. wer- denied 
from Talmudic sources, an opinion against which J B. Carp rov, 
the younger, raised a protest, in 1839, F Nork asserted, in his 
work on “Rabbinic Sources and Parallels for the New Testament 
Writings,” that the best thoughts m the discourses of Jesus are to 
be attributed to His Jewish teachers ; in 1880 the Dutch Rabbi, 
T. Tal, maintained the thesis that the parables of the New Testament 
are all borrowed from the Talmud 4 Theones of this kind cannot 
be refuted, because they lade the foundation necessaiy to any 
theoiy which is to be capable of being rationally discussed — that ol 
plain common sense. 4 

We possess, however, really scientific attempts to define more 
closely the thoughts of Jesus by the aid of the Rabbinic language 
and Rabbinic ideas in the wrorks of Arnold Meyer and Daiman It 
cannot indeed be said that the obscure sayings which form the 
problem of present-day exegesis are in all cases made clearer by 
them, much as we may admire the comprehensive knowledge of 


J Jakob Wellstein. Nauum Teslamentum Graeeum Amsterdam, 175* Bni * , 7 S 9 
F Nark, Rabbsnuche Quillen uni Parallelen ru neulatairenthehen SchnfUUUm , 

Leipzig. 1839 _ , 

Franz Deliuscb, “ Horae Hcbraicae el Tabnudicae,” in the Lmth ZetlseA • 1876- 

X878 

Carl Siegfried, Annteefa Raihntea, 1875. "Rabbin Analekteo." JnAri. f fret 
Thai , J876 . 

A. Wflnsche, Ntue BalrSge nr Rsdiuterung itr Zvangthen aus Talmud w* 
Ahdraxch (Contributions to the exposition of the Gospels from Talmud and 
Midrash ) Gottingen, 2878 

1 Leipzig, 1880 , snded , 1897 

* Cf far what follows, JOheher, Die Gtnehnisreden Jan , L, 1888, p 104 “• 

* Robot Shennghnm of Caius College, Cambridge, a royalist dmite, piibli-nti 
-in edition of the Talmudic tractate Yoma London, 1648 — r CD 

4 T Til. Professor Oort uni ier Talmud, 1880. See upon this van Minen. 
Jelrl f fro! Thtol , 1884, p 589 The host collectionof rilmudir mMnU. 
according to Jbbcher, thu of Pror Guts Len, transited by L Seligman toTars 
Ucenier uni Grianten aut Tatt-ud uri MtdraseA Leipng, and ed ,1877 

» The quesuon m-ij bs said to base lieen prmisionallj settled by ran r> of* 
work. AHjUdsuh Glnelnssse uni iu Gleichrtsse Jezu (Aneruit 
the P-uab'c* of Jesus}. TObingcn. 1901, in winch he goes some fifty Law 
parables, and compares them with ihose of Jesus, the iin d result be.ng to show m 
dearly than erer the uniqueness and absoluteness of His creations 
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these scholars Sometimes, indeed, they become more obscure 
than before According to Meyer, for instance^ the question of 
Jesus whether His disciples can drink of His cup, and be baptized 
with His baptism means, if put back into Aramaic, “ Can you drink 
as bitter a dnnk as I , can you eat as sharply salted meat as I ? " 1 
Not does Dalman’s Aramaic retranslation help us much with the 
saying about the violent who take the Kingdom of Heaven by force 
According to him, it is not spoken of the faithful, but of the rulers 
of this world, and refers to the epoch of the Divine rule which has 
been introduced by the imprisonment of the Baptist No one can 
violently possess himself of the Divine reign, and Jesus can therefore 
only mean that violence is done to it in the person of its subjects 
_ On this it must be remarked, that if the saying really means 
this, it is about as appropriate to its setting as a rock in the sky 
Jesus is not speaking of the imprisonment of the Baptist By the 
days of John the Baptist He means the time of his public ministry 
It is equally open to question whether in putting that crucial 
question regarding the Messiah in Mark xu. 37 He really in- 
tended to show, as Dalman thinks, “ that physical descent from David 
was not of decisive importance— it did not belong to the essence 
of the Messiahship.” 

But a point in regard to which Dalman’s remarks are of great 
value for the reconstruction of the life of Jesus is the entry into 
Jerusalem. Dalman thinks that the simple “ Hosanna, blessed be 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord ” (Mark ri 9) was what the 
shouted in acclamation, and that the additional words 
m Mark and Matthew are simply an interpretative exp ansion, 
this acclamation did not itself contain any Messianic reference, 
inis explains “why the entry into Jerusalem was not made a 
count in the charge urged against Him before Pilate.” The events 
or paim Sunday” only received their distinctively Messianic 
cotour later. It was not the Messiah, but the prophet and wonder- 
worker of Galilee whom the people hailed with rejoicing and 
accompanied with invocations of blessing * 

Generally speaking, the value of Dalman’s work lies less in the 
utions which it offers than in the problems which it raises By 
“ thorough discussions it challenges historical theology to test 
. . “f dashed assumptions regarding the teaching of Jesus, 
nd make sure whether they are really so certain and self-evident 
inus, m opposition to Schurer, he denies that the thought of the 

Aramaic of a selection of the saymgs of 
expHmmirthe A Judaism more under Parses influence is assumed as 

Chr T ml J ** E BoUcn - D “ r*r**rdxhafi ZS 
Persian Eschatolo^}. ff Kkatohs “ (The Re,ttUon of Jemsh-Chnsuan to 

•r Wdltaiisoi. Israel, H,e*z«nijud,,du Gtschxekt, 
“ ,a *• “Ob? Albert Sehwe^. Das MesncZ^. JTZZZ 
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pre-existence in heaven of all the good things belonging to the 
Kingdom of God was at all generally current tn the Late-Jevrish 
world of ideas, and thinks that the occasional references 1 to a pre- 
existing Jerusalem, which shall finally be brought down to the earth, 
do not suffice to establish the theory. Similarly, be thinks it 
doubtful whether Jesus used the terms “this world (age),” “the 
world (age) to come " in the eschatological sense which is generally 
attached to them, and doubts, on linguistic grounds, whether they 
can have been used at all Even the use of eVp or ejrj for “world” 
can not be proved. In the pre-Christian period there is much 
reason to doubt Us occurrence, though in later Jewish literature it 
is frequent The expression cv rp waAiy/evco-tp in Matt xix. 28, is 
specifically Greek and cannot be reproduced in either Hebrew 01 
Aramaic. It is \ ery strange that the use w hich Jesus makes of Amen 
is unknown In the whole of Jewish literature According to the 
proper idiom of the language “IS? is never used to emphasise one's 
own speech, but always with reference to the speech, prayer, 
benediction, oath, or curse of another." Jesus, therefore, if He 
used the expression in this sense, must have given it a nen 
meaning as a formula of asseveration, in place of the oath which 


He forbade. 

All these acute observations are marked by the general tendency 
which [was observable in the interpretation of the term Son of Man, 
that is, by the endeavour so to weaken down the eschatological 
conceptions of the Kingdom and the Messiah, that the hypothesis 
of a making-present and spiritualising of these conceptions in the 
fmrhmt r of Jesus might appear inherently and linguistically P os f"’ e 
and natural. The polemic against the pre-existent realities of the 
Kingdom of God is intended to show that for Jesus the Reign ol uoo 
is a present benefit, which can be sought after, given, possessed, and 
taken. Even before the time of Jesus, according to Dalman, a 
tendency had shown itself to lay less emphasis, in connexion wim 
the hope of the future, upon the national Jewish element jesu 
forced this element still farther into the background, and gave a 
more decided prominence to the purely religious dement r or 

Him the reign of God was the Divine power, which ftom this urn 
onward was steadily to cany forward the renewal of the world, 
St renewed which men shall one day 

even now offers itself, and therefore can be grasped and reoovea 
as a present good.” The supernatural coming of *e &ngtom 
only the final stage of the coming which » “^“^hHe 


SP have spoken of “ this ” world and the “ world to come, 

SUprLons had in His use of 
It is for Him less a question of an antithesis between 
1 See lie Apocalypse of Banieb, and Fourth Korn- 
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<W’ than of establishing a connexion between them by which 

. * « Tn Tpctic' view,* 1 says Dalman, the period before the 

% nf tVip Reisn of God ws organically connected 
commencement of the W L« JJJ T H f was the Messiah 

. «■» 

relation to God His Messiahship was not something whoUy in- 
comprehensible to those about Him. If redemption wm regard 
as hong dose at hand, the Messiah must be totem 

some sense already present Therefore Jesus is both directly and 
indirectly spoken of as Messiah 

Thus the most important work in the department of Aramaic 
scholarship shows clearly the anti-eschatological tendency which 
charactensed it from the beginning The work of laetzmann, 
Meyer, Weflhausen, and Dalman, forms a distinct episode in the 
general resistance to eschatology That Aramaic scholarship 
should have taken up a hostile attitude towards the eschatological 
system of thought of Jesus lies in the nature of things The 
thoughts which it takes as its standard of comparison were only 
reduced to wnting long after the penod of Jesus, and, moreover, in 
a lifeless and distorted form, at a time when the apocalyptic temper 
no longer existed as the Irving counterpoise to the legal righteous- 
ness, and this legal righteousness had allowed only so much of 
Apocalyptic to survive as could be brought into direct connexion 
with it In fact, the distance between Jesus’ world of thought and 
this form of Judaism is as great as that which separates it from 
modem ideas Thus in Dalman modernising tendencies and 
Aramaic scholarship were able to combine in conducting a criticism 
of the eschatology in the teaching of Jesus in which the modem 
man thought the thoughts and the expert in Aramaic formulated 
and supported them, yet without being able in the end to make 
any impression upon the well-rounded whole formed by Jesus’ 
eschatological preaching of the Kingdom 

Whether Aramaic scholarship will contribute to the investigation 
of the life and teaching of Jesus along other lines and m a direct 
and positive fashion, only the future can show But certainly if 
theologians will give heed to the question-marks so acutely placed 
by Dalman, and recognise it as one of their first duties to test 
carefully whether a thought or a connexion of thought is linguistically 
or inherently Greek, and only Greek, in character, they will derive 
a notable advantage from what has already been done in the 
department of Aramaic study. 

But if the service rendered by Aramaic studies has been hitherto 
mainly indirect, no success whatever has attended, or seems likely 
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to attend, the attempt to apply Buddhist ideas to the explanation 
of the thoughts of Jesus It could only indeed appear to have 
some prospect of success if we could make up our muds to follow 
the example of the author of one of the most recent of fictitious 
lives of Christ in putting Jesus to school to the Buddhist priests, 
in which case the six years which Monsieur Nicolas Notowitsch 
allots to this purpose, would certainly be none too much for the 
completion of the course 1 If imagination boggles at this, there 
remains no possibility of showing that Buddhist ideas exercised 
any direct influence upon Jesus That Buddhism may have had 
some kind of influence upon Late Judaism and thus indirectly upon 
Jesus is not inherently impossible* if we are prepared to recognise 
Buddhistic influence on the Babylonian and Persian civilisations 
But it is unproved, unprovable, and unthinkable* that Jesus denved 
the suggestion of the new and creative ideas winch emerge in His 
teaching from Buddhism. The most that can be done in this 
direction is to point to certain analogies Por the parables of 
Jesus, Buddhist parallels were suggested by Renan and Havet* 
How little these analogies mean in the eyes of a cautious 
observer is evident from the attitude which Max Muller took up 
towards the question "That there are startling coincidences 
between Buddhism and Christianity,” he remarks in one passage,* 
“cannot be denied, and it must likewise be admitted that 
Buddhism existed at least four hundred years before Christianity. 
I go even further and say that I should be extremely grateful 
if anybody would point out to me the historical channels through 
which Buddhism had influenced early Christianity I have been 
looking for such channels all my life, but hitherto I have found 
none What I have found is that for some of the most startling 
coincidences there are historical antecedents on both sides, and 
if we once know these antecedents the coincidences become far 

less startling ” , 

A year before Max Muller formulated his impression in these 
terms, Rudolf Seydel * had endeavoured to explain the analogies 


l La Vie tnconnut it f/ms-Chrut , par Nicolas Notowitsch Pans. 1894. 

* See TOhehcr. Glachnureien Jem, 1 , xBSB. p 17a 
> Max MBUer. India, What emit teach vs t London, iSSs. p j »79 
1 Ru“olf S^ddProfeasor ,n the tinners nj ofLe.pnff,^ 

Jem in seine* VeshSUntssen tv Buddka-Sage ssssd 

RUeknchi auf andere Reltgtottshcue (The Gospel of J ^u s m its _rd rmit/nm* 
Buddha Legend and the Teaching of Buddha, with constant reference to other religious 

££% the same^author are Buddha vnd Chrutu, Deutsche BOchew. 

^J^^^dJ^enJtmnaekdenBvangeLsen ended Weunar. 

,B9 &» ^fnttu^on Van d«^ - W, W 

(London, *900). the 
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which had been noticed by supposing Christianity to have been 
influenced by Buddhism. He distinguishes thiee distinct classes 
of analogies 

i. Those of which the points of resemblance can without 
diffi culty be explained as due to the influence of similar sources 
and motives in the two cases. 

2 Those which show a so special and unexpected agreement 
that it appears artificial to explain it from the action of similar 
causes, and the dependence of one upon the other commends 
itself as the most natural explanation. 

3. Those in which there exists a reason for the occurrence of 
the idea only within the sphere of one of the two religions, or in 
which at least it can very much more easily be conceived as origin- 
ating within the one than within the other, so that the inexplicability 
of the phenomenon within the one domain gives ground for seeking 
its source within the other 

This last clg« demands a literary explanation of the analogy. 
Seydel therefore postulates, alongside of primitive forms of Matthew 
and Luke, a third source, “a poetic-apocalyptic Gospel of very early 
date which fitted its Christian material into the frame of a 
Buddhist type of Gospel, transforming, purifying, and ennobling 
the material taken from the foreign but related literature by a kind 
of rebirth inspired by the Christian Spirit” Matthew and Luke, 
especially Luke, follow this poetic Gospel up to the point where 
histone sources become more abundant, and the pnmitive form of 
Mark begins to dominate their narrative But even in later parts 
the influence of this poetical source, which as an independent 
document was subsequently lost, continued to make itself felt 

The strongest point of support for this hypothesis, if a mere 
conjecture can be desenbed as such, is found by Seydel in the 
introductory narratives in Luke. Now it is not inherently im- 
possible that Buddhist legends, which m one form or another were 
widely current in the East, may have contributed more or less to 
the formation of the mythical preliminary history. Who knows the 
laws of the formation of legend ? Who can follow the course of the 
wind which carries the seed over land and sea ? But m general it 
may be said that Seydel actually refutes the hypothesis which he is 
defending If the material whidi he brings forward is all that 
there is to suggest a relation between Buddhism and Christianity, 
we are justified in waiting until new discoveries are made in that 
quarter before asserting the necessity of a Buddhist primitive 
Gospel That will not prevent a succession of theosopbic Lives of 
Jesus from finding their account in Seydel’s classical work. Seydel 
indeed delivered himself into their hands, because be did not 

Chnst-Mjth is mere!) a form of the Kn$bna>M)th. The «hoic Oospd tradition 
u to be symbolically interpreted* 
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entirely avoid the rash assumption of theosupftic “ historical 
science” that Jewish eschatology can be equated with Buddhistic. 

Eduard von Hartmann, in the second edition of hts work, "The 
Christianity jf the New Testament," 1 roundly asserts that there 
can be no question of any relation of Jesus to Buddha, nor of any 
indebtedness either in His teaching or in the later moulding of the 
story of His life, but only of a parallel formation of myth 

1 Dot Chrutentum del Ntuen Testament i, 1905 
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n.Vnr Holtanann- Das Leben Jesu Tubingen, 190X 417 PP . 

Das Messiamthtsbewusstsein Jesu und seme neueste Bestreitnng Vortrag (Tne 
Messianic Consciousness of Jesus and the most recent dental of it A hectare } 
iaoa 36 pp (Against Wrede ) 

War Jesus Ekstatikex? (Was Jesus an ecstatic 1 ) Tubingen, T903 139 pp 

Paul Wilhelm Schmidt Die Geschichte Jesu. (The History of Jesus ) Freiburg, 

Die Geschidrte JsE. &lauterT*tohtoei Karten eon Prot K Forrer (Mn*) (The 
History of Jesus Preliminary Discussions. With three maps by Prof K Furrer 
of Zurich ) TiSbingen, 1904 414 pp 

Otto Schmiedel Die Haaptprobleme der Leben-Jesu-Fcrrachung (The main 
Problems in the Study of the Life of Jesu* ) Tubingen. 1903 7 * pp and 

ed , 1906 

Hermann Freiherr von Sedan, Die wichtigsten Fragen tm Leben Jon. (The 
roost important Questions about the Life of Jesus ) Vacation Lectures Berlin, 
X904, xxx pp 

Chute* PreneBen Hilligenlei Berlin, 1905 PP 46»-593 

(■•The Manuscript ” — ra which a Life of Jesus, written by one of the characters 
of the story, is given in full ) 


Otto Fflaiderer Das Urehnstentam, seine Schnften und Lehren m geschichtlichem 
Znsammcnhang beschneben (Primitive Christianity Its Dooimcnts and 
Doctrines in their Historical Context ) and ed. Berlin, 1903 vol 1 ,696 PP 
Die Enlstehung des Ur christen turns (How Primitive Christianity arose ; Munich, 


1905 ass PP 

Albert Kalthoff Das Chnstus-Problem Giundhnien sa emer Sonaltbeologie 
(The Christ-problem The Ground-plan of a Social Theology ) Leipxig, * 9 °* 
PP 

Ihe Entstehung des Chnstentums Neue Beitrhge turn Chnstus-Problem (How 
Christianity arose. New contributions to the Christ-problem ) Leipzig, X904 
>55 PP 

Eduard von Das Cbnstentusn des Neuen Testaments. (The 

Christianity of the New Testament ) and revised edition of "Letters on the 
Christian Religion “ Sachsa-in-the-llarz, 1905 Sir pp 


9 a donga Jeschutu Der Idasosche jOdische Mann Zerstorung des tochlichen, 
EnthtUlung des jQdisehen Jesus-Bildes Berlin, 1904 ira pp (Jeshna. The 
Classical Jewish Man In which the Jewish picture of Jesus is unveiled, and 
the ecclesiastical picture destrojed ) 


*93 
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Wolfgang Klrchbach IVas lehrte Jesus? Zwei Ureraugdien (What was the 
teaching of Jesus? Two Pnrnitne Gospels ) Berlin, 1897 948 pp and 

revised and greatly enlarged edition, zgoa, 339 pp 

Albert D al k Der lirgang des Lebens Jesu. In geschtchtlicher Auflassung 
dargestellt. (The Error of the Life of Jesus An Historical View ) 1st 
part, r 884, 395 pp , and part, 1885, 30a pp 

Paul de TUgla Jesus von Nazareth. German by A. Just. Leipzig, 1894 43s pp 

Ernest Boso La Vie isotinq je de Jdsus de Nazareth et les engines orientals dn 
chnstmmsme. (The secret Life of Jesus of Nazareth, and the Oriental Origins 
of Christianity ) Fans, 190a 


The ideal Life of Jesus of the dose of the nineteenth century 
is the Life which Heinrich Julius Holtzmann did not write — 
but which can be pieced together from his commentary on the 
Synoptic Gospels and his New Testament Theology 1 It is ideal 
because, for one thing, it is unwritten, and arises only in the 
idea of the reader by the aid of his own imagination, and, for 
another, because it is traced only in the most general outline. 
What Holtzmann gives us is a sketch of the public ministry, a 
critical examination of details, and a full account of the teaching 
of Jesus He provides, therefore, the plan and the prepared 
building material, so that any one can carry out the construction 
in his own way and on his own responsibility The cement and 
the mortar are not provided by Holtzmann; every one must 
decide for himself how he will combine the teaching and the life, 
and arrange the details within each 

We may recall the fact that Weisse, too, the other founder of 
the Marcan hypothesis, avoided writing a Life of Jesus, because 
the difficulty of fitting the details into the ground-plan appeared 
to him so great, not to say insuperable It is just this modesty 
which constitutes his greatness and Holtzmann’s Thus the 
Marcan hypothesis ends, as it had begun, with a certain historical 
scepticism 2 


1 Heinrich Julios Holtzmann, Handhammntar Dit Synoptticr JSt cd., 18B9 , 
3rd ed , 1901 Lehrhtei dcr mutalamatthehm Thtologu, 1896, vifl, 1 
3 * In the Catholic Church the study of the Life of Jesus has remmned dona 0 
the present day entirely free from scepticism The reason of 

tt has remained at a prc-Sirmssian standpoint, and does not 
unresened application of historical considerations either to the 
or to the Jobanmne question, and naturally therefore resigns the attempt 
account of and explain the great historical problems Q^bollc 

We may name the following Lire* of Jesus produced by German t-* 


Wrll Joh Nep Sepp, Das Leien lav Chruti Regensburg, 1843-1846 1 «tls • ” d 

- ftteSbh^e. Stckl Bbckrr *r Jt>u (The Life of Jesus a S« ) 


Freiburg, 1874-1875 r xaoo pp ,800-iQO? 6 to 1 s 

Toseob Grimm, DasLehenJesu Wfirzburg, ana co ,1890-1903 *8iPP 
iSd von Krahh, Am Ubcr und HM Kempten NDmberg, *P °4 481 PP 

W CaptUinCe Jesus von ffuz&teth Regensburg, * 9®5 * 9 ® PP, . * fl r tesui 

HowuS^arC the ha.aw.da. wM*** Cholic hft 

men when It aims at scientific treatment, fa Illustrated by Henu»»» 
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The subordinates, it is true, do not allow themselves to be 
disturbed by the change of attitude at head-quarters They keep 
busily at work That is their right, and therein consists their 
significance By keeping on trying to take the positions, and 
constantly failing, they furnish a practical proof that the plan 
of operations worked out by the general staff is not capable of 
bang earned out, and show why it is so, and what kind of new 
tactics will have to be evolved 

The credit of having wntten a life of Chnst which is strictly 
scientific, in its own way very remarkable* and yet foredoomed 
to failure* belongs to Oskar Holtzmann 1 He has complete 
confidence in the Marcan plan, and makes it his task to fit all 
the sayings of Jesus into this framework, to show “what can 
belong to each penod of the preaching of Jesus, and what cannot.” 
His method is to give free play to the magnetic power of the 
most important passages in the Marcan text, making other sayings 
of similar import detach themselves from their present connexion 
and come and group themselves round the mam passages 

Chrutus (Mainz, 1903 13a pp ) After reading the forty two questions with 

which he introduces his nairatue one might suppose that the author was well 
aware or the bearing of all the historical problems of the life of Jesus, and intended 
to supply an answer to them Instead of doing so, however, he adopts as the work 
proceeds mare and more the r6le of an apologist, not facing definitely either the 
miracle question or the Johnnninc question, but gliding over the difficulties by the aid 
of ingenious headings, so that in the end his book almost takes the form of an 
explanatory text to the eighty-nine illustrations which adorn the book and make 
it difficult to read 

In France, Renan's work gave the incentive to an extensive Catholic 11 Life-of- 
Jesus " literature We may name the following — 

Loins Veuillot, La Vie dt noire Seigneur Jims Cknst Pans, 1864. 509 pp 
German by IVaWeyer Kbln-Neuss, 1864 573 pp 

H Wallon, Vte it noire Seigneur Jisus-Chrut Pans, 1865 3 SS PP 

A work which met with a particularly favourable reception was that of Pire 
Didon, the Dominican, Jtna-Chnst , Pans, 1B9X, a vols , vol 1 483 pp , vol 11 
469 pp The German translation is dated 1895 

In the same year there appeared a new edition of the '• Bitter Sufferings of Our 
Lord Jesus Chnst” (see above, p 109 f ) by Katbanna Emmerich , the cheap 
popular edition of the translation of Renan's 1 * Life of Jesus”, and the eighth 
edition of Strauss's “ Life of Jesus for the German People." 

We may quote from the ecclesiastical Approbation printed at the beginning of 
Didon's Life of Jesus " If the author sometimes seems to speak the language of his 
opponents, it is at once evident that he has aimed at defeating them on their own 
ground, and he is particularly successful in doing so when he confronts their irreligious 
a pnon theories with the positive arguments of history " 

Aa a matter ot fact the work is skilfully wntten, but without a spark of under- 
standing of the historical questions 

All honour to Alfred Loisy I {Le Quatnhne Ovangile, Pans, 1903, 960 pp ), who 
takes a clear new on the Jdhannme question, and denies the existence of a Johanmne 
historical tradition But what that means for the Catholic camp may be recognised 
rrom the excitement produced by (he book and its express condemnation See also 
*“* “the tenter's LEveutgite el [JEghse (German translation, Munich, 1904, 189 pp }, 
in which Loisy here and there makes good historical points against Hamack s " What 
is Christianity?" 

Si 1 C>s '' w Holtzmann, Professor of Theology at Giessen, was bom in 1859 at 
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For example, the controversy with the scnbes at Jerusalem 
regarding the charge of doing miracles by the help of Satan 
(Mark in 22-30) belongs, according to Holtzmann, as regards 
content and chronology, to the same penod as the controversy, 
in Mark vn , about the ordinances of men which results m Jesus 
being “obliged to take to flight"; the woes pronounced upon 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, which now follow on the 
eulogy upon the Baptist (Matt xi. 21-23), and are accordingly 
represented as having been spoken at the time of the sending 
forth of the Twelve, are drawn by the same kind of magnetic 
force into the neighbourhood of Mark vn, and “express veiy 
dearly the attitude of Jesus at the time of His withdrawal from 
the scene of His earlier ministry ” The saying in Matt vn 6 
about not giving that which is holy to the dogs or casting 
pearls before swine, does not belong to the Sermon on the 
Mount, but to the time when Jesus, after Caesarea Philippi, 
forbids the disciples to reveal the secret of His Messiahship to 
the multitude, Jesus’ action in cursing the fig-tree so that it 
should henceforth bring no ftmt to its owner, who was perhaps 
a poor man, is to be brought into relation with the words 
spoken on the evening before^ with reference to the lavish 
expenditure involved in His anointing, “The poor ye have always 
with you,” the point being that Jesus now, “in the dear conscious- 
ness of His approaching death, feds His own worth," and dismisses 
« the contingency of even the poor having to lose something tor 
His sake " with the words “it does not matter." 1 

AD these transpositions and new connexions mean, it is clear, 
a great deal of internal and external violence to the text 

A further service rendered by this very thorough work of Oskar 
Holtzmann’s, is that of showing how much reading WW 6 
hoes is necessary m order to construct a Life of Jesus on 
of the Marcan hypothesis in its modern interpretation B ■ 
for instance, that the author must have acquired *e knowkdg^ 
that the controversy about the ordinances of purification in 

$£* ™ “:£5 

new religion”— m which case it is no wonder that many tmneu 

back from Mowing Jesus” ld and 

Where are we told that there was any question of an oioa 

a new “reltgion”? The disciples certainly did not 

in this way, as is shown by their conduct at the tune of H» 

> This suggestion reminds us mvoluntanly of the oW 
which are dTsffessed that Jesus should have inmrri the good F»pl« deJ 0 f 

of the Gestrenes by sacrificing their jejus, as eienot indeed 

“UTSS ‘ h “' ’ to " “* * P “' W 

shame in the great work of His We. 
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and the discourses of Peter in Acts Where do we read that the 
people turned away from Jesus? In Mark vn 17 and 24 all that 
is said is, that Jesus left the people, and in Mark vn 33 the same 
multitude is still assembled when Jesus returns from the “ banish- 
ment ” into which Holtzmann relegates Him 

Oskar Holtzmann declares that we cannot tell what was the 
size of the following which accompanied Jesus m His journey north- 
wards, and is inclined to assume that others besides the Twelve 
diared His exile. The Evangelists, however, say clearly that it was 
only the imOipul, that is, the Twelve, who were with Him The 
value which this special knowledge, independent of the text, has 
for the author, becomes evident a little farther on After Peter's 
confession Jesus calls the “ multitude " to Him (Mark viu 34) and 
speaks to them of His sufferings and of taking up the cross and 
following Him. This “multitude ” Holtzmann wants to make “the 
whole company of Jesus’ followers,” “to which belonged, not only 
the Twelve whom Jesus had formerly sent out to preach, but 
many others also " The knowledge drawn from outside the text 
is therefore required to solve a difficulty in the text 

But how did His companions in exile, the remnant of the 
previous multitude, themselves become a multitude, the same 
multitude as before? Would it not be better to admit that we 
do not know how, m a Gentile country, a multitude could suddenly 
rise out of the ground as it were, continue with Him until Mark 
**■ 30, and then disappear into the earth as suddenly as they 
mme, leaving Him to pursue His journey towards Galilee and 
Jerusalem alone? 


Another thing which Oskar Holtzmann knows is that it required 
a good deal of courage for Peter to hail Jesus as Messiah, since the 
exile wandering about with his Bmall following in a Gentile 
country answered “ so badly to the general picture which people 
had formed of the coming of the Messiah,” He knows too, that 
m the moment of Peter’s confession, “ Christianity was complete ” m 
the sense that “a community separate from Judaism and centring 
aDout a new ideal, then arose." This "community" frequently 
appears from this point onwards There is nothing about it in 
06 !ff ratlves > whlch know only the Twelve and the people 

°T ar Holtzmann’s knowledge even extends to dialogues which 
Ph.i™ re £ 0rted ™ * e Gospels After the incident at Caesarea 
!? e mmds of the disciples were, according to him, pre- 
2 ? ^ *« questions “How did Jesus know that He was 
e Messiah ? and "What will be the future fate of this Messiah?” 

^ q uestl0ns He spoke to them of His 
and doubtless m close connexion with that” He told 

the^n«»h 0t K° 4 H,S te ? lptatlon ’ dunn S w lnch He had laid down 
me hnes which He was determined to follow as Messiah 
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Of the transfiguration, Oskar Holtzmann can state with con* 
fidence, "that it merely represents the inner experience of the 
disciples at the moment of Peter’s confession ” How is it then 
that Mark expressly dates that scene, placing it (ix 2 ) six days 
after the discourse of Jesus about taking up the cross and following 
Him ? The fact is that the time-indications of the text are treated 


as non-existent whenever the Marcan hypothesis requires an order 
determined by inner connexion The statement of Luke that 
the transfiguration took place eight days after, is dismissed m the 
remark “ the motive of this indication of time is doubtless to be 
found in the use of the Gospel narratives for reading in public 
worship; the idea was that the section about the transfiguration 
should be read on the Sunday following that on which the con- 
fession of Peter formed the lesson ” Where did Oskar Holtzmann 


suddenly discover this information about the order of the “Sunday 
lessons ” at the time when Luke’s Gospel was written ? 

It was doubtless from the same private source of information 
that the author derived his knowledge regarding the gradual 
development of the thought of the Passion in the consciousness of 
Jesus “After the confession of Pefer at Caesarea Philippi, he 
explains, " Jesus’ death became for Him only the necessary point 
of transition to the glory beyond In the discourse of Jesus to 
which the request of Salome gave occasion, the death of Jesus 
already appears as the means of saving many from death, heojuse 
His death makes possible the coming of the Kingdom of God 
At the institution of the Supper, Jesus regards His immment 
death as the mentonous deed by which the blessings of the Hew 
Covenant the forgiveness of sins and victory over sin, are 
permanently secured to His ‘community.’ We see jesus ^- 
stantly becoming more and more at home with thejdea ot tiis 
death and constantly giving it a deeperintei£retauc>n 

Any one who is less skilled in reading the though of Jesus, 
and more simple and natural in his reading of the 
cannot fad to observe that Jesus speaks m * * 5 

death as an expiation, not as a means of saving oth e rs f rom d . 
and that at the Lord’s Supper there was™ £ 
" community,” but only to m admTt freely that we do 

? ££ 5 JX A». *3 32? 

time of the first prediction of the *mm*S*V***o 

and to be on our guard wu*** s ^'when it happens* 
that of exalting the argument from silence, wnen •vi- 
be useful, to the rank of P 0SI ^ e ^ a ^^ t tbat tbe application of 
Is there not a certain irony in the fact mat rf Jesus 

“natural" psychology to the pn^ information 

compels the assumption of supm-histoncai P 
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such as this ? Bahrdt and Ventunni hardly read more subjective 
interpretations into the text than many modern Lives of Jesus ; 
and the hypothesis of the secret society, which after all did 
recognise and do justice to the inexplicability from an external 
standpoint of the relation of events and of the conduct of Jesus, 
was in many respects more histoncal than the psychological links 
of connexion which our modernising historians discover without 
having any foundation for them in the text 

In the end this supplementary knowledge destroys the historicity 
of the simplest sections Oskar Holtzmann ventures to conjecture 
that the healing of the blind man at Jencho “is to be understood 
as a symbolical representation of the conversion of Zacchaeus,” 
which, of course, is found only in Luke Here then the defender 
of the Marcan hypothesis rejects the incident by w hich the Evangelist 
explains the enthusiasm of the entry into Jerusalem, not to mention 
that Luke tells us nothing whatever about a conversion of Zacchaeus, 
but only that Jesus was invited to his house and graciously accepted 
the invitation. 

It would be something if this almost Alexandrian symbolical 
exegesis contributed in some way to the removal of difficulties and 
to the solution of the mam question, that, namely, of the present 
or future Messiah, the present or future Kingdom Oskar Holtz- 
mann lays great stress upon the eschatological character of the 
preaching of Jesus regarding the Kingdom, and assumes that, at 
least at the beginning, it would not have been natural for His 
hearers to undc-stand that Jesus, the herald of the Messiah, was 
Himself the Messiah Nevertheless, he is of opinion that, in a 
certain senses the presence of Jesus implied the presence of the 
Kingdom, that Peter and the rest of the disciples* advancing 
beyond the ideas of the multitude, recognised Him as Messiah, 
that this recognition ought to have been possible for the people 
also, and, in that case, would have been "the strongest incentive 
to abandon evil ways," and “ that Jesus at the time of His entry 
into Jerusalem seems to have felt that in Isa Ixu, 1 1 1 there was 
a direct command not to withhold the knowledge of His Messiah- 
ship from the inhabitants of Jerusalem." 

But if Jesus made a Messianic entry He must thereafter have 
given Himself out as Messiah, and the whole controversy would 
necessarily have turned upon this claim This, however, was not 
the case. According to Holtzmann, all that the hearers could 
make out of that crucial question for the Messiahship in Mark 
*11 35-37 was only “that Jesus clearly showed from the Scriptures 
.!*at the Messiah was not in reality the son of David "* 

| Isaiah lift 11. •* Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy sahvtion cometh " 
"For Jesus Hinsdf," Oskar Hoi Umaan argues, “this disco\exy" — he means 
ihe antinomy which He had discovered in Psalm er —"disposed of a doubt which 
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ewdcncc that Jesus, even donng the lastsopum in jeSiT 
nos recognised as Messiah except by those who beWd to Ae 
inner circle of d.sc.plcs The repetition by fte cS2 S £ 

SSST^^ (Matt XX ‘ 15 and l6 > “ n ha «4 be 

TlT% d f much lr 5P ortance in this connexion" According 
to this, Jesus entered Jerusalem as Messiah, but except for thf 
disciples and a few children no one recognised His entry as having 
a Alessianic significance, But Mark states that many spread 
£ ™°" tS Up ? n the and others plucked down branches 
rom the trees and strewed them in the way, and that those that 
went before and those that followed after, cned “ Hosanna 1" The 
Marcan narrative must therefore be kept out of sight for the 
moment in order that the Life of Jesus as conceived by the 
modern Marcan hypothesis may not be endangered. 

We should not, however, regard the evidence of supernatural 
knowledge and the self-contradictions of this Lire of Jesus as 
a matter for censure, but rather as a proof of the merits of 
O M 0 It 7 .mn.nn s work 1 He has written the last large-scale Life 
of Jesus, the only one which the Marcan hypothesis has produced, 
and aims Rt providing a scientific basis for the assumptions which 
the general lines of that hypothesis compel him to make; and m 


lad always haunted bun If He had really known Himself to be descended from 
tne Davidic line, He would certainly not have publicly suggested a doubt u to the 
Da\idic descent of the Messnh M 

* Oskar Boltzmann's work, WarJtsus EksloUktrf (Tflbmgcn, 19013, 139 pp ) » 
in rcalitj a nett reading of the life of Jesus By emphasising the ecstatic dement 
he breaks with the "natural" conception of the life and teaching of Jesus, and. 
In so for, approaches the eschatological new But be gives a very wide significance 
to the term ecstatic, subsuming under rt, it might almost be said, all the eschatological 
thoughts and utterances of Jesus He explains, for instance, tint "the conviction 
of the approaching destruction of existing conditions u ecstatic.** At the same time, 
the only purpose served by the hypothesis of ecstasy is to enable the author to 
attribute to Jesus "The belief Urn m His own work the Kingdom of Cod was 
already beginning, and the promise of the Kingdom to individuals , this can only 
be considered ecstatic." The opposites which Bou&set brings together by the 
conception of paradox are united by Holumarm by means of die hypothesis of 
ecstasy That is, however, to play last and loose with the meaning of y ecstasy “ 
An ecstasy is, in the usual understanding of the word, on abnormal, transient 
condition of excitement m winch the subject's mutual capacity for thought and 
feeling, and therewith all impressions from without, arc suspended, being superseded 
by an intense mental excitation and activity Jesus may possibly have been in an 
ecstatic state at His baptism and at the transfiguration What O Holterasnn 
represents as a kind of permanent ecstatic state is rather an eschatological wed 
idea. With eschatology, ecstasy has no essential connexion It is possible to be 
cschntologicaHy minded without being an ecstatic, and vice verso, Philo attributes 
a great importance to ecstasy w his religious We, bat he was scarcely, if a* 
interested u eschatology 
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this process it becomes clearly apparent that the connexion of 
events can only be earned through at the decisive passages by 
violent treatment, or even by rejection of the Marcan text in the 
interests of the Marcan hypothesis 

These ments do not belong m the same measure to the other 
modern Lives of Jesus, which follow more or less the same lines 
They are short sketches, m some cases based on lectures, and 
their brevity makes them perhaps more lively and convincing than 
Holtzmann’s work , but they take for granted just what he felt it 
necessary to prove P. W. Schmidt’s 1 Gtschtchit Jtsu (1899), 
which as a work of literary art has few rivals among theological 
works of remit years, confines itself to pure narrative The 
volume of prolegomena which appeared in 1904, and is intended 
to exhibit the foundations of the narrative, treats of the sources, of 
the Kingdom of God, of the Son of Man, and of the Law It 
makes the most of the weakening of the eschatological standpoint 
which is manifested m the second edition of Johannes Weiss’s 
" Preaching of Jesus,” but it does not give sufficient prominence to 
the difficulties of reconstructing the public ministry of Jesus 

Neither Otto SchmiedeTs " The Pnncipal Problems of the Study 
of the Life of Jesus,” nor von Soden's “Vacation Lectures" on “The 
Pnncipal Questions in the Life of Jesus” fulfils the promise of its 
title s They both aim rather at solving new problems proposed by 
themselves than at restating the old ones and adding new They 
hope to meet the views of Johannes Weiss by strongly emphasising 
the eschatology, and think they can escape the critical scepticism 
of wnters like Volkmar and Brand by assuming an “Dr-Markus" 
Their view is, therefore, that with a few modifications dictated by 
the eschatological and sceptical school, the traditional conception 
of the Life of Jesus is still tenable, whereas it is just the a pnon 
presuppositions of this conception, hitherto held to be self-evident 
which constitute the main problems 


* P W Schmidt, now Professor in Basle, was born in Berlin in 
Otto Scfcimedcl, Professor at the Gymnasium at Eisenach, Da Haufitfnikme 
atr L*itn-Jau~Forxhung TQbrogen, 190a 71 pp Scbmiedel was bom in xSeS 

von Soden, Da vnchhgsten Fragtn Lein Jen Von 
Sodm. Professor in Berlin, and preacher at the Jerusalem Kircbe, was bom in i8cs 
We may men Uon also the following worlds — 

Fntt Barth (bora 1856, Professor at Bern), Dit HaupIfnlUme da Leiens Jau 

IS! CO % I899 » €Q | X903 

Fncdnch Nippold's Der Entmtctturgsgaxg da Leiaa Jem tm Worllaut dtr dra 
mtm Etangehcn (The Course or the Life of Jesus in the Words of the First Three 

“ 11*1 * “ onIjr “ arrangement of the sections 
Konrad Furrer s ForirSge via- das Leien Jau Cknstt (Lectures on the Life of 

chan ? 1 ^ reason of author’s knowledge of the 
country and the locality Furrer, who was bora in 1838, is Professor at Zurich 

■ n0t h? S,r E° t,cn “ *• Orta's Leien und mllUn Jau 

from the Point of Wre 
GO!t, ° ff ' a ' 1903 - Otto, bom in 1869, 
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"It is self-evident,” says von Sodcn in one passage* "in view of 
jc inner connexion in which the Kingdom of God and the Messiah 
stood in the thoughts of the people . . . that in all classes the 
question must have been discussed, so that Jesus could not 
permanently have avoided their question, 'What of the Messiah? 
Art thou not He?"’ Where, in the Synoptic^ is there a word 
to show that this is ‘'self-evident”? When the disciples in 
Mark vni. tell Jesus 11 whom men held Him to be*” none of them 
suggests that any one had been tempted to regard Him as the 
Messiah. And that was shortly before Jesus set out for Jerusalem 
From the day when the envoys of the Scnbes from Jerusalem 
first appeared in the north, the easily influenced Gablaean multi- 
tude began, according to von Sodcn, " to waver ” How does he 
know that the Galilaeans were easily influenced? How does he 
know they " wavered ” ? The Gospels tell us neither one nor the 
other The demand for a sign was, to quote von Soden again, a 
demand for a proof of His Messiahship “ Yet another indication,” 

adds the author, “ that later Christianity, in putting so high a value 
on the miracles of Jesus as a proof of His Messiahship, departed 
widely from the thoughts of Jesus " 

Before levelling reproaches of this kind against later Christianity, 
it would be well to point to some passage of Mark or Matthew in 
which there is mention of a demand for a sign as a proof of His 


Messiahship , 

When the appearance of Jesus in the south— we are stall 
following von Soden— aroused the Messianic expectations of the 
people, as they had formerly been aroused in His nabvc country, 
“they once more failed to understand the correction of them 
which Jesus had made by the manner of His entry and His 
conduct in Jerusalem” They are unable to understand this 
"transvaluation of values,” and as often ns the impression made 
by His personality suggested the thought that He was the Messiah, 
they became doubtful again Wherein consisted 1 the * correct^ of 
rhe Messianic expectation given at the triumphal entry? Was 
£t He rode Tpon an ass 8 ? Would ,t not be »**-£-*; 
historical theology, instead of always making lhe people grow 

-peclto toWjrf "£“»> 

Jesus He knows tnat w w / Qf thlg Messianic 

sszzrss » 5&^ssrr*. ,, .3 
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ness of Jesus is, he thinks, to be found in the fact that for Him 
this Kingdom of God was only a 11 limiting conception "—the 
ultimate goal of a gradual process of approximation, “To the 
question whether it was to be realised here or in the beyond Jesus 
would have answered, as He answered a similar question, ‘That, 
no man knoweth, no, not the Son ’ ” 

As if He had not answered that question in the petition “Thy 
Kingdom come ’’—supposing that such a question could ever have 
occurred to a contemporary— in the sense that the Kingdom was to 
pass from the beyond mto the present 1 

This modern historical theology will not allow Jesus to have 
formed a “theory” to explain His thoughts about His passion 
“For Him the certainty was amply sufficient , • My death will effect 
what My life has not been able to accomplish ’ " 

Is there then no theory implied m the saying about the “ ransom 
for many,” and m that about “My blood which is shed for many 
for the forgiveness of sins,” although Jesus does not explain it? 
How does von Soden know what was “ amply sufficient ” for Jesus 
or what was not? 

Otto Schmiedel goes so far as to deny that Jesus gave distinct 
expression to an expectation of suffering, the most He can have 
done— and this is only a “perhaps"— is to have hinted at it in His 
discourses 

In strong contrast with this confidence in committing them- 
selves to histoncal conjectures stands the scepticism with which 
von Soden and Schmiedel approach the Gospels “It is at once 
evident," says Schmiedel, “that die great groups of discourses in 
Matthew, such as the Sermon on the Mount, the Seven Parables 
of the Kingdom, and so forth, were not arranged m this order in 
the source (the Login), stiU less by Jesus Himself The order is, 
doubtless, due to the Evangelist But what is the answer to the 
question, “On what grounds is this 'at once' clear?’’ 1 

Von Soden's pronouncement is even more radical “In the 
composition of the discourses," he says, “no regard is paid in 
Matthew, any more than in John, to the supposed audience, or to 
the point of time in the life of Jesus to which they are attributed " 
As early as the Sermon on the Mount we find references to perse- 
cutions, and warnings against false prophets Similarly, m the 
charge to the Twelve, there are also warnings, which undoubtedly 


n , sl " “ " lhe Heidelberg Professor Paolos “ 

i , PwaairnSr ; ercept Oat Ins worts, of 1804 ond sSsS.are lea 
gnagwa t. but only the more dull for tint In rwlity the dostic Life of Jesus bv 
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belong to a later time Intimate sayings, evidently intended for 
the inner circle of disciples, have the widest publicity given to them 

But why should whatever is incomprehensible to us be un- 
histoncal? Would it not be better simply to admit that we do 
not understand certain connexions of ideas and turns of expression 
m the discourses of Jesus ? 

But instead even of making an analytical examination of the 
apparent connexions, and stating them as problems, the discourses 
of Jesus and the sections of the Gospels are tricked out with 
ingenious headings which have nothing to do with them Thus, 
for instance, von Soden heads the Beatitudes (Matt v 3-12), 
"What Jesus brings to men,” the following verses (Matt v. 13-16), 
“ What He makes of men " P W. Schmidt, in his “ History of 


Jesus," shows himself a past master in this art “The rights of 
the wife ” is the title of the dialogue about divorce, as if the question 
at stake had been for Jesus the equality of the sexes, and not 
simply and solely the sanctity of mamage "Sunshine for the 
children” is his heading for the scene where Jesus takes the 
children in His arms — as if the purpose of Jesus had been to 
protest against seventy in the upbringing of children Again, he 
brings together the stones of the man who must first bury his 
father, of the nch young man, of the dispute about precedence, of 
Zacchaeus, and others which have equally little connexion undei 
the heading " Discipline for Jesus' followers ” These often brilliant 
creations of artificial connexions of thought give a curious attractive- 
ness to the works of Schmidt and von Soden The latter’s 
survey of the Gospels is a really delightful performance But this 
v,nH of thing is not consistent with pure objective history 

Disposing in this lofty fashion of the connexion of events, 
Schmiedel and von Soden do not find it difficult to distinguish 
between Mark and «Ur-Markus ”, that is, to retain just so much of 
the Gospel as will fit in to their construction Schmiedel feels sure 
that Mark was a skilful writer, and that the redactor was “ a Christian 
of Pauline sympathies" According to "Ur-Markus, towhich 
Mark iv 33 belongs, the Lord speaks in parables in order that die 
people may understand Him the better , » it was only 1 * the redactor 
thatthe Pauline theory about hardening then hearts (Rom ■ «-* ) 
was interpolated, in Mark iv 10 ff, and the meaning of Mark iv 33 

was thus ^ instea d of merely asserting Paulme influ- 

ences m Mirk some proof of the assertion should be given What 
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romantically told story of the death of the Baptist (Mark vi 17-39), 
the story of the feeding of the multitudes in the desert, of Jesus’ 
walking on the water, and of the transfiguration upon an high 
mountain, and the healing of the lunatic boy — all these are dashed 
>n with a broad brash, and offer many analogies to Old Testament 
stones, and some suggestions of Pauline conceptions, and reflections 
of experiences of individual believers and of the Christian com- 
munity “All these passages were, doubtless, first written down by 
the compiler of our Gospel.” 

But how can Schmiedel and von Soden fail to see that they 
are heading straight for Bruno Bauer’s position? They assert 
that there is no distraction of principle between the way m which 
the Johannrae and the Synoptic discourses are composed, the 
recognition of this was Bruno Bauer’s starting-point. They propose 
to find experiences of the Christian community and Pauline teach- 
ing reflected m the Gospel of Mark] Bruno Bauer asserted the 
same. The only difference is that he was consistent, and extended 
his criticism to those portions of the Gospel which do not present 
the stumbling-block of the supernatural Why should these not 
also contain the theology and the experiences of the community 
transformed into history? Is it only because they remain within 
the limits of the natural? 

The real difficulty consists in die fact that all the passages which 
von Soden ascribes to the redactor stand, in spite of their mythical 
colouring, in a closely-knit historical connexion; in fact, the 
historical connexion is nowhere so close. How can any one cut 
out the feeding of the multitudes and the transfiguration as narra- 
tives of secondary origin without destroying the whole of the 
historical fabnc of the Gospel of Mark ? Or was it the redactor 
who created the plan of the Gospel of Mark, as von Soden seems 
to imply? 1 

1 Von Soden gives on pp 24 ff the passages of Marl, which he supposes to be 
denied from the Petnne tradition in a different order from that in which thej occur 
in Mark, regrouping them freely He puts together, for instance, Mark 1 16-20, 
m r3-*9. vi 7-16, vui. »7-ix. 1, ix 33-40. under the title "The formation and 
training of the band of disciples " He supposes Marie, the pupil of Peter, to have 
grouped in this way b> n kind of association of ideas "what he had heard Peter 
relate in his missionary journejs, when writing it down after Peter s death, not con- 
nectedly, but gnmg os much as be could remember of it ” , this would he in accord- 
ance with the statement of Papias that Mark wrote "not in order" Fapiass 
statement, therefor, refers to an " Ur-Markus," which he found lacking in historical 
order 

But what are we to make of a representable of the early Church thus approaching 
the Gospels with the demand for historical arrangement? And good, simolc old 
Pipias, or all people 1 

But if the Marcan plan was not laid down in " Ur-Markus," there is nothing for 
it since the plan was certainly not giTen m the collection of Logia— but to ascribe 
'j 10 the author of our Gospel of Mark, to the man, that is, who wrote down for the 
Bot time these "Pauline conceptions.” those reflections of experiences of mduidual 
believers and of the community, and inserted them into the Gospel. It is proposed, 

SO 
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But in that case how can a modern Life of Jesus be founded 
on the Marcan plan ? How much of Mark is, in the end, histoncal? 
Why should not Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi have been 
derived from the theology of the primitive Church, just as well as 
the transfiguration? The only difference is that the incident at 
Caesarea Philippi is more within the limits of the possible, whereas 
the scene upon the mountain has a supernatural cr'ounng But is 
the incident at Philippi so entirely natural ? Whence does Peter 
know that Jesus is the Messiah ? 

this semi-sccptiasm is therefore quite unjustifiable^ since in 
Mark natural and supernatural both stand in an equally good 
and dose histoncal connexion Either, then, one roust be com- 
pletely sceptical like Bruno Bauer, and challenge without exception 
all the facts and connexions of events asserted by Mark, or, if one 
means to found an histoncal Life of Jesus upon Mark, one must take 
the Gospd as a whole because of the plan which runs nght through 
it, accepting it as histoncal and then endeavounng to explain why 
certain narratives, like the feeding of the multitude and the trans- 
figuration, are bathed in a supernatural light, and what is the 
historical basis which underlies them A division between the 
natural and supernatural in Mark is purely arbitrary, because the 
supernatural is an essential part of the histoiy The mere fact that 
he has not adopted the mythical matenal of the childhood stones 
and the post-resurrection scenes ought to have been accepted as 
evidence that the supernatural matenal which he does embody 
belongs to a category of its own and cannot be simply rejected 
as due to the invention of the primitive Christian community It 
must belong in some way to the onginal tradition. 

Oskar Holtzmann realises that to a certain extent According 
to him Mark is a writer “who embodied the matenals which he 
received from the tradition more faithfully than discriminatingly 
"That which was related as a symbol of inner events, he takes 
as history — m the case, for example^ of the temptation, the walking 
on the sea, the transfiguration of Jesus” “Again in other cases 
he has made a remarkable occurrence into a supernatural miracle, 


then, lo renin the outline which he has pirn or the hfc of Jesus, andr qtclatlhc 
same time what he relates That is to say, he u to be belies cd where Ufa convenient 
to belies c him. and silenced where it is inconvenient, ho morcwmpleierefutat.Qn 
of the Marcan hypothesis could possibly be given than Ihis anal)Sisfo - i 
US very foundation, the confident acceptance ofthe h f l °“ clt 4 £ u . t be 

If there is to be an analysis of sources in Marl, then the « * 

ascribed to •’ Ur-Marhus, ' otherwise the analysis rcnders Ihe Marl n hjp° 

_ii,7 lf „ Ur-Marltus ” is to be reconstructed on r e las s M 

figuration, are among the ma '" . ™£s£^th» d lemma what rt 
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THE GERMANIC JESUS 


as in the case of the feeding of the multitude, where Jesus' 
courageous love and ready organising skill overcame a momentary 
difficulty, whereas the Evangelist represents it as an amazing 
miracle of Divine omnipotence.” 

Oskar Holtzmann is thus more cautious than von Soden. He is 
inclined to see in the material which he wishes to exclude from the 
history, not so much inventions of the Church as mistaken shaping 
of history by Mark, and m this way he gets back to genuine old- 
fashioned rationalism In the feeding of the multitude Jesus 
showed "the confidence of a courageous housewife who knows 
how to provide skilfully for a great crowd of children from small 
resources ” Perhaps in a future work Oskar Holtzmann will be 
less reserved, not for the sake of theology, but of national well- 
being, aod will inform his contemporaries what kind of domestic 
economy it was which made it possible for the Lord to satisfy with 
five loaves and two fishes several thousand hungry men 

Modem historical theology, therefore, with its three-quarters 
scepticism, is left at last with only a tom and tattered Gospel of 
Mark in its hands One would naturally suppose that these pre- 
liminary operations upon the source would lead to the production 
of a Life of Jesus of a similarly fragmentary character. Nothing 
of the kind. The outline is still the same as in Schenkel’s day, 
and the confidence with which the construction is carried out is 
not less complete. Only the catch-words with which the narrative 
is enlivened have been changed, being now taken in part from 
Nietzsche The liberal Jesus has given place to the Germanic 
Jesus This is a figure which has as little to do with the Marcan 
hypothesis as the “ liberal ” Jesus had which preceded it ; otherwise 
it could not so easily have survived the downfall of die Gospel 
of Mark as an historical source. It is evident, therefore^ that this 
professedly historical Jesus is not a purely historical figure, but 
one which has been artificially transplanted into history. As 
formerly rn Renan the romantic spirit created the personality of 
Jesus in its own images so at the present day the Germanic spirit 
is making a Jesus after its own likeness What is admitted as 
historic is just what the Spirit of the time can take out of the records 
in order to assimilate it to itself and bring out of it a living form 
Frenssen betrays the secret of his teachers when in HtlUgtnlti 
he confidently superscribes the narrative drawn from the “latest 
critical investigations” with the title “The Life of the Saviour 
portrayed according to German research as the basis for a spiritual 
rc-mrth of the German nation 


« i nsUnre ' Scroaoises Jem* when be writes, "and this nature 

is sound to the core. In spue ot its inwardness there is no trace of an eaamjerated 
sentitnentaht) in spite of all the intensity or prajer there is nothing ofaruasr or 
msioh No vpocalj pae dream pictures find a todgvng-phce m His soli." ^ 
is a man who teaches a world reoouncmg cthie which sometimes soars to the 
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As a matter of fact the Life of Jesus of the “ Manuscript " 1 is 
unsatisfactory both scientifically and artistically, just because it aims 
at being at once scientific and artistic If only Frenssen, with 
his strongly life-accepting instinct^ which gives to his thinkings 
at least in his earliest writings where he reveals himself without 
artificiality, sucl; a wonderful simplicity and forces had dared to 
read his Jesus boldly from the original records, without following 
modem historical theology in all its meandenngs 1 He would have 
been able to force his way through the underwood well enough 
if only he had been content to break the branches that got m his 
way, instead of always waiting until some one went m front to 
disentwine them for him The dependence to which he sur- 
renders himself is really distressing In reading almost eveiy 
paragraph one can tell whether Kai Jans was looking, as he 
-wrote it, into Oskar Holtzmann or P W Schmidt or von Soden 
Frenssen resigns the dramatic scene of the healing of the blind 
man at Jencho Why? Because at this point he was listening 
to TTnifgmnnn, who proposes to regard the healing of the blind 
man as only a symbolical representation of the “conversion of 
Zacchaeus ” Frenssen’s masters have robbed him of all creative 
spontaneity He does not permit himself to discover motifs for 
himself, but confines himself to working over and treating m cruder 
colours those which he finds in his teachers 

And since he cannot veil his assumptions in the cautious, care- 
fully modulated language of the theologians, the faults of the 
modern treatment of the life of Jesus appear in him exaggerated 
an hundredfold The violent dislocation of narratives from their 
connexion, and the forcing upon them of a modem interpretation, 
becomes a mama with the writer and a torture to the reader 
The range of knowledge not drawn from the text is infinitely 
increased Kai Jans sees Jesus after the temptation cowmmg 
beneath the brow of the hill “a poor lonely man, tombyfearful 
doubts, a man in the deepest distress ■ He knows too that there 
was often great danger that Jesus would ■ betray the Fathw m 
heaven* and go back to His village to take up His handicraft 
again, but now as a man with a tom and distracted soul and 
conscience tortured by the gnawings of remorse. 

The pupil is not content, as his teachers had been, merely 
to make the people sometimes believe in Jesus and sometimes doubt 

seems to hase been in an *“*■’*>’]'. ^ hlJ _ ou( o{ {he texts, but his aided 

,on,Seofbi o£. and dnt **■»*«■ £ “ f'o'fThTcbimc.eri of the 

. ,e the MS Life ? r « of «h« character pre[m« 

Sr^forAe e w”n B ' B ofV Ltfc ts .irM-*»o. al«»» acceptably orked 
out — Translator. 
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Wim • he makes the enthusiastic earthly Messianic belief of the 
people “ tug and tear ” at Jesus Himself Sometimes one is tempted 
to ask whether the author in his zeal "to use conscientiously 
the results of the whole range of scientific criticism ” has not for- 
gotten the main thing, the study of the Gospels themselves 

And is all this science supposed to be new ? 1 Is this picture 
of Jesus really the outcome of the latest criticism ? Has it not 
been in existence since the beginning of the 'forties, since Weisse’s 
criticism of the Gospel history ? Is it not in principle the same 
as Renan’s, only that Germanic lapses of taste here take the place 
of Gallic, and " German art for German people;,” a here quite out 
of place, has done its best to remove from the picture every trace 
of fiddity? 

Kai Jans’ "Manuscript" represents the limit of the process of 
diminishing the personality of Jesus Weisse left Him still some 
greatness, something unexplained, and did not venture to apply to 
everything the petty standards of inquisitive modem psychology. In 
the ’sixties psychology became more confident and Jesus smaller 
at the close of the century the confidence of psychology is at its 
greatest and the figure of Jesus at its smallest — so small, that 
Frenssen ventures to let His life be projected and written by one 
who is m the midst of a love affair ' 

This human life of Jesus is to he “ heart-staring ” from beginning 
to end, and “ in no respect to go beyond human standards ” I And 
this Jesus who “racks His brains and shapes His plans” is to 
contribute to bring about a re-birth of the German people. How 
could He? He is Himself only a phantom created by the 
Germanic mind in pursuit of a religious will-o’-the-wisp. 

It is possible, however, to do injustice to Frenssen’s presentation, 
and to the whole of the confident, unconsciously modernising 
criticism of which he here acts as the mouthpiece. These writers 
have the great merit of having brought certain cultured circles 
nearer to Jesus and made them more sympathetic towards Him 
Their fault hes m their confidence, which has blinded them to what 
Jesus is and is not, what He can and cannot do, so that m the 
end they fail to understand " the signs of the times ” either as 
historians or as men of the present 

1 Frenssen s Km Jans professes to have used Ihe •• results ol the whole range 
of critical investigation" in writing his work. Among the books which he enumerates 
and recommends in the after-word, we miss the works of Strauss, Weisse. Keim, 
Volkmar, and Brandt, and, generally speaking, the names of those who in the 
past have done something really great and original Of the modems, Johannes Weiss 
is lacking Wrede is mentioned, but is virtually ignored Pflcidcrer’s remarkable 
and profound presentation of Jesus in the Urchnitertum (E.T Primitive 
Christianity," vol u , 1909) is non- existent so far as be is concerned 

* the ideal that every production of German art should he racy 

of the soil. It has its retain e justification ns a protest against the long subservience 
of some departments of German art to French taste.— Translator 
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If me Jesus who owes His birth to the Mire-in h-pe'h'-h 
and modern psjcholog) were capible of regenerating the \ u-Jt! 
He would hue done u long ago, for He is nciih sixty icir oM 
and his latest portraits are much less life-1, kc thin those dr .in l> 
Wcissc, Schonkel, and Renan, or by Keim, the mo<t b.-ll'in: 
painter of them all 

For the lost ten years modem historical theology has more ami 
more adipted itself to the needs of the min m the street. Me-e 
and more, even in the best class of works, it makes use of utr’Une 
head-lines as a meins of presenting its results in i huh firm to 
the masses. Intoxicated with us own ingenuity tn interning thc'e, 
it becomes more and more confident in its cause, and has come te 
belies c that the world's salvation depends in no small measure rpm 
the spreading of its own “ assured results ” broid cast among the 
people It is time that it should begin to doubt it'df, to no*ib* its 
"historical” Jesus, to doubt the confidence with which it h’s 
looked to its own construction for the moral and rchmous re 
generation of our time. Its Jesus is not alive, however Gcrmii'.c 
they may make Him 
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for the question, “Tell us Thy name in our speech and for our 
day I " But He does bless those who have wrestled with Him, so 
that, though they cannot take Him with them, yet, like men who 
have seen God face to face and received strength in their souls, 
they go on their way with renewed courage, ready to do battle with 
the world and its powers. 

But the histone Jesus and the Germanic spirit cannot be 
brought together except by an act of histone violence which in 
the end injures both religion and history A time will come when 
our theology, with its pnde in its histoncal character, will get nd of 
its rationalistic bias. This bias leads it to project lack into 
history what belongs to our own time, the eager struggle of the 
modem religious spirit with the Spint of Jesus, and seek in history 
justification and authonty for its beginning The consequence is 
that it creates the histoncal Jesus in its own image, so that it is not 
the modem spint influenced by the Spirit of Jesus, but the Jesus 
of Nazareth constructed by modem histoncal theology, that is set 
to work upon our race. 

Therefore both the theology and its picture of Jesus are poor 
and weak Its Jesus, because He has been measured by the petty 
standard of the modem man, at variance with himself) not to say 
of the modem candidate in theology who has made shipwreck, 
the theologians themselves, because instead of seeking, for them- 
selves and others, how they may best bring the Spint of Jesus m 
living power into our world, they keep continually foigrng new 
portraits of the histoncal Jesus, and think they have accomplished 
something great when they have drawn an Oh' of astonishment 
from the multitude, such as the crowds of a great city emit on 
catching sight of a new advertisement in coloured lights 

Any one who, admiring the force and authonty of genuine 
rationalism, has got nd of the naive self-satisfaction of modem 
theology, which is m essence only the degenerate offspring of 
rationalism with a tincture of history, rejoices in the feebleness 
and smallness of its professedly histoncal Jesus, rejoices m all those 
who are beginning to doubt the truth of this portrait, rejoices in 
the over-seventy with which it is attacked, rejoices to take a share 
m its destruction 

Those who ha\e begun to doubt are many, but most of them 
only make known their doubts by their silence. There is one, 
howcicr, who has spoken out, and one of the greatest — Otto 
Pfieiderer 1 

In the first edition of his Urchnsfentum, published in 1887, he 
still shared the current conceptions and constructions, except that 
he held the credibility of Mark to be more affected than was 

* Bom m 1839 >1 Stettin. Studied at TObingcn, was appointed Professor » 
S870 at Jena and in 187s '“•< Berlin (Died 1908 ) 
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usually supposed by hypothetical Pauline influences In the 
second edition 1 his positive knowledge has been ground down in 
the struggle with the sceptics — it is Brandt who has especially 
affected him — and with the partisans of eschatology This is the 
first advance-guard action of modem theology coming into touch 
with the troops of Reimarus and Bruno Bauer 

Ffleiderer accepts the purely eschatological conception of the 
Kingdom of God and holds also that the ethics of Jesus were 
wholly conditioned by eschatology But in regard to the question 
of the Messiahship of Jesus he takes his stand with the sceptics 
He rejects the hypothesis of a Messiah who, as being a “spiritual 
Messiah,” conceals His claim, but on the other hand, he cannot 
accept the eschatological Son-of-Man Messiahship having reference 
to the future, which the eschatological school finds m the utterances 
of Jesus, since it implies prophecies of His suffering, death, and 
resurrection which criticism cannot admit “Instead of finding the 
explanation of how the Messianic title arose in the reflections of 
Jesus about the death which lay before Him," he is inclined to 
find it “rather in the reflection of the Christian community upon 
the catastrophic death and exaltation of its Lord after this had 


actually taken place ” 

Even the Marcan narrative is not history The scepticism in 
regard to the main source* with which writers bke Oskar Holtz- 
mann, Schmiedel, and von Soden conduct a kind of intellectual 
flirtation, is here erected into a principle "It must be recognised, 
says Pfleiderer, “that in respect of the recasting of the history 
under theological influences, the whole of our Gospels stand m 
principle on the same footing The distinction between Mark, 
the other two Synoptists, and John is only relative— a distinction 
of degree corresponding to different stages of theological reflection 
and the development of the ecclesiastical consciousness it omy 
Bruno Bauer could have lived to see this triumph of his opunonsl 

Pfleiderer, however, is conscious that scepticism, too, has its 
difficulties He wishes, indeed, to reject the confession of Jesus 
before the Sanhednn " because its historicity is not well established 
/none of the disciples were present to hear it, and the apocalypt 
prophecy which is added, Mark xiv 62, is certainly denved from 
the ideas of the primitive Church)”, on the other hand, he s 
inclined to admit as possibilities-tbough marking tbem ^A s 
note of interrogation— that Jesus may have accepted the homag 
of the Passover pilgrims, and that the controversy with the Sen 
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about the Son of David had some kind of reference to Jesus 
Himself 

On the other hand, he takes it for granted that Jesus did not 
prophesy His death, on the ground that the arrest, trial, and 
betrayal must have lain outside all possibility of calculation even 
for Him All these, he thinks, came upon Jesus quite unexpectedly. 
The only thing that He might have apprehended ■was “ an attack 
by hired assassins," and it is to this that He refers in the saying 
about the two swords m Luke xxn 36 and 38, seeing that two 
swords would have sufficed as a protection against such an attack 
as that, though hardly for anything further. When, however, he 
remarks in this connexion that “this has been constantly overlooked” 
in the romances dealing with the Life of Jesus, he does injustice 
to Bahrdt and Ventunni, since according to them the chief concern 
of the secret society in the later period of the life of Jesus 
was to protect Jesus from the assassination with which He was 
menaced, and to secure His formal arrest and trial by the 
Sanhedrin. Their view of the historical situation is therefore 
identical with Pfleiderer’s, viz. that assassination was possible, 
but that administrative action was unexpected and is inexplicable 

But how is this Jesus to be connected with pnmitive Christianity? 
How did the pnmitive Church’s belief in the Messiahship of Jesus 
arise ? To that question Pfleiderer can give no other answer than 
that of Volkmar and Brandt, that is to say, none He labonously 
bnngs together wood, straw, and stubble, but where he gets the 
fire from to kindle the whole into the ardent faith of pnmitive 
Christianity he is unable to make dear. 

According to Albert Kalthoff, 1 the fire lighted itself— Chris- 
tianity arose — by spontaneous combustion, when the inflammable 
material, religious and social, which had collected together in the 
Roman Empire, came m contact with the Jewish Messianic 
expectations Jesus of Nazareth never existed ; and even suppos- 
ing He had been one of the numerous Jewish Messiahs who were 
put to death by crucifixion, He certainly did not found Christianity 
The story of Jesus which lies before us in the Gospels is in reality 
only the story of the way in which the picture of Chnst arose, that 
is to say, the story of the growth of the Christian community 
There is therefore no problem of the Life of Jesus, but only a 
problem of the Christ. 

1 Albert Kalthoff, Das Chnstusprellm Gnmdluuen su etntr Sossalthnhpe 
(The Problem of the Chnst Ground-plan of a Social Theologj ) Leipzig, ,902 
87 PP 

Dte Er/sfePanf its Cftritferf A ’tut BatrSgc sum Chnstusprotlcm (How 

Clmstianit) arose) Leipzig, 1904. 155 pp 

Albert Kalthoff was born in z8jo at Barmen, and is engaged in naslotal work 
In Bremen 
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Kalthoff has not indeed always been so negative. When m 
the year 1880 he gave a senes of lectures on the Life of Jesus he 
felt himself justified “m taking as his basis without further argument 
the generally accepted results of modern theology " Afterwards he 
became so completely doubtful about the Christ after the flesh 
whom he had at that time depicted before his hearers that he 
wished to exclude Him even from the register of theological 
literature, and omitted to enter these lectures m the list of his 
writings, although they had appeared in pnnt 1 

His quarrel with the historical Jesus of modem theology was 
that he could find no connecting link between the Life of Jesus 
constructed by the latter and pnmitive Chnstianity Modem 
theology, he remarks in one passage, with great justice, finds itself 
obliged to assume* at the point where the history of the Church 
begins* “an immediate declension from and falsification of, a pure 
original principle,” and that in so doing “it is deserting the 
recognised methods of historical science” If then we cannot 
trace the path from its beginning onwards, we had better try to 
work backwards, endeavouring first to define in the theology of 
the primitive Church the values which we shall look to find again 


in the Life of Jesus 

In that he is nght Modem historical theology will not have 
refuted him until it has explained how Chnstianity arose out of 
the life of Jesus without calling in that theory of an initial “Fall 
of which Harnack, Wernle, and all the rest make use Until this 
modem theology has made it in some measure intelligible how, 
under the influence of the Jewish Messial sect, in the twinkling 
of an eye, in every direction at once, Graeco-Roman popular 
Chnstianity arose , until at least it has descnbed the popular 
Chnstianity of the first three generations, it must concede to 
hypotheses which fairly face this problem and endeavour to solve 

it their formal right of existence „ ,,n 

The cnticism which Kalthoff directs against the poah« 
accounts of the Life of Jesus is, in pa* very much to the . point 
“Jesus,” he says in one place, “has been made *e receptacle 
into which every theologian pours his own ideas H 
remarks that if we follow “the Chnst ’’backwards from the Eps»es 
and Gospels of the New Testament nght to the apocalyptm vision 
of Daniel, we always find in Him superhuman traits alongside oi 
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apply it to a mere historical man.” Bruno Bauer had urged the 
same considerations upon the theology of his time, declaring it to 
be unthinkable that a man could have arisen among the Jews and 
declared “ I am the Messiah ” 

But the unfortunate thing is that Kalthoff has not worked 
through Bruno Bauer’s criticism, and does not appear to assume 
it as a basis, but remains standing half-way instead of thinking the 
questions through to the end as that keen cntic did According 
to Kalthoff it would appear that, year in year out, there was a 
constant succession of Messianic disturbances among the Jews 
and of crucified claimants of the Messiahship “ There had been 
many a ‘ Christ/ ” he says m one place, “ before there was any 
question of a Jesus in connexion with this title ” 

How does Kalthoff know that ? If he had fairly considered 
and felt the force of Bruno Bauer’s arguments, he would never 
have ventured on this assertion , he would have learned that it is 
not only historically unproved, but intrinsically impossible 

But Kalthoff was in far too great a hurry to present to his 
readers a descnption of the growth of Christianity, and therewith 
of the picture of the Chnst, to absorb thoroughly the criticism of 
his great predecessor. He soon leads his reader away from the 
high road of cnticism into a morass of speculation, in order to 
arrive by a short cut at Graeco-Roman primitive Christianity. 
But the trouble is that while the guide walks lightly and safely, 
the ordinary man, weighed down by the pressure of historical 
considerations, sinks to rise no more. 

The conjectural argument which Kalthoff follows out is in 
itself acute, and forms a suitable pendant to Bauer’s recon- 
struction of the course of events Bauer proposed to derive 
Christianity from the Graeco-Roman philosophy ; Kalthoff, recognis- 
ing that the origin of popular Christianity constitutes the main 
question, takes as his starting-point the social movements of the 
time 

In the Roman Empire, so runs his argument, among the 
oppressed masses of the slaves and the populace, eruptive forces 
were concentrated under high tension A communistic movement 
arose, to which the influence of the Jewish element in the 
proletariat gave a Messianic- Apocalyptic colouring The Jewish 
synagogue influenced Roman social conditions so that “ the crude 
social ferment at work m the Roman Empire amalgamated itself 
with the religious and philosophical forces of the time to form the 
new Christian social moiement” Early Christian writers had 
learned in the synagogue to construct “personifications” The 
whole Late-Jewish literature rests upon this principle. Thus “the 
Chnst ” became the ideal hero of the Christian community, 
“from the socio-religious standpoint the figure of Chnst is the 
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sublimated religious expression for the sum of the social and ethical 
forces which were at work at a certain period ” The Lord's Supper 
was the memorial feast of this ideal hero. 

"As the Christ to whose Parousia the community looks 
forward this Hero god of the community bears within Himself the 
capacity for expansion into the God of the universe^ into the 
Christ of the Church, who is identical in essential nature with God 
the Father Thus the belief in the Christ brought the Messianic 
hope of the future into the minds of the masses, who had already 
a certain organisation, and by directing their thoughts towards the 
future it won a B those who were sick of the past and despairing 
about the present" 

The death and resurrection of Jesus represent experiences of 
the community “For a Jew crucified under Pontius Pilate 
there was certainly no resurrection All that is possible is a 
vague hypothesis of a vision lacking all historical reality, or an 
escape into the vaguenesses of theological phraseology. But 
for the Cho shan community the resurrection was something real, 
a matter of fact For the community as such was not annihi- 
lated in that persecution: it drew from 1^ rather, new strength 


and Me.” 

But what about the foundations of this imposing structure? 

For what he has to tell us about the condition of the Roman 
Empire and the social oiganisation of the proletariat In the time 
of Trajan — for it was then that the Church first came out mto the 
hpht — we may leave the responsibility with Knlthoff But we 
must inquire more closely how he bnugs the Jewish apocalyptic 
mto contact with the Roman proletariat. , . . 

Communism, he says, was common to both It was the bond 
which united the apocalyptic “ other-woridluiess with wahiy 
The only difficulty is that Kalthoff omits to produce any prooi 
out of the Jewish apocalypses that communism was the funto 
mental economic idea of the apocalyptic rates 
from the first with a special preparation of apocalyptic 
socialistic or Hellenistic character. Messiamstn is ™PP““. 
have taken its nse from the Deuteronomic reform » 
theory which staves to realise itself in practice. Th apocalypt 
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to speak with the utmost possible caution, its existence must not 
be asserted in the absence of all proof 

But, supposmg it were admitted that Jewish apocalyptic had 
some affinity for the Hellenic world, that it was Platonic and 
communistic, how are we to explain the fact that the Gospels, 
which describe the genesis of Christ and Christianity, imply a 
Gahlaean and not a Roman environment ? 

As a matter of fact, Kalthoff says, they do imply a 
Roman environment The scene of the Gospel history is laid in 
Palestine, but it is drawn in Rome The agrarian conditions 
implied m the narratives and parables are Roman. A vineyard 
with a wine-press of its own could only be found, according to 
Kalthoff, on the large Roman estates So, too, the legal con- 
ditions. The right of the creditor to sell the debtor, with his wife 
and children, is a feature of Roman, not of Jewish law. 

Peter everywhere symbolises the Church at Rome The 
confession of Peter had to be transferred to Caesarea Philippi 
because this town, “as the seat of the Roman administration,” 
symbolised for Palestine the political presence of Rome. 

The woman with the issue was perhaps Poppaea Sabina, the 
wife of Nero, “who in view of her strong leaning towards Judaism 
might well be described in the symbolical style of the apocalyptic 
writings as the woman who touched the hem of Jesus’ garment ” 

The story of the unfaithful steward alludes to Pope Calbxtus, 
who, when the slave of a Christian in high position, was condemned 
to die mines for the crime of embezzlement , that of the woman 
who was a sinner refers to Marcia, the powerful mistress of 
Commodus, at whose intercession Calbxtus was released, to be 
advanced soon afterwards to the bishopric of Rome “These two 
narratives, therefore,” Kalthoff suggests, "which very clearly allude 
to events well known at that time, and doubtless much discussed 
in the Christian community, were admitted mto the Gospel to 
express the views of the Church regarding the life-story of a Roman 
bishop which had run its course under the eyes of the community, 
and thereby to give to the events themselves the Church’s sanction 
and interpretation.” 

Kalthoff does not, unfortunately, mention whether this is a case 
of simple, ingenuous, or of conscious, didactic, Early Christian 
imagination. 

That kind of criticism is a casting out of Satan by the aid of 
Beelzebub If he was going to invent on this scale, Kalthoff need 
not have found any difficulty in accepting the figure of Jesus 
evolved by modem theology One feels annoyed with him because, 
while his thesis is ingenious, and, as against “modem theology" 
has a considerable measure of justification, he has worked it out 
in so uninteresting a fashion. He has no one but himself to blame 
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for the fact that instead of leading to the right explanation, it only 
introduced a wearisome and unproductive controversy 1 

In the end there remains scarcely a shade of distinction 
between Kalthoff and his opponents They want to bring their 
“historical Jesus’* into the *nidst of our time He wants to do 
the same with his “Christ ” “A secularised Christ,” he says, “as 
the type of the self-determined man who amid strife and suffenng 
carries through victoriously, and fully realises, His own personality 
in order to give the infinite fullness of love which He bears within 
Himself as a blessing to mankind — a Christ such as that can 
awaken to new life the antique Chnst-type of the Church. He 
is no longer the Christ of the scholar, of the abstract theological 
thinker with his scholastic rules and methods He is the people’s 
Christ, the Christ J the ordinary man, the figure m which all those 
powers of the human soul which are most natural and simple — and 
therefore most exalted and divine — find an expression at once 
sensible and spiritual” But that is precisely the descnption of 
the Jesus of modern historical theology, why, then, make this 
long roundabout through scepticism ? The Chnst of Kalthoff is 
nothing else than the Jesus of those whom he combats m such a 
lofty fashion , the only difference is that he draws his figure of Chnst 
m led ink on blotting-paper, and because it is red in colour and 
smudgy m outline, wants to make out that it is something new. 


It is on ethical grounds that Eduard von Hartmann* refuses to 
accept the Jesus of modern theology. He finds fault with it 
because in its anxiety to retain a personality which would be of 
value to religion it does not sufficiently distinguish between the 
authentic and the « historical ” Jesus When criticism has removed 
the paintings-over and retouchings to which this authentic portrait 
of Jesus has been subjected, it reaches, according to him, an un- 
recognisable painting below, in which it is impossible to discover 
any clear likeness, least of all one of any religious use and value 
Were it not for the tenacity and the simple fidelity ot the 
epic tradition, nothing whatever would have remained of the 
histone Jesus What has remained is merely of histoncal ana 
psychological interest. 

At His first appearance the histone Jesus was, according to 
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Eduard von Hartmann, almost “ an impersonal being,” since He 
regarded Himself so exclusively as the vehicle of His message that 
His personality hardly came into the question As time went 
on, however, He developed a taste for glory and for wonderful 
deeds, and fell at last into a condition of “ abnormal exaltation of 
personality” In the end He declares Himself to His disciples 
and before the council as Messiah. "When He felt His death 
drawing nigh He struck the balance of His life, found His mission 
a failure, His person and His cause abandoned by God, and died 
with the unanswered question on His Ups, ‘My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ? ’ ” 

It is significant that Eduard von Hartmann has not fallen into 
the mistake of Schopenhauer and many other philosophers, of 
identifying the pessimism of Jesus with the Indian speculative 
pessimism of Buddha. The pessimism of Jesus, he says, is not 
metaphysical, it is “a pessimism of indignation,” born of the 
intolerable social and political conditions of the time Von 
Hartmann also dearly recognises the significance of eschatology, 
but he does not define its character quite correctly, since he bases 
his impressions solely on the Talmud, hardly making any use of 
the Old Testament, of Enoch, the Psalms of Solomon, Baruch, 
or Fourth Ezra. He has an irritating way of still using the name 
"Jehovah,” 

Like Reimaius — von Hartmann’s positions are simply modern- 
ised Reimarns — he is anxious to show that Christian theology has 
lost the right “to treat the ideal Kingdom of God as belonging to 
itself” Jesus and His teaching, so far as they have been preserved, 
belong to J udaism His ethic is for us strange and full of stumbling- 
blocks He despises work, property, and the duties of family life 
His gospel is fundamentally plebeian, and completely exdudes the 
idea of any aristocracy except in so far as it consents to plebeiamse 
itself; and this is true not only as regards the aristocracy of rank, 
property, and fortune, but also the aristocracy of intellect Von 
Hartmann cannot resist the temptation to accuse Jesus of “Semitic 
harshness,” finding the evidence of this chiefly in Mark iv 12 , where 
Jesus dedares that the purpose of His parables was to obscure 
His teaching and cause the hearts of the people to be 

His judgment upon Jesus is : “ He had no genius, but a certain 
talent which, m the complete absence of any sound education, 
produced in general only moderate results, and was not suffident 
to presene Him from numerous weaknesses and serious errors, at 
heart a fanatic and a transcendental enthusiast, who m spite of an 
inborn kindliness of disposition hates and despises the world and 
everything it contains, and holds any interest in it to be injurious to 
the sole true, transcendental interest; an amiable and modest 
jouth who, through a remarkable concatenation of circumstances 
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armed at the idea, which was at tint time ep.dcnic, 1 that He was 
Himself the expected Messiah, and in consequence of this met 
His fate ” 

It is to be regretted that a mind like Eduard son Hartmann's 
should not hate got beyond the externals of the history, and made 
an effort to grasp the simple and impressive greatness of the figure 
of Jesus in its eschatological setting , and that he should imagim. 
he has disposed of the strangeness which lie finds in Jesus when 
he has made it as small as possible And jet in another respect 
there is something satisfactory about his book It is the open 
struggle of the Germanic spirit with Jesus In this battle the victory 
mil rest with true greatness Others wanted to make peace before 
the struggle, or thought that theologians could fight the battle 
alone, and spare their contemporaries the doubts about the lustomal 
Jesus through which it was necessary to pass in order to reach the 
eternal Jesus — and to this end they kept preaching reconciliation 
while fighting the battle They could only preach it on a basis of 
postulates, and postulates make poor preaching! Thus, Juheher, 
for example, in his latest sketches of the Life of Jesus 5 distinguishes 
between "Jewish and supra-Jewish" in Jesus, and holds that Jesus 
transferred the ideal of the Kingdom of God " to the solid ground 
of the present, bringing it into the course of historical event?," 
and further "associated with the Kingdom of God” the idea of 
development which was utterly opposed to all Jewish ideas aboit 
the Kingdom Juheher also desires to raise "the strongest 
protest against the poor little definition of Ilis preaching which 
makes it consist in nothing further than an announcement of the 
nearness of the Kingdom, and an exhortation to the repentance 
necessary as a condition for attaining the Kingdom ” 

But when has a protest against the pure truth of history ever 
been of any avail? Why proclaim peace where there is no peace, 
and attempt to put back the clock of time? Is it not enough that 
Schlciermachcr and Ritschl succeeded again and again in mil mg 
theology send on earth peace instead of a sword, and does no* the 
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weakness of Christian thought as compared with the general culture 
of our time result from the fact that it did not face the battle when 
it ought to have faced it, but persisted m appealing to a court of 
arbitration on which all the sciences were represented, but which 
it had successfully bribed in advance ? 

Now there comes to join the philosophers a jurist Herr 
Doctor jur De Jonge lends his aid to Eduard von Hartmann 
in “ destroying the ecclesiastical,” and “ unveiling the Jewish picture 
of Jesus ” 1 

De Jonge is a Jew by birth, baptized in 1889, is ho on the 
22nd of November 1902 again separated himself from the Christian 
communion and was desirous of being received Lack "with certain 
evangelical reservations ” into the Jewish community In spite of 
his faithful observance of the Law, this was refused Now he is 
waiting “until in the Synagogue of the twentieth century a freedom 
of conscience is accorded to him equal to that which in the first 
century was enjoyed by John, the beloved disciple of Jeschua of 
Nazareth" In the meantime he beguiles the period of waiting 
by descnbing Jesus and His earliest followers in the character of 
pattern Jews, and sets them to work in the interest of his “Jewish 
views with evangelical reservations ” 

It is the colourless, characterless Jesus of the Superintendents 
and Konsistonalrats which especially arouses his enmity With 
this figure he contrasts his own Jesus, the man of holy anger, the 
man of holy calm, the man of holy melancholy, the master of 
dialectic, the imperious ruler, the man of high gifts and practical 
ability, the man of inexorable consistency and reforming vigouT. 

Jesus was, according to De Jonge, a pupil of Hillel He 
demanded voluntary poverty only m special cases, not as a general 
principle. In the case of the nch young man, He knew “ that the 
property which he had inherited was derived in this particular case 
from impure sources which must be cut off at once and for ever.” 

But how does De Jonge know that Jesus knew this? 

A writer who is attacking the common theological picture of 
Jesus, and who displays in the process, as De Jonge does, not only 

1 Jeschua Dcr hlasstschc jViischt Mann ZentSnmg its htrchhchcn, EnthuUung 
its juiuchm Jmu-Bilda Balm, 1904, na pp Earlier studies of the Life of Jesus 
from the Jewish point of view had been less ambitions Dr Aug Wbnsche had written 
in 187a on "Jesus in His attitude towards women" from the Talmudic standpoint 
(146 pp ), and had described Him from the same standpoint as a Jesus who rejoiced 
in life. Dir Ulenifrtudtge Jtsvs itr synoftuehen Evangtlttn tm Gcgtnsab turn 
Utitnden Memos itr Kirch, Leipzig, 18715, 444 pp The basis is so far correct, 
that the eschatological, world-renouncing ellue which we find in Jesus was due to 
temporary conditions and is therefore transitory, and had nothing wbateier to do 
with Judaism os such The spirit of the Law is the opposite of world renouncing 
But the Talmud, be its traditions never so trustworthy, could leach us hide about Jesus 
because it has preserved scarce!} a trace of that eschatological phase of Jewish 
religion and ethics. 
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wit and address, but historical intuition, ought not to fall into the 
error of the theology with which he is at feud , he ought to use 
sober history as his weapon against the supplementary knowledge 
which his opponents seem to find between the lines, instead of 
meeting it with an esoteric historical knowledge of his own. 

De Jonge knows that Jesus possessed property inherited from 
His father. “One proof may serve where many might be given — 
the hasty flight into Egypt with his whole family to escape from 
Herod, and the long sojourn in that country ” 

De Jonge knows — he is here, however, following the Gospel of 
John, to which he everywhere gives the preference — that Jesus was 
between forty and fifty years old at the time of His first coming 
forward pubhcly The statement in Luke in 33, that He was ixrei 
thirty years old, can only mislead those who do not remember that 
Luke was a portrait painter and only meant that “Jeschua, in 
consequence of His glorious beauty and His ever-youthful appear 
ance, looked ten years younger than He really was ” 

De Jonge knows also that Jesus, at the time when He first 
emerged from obscurity, was a widower and had a hide son — the 
“lad ” of John w 9, who had the five barley loaves and two fishes, 
was in fact His son This and many other things the author finds 
m “ the glorious John ” According to De Jonge too we ought to 
think of Jesus as the aristocratic Jew, more accustomed to a dress 
coat than to a workman’s blouse, something of an expert, as 
appears from some of the parables, in matters of the table, and 
conning the menu with interest when He dined with “pnvy-finance- 
counciUor ” Zacchaeus 

But this is to modernise more distressingly than even the 
theologians 1 


De Jonge's one-sided preference for the Fourth Gospel is shared 
by Kirchbach’s book, “What did Jesus teach ?” 1 but here every- 
thing, instead of being judaised, is spiritualised Kirchbach dors 
not seem to have been acquainted with Noack’s “History of Jesus, 
otherwise he would hardly have ventured to repeat the same 
experiment without the latter’s touch of genius and with much less 
skill and knowledge 

The nhing of Jesus is interpreted on the lines of the itannan 
philosophy. The saying, "No man hath seen God at any time, b 
to be understood as if it were derived from the same 
thought as the “ Critique of Pure Reason ” Jesus always used me 

1 Wolfgang Kirchbach, Was Utrte Jesus’ Zam Vstvaugelien 
348 pp , second greatly enlarged and improved edition, igoa, 339 PjP 
author. Das Buck Jesus Vie Urtwmgthm Ntu nacA^wtaen. 
*£T:^£rUrstruckeer*l*rt (The B-U of jc^ The 
traced, translated, arranged, and explained on the basis or the ~igma* ; 

1897 
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voids “ death ” and “ life ” in a purely metaphoncal sense Eternal 
life is for Him not a life in another world, but in the present. He 
speaks of Himself as the Son of God, not as the Jewish Messiah. 
Son of Man is only the ethical explanation of Son of God The 
only reason why a Son-of-Man problem has arisen, is because 
Matthew translated the ancient term Son of Man m the original 
collection of Logia “ with extreme hterality " 

The great discourse of Matt, xxiu with its warnings and 
threatenmgs is, according to Kirchbach, merely “a patriotic oration 
in which Jesus gives expression in moving words to His opposition 
to the Pharisees and His inborn love of His native land ” 

The teaching of Jesus is not ascetic, it closely resembles the 
real teaching of Epicurus, “ that is, the rejection of all false meta- 
physics, and the resulting condition of blessedness, of makaria " 
The only purpose of the demand addressed to the nch young man 
was to try him “ If the youth, instead of slinking away dejectedly 
because he was called upon to sell all his goods, had replied, 
confident m the possession of a nch fund of courage, energy, ability, 
and knowledge, ‘ Right gladly It will not go to my heart to part 
with my httle bit of property , if Pm not to have it, why then I can 
do without it,’ the Rabbi would probably in that case not have 
taken him at his word, but would have said, ‘Young man, I like 
you. You have a good chance before you, yon may do something 
in the Kingdom of God, and in any case for My sake you may 
attach yourself to Me by way of trial We can talk about your 
stocks and bonds later ' “ 

Finally, Kirchbach succeeds, though only, it must be admitted, 
by the aid of some rather awkward phraseology, in spintuahsing 
John vi “ It is not the body,” he explains, “ of the long departed 
thinker, who apparently attached no importance whatever to the 
question of personal survival, that we, who understand Him in the 
right Greek sense, ‘eat’, in the sense which He intended, we eat 
and drink, and absorb into ourselves, His teaching, His spirit, His 
sublime conception of life, by constantly recalling them in connexion 
with the symbol of bread and flesh, the symbol of blood, the 
symbol of water ” 1 

Worthless asKirchbach’s Life of Jesus is from an historical point 
of view, it is quite comprehensible as a phase in the struggle 
between the modem view of the world and Jesus The aim of the 

1 Before him, Hugo Delff, m hn History of the Rabbi Jesus of Nazareth {Leipzig, 
1889, 428 pp ), had confined himself to the Fourth Gospel, and even within that 
Gospel he drew some critical distinctions His Jesus at first conceals His Mcssiohship 
from the fear of arousing the political expectations of the people, and speaks to them 
of the Son of Man in the third person. At Hu second visit to Jerusalem He br eaks 
with the rulers, is subsequently compelled, m consequence of the conflict oier the 
Sabbath, to leave Galilee, and then gives up His own people and turns to the heathen 
DellT explains the raising of Lazarus by supposing lnm to have been tinned in a state 
of trance. 
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woik is to retain His significance fora metaphysical and non ascetic 
tunc , and since it is not possible to do tins in the case of the 
historical Jesus, the author denies 1 1 is existence in faxour or an 
apocrj phil Jesus 

It is, in fact, the characteristic feature of the Lifc-of-Jcsus 
literature on the thrcshnhl of the new century even in the produc- 
tions of professedly histones! and scientific theology, to subordinate 
the histones! interest to the interest of the general world xicw And 
those who "wrest the Kingdom of Hcasen "arc beginning to wrest 
Jesus Himself along with it. Men who have no qualifications for 
the task, whose ignoranec is nothing less than criminal, who loftil) 
anathematise scientific thcolog) instead of mating themselves m 
some measure acquainted with the researches winch it has earned 
out, fuel impelled to write a Life of Jesus, in order to set forth their 
general religious view in a portrait of Jesus which has not the 
faintest claim to be historical, and the most far fetched or these 
find favour, and arc eager!) absorbed by the multitude 

It would be something to be thankful for if all these Lives of 
Jesus were bised on as definite an idea and as acute histoncal 
observation as we find in Albert Dulk’s "The Error of the 
Life of Jesus ” 1 In Hulk the story of the fate of Jesus is also the 
story of the fate of rchgior. The Gahlaean teacher, whose true 
character was marked by deep religious inwardness, was doomed to 
dcstmction from the moment when He set Himself upon the diray 
heights of the divine sonship and the eschatological expectation 
He died in despair, having vainly expected, down to the very ,asl > a 
“telegram from hcaicn " Religion as a whole can only avoid the 
same fate by renouncing all transcendental elements 


The vast numbers of imaginative Lives of Jesus shrink into 
remarkably small compass on a close examination When one 
knows two or three of them, one knows them all They have 
scarcely altered since Vcnturim’s time, except that some of the 
cures petforined by Jesus are handled in the modem Lues from the 
point of view of the* recent investigations in hypnotism and 
suggestion * 

> Alima Dull. Dtr Irrftnt; its U'tns Mu !r 
iurgesMlt Crtltr Tt,l O e Mtrss-htr \\ unttr uriite \ 
39 ? pp 7-vnltr Test Dtr vr.d fyt E^urgersMtut, S»&9» 

pp (The Crror or ll.e Life or Jesus. Ilmenealt, opprohwdrf and «t to*. 
Pi 1 The Historical Roots and the Galilaean Blossom l*e ii , The Messianic 
IU iStSSSsm ) The course or Dull's own life was somewhat «*. Jg 
,n , 8 io he came prominent!! forward in Ibe reiolution of 1B48, 
mmphle eer and ajrualor Laier. .hough atoms. ^w.ihoul he ^undertone 
long journeys, even lo Sina. nnd 10 Lapland Finally, he worked as a social 

de Trsc.^[r C La,Scn 1 , 1 r ,n « I " 4 suhje=« is supplied by » 

St,tt itr HnlstStssMt Mu ( Hje ttlen^STo S fo^d. 

Healmc), iBBp, in which a luminous review of the medical material is lo 
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According to Paul de Rigla 1 Jesus was bom out of wedlock 
Joseph, however, gave shelter and protection to the mother De 
R4gla dwells on the beauty of the child “His eyes were not 
exceptionally large, but were well-opened, and were shaded by long, 
silky, dark-brown ejelashes, and rather deep-set They were of a 
blue-grey colour, which changed with changing emotions, taking on 
various shades, especially blue and brownish-grey " 

He and His disciples were Essenes, as was also the Baptist 
That implies that He was no longer a Jew in the strict sense His 
preaching dealt with the rights of man, and put forward socialistic 
and communistic demands . His religion in the pure consciousness 
of communion with God With eschatology He had nothing what- 
ever to do, it was first interpolated into His teaching by Matthew 

The miracles are all to be explained by suggestion and 
hypnotism At the maniage at Cana, Jesus noticed that the guests 
were taking too much, and therefore secretly bade the servants 
pour out water instead of wine while He Himself said, "Drink, this 
is better wine." In this way He succeeded m suggesting to a part 
of the company that they were realty dnnking wine The 
feeding of the multitude is explained by striking out a couple of 
noughts from the numbers , the raising of Lazarus by supposing it a 
case of premature burial. Jesus Himself when taken down from 
the cross was not dead, and the Essenes succeeded m reanimating 
Him His work is inspired with hatred against Catholicism, but 
with a real reverence for Jesus 

Another mere variant of the plan of Ventunm is the fictitious 
Life of Jesus of Pierre Nahor.* The sentimental descriptions of 
nature and the long dialogues characteristic of the Lives of Jesus 
of a hundred years ago are here again m full force. After John 
had already begun to preach in the neighbourhood of the Dead 
Sea, Jesus, in company with a distinguished Brahmin who possessed 
property at Nazareth and bad an influential following in Jerusalem, 
made a journey to Egypt and was there indoctrinated into all kinds 
of Egyptian, Essene, and Indian philosophy, thus giving the author. 

See also Dr K Kune, Ctrutus medtcut, Freiburg in Baden, 1505, 74 pp The 
scientific value of this work is, however, very much reduced by the fact that the 
author has no acquaintance with the preliminary questions belonging to the sphere of 
history and literature, and regards all the miracles of healing as actual events, 
believing himself able to explain them from the medical point of view The tendency 
of the work ti mainly apologetic. 

tr 1 Dexntcd from the Scientific, Htstortcal, and Social Pmnt qj 

1 tew Translated from the French (into German) by A. Just. Leipug, 1894 The 
author, whose real name is P A Desjardin, is a practising physician De Rdgla, 
too, makes the Fourth Gospel the tnsis of his mnative. 

* - P | OTe 2 Cahor (Etnihc Lerou), Jtszts Translated from the French by Walter 
Biocn Berlin, 1905 Its motto is The figure of Jesus belongs, like all mjsierious, 
heroic, or mythical figures, to legend and poetry In the introduction v,c find the 
statement, " This book is a confession of faith " The narrative is based on the 
Fourth Gospel 
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or rather the authoress, an opportunity to develop her ideas on 
the philosophy of religion in didactic dialogues When He soon 
afterwards begins to work m Galilee the young teacher is much 
aided by the fact that, at the instance of His fellow-traveller, He 
had acquired from Egyptian mendicants a practical acquaintance 
with the secrets of hypnotism By His skill He healed Maty of 
Magdala, a distinguished courtesan of Tibenas They had met 
before at Alexandria. After being cured she left Tibenas and 
went to live in a small house, inherited from her mother, at 
Magdala 

Jesus Himself never went to Tibenas, but the social world of 
that place took an interest in Him, and often had itself rowed to 
the beach when He was preaching Rich and pious ladies used to 
inquire of Him where He thought of preaching to the people on a 
given day, and sent baskets of bread and dned fish to the spot 
which He indicated, that the multitude might not suffer hunger. 
This is the explanation of the stones about the feeding of the 
multitudes, the people had no idea whence Jesus suddenly 
obtained the supplies which He caused His disciples to distribute. 

When he became aware that the pncsts had resolved upon 
His death. He made His fnend Joseph of Anmathea, a leading 
man among the Essen es, promise that he would take Him down 
from the cross as soon as possible and lay Him in the grave without 
other witnesses Only Nicodemus was to be present On the 
cross He put Himself into a cataleptic trance , He was taken down 
from the cross seemingly dead, and came to Himself again in the 
grave After appearing several times to His disciples he set ont 
for Nazareth and dragged His way painfully thither With a last 
effort He reaches the house of His mysterious old Indian teacher 
At the door He falls helpless, just as the morning dawns The old 
slave-woman recognises Hun and carries Him into the house, 
where He dres. “The serene solemn night withdrew and day 
broke in blinding splendour behind Tibenas ” 

Nikolas Notowitsch 1 finds in Luke i 80 ("And the child grew 


r Du Vie mconnue de Jlsus-Chnst Pans, 1894 3 « PP German, nnd " 

ttte Die Utche tm Leien Zests (The Gap in the Life of Jesus), Stuttgart, 1894 PP 
See Holtzmann in the Theol Zahresbencht, wv p 140 ... „ 

In a certain limited sense the work of A Lillie, The Influence of Buddhism m 
P rimitive ChruHomly (London. 1B93). » ** numbered among the 

on the life of Jesus The fictitious element consists in Jesus being mode an tssene 
ov the writer, and Essenism equated with Buddhism , 

1 Among '‘edifying" rommees on the life of Jesus intended for femily trading, 
that tfufe English writer J H Ingraham The Prince of the 
has had a i ery long lease of life. It appeared in a German translation as 1 

x8<8. and wis reissued in 1906 (Brunswick) . * at r? T Frvkt 

A fictitious life of Jesus of wonderful beauty is Peter Roseggcr^ / NXI**" 
Betschaft ernes arm J Senders (The Glad Tidmgs of a poor Sinner), Leipng. 

K reveals ..self in C Ranch's *- M+ 


Detcher* 1899 
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. . . and was in the deserts until the day of his shewing unto Israel”) 

a “gap in the life of Jesus,” ra spite of the fact that this passage 
refeis to the Baptist, and proposes to fill it by putting Jesus to 
school with the Brahmins and Buddhists from His thirteenth to 
His twenty-ninth year As evidence for this he refers to statements 
about Buddhist worship of a certain Issa which he professes to 
have found in the monasteries of Little Thibet The whole thing 
£, as was shown by the experts, a barefaced swindle and an 
Impudent invention. 

To the fictitious Lives of Jesus belong also in the main tht 
theospphical “ Lives,” which equally play fast and loose with the 
history, though here with a view to proving that Jesus had absorbed 
the Egyptian and Indian theosophy, and had been indoctrinated 
with “occult science." The theosophists, however, have the 
advantage of escaping the dilemma between reanimation after a 
trance and resurrection, since they are convinced that it was 
possible for Jesus to Teassume His body after He had really died. 
But in the touching up and embellishment of the Gospel narratives 
they out-do even the romancers. 

Ernest Bose, 1 writing as a theosophist, makes it the chief aim of 
his work to describe the oriental origin of Christianity, and 
ventures to assert that Jesus was not a Semite, but an Aryan The 
Fourth Gospel is, of course, the basis of his representation He 
does not hesitate, however, to appeal also to the anonymous 
"Revelations” published in 1849, which are a mere plagiarism 
from Ventunm. 

A work which is written with some ability and with much 
out-of-the-way learning is “ Did Jesus live 100 b a ? ” * The author 
compares the Christian tradition with the Jewish, and finds m the 
latter a reminiscence of a Jesus who lived in the time of Alexander 
Jannaeus (104-76 sc) This person was transferred by the 
earliest Evangelist to the later period, the attempt being facilitated 
by the fact that during the procuratorship of Pilate a false prophet 
had attracted some attention. The author, however, only professes 
to offer it as a hypothesis, and apologises m advance for the offence 
which it is likely to cause, 

1 La Vie Isotlnque it Jisu-Chnst et let engines orientates du chnstianisme. 
Pans, 190a 44s pp 

That Jesus was of Aiyan race is argued by A. MOUer, who assumes a Gaulish 
mmigration into Galilee. Jesus ein Arter Leipzig, 1904 74 pp 

* Old Jesus live too b c. f Loudon and Benares Theosophieal Publishing 
Soaelj. 1903 440 pp 

A scientific discussion of the " Toledoth Jesbu,” with citations from the Talmudic 
tradition concerning Jesus, is offered by S Krauss, Das Leiett Jen naeh juiiseken 
Que’ter 190a 309 pp According to him the Toledoth Jesku was committed 

to anting m the 61th century, and he is of opinion that the Jewish legend is only a 
modified version of the Christian tradition 
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THOROUGHGOING SCEPTICISM AND THOROUGH- 
GOING ESCHATOLOGY 


W Wrede Da* Messiasgebermms in den Evnngelien Zngleich era Beitrag zum 
Verstandnis des Mirkusevangelrama (The Messianic Secret in the 
Forming a contribution also to the understanding of the Gospel oi Mark ) 
Gottingen. 1901 286 pp 1 


Albert Schweitzer Das Messuuutkts- und Leidensgeheimms Erne Skizre des 
Lebens Jesu. (The Secret of the Messiahship and the Passion A Sketch of 
the Life of Jesus ) Tfibingen and Leipzig! 1901 209 pp 


The coincidence between the work of Wrede 1 and the “Sketch of 
the Life of Jesus ” is not more surprising in regard to the time of 
their appearance than in regard to the character of their contents 
They appeared upon the self-same day, their titles are almost 
identical, and their agreement in the criticism of the modem 
historical conception of the life of Jesus extends sometimes to the 
very phraseology And yet they are written from qmte different 
standpoints, one from the point of view of literary criticism, the 
other from that of the historical recognition of eschatology It 
seems to be the fate of the Marcan hypothesis that at the decisive 
periods its problems should ala ays be attacked simultaneously and 
independently from the literary and the historical sides, and the 
results declared m two different forms which corroborate each 
other So it was m the case of Weisse and Wilke , so it is again 
now, when, retaining the assumption of the priority of Mark, the 
historicity of the hitherto accepted view of the life of Jesus, based 
upon the Marcan narrative, is called m question 


1 William Wrede, born in 1859 at BDcken in Hanover, was Professor at Breslau 
(He died in 1907 ) 

Wrede names as bis real predecessors on the same lines Bruno Bauer, Vofloner, 
and the Dutch writer Hocks tra (“De Chnstologre van het canomeke Msreus 
Evangelic, vergdeken met die van de beide andere synoptische Evangeken," Thtel 
Ttjischnft, v , 1871} 

In a certain limited degree the work of Ernest Havet [Le Ckrtshanismt tt us 
engines ) has a claim to be classed in the same category His scepticism refers 
principally to the entry into Jerusalem and the story of the passion 

3*» 
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The meaning of that is that the literary and the eschatological 
view, which have hitherto been marching parallel, on either flank, 
to the advance of modem theology, have now united their forces, 
brought theology to a halt, surrounded it, and compelled it to give 
battle 

That m the last three or four years so much has been w ritten 
in which this enveloping movement has been ignored does not alter 
the real position of modem historical theology m the least The 
fact is deserving of notice that during this period the study of the 
subject has not made a step in advance, but has kept moving to 
and fro upon the old lines with wearisome iteration, and has 
thrown itself with excessive zeal into the work of popularisation, 
simply because it was incapable of advancmg 

And even if it professes gratitude to Wrede for the very 
interesting historical point which he has brought into the discussion, 
and is also willing to admit that thoroughgoing eschatology has 
advanced the solution of many problems, these are mere demonstra 
tions which are quite inadequate to raise the blockade of modem 
theology by the allied forces Supposing that only a half — nay, only 
a third — of the critical arguments which are common to IVrede and 
the “Sketch of the Life of Jesus” are sound, then the modem 
historical mew of the history is wholly rained 

The reader of Wrede’s book cannot help feeling that here no 
quarter is given , and any one who goes carefully through the present 
writer's “Sketch” must come to see that between the modern 
historical and the eschatological Life of Jesus no compromise is 
possible 

Thoroughgoing scepticism and thoroughgoing eschatology may, 
m their union, either destroy, or be destroyed by modern historical 
theology , but they cannot combine with it and enable it to advance; 
any more than they can be advanced by it 

We are confronted with a decisive issue As with Strauss's 
“Life of Jesus,” so with the surprising agreement in the critical 
basis of these two schools — we are not here considering the 
respective solutions which they offer — there has entered into the 
domain of the theology of the day a force with which it cannot 
possibly ally itself Its whole territory is threatened. It must 
either reconquer it step by step or else surrender it It has no 
longer the right to advance a single assertion until it has taken up 
a definite position m regard to the fundamental questions raised 
by the new cnbcism 

Modem historical theology is no doubt still far from recognising 
this It is warned that the dyke is letting in water and sends a 
couple of masons to repair the leak; as if the leak did not mean 
that the whole masonry is undermined, and must be rebuilt from 
the foundation. 
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To vary the metaphor, theology comes home to find the broker’s 
marks on all the fnmiturc and goes on as before quite comfortably, 
ignoring the fact it mil lose everything if it does not paj its debts 

The critical objections which Wrede and the “Sketch” agree 
m bringing against the modern treatment of the subject are as 
follows 

In order to find m Mark the Life of Jesus of which it is in 
search, modem theology is obliged to read between the lines a whole 
host of things, and those often the most important, and then to 
foist them upon the text by means of psychological conjecture It 
is determined to find evidence in Mark of a development of Jesus, 
a development of the disciples, and a development of the outer 
circumstances , and professes in so doing to be only reproducing 
the views and indications of the Evangelist. In reality, however, 
there is not a word of all this in the Evangelist, and when his 
interpreters are asked what are the hints and indications on which 
they base their assertions they have nothing to offer save argumcnia 


t silentio 

Mark knows nothing of any development m Jesus, he knows 
nothing of any paedagogic considerations which are supposed to 
have determined the conduct of Jesus towards the disciples and the 
people; he knows nothing of any conflict m the mind of Jesus 
between a spiritual and a popular, political Messianic ideal; he does 
not know, either, that in this respect there was any difference 
between the view of Jesus and that of the people; he knows nothing 
of the idea that the use of the ass at the triumphal entry symbolised 
a non-political Messiahship ; he knows nothing of the idea that the 
question about the Messiah’s being the Son of David had some- 
thing to do with this alternative between political and non-political, 
he does not know, either, that Jesus explained the secret of the 
passion to the disciples, nor that they had any understanding or it, 
he only knows that from first to last they were m all respects 
equally wanting in understanding , he does not know that the hist 
penod was a period of success and the second a period of failure, 
he represents the Pharisees and Herodians as (from m. 6 onwards; 
resolved upon the death of Jesus, while the people, down to the 
very last day when He preached in the temple, are enthusiast ca y 

loy aUo Hun ^ w hich the Evangelist says nothing— and they 
are the foundations of the modem view— should first be PTfzJt 
proved they can be; they ought not to besunply 
as something self-evident For it is just those things which appear 
so self-evident to the prevailing critical temper which are m «y 


hC j^tl^Iutherto self-evident point— the “ histoncal kern el » 
rhich it has been customary to extract from the narratives— 
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be given up, until it is proved, if it is capable of proof, that we 
can and ought to distinguish between the kernel and die husk 
We may take all that is reported as either historical or unhistorical, 
but, in respect of the definite predictions of the passion, death, and 
resurrection, we ought to give up taking the reference to the 
passion as historical and letting the rest go, we may accept the 
idea of the atoning death, or we may reject it, but we ought not 
to ascnbe to Jesus a feeble, anaemic version of this idea, while 
setting down to the account of the Pauline theology the interpreta- 
tion of the passion which we actually find in Mark 

Whatever the results obtained by the aid of the historical 
kernel, the method pursued is the same ; “it is detached from its 
context and transformed into something different ” “It finally 
comes to this,” says Wrede, “that each critic retains whatever 
portion of the traditional sayings can be fitted mto his construction 
of the facts and his conception of historical possibility and rejects 
the rest” The psychological explanation of motive, and the 
psychological connexion of the events and actions which such 
critics have proposed to find in Mark, simply do not exist That 
being so, nothing is to be made out of his account by the applica- 
tion of a priori psychology A vast quantity of treasures of scholar- 
ship and erudition, of art and artifice, which the Marcan hypothesis 
has gathered into its storehouse in the two generations of its 
existence to aid it in constructing its life of Jesns has become 
worthless, and can be of no further service to true historical research 
Theology has been simplified. What would become of it if that 
did not happen every hundred years or so? And the simplifica- 
tion was badly needed, for no one since Strauss had cleared away 
its impedimenta 

Thoroughgoing scepticism and thoroughgoing eschatology, 
between them, are compelling theology to read the Marcan text 
again with simplicity of mind The simplicity consists m 
dispensing with the connecting links which it has been accustomed 
to discover between the sections of the narrative (/> tricopes), 13 
looking at each one separately, and recognising that it is difficult to 
pass from one to the other. 

The material v\ ith which it has hitherto been usual to solder the 
sections together into a life of Jesus will not stand the temperature 
test Exposed to the cold air of critical scepticism it cracks, 
w “® n furnace of eschatology is heated to a certain point the 

soldenngs melt. In both cases the sections all fall apart 

Formerly it was possible to book through -tickets at the 
supplementary-psychological-knon ledge office which enabled those 
travelling in the interests of Life-of-Jesus construction to use 
express trains, thus avoiding the inconvenience of having to stop 
at every little station, change, and run the risk of missing their 
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connexion This ticket office is now closed. There is a station 
at the end of each section of the nanath-e; and the connexions are 
not guaranteed 

The fact is, it is not simply that there is no very obvious 
psychological connexion between the sections; in almost every 
case there is a positive break in the connexion And there is a 
great deal in the Marcan narrative which is inexplicable and even 
self-contradictory 

In their statement of the problems raised by this want of con- 
nexion Wrede and the “Sketch ” are in the most exact agreement 
That these difficulties are not artificially constructed has been 
shown by our survey of the history of the attempts to wnte the life 
of Jesus, m the course of which these problems emerge one after 
another, after Bruno Bauer had by anticipation gzasped them 


all in their complexity 

* How do the demoniacs know that Jesus is the Son of God ? 
Why does the blind man at Jencho address Him as the Son of 
David, when no one else knows His Messianic dignity? How was 
it that these occurrences did not give a new direction to the 
thoughts of the people m regard to Jesus ? How did the Messianic 
entry come about? How was it possible without provoking the 
interference of the Roman gamson of occupation ? Why is it as 
completely ignored in the subsequent controversies as if had never 
taken place? Why was it not brought up at the trial of Jesus? 
«■ The Messianic acclamation at the entry into Jerusalem,” says 
Wrede, “is in Mark quite an isolated incident. It has no sequel, 
neither is there any preparation for it beforehand ” 

Why does Jesus in Mark iv. io-is speak of the parabolic form 
of discourse as designed to conceal the mysteiy of the Kingdom of 
God, whereas the explanation which He proceeds to give to the 
disciples has nothing mysterious about it? VThat is the mj stray 
of the Kingdom of God ? Why does Jesus forbid His miracles to 
be made known even in cases where there is no apparent pwpose 
for the prohibition ? Why is His Messiahship a secret and jet no 
secret; since it is known, not only to the disciples but to the 
demoniacs, the blind man at Jericho, the multitude at Jerusalem 

which must as Bruno Bauer expresses it, “have fallen from 

heaven”— and to the High Pnest? ...... 

Why does Jesus first reveal His Messiahship to the disciples at 
Caesarea Philippi, not at the moment when He sends them forth to 
preach? How does Peter know without having been told oy 
Jesus that the Messiahship belongs to his Master? 7 
must it remain a secret until the “resurrection ? 7 ^ 

Jesus indicate His Messiahship only by the title Son of Man ?A» 
why is it that this title is so for from prominent in pnmitne 

Christian theology ? 



A SERIES OF PROBLEMS 


333 


What is the meaning of the statement that Jesus at Jerusalem 
discovered a difficulty m the fact that the Messiah was described 
as at once David’s son and David’s Lord ? How are we to explain 
the fact that Jesus had to open the eyes of the people to the 
greatness of the Baptist’s office, subsequently to the mission of the 
Twelve, and to enlighten the disciples themselves in regard to it 
during the descent from the mount of transfiguration ? Why should 
this be described m Matt xi 14 and 1 5 as a mystery difficult to 
grasp (“If ye can receive it" . . “He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear”)? What is the meaning of the saying that he that 
is least m the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than the Baptist? 
Does the Baptist, then, not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
How is the Kingdom of Heaven subjected to violence since the 
days of the Baptist? Who are the violent? What is the Baptist 
intended to understand from the answer of Jesus ? 

What importance was attached to the miracles by Jesus Him- 
self? What office must they have caused the people to attribute 
to Him ? Why is the discourse at the sending out of the Twelve 
filled with predictions of persecutions which experience had given 
no reason to anticipate, and which did not, as a matter of fact, 
occur? What is the meaning of the saying m Matt x 23 about 
the imminent coming of the Son of Man, seeing that the disciples 
after all returned to Jesus without its being fulfilled? Why does 
Jesus leave the people just when His work among them is most 
successful, and journey northwards? Why had He, immediately 
after the sending forth of the Twelve, manifested a desire to 
withdraw Himself from the multitude who were longing for 
salvation ? 

How does the multitude mentioned in Mark vm 34 suddenly 
appear at Caesarea Philippi? Why is its presence no longer 
implied in Mark ix. 30 ? How could Jesus possibly have travelled 
unrecognised through Galilee, and how could He have avoided 
being thronged m Capernaum although He stayed at “the 
house”? 

How came He so suddenly to speak to His disciples of His 
suffering and dying and rising again, without, moreover, explaining 
to them either the natural or the moral “ wherefore ” ? “ There is 
no trace of any attempt on the part of Jesus,” says Wrede, “to 
break this strange thought gradually to His disciples ... the 
prediction is always flung down before the disciples without 
preparation, it is, m fact, a characteristic feature of these sayings 
that all attempt to aid the understanding of the disciples is 
lacking ” 

Did Jesus journey to Jerusalem with the purpose of working 
there, or of dying there ? How comes it that in Mark x 39, He 
bolds out to the sons of Zebedee the prospect of drinking His 
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cup and being baptized with His baptism ? And hem can He 
after speaking so decidedly of the necessity of His death, think 

wi? 0SS,b Get , lscmane that the CU P m'ght yet pass from Him? 
Who are the undefined “many,’* for whom, according to Marl 
x. 45 and xiv 24, His death shall serve as a ransom ? 1 

How came it that Jesus alone was arrested? Why were no 
witnesses called at His trial to testify that He had given Himself 
out to be the Messiah ? How is it that on the morning after His 
arrest the temper of the multitude seems to be completely changed 
so that no one stirs a finger to help Him ? ' 

In what form does Jesus conceive the resurrection, which He 
promises to His disciples, to be combined with the coming on the 
clouds of heaven, to which He points His judge ? In what relation 
do these predictions stand to the prospect held out at the time of 
the sending forth of the Twelve, but not realized, of the immediate 
appearance of the Son of Man ? 

What is the meaning of the further prediction on the way to 
Gethsemane (Mark xiv. a8) that after His resurrection He will go 
before the disciples into Galilee ? How is the other version of this 
saying (Mark xvi 7) to be explained, according to which it means, 
as spoken by the angel, that the disciples are to journey to Galilee 
to have their first meeting with the risen Jesus there, whereas, on 
the lips of Jesus, it betokened that, just as now as a sufferer He 
was going before them from Galilee to Jerusalem, so, after His 
resurrection. He would go before them from Jerusalem to Galilee? 
And what was to happen there? 

These problems were covered up by the naturalistic psycholog) 
as bj a bght snow-dnft The snow has melted, and they now stand 
out from the narratives like black points of rock. It is no longer 
allowable to avoid these questions, or to solve them, each by itself, 
by softening them down and giving them an interpretation by 
which the repotted facts acquire a quite different significance from 
that which they bear for the Evangelist Either the Marcan text 
as it stands is historical, and therefore to be retained, or it is not, 
and then it should be given up What is really unlustonca! is an) 
softening down of the wording, and the meaning which it naturally 
bears 

The sceptical and eschatological schools, however, go still 
farther in company If the connexion tn Mark is nail) _ no 
connexion, it is important to try to discover whether any principle 
can be discovered in this want of connexion Can any order be 
brought into the chaos? To this the answer is in the affirmative 
'I he complete want of connexion, with all its self-contradictions, 
is ultimately due to the fact that two representations of the life of 

1 Th'sc •’nit tie folio a me (,oc>uoni are ra.i=U more eaptt-aUr tn W' 1 * 
eftf t / tft rf /« n 



AGREEMENT AND DIFFERENCE 


335 


Jesus, or, to speak more accurately, of His public ministry, are here 
rushed into one, a natural and a deliberately supernatural re- 
presentation A dogmatic element has intruded itself into the 
description of this Life — something which has no concern with the 
events which form the outward course of that Life This dogmatic 
element is the Messianic secret of Jesus and all the secrets and 
concealments which go along with it 

Hence the irrational and self-contradictory features of the 
presentation of Jesus, out of which a rational psychology can make 
only something which is unhistoncal and does violence to the text, 
since it must necessarily get nd of the constant want of connexion 
and self-contradiction which belongs to the essence of the narrative, 
and portray a Jesus who was the Messiah, not one who at once 
was and was not Messiah, as the Evangelist depicts Him. When 
rational psychology conceives Him as one who was Messiah, but 
not in the sense expected by the people, that is a concession to the 
self-contradictions of the Marcan representation, which, however, 
does justice neither to the text nor to the history which it records, 
since the Gospel does not contain the faintest hint that the contra- 
diction was of this nature. 

Up to this point — up to the complete reconstruction of the 
system which runs through the disconnectedness, and the tracing 
back of the dogmatic element to the Messianic secret — there 
extends a close agreement between thoroughgoing scepticism and 
thoroughgoing eschatology The critical arguments are identical, 
the construction is analogous and based on the same principle 
The defenders of the modem psychological view cannot, therefore, 
play off one school against the otheT, as one of them proposed to 
do, but must deal with them both at once They differ only when 
they explain whence the system that runs through the disconnected- 
ness comes Here the ways divide* as Bauer saw long ago The 
inconsistency Detween the public life of Jesus and His Messianic 
claim lies either m the nature of the Jewish Messianic conception, 
or in the representation of the Evangelist There is, on the one 
hand, the eschatological solution, which at one stroke raises the 
Marcan account as it stands, with all its disconnectedness and in- 
consistencies, into genuine history, and there is, on the other 
hand, the literary solution, which regards the incongruous dogmatic 
element as interpolated by the earliest Evangelist into the tradition 
and therefore stnkes out the Messianic claim altogether from the 
historical Life of Jesus Tertium non iatur. 

But in some respects it really hardly matters which of the two 
'solutions” one adopts They are both merely wooden towers 
erected upon the solid mam building of the consentient cntical 
induction which offers the enigmas detailed above to modern 
uistoncal theology It is interesting m this connexion that Wrcde’s 
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scepticism is just as constructive as the eschatological outline of 
the Life of Jesus in the "Sketch ” 

Bruno Bauer chose the literary solution because be thought 
that we had no evidence for an eschatological expectation existing 
in the time of Christ. Wrede, though he follows Johannes Wets* 
m assuming the existence of a Jewish eschatological Messianic 
expectation, finds in the Gospel only the Christian conception of 
the Messiah "If Jesus," he thinks, "really knew Himself to be 
the Messiah and designated Himself as such, the genuine tradition 
is so closely interwoven with later accretions that it is not easj to 
recognise it.” In any case, Jesus cannot, according to Wrede, have 
spoken of His Messianic Coming in the way which the Synopasts 
report The Messiahsbip of Jesus, as we find it in the Gospel^ is a 
product of Early Christian theology correcting history according to 
its own conceptions 

It is therefore necessary to distinguish in Mark between the 
reported events which constitute the outward course of the histoiy 
of Jesus, and the dogmatic idea which claims to lay down the 
lines of its inward course. The principle of division is found in 


the contradictions 

The recorded events form, according to Wrede, the following 
picture. Jesus came forward as a teacher , 1 first and principally in 
Galilee. He was surrounded by a company of disciples, went 
about with them, and gave them instruction To some or them He 
accorded a special confidence. A larger multitude sometimes 
attached itself to Him, in addition to the disciples He is fonfl 
of discoursing in parables Besides the teaching there are the 
miracles These make a stir, and He is thronged by the multitudes 
He gives special attention to the cases of demoniacs He is in 
such dose touch with the people that He does not hesitate to 
associate even with publicans and sinners Towards the Law n 
takes up an attitude of some freedom He encounters t 
opposition of the Pharisees and the Jewish Mthonbes. s« 

traps for Him and endeavour to bring about His fall F,m J. ^ 
succeed, when He ventures to show Himself not onty mi Judaean 
soil but in Jerusalem He remains passive and is condemned to 
death The Roman administration supports the Jewish auJontiB 
"The texture of the Marcan narrative as we know it, conti 
Wrede, "is trot complete until to the warp of these genend 
histoncal notions there is added astrongwefto tdsmof * 

human characteristics, human aims and necessities 

1 « would perhaps be more historical to »J- ” as a prophet. 
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motive which runs throughout is rather a Divine decree which lies 
beyond human understanding This He seeks to fulfil alike in His 
actions and His sufferings The teaching of Jesus is accordingly 
supernatural ” On this assumption the want of understanding of 
the disciples to whom He communicates, without commentary, 
unconnected portions of this supernatural knowledge becomes 
natural and explicable. The people are, moreover, essentially “non- 
receptive of revelation ” 

“It is these motifs and not those which are inherently historical 
which give movement and direction to the Marcan narrative It is 
they that give the general colour On them naturally depends the 
mam interest, it is to them that the thought of the wnter is really 
directed. The consequence is that the general picture offered by 
the Gospel is not an historical representation of the Life of Jesus. 
Only some faded remnants of such an impression have been taken 
over into a supra-histoncal religious view In this sense the 
Gospel of Mark belongs to the history of dogma.” 

The two conceptions of the Life of Jesus, the natural and the 
supernatural, are brought, not without inconsistencies, into a kind 
of harmony by means of the idea of intentional secrecy. The 
Messiahship of Jesus is concealed m His life as m a closed dark 
lantern, which, however, is not quite closed— otherwise one could 
not see that it was there — and allows a few bright beams to 
escape. 

The idea of a secret which must remain a secret until the 
resurrection of Jesus could only arise at a time when nothing was 
known of a Messianic claim of Jesus during His life upon earth : 
that is to say, at a time when the Messiahship of Jesus was thought 
of as beginning with the resurrection But that is a weighty piece 
of indirect historical evidence that Jesus did not really profess to be 
the Messiah at all 

The positive fact which is to be inferred from this is that the 
appearances of the risen Jesus produced a sudden revolution m 
His disciples' conception of Him “The resurrection” is for 
Wrede the real Messianic event in the Life of Jesus. 

Who is responsible, then, for introducing this singular feature, 
so destructive of the real historical connexion, into the life of 
Jesus, which was in reality that of a teacher? It is quite im- 
possible, Wrede argues, that the idea of the Messianic secret is the 
invention of Mark " A thing like that is not done by a single 
individual It must, therefore, have been a view which was current 
in certain circles, and was held by a considerable number, though 
not necessarily perhaps by a very great number of persons To 
say this is not to deny that Mark had a share and perhaps a 
considerable share m the creation of the view which he sets forth 
. . the motfs themselves are doubtless not, in part at least. 
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Sltf* Evangdist, but the concrete embodiment ot them is 
c^inly his own work, and to this extent we may speak of a 

WhS thfw^r °[”7 WhlC . h manlfests ltself here and there 
Vhme the hne is to be drawn between what is traditional and 

what is individual cannot always be determined even by a careful 
?TOfind°tt ^ reCte<1 10 **“ Cnd We must Ieave lt commingled, 

The Marcan narrative has therefore ansen from the impulse to 
give a Messianic form to the earthly life of Jesus. This impulse 
was, howeveii restrained by the impression and tradition of the 
non-Messiamc character of the life of Jesus, which were still stronv 
and vivid, and it was therefore not able wholly to recast the matenal 

r L C °u ld bore lts mt0 11 and force * apart, as the roots 
of the bramble disintegrate a rock. In the Gospel literature which 
arose on the basis of Mark the Messianic secret becomes gradually 
of more subordinate importance and the life of Jesus more Messianic 
m character, until in the Fourth Gospel He openly comes before 
the people with Messianic claims 

In estimating the value of this construction we must not attach 
too much importance to its a pnon assumptions and difficulties 
In this respect Wrede's position is much more precarious than that 
of his precursor Bruno Bauer According to the latter the mteipola- 
tion of the Messianic secret is the personal, absolutely original act of 
the Evangelist Wrede thinks of it as a collective act, representing 
the new conception as moulded by the tradition before it was fixed 
by the Evangelist. That is very much more difficult to cany 
through Tradition altera its materials in a different way from 
that in which we find them altered in Mark. Tradition transforms 
from without Mark’s way of drawing secret threads of a different 
matenal through the texture of the tradition, without otherwise 
altering it, is purely literary, and could only be the work of an 
individual person 

A creative tradition would have earned out the theory of the 
Messianic secret in the life of Jesus much more boldly and logically, 
that is to say, at once more arbitrarily and more consistently 

The only alternative is to distinguish two stages of tradition 
in early Christianity, a naive, freely-working, earlier stage, and a more 
artificial later stage confined to a smaller circle of a more literary 
character Wrede does, as a matter of fact, propose to find in 
Mark traces of a simpler and bolder transformation which, leaving 
aside the Messianic secret, makes Jesus an openly-professed 
Messiah, and is therefore of a distinct origin from the conception 
of the secret Christ To this tradition may belong, he thinks, 
the entry into Jerusalem and the confession before tbe High 
Pnest, since these narratives "naively” imply an openly avowed 
Messiahship 
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The word “naively" is out of place herej a really naive 
tradition which intended to represent the entry of Jesus as Messianic 
would have done so in quite a different way from Mark, and would 
not have stultified itself so cunously as we find done even 
in Matthew, where the Gaklaean Passover pilgrims, after the 
"Messianic entry,” answer the question of the people of Jerusalem 
as to who it was whom they were acclaiming, with the words “ This 
is the Prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee ” (Matt xxi xi) 

The tradition, too, which makes Jesus acknowledge His 
Messiahship before His judges is not “naive” in Wrede's sense, 
for, if it were, it would not represent the High Priest’s knowledge 
of Jesus’ Messiahship as something so extraordinary and peculiar 
to himself that he can cite witnesses only for the saying about the 
Temple, not with reference to Jesus’ Messianic claim, and bases his 
condemnation only on the fact that Jesus m answer to his question 
acknowledges Himself as Messiah — and Jesus does so, it should 
be remarked, as in other passages, with an appeal to a future 
justification of His daim The confession before the council is 
therefore anything but a “naive representation of an openly 
avowed Messiahship ” 

The Messianic statements in these two passages present precisely 
the same remarkable character as in all the other cases to which 
Wrede draws attention. We have not here to do with a different 
tradition, with a clear Messianic light streaming in through the 
window-pane, but, just as elsewhere, with the rays of a dark lantern. 
The real point is that Wrede cannot bring these two passages 
within the lines of the theory of secrecy, and practically admits this 
by assuming the existence of a second and rather divergent line of 
tradition What concerns us is to note that this theory does not 
suffice to explain the two facts in question, the knowledge of Jesus’ 
Messiahship shown by the Galilaean Passover pilgrims at the time 
of the entry into Jerusalem, and the knowledge of the High Priest 
at His trial. 

We can only touch on the question whether any one who wished 
to date back m some way or other the Messiahship into die life of 
Jesus could not have done it much more simply by making Jesus 
give His closest followers some hints regarding it Why does the 
re-moulder of the history, instead of doing that, have recourse 
to a supernatural knowledge on the part of the demoniacs and the 
diswples? For Wrede rightly remarks, as Bruno Bauer and the 
Sketch ” also do, that the incident of Caesarea Philippi, as repre- 
sented by Mark, involves a miracle, since Jesus does not, as » 
generally supposed, reveal His Messiahship to Peter; it is Peter 
who meals it to Jesus (Mark mu 29) This fact, however, makei 
nonsense of the whole theory about the disciples’ want of under- 
standing It will not therefore fit mto the concealment theory. 
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., Her fd th f D ’ IS a third Messianic fact which cannot be brought 
leri? ° f ^ rede ’ s “Merely" theory of the Messianic 

-^ nd th “ e three facts are precisely the most important of 
p„" ? et f s c °nfession, the Entry into Jerusalem, and the High 
Priests knowledge of Jesus Messiahshipl In each case Wrede 
finds himself obliged to refer these to tradition instead of tc 
the literary inception of Mark* This tradition undermines his 
literary hypothesis, for the conception of a tradition always involves 
the possibility of genuine historical elements 

How gTeatly this inescapable intrusion of tradition weakens 
the theory of the literary interpolation of the Mes«flf.sh. r m t 0 
the history, becomes evident when we consider the story of the 
passion The representation that Jesus was publicly put to death 
as Messiah because He had publicly acknowledged Hunself to be 
so, must, hke the High Priest’s knowledge of His claim, be retired 
to the other tradition which has nothing to do with the Messianic 
secret, but boldly antedates the Messiahship without employing 
any finesse of that kind But that strongly tends to confirm the 
historicity of this tradition, and throws the burden of proof upon 
those who deny it It is wholly independent of the hypothesis 
of secrecy, and in fact directly opposed to it. If, on the other 
hand, m spite of all the difficulties, the representation that 
Jesus was condemned to death on account of His Messianic claims 
is dragged by main force into the theory of secrecy, the questton 
arises What interest bad the persons who set up the literary theory 
of secrecy, in representing Jesus as having been openly put to 
death as Messiah and in consequence of His Messianic claims? 
And the answer is "None whatever quite the contrary ■ Form 
doing so the theory of secrecy stultifies itself. As though one 
were to develop a photographic plate with painful care and, just 
when one had finished, fling open the shutters, so, on this hypothesis, 
the natural Messianic light suddenly shines into the room which 
ought to be lighted only by the rays of the dark lantern 

Here, therefore, the theory of secrecy abandoned the method 
which it had hitherto followed in regard to the traditional material 
For if Jesus was not condemned and crucified at Jerusalem as 


1 The difficulties which the incident at Caesarea Philippi places m the way of 
Wrede's construction may be realised by placing two of his statements side by 
side P tor "From tins it is evident that this incident contains bo element 
which cannot be easily understood on the basis of Mark's ideas " P 238 “ Bat 
in another aspect this incident stands in direct contradiction to the Marcan new 
of the disciples It is inconsistent with their general * want of understanding, 
and can therefore hardly have been created by Mark himself” 
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Messiah, a tradition must have existed which preserved the truth 
about the last conflicts, and the motives of the condemnation. This 
is supposed to have been here completely set aside by the theory of 
the secret Messiahship, which, instead of drawing its delicate threads 
through the older tradition, has simply substituted its own repre- 
sentation of events But in that case why not do away with the 
remainder of the public ministry? Why not at least get nd of the 
public appearance at Jerusalem? How can the crudeness of 
method shown m the case of the passion be harmonised with the 
skilful conservatism towards the non-Messianic tradition which it 
is obvious that the “ Marcan circle” has scrupulously observed 
elsewhere? 

If according to the original tradition, of which Wrede admits 
the existence, Jesus went to Jerusalem not to die, but to work there, 
the dogmatic view, according to which He went to Jerusalem to 
die, must have struck out the whole account of His sojourn in 
Jerusalem and His death, in order to put something else in its 
place What we now read in the Gospels concerning those last 
days in Jerusalem cannot be denved from the original tradition, 
for one who came to work, and, according to Wrede, “to work with 
decisive effect,” would not have cast all His preaching into the 
form of obscure parables of judgment and minatory discourses 
That is a style of speech which could be adopted only by one who 
was determined to force his adversaries to put him to death 
Therefore the narrative of the last days of Jesus must be, from 
beginning to end, a creation of the dogmatic idea And, as a 
matter of fact, Wrede, here in agreement with Weisse, “ sees grounds 
for asserting that the sojourn at Jerusalem is presented to us in the 
Gospels m a very much abridged and weakened version ” That is a 
euphemistic expression, for if it was really the dogmatic idea which 
was responsible for representing Jesus as being condemned as 
Messiah, it is not a mere case of “ abridging and weakening down," 
but of displacing the tradition in favour of a new one 

But if Jesus was not condemned as Messiah, on what grounds 
was He condemned ? And, again, what interest had those whose 
concern was to make the Messiahship a secret of His earthly life, in 
making Him die as Messiah, contrary to the receiv ed tradition ? And 
what interest could the tradition have had in falsifying history in 
that way ? Even admitting that the prediction of the passion to 
the disciples is of a dogmatic character, and is to be regarded as a 
creation of pnmitive Christian theology, the histone fact that He 
died would hare been a sufficient fulfilment of those sayings 
That He was publicly condemned and crucified as Messiah has 
nothing to do with the fulfilment of those predictions, and goes far 
beyond it 

To take a more general point, what interest had primitive 
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theology in dating back the Mcssiahship of Jesus to the time of 
His earthly ministry ? None whatever. Paul shows us with what 
complete indifference the earthly life of Jesus was regarded by 
primitive Christianity. The discourses in Acts show an equal 
indifference, since in them also Jesus hist becomes the Messiah by 
virtue of His exaltation To date the Mcssiahship earlier was not 
an undertaking which offered any advantage to pnmitive theology, 
in fact it would only have raised difficulties for it, since it involved 
the hypothesis of a dual Messiahship, one of earthly humiliation 
and one of future glory. The fact is, if one reads through the 
early literature one becomes aware that so long as theology had an 
eschatological orientation and was dominated by the expectation of 
the Parousia the question of how Jesus of Nazareth 11 had been ” the 
Messiah not only did not exist, but was impossible. Pnmitive 
theology is simply a theology of the future, with no interest in 
history i It was only with the decline of eschatological interest and 
the change in the orientation of Christianity which was connected 
therewith that an interest in the life of Jesus and the “historical 


Messiahship ” arose. 

That is to say, the Gnostics, who were the first to assert the 
Messiahship of the historical Jesus, and who were obliged to 
assert it precisely because they denied the eschatological 
conceptions, forced this view upon the theology of the Early 
Church, and compelled it to create in the Logos Chnstology an 
un-Gnostic mould m which to cast the speculative conception or 
the historical Messiahship of Jesus, and that is what we find in 
the Fourth Gospel Prior to the anti-Gnostic controversies wc find 
in the early Christian literature no conscious dating back of the 
Messiahship of Jesus to His earthly life, and no theological interest 
at work upon the dogmatic recasting of His history . 1 It ,s 
fore difficult to suppose that the Messianic secret in Mark, that 
is to say, in the very earliest tradition, was derived from 
primitive theology The assertion of the Messiahship of Jesus 
was wholly independent of the latter The instinct which led 
Bruno Bauer to explain the Messianic secret as the litcraiy 
invention of Mark himself was therefore quite correct Once 
suppose that tradition and primitive theology have anything to no 
with the matter, and the theory of the interpolation or the 
Messiahship into the history becomes almost impossible to cany 
through But Wrcde’s greatness consists precise!) m the fact that 
hcTwas compelled by Ins acute perception of the ^ 
the critical data to set as.de the pur cl, htcraty icrsion of be 
hypothesis and make Mark, so to speak, the instrument of th 
i The question of the nttnude of pro Onneme tjieologi tau 

exataioatioo. 
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literal? realisation of the ideas of a definite intellectual circle within 
the sphere of primitive theology 

The positive difficulty which confronts the sceptical theory is to 
explain how the Messianic beliefs of the first generation arose, if 
Jesus, throughout His life, was for all, even for the disciples, 
merely a “teacher," and gave even His intimates no hint of the 
dignity which He claimed for Himself. It is difficult to eliminate 
the Messiahship from the "Life of Jesus,” especially from the 
narrative of the passion; it is more difficult still, as Keim saw 
long ago, to bnng it back again after its elimination from the 
“Life "into the theology of the primitive Church. In Wrede’s 
acute and logical thinking this difficulty seems to leap to light. 

Since the Messianic secret m Mark is always connected with the 
resurrection, the date at which the Messianic belief of the disciples 
arose must be the resurrection of Jesus. “ But the idea of dating 
the Messiahship from the resurrection is certainly not a thought of 
Jesus, but of the primitive Church It presupposes the Church’s 
experience of the appearance of the risen Jesus ” 

The psychologist will say that the “resurrection experiences,” 
however they may be conceived, are only intelligible as based 
upon the expectation of the resurrection, and this again as based on 
references of Jesus to the resurrection But leaving psychology 
aside, let as accept the resurrection experiences of the disciples 
as a pure pyschological miracle Even so, how can the 
appearances of the risen Jesus have suggested to the disciples the 
idea that Jesus, the crucified teacher, was the Messiah? Apart 
from any expectations, how can tins conclusion have resulted for 
them from the mere " fact of the resurrection " ? The fact of the 
appearance did not by any means imply it In certain circles, 
indeed, according to Mark vt 14-16, in the very highest quarters, 
the resurrection of the Baptist was believed in ; but that did not 
make John the Baptist the Messiah. The inexplicable thing is that; 
according to Wrede, the disciples began at once to assert con- 
fidently and unanimously that He was the Messiah and would 
before long appear m glory. 

But how did the appearance of the nsen Jesus suddenly 
become for them a proof of His Messiahship and the basis of their 
eschatology ? That Wrede fails to explain, and so makes this 
event an “ historical " miracle which in reality is harder to 
believe than die supernatural event. 

Any one who holds “ historical ” miracles to be just as impossible 
as any other kind, even when they occur m a critical and sceptical 
f* H forced to the conclusion that the Messianic 
eschatological significance attached to the « resurrection experience ” 

>' the disciples implies some kind of Messianic eschatological 
ferences on the part of the historical Jesus which gave to the 
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\Vr« o h if ? Mcvwamc eschatological significance. Here 
\redc himself, though without admitting it, postulates some 
Messianic hints on the part of Jesus, since he concenes the 
inaki l ,C d 'f C ' pk ' 5 “ pon lbc rcsu «rcction to have been not 

nnJVw’ * b U 3 , . ,etK ^ , . nasrnuch as lhe y "dd something to it, 

f c d ’ ,C n,ain lh,n & »*»* was not implied 5 w the 
conception of the event ns such 

Here agi.n the merit of Wredc’s contribution to cnt.cism 
consists in the fact that he takes the position as it is and docs not 
trj to improve it artificially, Uruno Bauer and others supposed that 
he belief in the Mcssiahship of Jesus had slowly solidified out of a 
■ ,n . 0 ,E n<!C °us state, or had been forced into primitive theology 
by the literary invention of Mark Wrcde, however, feds himself 
obliged to base it upon an historical fact, and, moreover, the same 
tustoncal fact which is pointed to bj the sayings in the Synoptics 
and the Pauline theology But in so doing he creates an almost 
insurmountable difhiulty for his hypothesis 

\Vc can only briefly refer to the question what form theaceounts 
of the resurrection must have taken iF the histone fact which 
underlay them was the first surpnsed apprehension and recognition 
of the Messiah ship of Jesus on the part of the disciples. The 
Messianic teaching would necessarily in that case have been some- 
how or other put mto the mouth of the nsen Jesus It is, 
however, completely absent, because it was already contained in 
the teaching of Jesus during His earthly life The theory of 
Messianic secrecy must therefore have re moulded not merely the 
story of the passion, but .also that of the resurrection, removing the 
revelation of the Mcssiahship to the disciples from the latter in 
order to insert it into the public numstiy l 

IVrede, moreover, will only take account of the Marenn text as 
it stands, not of the historical possibility that the “ futuristic 
Mcssiahship” which meets us in the mysterious utterances of Jesus 
goes back in some form to a sound tradition Further he does 
not take the eschatological character of the teaching of Jesus into 
his calculations, but works on the false assumption that he can 
analyse the Marcan tcvt in and by itself and so discover the 
principle on winch it is composed He carries out experiments 
on the law of crystallisation of the narrative material m this Gospel, 
but instead of doing so m the natural and historical atmosphere he 
docs it in an atmosphere artificially neutralised, which contains no 
trace of contemporary conceptions 1 Consequently the conclusion 


1 Certain of tbe conceptions »ub which Wrcde operates ore simplj not “ 
accordance unfa the text, because he pn ea them a different significance from that 
which the) have in the narrative Thus, for example, he always tabes die 
••resurrection," when it occurs in the mouth of Jesus, os 8 reference to thvt 
resurrection which as nn historical fact became a matter of apprehended experience 
to the apostles But Jesus speaks without any distinction of His resurrection and of 
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based on the sum of his observations has in it something arbitrary. 
Everything which conflicts with the rational construction of the 
course of the history is referred directly to the theory of the 
concealment of the Messianic secret Bnt in the carrying out of 
that theory a nnmber of self-contradictions, without which it could 
not subsist, must be recognised and noted 

Thus, for example, all the prohibitions, 1 whatever they may refer 
to, even including the command not to make known His miracles, 
are referred to the same category as the injunction not to Teveal 
die Messianic secret But what justification is there for that? 
It presupposes that according to Mark the miracles could be 
taken as proofs of the Messiahship, an idea of which there is no 
hint whatever m Mark. “The miracles,” Wrede argues, “are 
certainly used by the earliest Christians as evidence of the nature 
and significance of Christ ... I need hardly point to the tact 
that Mark, not less than Matthew, Luke, and John, must have 
held the opinion that the miracles of Jesus encountered a wide- 
spread and ardent Messianic expectation ” 

In John this Messianic significance of the miracles is certainly 
assumed; but then the really eschatological view of things has 
here fallen into the background It seems indeed as if genuine 
eschatology excluded the Messianic interpretation of the miracles 
In Matthew the miracles of Jesus have nothing whatever to do 
with the proof of the Messiahship, bat, as is evident from the 
saying about Chorazm and Bethsaida, Matt xi 20-54, ore only 
an exhibition of mercy intended to awaken repentance; or, accord- 
ing to Matt xn 18, an indication of the nearness of the Kingdom 
of God They have as httle to do with the Messianic office as m 
the Acts of the Apostles * In Mark, from first to last, there is 

HuParansa. The ceoeepnoo of the resurrection, therefore, if oneato amveatit 
mdnctively from the Marcan text, a mat closely bound op with rhe Paronsia. The 
Ennsthst would Sms seem to lave made Jesus predict a different land of resurrection 
from that winch ideally happened. The resurrection, according to the Marcan 
teatiBBi eschatological event, and baa no reference whatever to Wrede’s " historical 
luuiiuAon." Further, if their resmrccoon espenencevnuthefintandfimdaineotnl 
pomt in the Messamc enlightenment of the dumpies, why did they only begm to 
it some weeks later? Thu a a problem which was long ago recognised by 
“tmmos, end which a not solved by merely assuming that the disciples were afraid 
P. 33 A The prohibitions in Merit I 43 and 44, v 43, vu 36, and vm ad 
•te Woo the same footing with the really Messanit prohibitions m nn 30 and is. 
Jt™ which may be a ss oc ia t ed also the imposmou of silence upon the demoniacs 
’motTOgnae ha MessHhdup in Mark 1 34andm sa > 

The natrativt in Mail, nr 82-33, aectndmg to which the daoples, after seeing 
, ■ rcP 00 ms, hail Him on Ha coming into the boat as the Son of God, 

of the deeds of Jesus « “deeds of Chnst/'mthemtioductioa to 
™S»ptiBs question h Malt, a a, do not cancel the old theory even m Matthew, 
“■““the Syaoptats, differing therein 60m the fourth Evangelist, do not represent 
”'«®and fee a sign as a demand for a Messamc sign, nor the cures wrought by 
as Messamc poofs of power. Theaetion of the demons in crying out upon 
whhlhe trades of heal* ' ietol ' Hri rtco S nmo ° of Hub , it has oothiag to do 
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not a single sj liable to suggest that the miracles have a Messianic 
significance. Eton admitting the possibility that the “miracles of 
Jesus encountered an ardent Messianic expectation,” that does not 
necessarily imply a Messianic significance in them To justify 
that conclusion requires the pre-supposition that the Messiah mas 
expected to be some kind of an earthly man who should do 
miracles This is presupposed by Wrede, by Bruno Bauer, and 
by modern theology m general, but it has not been proved, and it 
is at variance with eschatology, which pictured the Messiah to 
itself as a heavenly being in a world which was already being trans- 
formed into something supra mundane 

The assumption that the clue to the explanation of the 
command not to make known the miracles is to be found in the 
necessity of guarding the secret of the Messiahship is, therefor^ 
not justified Tne miracles are connected with the Kingdom and 
the nearness of the Kingdom, not with the Messiah. But Wrede 
is obliged to refer everything to the Messianic secret, because he 
leaves the preaching of the Kingdom out of account 

The same process is repeated in the discussion of the veiling 
of the mysteiy of the Kingdom of God m the parables of Mark if 
T he mystery of the Kingdom is for Wrede the secret of Jesus’ 
Messiahship "We have learned in the meantime,” he says, "that 
one main element in this mysteiy is that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God If Jesus, according to Mark, conceals his Messiab- 
ship, we are justified m interpreting the fi\xrrqpwv r?r JimnJuhB 
toi Oeov in the light of this fact" 

That is one of the weakest points in Wrede s whole weoiy 
Where is there any hint of this in these parables? Ano why 
should the secret of the Kingdom of God contain within it as one 
of its principal features the secret of the Messiahship of Jesus? 

"Mark’s account of Jesus’ parabolic teaching,” he concludes, 
“is completely unhistoricM,” because it is directly opposed to tne 
essential nature of the parables The ultimate reason, according 
to Wrede* why this whole view of the parables arose, was smp y 
“because the general opinion was already in existence that J 
bad revealed Himself to the disciples, but concealed Himself from 

thC Instead*of simply admitting that we are unable to * S “ T “ 
what the mysteiy of the Kingdom in Mark iv is, any montbu 
we can understand why it must be veiled, and numbering it mb g 
the unsolved problems of Jesus’ preaching of the Sj"S do ®> ^ 
forces this chapter made the lines of bis theory of the veiled 

Me Thed2ire of Jesus to be alone, too, and 

(Mark m *4 vmd ix. 3 o <0 “ ^ffti^ He^M bnngs 
connexion with the veiling oF the Messiahship He even o 6 
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the multitude, which m Mark x. 47 S, rebukes the blind beggar at 
Jencho who cned out to Jesus, into the service of his theory . , . 
ob the ground that the beggar had addressed Him as Son of 
David. But a& the narrative says is that they told him to hold 
his peace — to cease making an outcry— not that they did so 
because of bis addressing Jesus as “Son of David.” 

In an equally arbitrary fashion the surprising introduction of 
the "multitude” in Mark vm. 34, after the incident of Caesarea 
Phffippi, is dragged into the theory of secrecy. 1 Wrede does not 
feel the possibility or impossibility of the sudden appearance of 
the multitude in this locality as an historical problem, any more 
than he grasps the sudden withdrawal of Jesus from His public 
mmistty as primarily an historical question. Mark is for him a 
writer who is to be judged from a pathological pomt of view, a 
writer who, dominated by the fixed idea of introducing everywhere 
the Messianic secret of Jesus, is always creating mysterious and 
Unintelligible situations, even when these do not directly serve die 
interests of his theory, and who in some of his descriptions, writes 
in a ratbef "fairy-tale " style. When all is said, his treatment of 
the history scarcely differs from that of the fourth Evangelist. 

The absence of historical prepossessions which Wrede skilfully 
assumes in his examination of the connexion in Mark is not really 
complete. He is bound to refer everything inexplicable to the 
principle of the concealment of the Messiabship, which is the only 
principle that he recognises in the dogmatic stratum of the 
narrative, and is consequently obliged to deny the historicity of 
such passages, whereas in reality the veiling of the Messiahship is 
only involved In a few places and is there indicated in dear and 
simple words. He is unwilling to recognise that there is a second, 
wider curcfe of mystery which has to do, not with Jesus’ Messiahship, 
but with Ha preaching of the Kingdom, with the mysteiy of the 
tungdom of God in the wider sense, and that within this second 
oucte there he a number of historical problems, above all the 
mission of the Twelve and the inexplicable abandonment of public 
activity on the part of Jesus which followed soon afterwards His 
raotake consists in ende&vounng by violent methods to subsume 
tnemore general, the mysteiy of the Kingdom of God, under the 
! he of the Messiahship, instead of inserting 

Rhi^tom^God. 811181161 dtde ’ Withm ^ Wlder> tbe secret of the 

occ^(m h t. d ^. n0t deal ^ the tea ® hin S « f Jesus, he has no 
occasion to take account of the secret of the Kingdom of God. 

fumWnS 6 •i nDre because corresponding to one 

aamental idea of the Messianic secret there is a parallel, 

e *® mpIe * the theory tout utmost limits see 
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more general dogmatic conception in Jesus' preaching of the 
Kingdom For if Jesus in Matt x. gives the disciples nothing to 
take with them on their mission but predictions of suffering, ff at 
the very beginning of His ministry He closes the Beatitudes with 
a blessing upon the persecuted , if in Mark vui 34 ff He warns the 
people that they will have to choose between life and life, between 
death and death ; if, in short, from the firsts He loses no opportunity 
of preaching about suffering and following Him in His suffenngs, 
that is just as much a matter of dogma as His own suffenngs and 
predictions of suffenngs For m both cases the necessity of 
suffering, the necessity of facing death, is not “a necessity of the 
historical situation,” not a necessity which arises out of the circum- 
stances; it is an assertion put forth without empirical basis, a 
prophecy of storm while the sky is blue, since neither Jesus nor 
the people to whom He spoke were undergoing any persecution , 
and when His fate overtook Him not even the disciples were 
involved in it It is distinctly remarkable that, except for a few 
meagre references, the enigmatic character of Jesus’ constant 
predictions of suffering has not been discussed in the lafe-of-Jesus 


literature 1 

What has now to be done, therefore, is, in contradistinction to 
Wrede, to make a critical examination of the dogmatic element in 
the life of Jesus on the assumption that the atmosphere of the tame 
was saturated with eschatology, that is, to keep in even closer touch 
with the facts than Wrede does, and moreover, to proceed, not 
from the particular to the general, but from the general to the 
particular, carefully considering whether the dogmatic element is 
not precisely the historical element For, after all, why should 
not Jesus think in terms of doctrine, and make bistoiy m action 
just as well as a poor Evangelist can do it on paper, under tne 
pressure of the theological interests of the primitive community 
Once again, however, we must repeat that the critical analysis 
and the assertion of a system running through the disorder are me 
same m the eschatological as in the sceptical hypothesis, only mat 
in the eschatological analysis a number of problems Hhe 
clearly to light The two constructions are related like Ae bones 
and cartilage of the body The general strucmre » 
only that in the case of the one a solid subs* 
distributed even in the minutest portions, giving * 
solidity, while m the other case this is lacking This reinforcing 

substance is the eschatological ^Id-view 

How is it to be explained that Wredei m spite of the escnar^ 

m S'* 

1 It » always assumed as sdf-erafcnt that Jesrn '» 

ssssi 

hint of that in the text 
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investigating the connecting principle of the life of Jesus, simply 
leave eschatology out of account? The blame rests with the 
eschatological school itself, for it applied the eschatological 
explanation only to the preaching of Jesus, and not even to the 
whole of this, but only to the Messianic secret, instead of using 
it also to throw light upon the whole public work of Jesus, the 
connexion and want of connexion between the events It repre- 
sented Jesus as dunking and speaking eschatologically in some of 
the most important passages of His teaching, but for the rest gave 
as uneschatological a presentation of His life as modem historical 
theology had done The teaching of Jesus and the history of 
Jesus were set in different keys Instead of destroying the 
modern-historical scheme of the life of Jesus, or subjecting it 
to a rigorous examination, and thereby undertaking the performance 
of a highly valuable service to criticism, the eschatological theory 
confined itself within the limits of New Testament Theology, and 
left it to Wrede to reveal one after another by a laborious purely 
critical method the difficulties which from its point of view it 
might have grasped historically at a single glance. It inevitably 
follows that Wrede is unjust to Johannes Weiss and Johannes 
Weiss towards Wrede . 1 

It is quite inexplicable that the eschatological school, with its 
clear perception of the eschatological dement in the preaching 
of the Kingdom of God, did not also hit upon the thought of the 
“ dogmatic ” element in the history of Jesus. Eschatology is simply 
“dogmatic history” — history as moulded by theological beliefs — 
which breaks m upon the natural course of history and abrogates 
it Is it not even a pnon the only conceivable view that the 
conduct of one who looked forward to His Messianic “ Parousia ” 
m the near future should be determined, not by the natural course 
of events, but by that expectation ? The chaotic confusion of the 
nanahves ought to have suggested the thought that the events 
had been thrown into this confusion by the volcanic force of an 
incalculable personality, not by some kind of carelessness or freak 
of the tradition 


eschatological school shotted a certain timidity in drawing the 
of J** recognition of the character of the preaching of Jesus and 
J f '? m *e eschatological standpoint can be seen from Johannes 

’"!*• The Earliest Gospel" (Das SUest t Evangehum), Gbttmgen, 1903, 
ii PP Ingenious and interesting as tbs work is m detail, one is surprised to 
between' mf r ? ch !" e ** here endeavouring to distinguish 

,£ d .. . U f- Mgrk y- " »° PO‘»t to examples of Pauline influence, to 
t ™ rly the tendencies which guided, respectively, the original Evangelist 
“ ,f he d,d “ fcta 4 batologSal v£w JZ 

pnchJESf fr J .T ?i dominant conception which gives him a clue to quite a different 
be actually applies Against Wrede he brings forward 
teruud*w^ e HiL* hlcb ”* w0rthy of attention, but he can hardly be said to have 

for w “* ,o ^ ~ « 
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A very little consideration suffices to show that there is some, 
thing quite incomprehensible in the public ministry of Jesus taken 
as a whole According to Mark it lasted less than a year, for since 
he speaks of only one Passover-journey we may conclude that no 
other Passover fell within the period of Jesus’ activity as a teacher 
If it is proposed to assume that He allowed a Passover to go by 
without going up to Jerusalem, His adversaries, who took Him 
to task about hand-washings and about rubbing the ears of com 
on the Sabbath, would certainly have made a roost senous matter 
of this, and we should have to suppose that the Evangelist for some 
reason or other thought fit to suppress the feet That is to say, 
the burden of proof lies upon those who assert a longer duration 
for the ministry of Jesus 

Until they have succeeded in proving it, we may assume 
something like the following course of events Jesus, m going up 
to a Passover, came in contact with the movement initiated by John 
the Baptist m Judaea, and, after the lapse of a little time — if we 
bring into the reckoning the forty days’ sojourn in the wilderness 
metioned in Mark 1, 13, a few weeks later — appeared in Galilee 
proclaiming the near approach of the Kingdom of God Accord, 
mg to Mark He had known Himself since His baptism to be the 
Messiah, but from the historical point of view that does not matter, 
since history is concerned with the first announcement of the 
Messiahship, not with inward psychological processes 1 

This work of preaching the Kingdom was continued until the 
sending forth of the Twelve j that is to say, at the most for a few 
weeks Perhaps in the saying "the harvest is great but the 
labourers are few," with which Jesus closes His work pnor to 
sending forth the disciples, there lies an allusion to the actual 
state of the natural fields The flocking of the people to Him after 
the Mission of the Twelve, when a great multitude thronged about 
Him for several days during His journey along the northern shore 
of the lake, can be more naturally explained if the harvest had 
just been brought in 

However that may be, it is certain that Jesus, in the midst of 
His initial success, left Galilee, journeyed northwards, and only 
resumed His work as a teacher in Judaea on the way to Jerusalem I 
Of His " public ministry," therefore, a large section fells out, being 
cancelled by a period of inexplicable concealment , it dwindles to 


' Wrede certainly goes too far in assarting- that even in Mark’s version the 
experience at the baptism is conceived as an open miracle, perceptible to others 
The nay in which the revelations to the prophets are recounted in the Old Testament 
does not make In favour of this Otherwise we should have to suppose that tao 
Evangelist described the incident as a miracle which took place in the presence 01 
a multitude without perceiving that in Una ease the Messianic secret was a secret 
no longer If so, the story of the baptism stands on the same footing as the story 
of the Messianic entry it I* a revelation of the Messiahship which has absolutely 
ao results. 
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a few weeks of preaching here and there in Galilee and the few 
days of His sojourn in Jerusalem 1 

But in that case the public life of Jesus becomes practically 
unintelligible The explanation that His cause m Galilee was lost, 
and that He was obliged to dee, has not the slightest foundation 
in the text 4 That was recognised even by Ketm, the inventor 
of the successful and unsuccessful penods in the life of Jesus, 
as is shown by his suggestion that the Evangelists had intentionally 
removed the traces of failure from the decisive period which led 
up to the northern journey. The controversy over the washing 
of hands in Mark vu 1-33, to which appeal is always made, is 
really a defeat for the Pharisees. The theory of the “ desertion 
of the Gahlaeans,” which appears with more or less artistic variations 
m all modem Lives of Jesus, owes its existence not to any other 
confirmatory fact, but simply to the circumstance that Mark makes 
the simple statement. “And Jesus departed and went into the 
region of Tyre” (vu. 34) without offering any explanation of this 
decision. 


The only conclusion which the text warrants is that Mark 
mentioned no reason because he knew of none The decision 
of Jesus did not rest upon the recorded facts, since it ignores these, 
but upon considerations lying outside the history. His life at 
this period was dominated by a “dogmatic idea” which rendered 
Him indifferent to all else . . . even to the happy and successful 
work as a teacher which was opening before Him. How could 
Jesus the "teacher” abandon at that moment a people so anxious 
to learn and so eager for salvation ? His action suggests a doubt 
whether He really felt Himself to be a “teacher” If all the 
controversial discourses and sayings and answers to questions, 
which were so to speak wrung from Him, were subtracted from 
the sum of His utterances, how much of the didactic preaching 
of Jesus would be left over ? 

But even the supposed didactic preaching is not really that 
of a "teacher,” since the purpose of His parables was, accord- 
ing to Mark iv. ro-ia, not to reveal, but to conceal, and of the 
Kingdom of God He spoke only in parables (Mark iv 34). 

Perhaps, however, we are not justified m extending the theory 


a nwmM statement of Mark that Jesus, coming out of the north, appeared for 
“ST*? “ Deca P° lls and Capernaum, and then started off to the north 
it stands J. may here provisionally be left out of account since 

relation with the twofold account of the feeding of the multitude. So 
TOhm'r n , C , a i Pta ™ Ce i nd disappearance of the people (Mark vni 34.1*. 30) 
tesus iwn**! p ^ 55cd rr °J er These statements make no difference to the fact that 

S Ihcr nnnkhf, *!“ * Wk “ &J,1 “ * ot0 r **** «»>» «« Twelve, 

t ^ at m ? 5t a < J u * (e transient contact with the peopte. 

set the n f th r a . c ?SH i “ d ,msuccessfu, periods in the work of Jesus 

P 3t, "The four Pre-suppoauons of the Modem Historical 
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of concealment, simply because it is mentioned in connexion with 
the first parable, to all the parables which He ever spoke, for 
it is never mentioned again It could hardly indeed be applied 
to the parables with a moral, like that, for instance, of the pearl 
of great price It is equally inapplicable to the parables of coming 
judgment uttered at Jerusalem, m which He explicitly exhorts 
the people to be prepared and watchful in view of the coming of 
judgment and of the Kingdom But here too it is deserving of 
notice that Jesus, whenever He desires to make known anything 
further concerning the Kingdom of God than just its near approach, 
seems to be confined, as it were by a higher law, to the parabolic 
form of discourse. It is as though, for reasons which we cannot 
grasp, His teaching lay under certain limitations It appears as 
a kind of accessory aspect of His vocation Thus it was possible 
for Him to give up His work as a teacher even at the moment 


when it promised the greatest success 

Accordingly the fact of His always speaking in parables and 
of His taking this inexplicable resolution both point back to a 
mysterious pre-supposition which greatly reduces the importance of 
Jesus' work as a teacher 

One reason for this limitation is distinctly stated in Mark iv 
10-12, vis predestination 1 Jesus knows that the truth which He 
offers is exclusively for those who have been definitely chosen, that 
die general and public announcement of His message could only 
thwart the plans of God, since the chosen are already winning ftar 
salvation from God Only the phrase, “ Repent for the Kingdom 
of God is at hand " and its variants belong to the public preaching 
And this, therefore, is the only message which He commits to 
His disciples when sending them forth What this repentance, 
supplementary to the law, the special ethic of the interval before 
the coming of the Kingdom ( Intenmseffak ) is, in its P°» tiv « 
acceptation. He explains in the Sermon on the Mount But au 
that goes beyond that simple phrase must be publicly presentea 
only m parables, in order that those only, who are ^ 
possess predestination by having the initial knowledge wh.ch enables 
them to understand the parables, may receive a more advance* 
knowledge, which is imparted to them in a measure corresponding 
f "their original degree of knowledge « Unto him that bath shaU 
be given, and from him that hath not shall be taken away eve 

that which he hath " (Mark iv 24-25) . . It IS 

The predestmarian view goes along with the eschatology 
unshed to its utmost consequences in the closing incident 
parable of tire mamage of the King’s son (Matt xxu x-uj wherefte 
P . _ reenonse to a publicly issued invitation, sits down at 
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Tie ethical idea of salvation and the predesrinanan hnwtation 
of acceptance to the elect ate constantly m conflict m the n ir.n 
of Jesus In one case, however, He finds relief m the thoufht c! 
predestination When the rich young man turned way, not ha .ir.; 
strength to give up his possessions for the sake of following k“.' 
as he had been commanded to do, Jesus and His disciple', were 
farced to draw toe conclusion that he, like other nch men, tmlr", 
and could not enter into toe Kingdom of God But imn.cil'-tc'y 
afterwards Jesus makes the suggestion, “With men it is impn'Sih’c. 
hut not mth God, for with God all things are possible" (Marl * 
17-2J}. That is, He will not give up the hope that the jotii.g 
man, in spite of appearances, which are against him, will be found 
to have belonged to the Kingdom ol God, solely in virtue of t! e 
secret all-powerful will of God. Of a « conversion " of the voanc 
man there is no question ” 

In toe Beatitudes, on the other hand, the argument is reverted • 
the predestination is inferred from its outward manifestation. It rr- v 
£5 but they are really predcsimamn m form, 

aretoepeac Rj 
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therefore contain the explanation why the Kingdom must non come, 
and how men are to know how near it is. For the gcnetal fact 
that it is very near had already been openly proclaimed both by 
the Baptist and by Jesus The mystery, therefor^ must consist of 
something more than that 

.In these parables it is not the idea of development, but of the 
apparent absence of causation which occupies the foremost place 
The description aims at suggesting the question, how, and by what 
power, incomparably great and glorious results can be infallibly 
produced by an insignificant fact without human aid A man 
sowed seed Much of it was lost, but the little that fell into good 
ground brought forth a harvest — thirty, sixty, an hundredfold — 
which left no trace of the loss in the sowing How did that 


come about? 

A man sows seed and does not trouble any further about it— 
cannot indeed do anything to help it, but he knows that after a 
definite time the glorious harvest which arises out of the seed will 
stand before him By what power is that effected ? 

An extremely minute gram of mustard seed is planted in the 
earth and there necessarily arises out of it a great bush, which 
cannot certainly have been contained in the gram of seed How 


was that? .... 

What the parables emphasise is, therefore, so to speak, the 
m itself negative, inadequate, character of the initial fac^ upon 
which, as by a miracle, there follows in the appointed time, 
through the power of God, some great thing. They lay stress 
not upon the natural, but upon the miraculous character of such 


But what is the initial fact of the parables? It » the so g. 
It is not said that by the man who sows the seed Jesus means 
Himself The man has no importance In the parable of th 
mustard seed he is not even mentioned All that is asserted 
that the initial fact is already present, as certainly present as th 
tune of the sowing is past at the moment when Jesus sjwals r 
heme so the Kingdom of God must follow as certainly as hams 

so with the same absolute confidence he may believe m 

Kingdom by the power of God , one who 

et-WJis - 
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and the harvest ripening, for he sees the one fact in the other, and 
awaits along with the earthly harvest the heavenly, the revelation 
of the Kingdom of God 

If we loot into the thought more closely we see that the coming 
of the Kingdom of God is not only symbolically or analogically, 
but also really and temporally connected with the harvest The 
harvest ripening upon earth is the last ' With it comes also the 
Kingdom of God which brings in the new age. When the reapers 
are sent into the fields, the Lord in Heaven will cause His harvest 
to be reaped by the holy angels 

If the three parables of Mark iv. contain the mystery of the 
Kingdom of God, and aTe therefore capable of being summed up m 
a single formula, this can be nothing else than the joyful exhortation : 
“Ye who have eyes to see, read, in the harvest which is ripening 
upon earth, what is being prepared in heaven 1 " The eager eschato- 
logical hope was to regard the natural process as the last of its 
kind, and to see m it a special significance m view of the event 
of which it was to give the signal 

The analogical and temporal parallelism becomes complete if 
we assume that the movement initiated by the Baptist began in the 
spring, and notice that Jesus, according to Matt ix. 37 and 38, 
before sending out the disciples to make a speedy proclamation 
of the nearness of the Kingdom of God, uttered die remarkable 
saying about the nch harvest It seems like a final expression of 
the thought contained in the parables about the seed and its 
promise, and finds its most natural explanation in the supposition 
that the harvest was actually at hand 

Whatever may be thought of this attempt to divine historically 
the secret of the Kingdom of God, there is one thing that cannot be 
got away from, viz that the initial fact to which Jesus points, under 
the figure of the sowing, is somehow or other connected with the 
eschatological preaching of repentance, which had been begun by 
the Baptist 

That may be the more confidently asserted because Jesus m 
another mysterious saying describes the days of the Baptist as a 
time which makes preparation for the coming of the Kingdom of 
God “From the days of John the Baptist,” He says m Matt, xi 
1 a, “even until now, the Kingdom of Heaven is subjected to 
violence, and the violent wrest it to themselves ” The saying has 
nothing to do with the entering of individuals into the Kingdom, 
it simply asserts, that since the coming of the Baptist a certain 
number of persons are engaged in forcing on and compelling the 
coming of the Kingdom Jesus’ expectation of the Kingdom is an 
expectation based upon a fact which exercises an active influence 
upon the Kingdom of God It was not He, and not the Baptist 
who “ were working at the coming of the Kingdom it is the host 
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of penitents which is wnnging it from God, so that it may now 
come at any moment 

The eschatological insight of Johannes Weiss made an end of 
the modem view that Jesus founded the Kingdom It did away 
with all activity, as exercised upon the Kingdom of God, and made 
the part of Jesus purely a waiting one Non the activity comes 
back into the preaching of the Kingdom, but this time eschato- 
logically conditioned. The secret of the Kingdom of God which 
Jesus unveils in the parables about confident expectation m 
Mark iv, and declares m so many words in the eulogy on the 
Baptist (Matt xi }, amounts to this, that in the movement to which 
the Baptist gave the first impulse, and which still continued, there 
was an initial fact which was drawing after it the coming of the 
Kingdom, in a fashion which was miraculous, unintelligible, but 
unfailingly certain, since the sufficient cause for it lay ’n the power 
and purpose of God 

It should be observed that Jesus in these parables, as well as 
m the related saying at the sending forth of die Twelve^ uses the 
formula, “ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear " (Mark iv. 23 
and Matt xi 15), thereby signifying that in this utterance there 
lies concealed a supernatural knowledge concerning the plans ol 
God, which only those who have ears to hear — that is, the fore- 
ordained— can detect For others these sayings are unintelligible 

If this genuinely “historical" interpretation of the mystery of 
the Kingdom of God is correct, Jesus must have expected the 
coming of the Kingdom at harvest tine And that is just what He 
did expect It is for that reason that He sends out His disciples 
to make known in Israel, as speedily as may be, what is about to 
happen That in this He is actuated by a dogmatic idea, becomes 
clear when we notice that, according to Mark, the mission of the 
Twelve followed immediately on the rejection at Naxareth The 
unreceptiveness of the Nazarenes had made no impression upon 
Him, He was only astonished at their unbelief (Mark w. 6) 
This passage is often interpreted to mean that He astonished 
to find as miracle-working power fail Him . There « no lurtof 
that in the text What He is astonished at is, that in Ha native 
S^Stere w«e so few believers, that is, elect, knowmg as He does 

that the Kingdom of God may appear at any mome " t 4 . B “‘ ‘ 

makes no difference whatever to the nearness of the coming 

° f * Th^Ev awrel 1st, therefore, places the rejection at Nazareth and 

ii^gSsssas 
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the history was determined, not by outward events, but by the 
decisions of Jesus, and these were determined by dogmatic^ 
eschatological considerations 

To how great an extent this was the case m regard to the 
mission of the Twelve is clearly seen from the "charge ” which Jesus 
gave them. He tells them m plain words (Matt. x. 23), that He 
does not expect to see them back in the present age The Parousia 
of the Son of Man, which is logically and temporally identical with 
the dawn of the Kingdom, will take place before they shall have 
completed a hasty journey through the cities of Israel to announce 
it That the words mean this and nothing else, that they ought 
not to be in any way weakened down, should be sufficiently evident 
This is the form in which Jesus reveals to them the secret of the 
Kingdom of God. A few days later, He utters the saying about 
the violent who, since the days of John the Baptist are forcing on 
the coming of the Kingdom 

It is equally clear, and here the dogmatic considerations which 
guided the resolutions of Jesus become still more prominent, that 
this prediction was not fulfilled. The disciples returned to Him , 
and the appealing of the Son of Man had not taken place. The 
actual histoiy disavowed the dogmatic history on which the action 
of Jesus had been based An event of supernatural history which 
must take place, and must take place at that particular point of 
time, failed to come about That was for Jesus, who hved wholly 
in the dogmatic history, the first "historical” occurrence, the 
central event which closed the former penod of His activity and 
gave the coming period a new character To this extent modern 
theology is justified when it distinguishes two periods in the Life of 
Jesus, an earlier, in which He is surrounded by the people^ a later 
in which He is "deserted” by them, and travels about with the 
Twelve only It is a sound observation that the two penods are 
sharply distinguished by the attitude of Jesus. To explain this 
difference of attitude, which they thought themselves bound to 
account for on natural historical grounds, theologians of the modem 
historical school invented the theory of growing opposition and 
waning support Weisse, no doubt, had expressed himself in direct 
opposition to this theory 1 Keim, who gav e it its place in theology, 
was aware that m setting it up he was going against the plain sense 
of the texts Later writers lost this consciousness, just as m the 
first and third Gospel the significance of the Messianic secret m 

* Weuse found that there was no hint in the sources of the desertion of the peop'e. 
smee according to these Jesus was opposed only by the Pharisees, not br the people. 
The abandonment of the Gallia can work. and the departure to Jerusa'en, must, he 
thought, hare been due to some nnreco-ded fact which revealed to Jems that the 
time had come to act m this way Perhaps, he adds, it was the waning of Jests 
miracle v. erlang po ter which caused the change in His attitude, smee 1. is remarkable 
that He performed no further miracles during His sojourn at Jerusalem 
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Mark gradually faded away , they imagined that they could find the 
basis of fact for the theory in the texts, and did not realise that 
they only believed m the desertion of the multitude and die 
"fights and retirements ” of Jesus because they could not otherwise 
explain historically the alteration in His conduct^ His withdrawal 
from public work, and His resolve to die. 

The thoroughgoing eschatological school makes better work of 
lb They recognise in the non-occurrence of the Parousia promised 
in Matt x *3, the “histone fact," in the estimation of Jesus, which 
m some way determined the alteration m His plans, and His 
attitude towards the multitude 


The whole history of “Christianity” down to the present day, 
that is to say, the real inner history of it, is based on die delay of 
the Parousia, the non-occurrence of the Parousia, the abandonment 
of eschatology, the progress and completion of the “de-eschatologis- 
mg” of religion which has been connected therewith It should 
be noted that the non-fulfilment of Matt x 23 is the first postpone- 
ment of the Parousia. We have therefore here the first significant 


«, the “histoiy of Christianity ", it gives to die work of Jesus 
a new direction, otherwise inexplicable 

Here we recognise also why the Marcan hypothesis, in con- 
structing its view of the Life of Jesus, found itself obliged to 
have recourse more and more to the help of modem psychology, 
and thus necessarily became more and more unhistoncal The 
fact which alone makes possible an understanding of the whole, is 
laz-l-mg in this Gospel. Without Matt x. and xi everything 
remains pn. gmatic For this reason Bruno Bauer and Wrede are 
m then own way the only consistent representatives of the Marcan 
hypothesis from the point of view of historical criticism, when they 
amvtt at the result that the Marcan account is inherently un- 
intelligible Keim, with his strong sense of historical reality, rightly 
felt that the plan of the Life of Jesus should not be constructed 

exclusively on the basis of Mark. 

The recognition that Mark alone gives an inadequate basis, is 
more important than any "Ur-Markus” theories, for *h ,ch * “ 
impossible to discover a literary foundation, or find an historical use 
A ample induction from the “facts" takes us beyond Mark. In 
the discourse-material of Matthew, which the modem-histone^ 
school thought they could sift in here and there, wherever these 
seemed to bf room for it, there he hidden certam facte-Iacts whi 

never happened but are all the more important for that 

Why Mark describes the events and discourses m the • 

J, J the mission of the Twelve with such careful authenbrenon 

Is insoluble. 
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The prediction of the Parousia of the Son of Man is not the 
only one which remained unfulfilled There is the prediction of 
sufferings which is connected with it To put it more accurately, 
the prediction of the appearing of the Son of Man in Matt x 23 
runs up into a prediction of sufferings, which, working up to a 
finnan^ forms the remainder of the discourse at the sending forth 
of the disciples This prediction of sufferings has as little to do 
with objective history as the prediction of the Parousia. Con- 
sequently, none of the laves of Jesus, which follow the lines of a 
natural psychology, from Weisse down to Oskar Holtzmann, can 
make anything of it 1 They either strike it out, or transfer it 
to the last “gloomy epoch” of the life of Jesus, regard it as 
an unintelligible anticipation, or put it down to the account of 
“primitive theology," which serves as a scrap-heap for every- 
thing for which they cannot find a place in the “historical life 
of Jesus ” 

In the texts it is quite evident that Jesus is not speaking of 
sufferings after His death, but of sufferings which will befall them 
as soon as they have gone forth from Him The death of Jesus is 
not here pre-supposed, but only the Parousia of the Son of Man, 
and it is implied that this will occur just after these sufferings and 
bring them to a dose. If the theology of the primitive Church 
had remoulded the tradition, as is always being asserted, it would 
have made Jesus give His followers directions for their conduct 
after His death That we do not find anything of this kind is 
the best proof that there can be no question of a remoulding 
of the Life of Jesus by primitive theology How easy it would 
have been for the Early Church to scatter here and there 
through the discourses of Jesus directions which were only to 
be applied after His death 1 But the simple fact is that it did 
not do so 

The sufferings of which the prospect is held out at the sending 
forth are doubly, trebly, nay four times over, unhistorical In the 
first place — and this is the only point which modern historical 
theology has noticed — because there is not a shadow of a 
suggestion in the outward circumstances of anything which could 
form a natural occasion for such predictions of, and exhortations 
relating to, sufferings In the second place — and this has been 
overlooked by modem theology because it had already declared 
them to be unhistoncal m its own characteristic fashion, viz by 
striking them out — because they were not fulfilled. In the third 
place — and this has not entered into the mind of modem theology 
at all — because these savings were spoken in the closest connexion 

1 The most logical attitude in regard ton is Boussets, who p-oposes to treat 
the mission and e\ erything connected with it as a “confused and unintelligible" 
tradition. ' 
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with the promise of the Parousia and are placed in the closest 
connexion with that event In the fourth place, because the 
description of that which is to befall the discijries is quite without 
any basis in experience A time of general dissension will begin, 
in which brothers will nse up against brother^ and fathers against 
sons and children against their parents to cause them to be put 
to death (Matt x. 21} And the disciples “shall be hated of all 
men for His name’s sake ” Let them strive to hold out to the 
"end," that is, to the coming of the Son of Man, in order that they 
may be saved (Matt x a a) 

But why should they suddenly be hated and persecuted for the 
name of Jesus, seeing that this name played no part whatever m 
their preaching ? That is simply inconceivable The relation of 
Jesus to the Son of Man, the feet, that is to say, that it is He who 
is to be manifested as Son of Man, must therefore in some way or 
other become known in the interval ; not, however, through the 
disciples, but by some other means of revelation. A kind of super- 
natural illum inatio n will suddenly make known all that Jesus has 
been keeping secret regarding the Kingdom of God and His 
position in the Kingdom This illumination will anse as suddenly 
and without preparation as the spirit of strife 

And as a matter of fact Jesus predicts to the disciples in the 
s pmA discourse that to their own suipnse a supernatural wisdom 
will suddenly speak from their bps, so that it will be not they hat 
the Spirit of God who will answer the great ones of the earth As 
the Spirit is for Jesus and early Christian theology something con- 
crete which is to descend upon the elect among mankind only m 
consequence of a definite event— the outpouring of the Spint which, 
according to the prophecy of Jodi, should precede the day of >dg 
ment— Jesus must have anticipated that this would occur during 
the absence of the disciples, in the midst of the time of strife and 


To put it differently , the whole of the discouree at the sending 
forth of the Twelve* taken in the clear sense of the words, «s ^pre- 
diction of the events of the "time of the end,” *re 

immediately at hand, in which the supernatural eschatologicd 

course of history will break through into the natural ^ 

expectation of sufferings is therefore doctrinal and unbistoncal, as 
iJnreaselv in the same way, the expectation of the pounng forth 

Man is to be preceded according to the Messianic dogma b> a 

STXd .r ite »' *• 

that according to Joe! in. ana iv r th/orelude to the judg- 
along with the miraculous signs, judgment 

ment , and also, that in the same context, Joel u. r 3 , the juogm 
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is described as the harvest-day of God 1 Here we have a remark- 
able parallel to the saying about the harvest in Matt ix 38, which 
Forms the introduction to the discourse at the sending forth of the 
disciples 

There is only one point in which the predicted course of 
eschatological events is incomplete the appearance of Elias is 
not mentioned 

Jesus could not prophesy to the disciples the Farousia of the 
Son of Man without pointing them, at the same time, to the pre- 
eschatological events which must first occur He must open to 
them a part of the secret of the Kingdom of God, via the nearness 
of the harvest, that they might not be taken by surprise and caused 
to doubt by these events 

Thus this discourse is historical as a whole and down to the 
smallest detail precisely because, according to the new of modem 
theology, it must be judged unhtstorical It is, in fact, full of 
eschatological dogma Jesus had no need to instruct the disciples 
as to what they were to teach , for they had only to utter a cry 
But concerning the events which should supervene, it was necessary 
that He should give them information Therefore the discourse 
does not consist of instruction, but of predictions of sufferings and 
of the Farousia 


That being so, we may judge with what right the modem 
psychological theology dismisses the great Matthaean discourses 
off-hand as mere “composite sttuctures” Just let any one try to 
show how the Evangelist when he was racking his brains over the 
task of making a “discourse at the sending forth of the disciples," 


• Joel in 13, 11 Put m tht sidle for the barret is npe 1 * In the Apocalypse ot 
John, too, the Last lodgment is desorbed as the heavenly harvest " Thrust to thy 
stctle and reap , tor the time is come for thee to resp , for the harvest of the earth is 
npe. Aod he that sat on the clond thrust m his Belle oo the earth , mid the earth 
was reaped” {Rev tov X5 and xG) 

The most tem-irhahle ptrallel to the disartuse at the sending forth of the disciples 
is afTered by the Synne Apocalypse of Barttcb " Beheld, thedayscoroe, ttheothelime 
of the world shell be npe, end the htrveslof the sowing of the good end of the etol 
shell come, when the Almighty shell bring upon the eerth and upon its inhabitants 
and upon their rulers confusion of iptnt and terror Uni makes the heart stand sail , 
and they shall hale one another and protoke one enother to war , aod the despised 
shall have power oter them of reputation, and the mean shall crerilt tbemsehes over 
them Uiat are highly esteemed And the many shall be altbe merey of the few 
aod all who shall be sated and shall escape the befote-nteohooed (dangers) 

Utah be guen into the handl of m> servant, the Messiah (Cap las a, a, 5 

Following the translation of E. Kaotasah ) 

The eonneaion hctweea the ideas of barren and ofjadgment was therefore one of 
the stock features of the apo^ypuc writings And as the Apoealjpse of Baruch 
dates Bum the penod about a d 70, it maj be assumed that this association of ideas 
was also current in the Jewish apocalyptic of the irate of Jesus Hem is a basis for 
understanding the secret of the Kingdom of God to the parables or sotting and 
reaping hmmcallj and m aeeordince with the ideas of the lime, \\ hat Jesus did 
bus to make known to those who understood Him that the coming earthly hart eat was 
the lait and was also the token of the coming heavenly harvest The eschatological 
interpretation is tmmcosalj strengthened by these parallels 
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half by the method of piecing it together out of traditional say- 
ings and “primitive theology," and half by inventing it, lighted on 
the curious idea of making Jesus speak entirely of inopportune 
and unpractical matters, and of then going on to provide the 
evidence that they never happened, 

The foretelling of the sufferings that belong u the eschato- 
logical distress is part and parcel of the preaching of the approach 
of the Kingdom of God, it embodies the secret of the Kingdom 
It is for that reason that the thought of suffering appears at the 
end of the Beatitudes and m the closing petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer For the irapaa-fvii which is there in view is not an 
individual psychological temptation, but the general eschatological 
time of tribulation, from which God is besought to exempt those 
who pray so earnestly for the coming of the Kingdom, and not to 
expose them to that tribulation by way of putting them to the test 
There followed neither the sufferings, nor the outpouring of 
the Spirit, nor the Parousia of the Son of Man. The disciples re- 
turned safe and sound and full of a proud satisfaction, for one 
promise had been realised — the power which bad been given them 


over the demons . 

But from the moment when they rejoined Him, all His thoughts 
and efforts were devoted to getting nd of the people in order to be 
alone with them (Mark vi 30-33). Previously, during their absence, 
He had, almost in open speech, taught the multitude concerning 
the Baptist, concerning that which was to precede the coming of 
the Kingdom, and concerning the judgment which should come 
upon the impenitent, even upon whole towns of them (Matt m 
ao-24), because, m spite of the miracles which they had witnessed, 
they had not recognised the day of grace and diligently used it for 
repentance At the same time He had rejoiced before them over 
all those whom God had enlightened that they might see what was 
going forward, and had called them to His side (Matt xi 25-30) 
And now suddenly, the moment the dtsoples return, His one 
thought is to get away from the people They, hoover, folio 
Hun g and overtake Him on the shores of the lake Heputsthe 
Jordan between Himself and them by crossing » Betbsai&i 
They also come to Bethsaida He returestoCapemaum They 
do the same Since in Galilee it is impossible for Himtobe alone, 
, fj p absolutely must be alone, He “slips away to the nort . 
Once more modern theology was right He really ^ 

EveT from hostile Scnbes, but from the people, 

Steps m order to await m H.s company the appearing of the 
Kingdom of God and of the Son of Man_to await it in W 

1 With wtat ngbt 

S to fed lodgment /or to woes opon Ch— 
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In Strauss’s first Life of Jesus the question is throws out 
whether, in view of Matt x 23, Jesus did not think of His Farousia 
as a transformation which should take place during His lifetime. 
GhiUany bases his work on this possibility as on an established 
historical fact Dalman takes this hypothesis to be the necessary 
correlative of the interpretation of the self-designation Son of Man 
on the basis of Darnel and the Apocalypses 

If Jesus, he argues, designated Himself in this futuristic sense 
as the Son of Man who comes from Heaven, He must have assumed 
that He would first be transported thither. “A man who had died 
or been rapt away from the earth might perhaps be brought into 
the world again in this way, or one who had never been on earth 
might so descend thither." But as this conception of transforma- 
tion and removal seems to Dalman untenable in the case of Jesus, 
he treats it as a reduciio ad absurdum of the eschatological inter- 
pretation of the title. 

But why ? If Jesus as a man walking m a natural body upon 
earth, predicts to His disciples the Farousia of the Son of Man in 
the immediate future, with the secret conviction that He Himself 
was to be revealed as the Son of Man, He must have made 
precisely this assumption that He would first be supematurally 
removed and transformed He thought of Himself as any one 
must who believes in the immediate coming of the last things, 
as bring in two different conditions the present, and the future 
condition into which He is to be transferred at the coming of 
the new supernatural world We learn later that the disciples 
on the way up to Jerusalem were entirely possessed by the thought 
of what they should be when this transformation took place. 
They contend as to who shall have the highest position (Mark ix. 
33); James and John wish Jesus to promise them in advance 
the thrones on His right hand and on His left (Mark x 35-37) 

He, moreover, does not rebuke them for indulging such thoughts, 
but only tells them how much, in the present age, of service, 
humiliation, and suffering is necessary to constitute a claim to 
such places in the future age, and that it does not in the last 
resort belong to Him to allot the places on His left and on His 
tight, but that they shall be given to those for whom they are 
prepared ; therefore, perhaps not to any of the disciples (Mark x 
40) At this point, therefore, the knowledge and will of Jesus 
are thwarted and limited by the predestmariamsm which is bound 
up with eschatology. 

nn ~ Bcthsaida som ewhere else m on app-opmtdv gloomy context ? Is not all this 
apparent!*- disconnected material held together bj an inner bond of connexion — the 
secret of the Kingdom of God which is imminently impending over Jesus and the 
people? Or. is Jesus ex pect e d to preach like one who has a thesis to maintain nnd 
seeks about for the most log- cal arrangement 7 Does not a certain lack of orderly 
connexion belong to the scry laea of prophetic speech ? 
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It is quite mistalcn, however, to speak ns modern theology 
docs, of the 11 sen ice " hero required as belonging to the "non 
ethic of the Kingdom of God ” There is for Jesus no ethic 
of the Kingdom of God, for in the Kingdom of God all natural 
relationships, even, for example, the distinction of sex (Mark xii 
35 and 36), arc abolished Temptation and sin no longer exist. 
All is "reign," a "reign” which has gradations — Jesus speaks of 
the " least in the Kingdom of God ” — according as it has been 
determined in each individual ease from all eternity, and according 
ns each by Ins self-humiliation and refusal to rule in the present 
age has prated his fitness for bearing rule in the future Kingdom 

For the loftier stations, however, it is necessary to hate proved 
oneself In persecution and suffering Accordingly, Jesus asks the 
sons of Zebedee whether, since they claim these thrones on His 
right hand and on His left, they feel themselves strong enough 
to drink of His cup and be baptized with His baptism (Mark x 
58) To serve, to humble oneself, to incur persecution and 
death, belong to "the ethic of the interim" just as much as 
docs penitence They are indeed only a higher form of penitence 

A valid eschatological expectation is therefore impossible to 
conceive apart from the idea of a metamorphosis The resurrec- 
tion is only a special case of this metamorphosis, the form m 
which the new condition of things is realised in the case of those 
who arc already dead. The resurrection, the metamorphosis, and 
the Parousia of the Son of Man take place simultaneously, and 
arc one and the same act 1 It is therefore quite indifferent 
whether a man loses his life shortly before the Parousia in order 
to "find his life," if that is what is ordained for him, that 
signifies only that he will undergo the eschatological metamoiphosis 
with the dead instead of with the living . . 

The Pauhne eschatology recognises both conceptions side ny 
side, in such a way, however, that the resurrection is subordinated 
to the metamorphosis "Behold, I shew you a mystery, he says 
in 1 Cor xv 51 fT, "we shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
l3St trump* for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall b 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

The apostle himself desires to be one of those who hve w 
experience the metamorphosis and to be clothed with the hea re y 

and the resurrection are, for those who are in Chnst, connec 
. If. therefore, Jesus nt n 

£ SSL*' £.X n wh«£r He .U' * «* re ™ oa or of Ha “ mteB 0 

the clouds of heaven 
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with a bung caught up into the clouds of heaven (1 Thess iv. 
15 ff). Therefore Paul also makes one and the same event of the 
metamorphosis, resurrection, and translation 

In seeking clues to the eschatology of Jesus, scholars have 
passed over the eschatology which lies closest to it, that of Paul. 
But why? Is it not identical with that of Jesus, at least m so 
far that both are “Jewish eschatology”? Did not Reimarus long 
ago declare that the eschatology of the primitive Christian com- 
munity was identical with the Jewish, and only went beyond it 
in claiming a definite knowledge on a single point which was 
unessential to the nature and course of the expected events, in 
knowing, that is, who the Son of Man should be ? That Christians 
drew no distinction between their own eschatology and the Jewish 
is evident from the whole character of the earlier apocalyptic 
literature, and not least from the Apocalj pse of John 1 After all, 
what alteration did the belief that Jesus was die Son of Man 
who was to be revealed make m the general scheme of the course 
of apocalyptic events ? 

From the Rabbinic literature little help is to be derived 
towards the understanding of the world of thought in which 
Jesus lived, and His view of His own Person The latest 
researches may be said to have made that clear. A few moral 
maxims, a few halting parables — that is all that can be produced 
in the way of parallels Even the conception which is there 
suggested of the hidden coming and work of the Messiah 15 
of little importance We find the same ideas m the mouth of 
Trypho in Justin’s dialogue, and that makes their Jewish character 
doubtful That Jesus of Nazareth knew Himself to be the Son of 
Man who was to be revealed is for us the great fact of His self- 
consciousness, which is not to be further explained, whether there 
had been any kind of preparation for it m contemporary theology 
or not. 

The self-consciousness of Jesus cannot in fact be illustrated 
or explained , all that can be explained is the eschatological view, 
in which the Man who possessed that self - consciousness saw 
reflected in advance the coming events, both those of a more 
general character, and those which especially related to Himself 1 

The eschatology of Jesus can therefore only be interpreted 
by the aid of the curiously intermittent Jewish apocalyptic literature 
of the period between Daniel and the Bar-Cochba rising What 
else, indeed, are the Synoptic Gospels, the Pauline letters, the 
Christian apocalypses than products of Jewish apocalyptic^ belonging, 

1 The title of Baldeasperger's book, The Self- conscious? css tf Jesus tn the 
light of the Mtssiarif Hefts of Hss Tim, really contains a promise which is 
impossible or fulfilment The contemporary " Messianic hopes " can only explain the 
hopes of Jesus so fir as thej corresponded thereto, not His vie* of His own Person, 
in which He is absolutely original 
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moreover, to its greatest and most flourishing period? w*. 
toricalfy regarded, the Baptist, Jesus, and Pad £e smph^he 
culminating manifestations of Jewish apocalyptic thought The 
usual representation is the exact converse of the truth. Waters 
describe Jewish eschatology m order to illustrate the ideas of 
Jesus But what v this “Jewish eschatology” after aB? It is 
an eschatology with a great gap in it, because the culminating 
period, with the documents which relate to it; has been left out 
The true historian will describe the eschatology of the Baptist 
of Jesus, and of Paul in order to explain Jewish eschatology It 
ts nothing less than a misfortune for the science of New Testament 
Theology that no real attempt has hitherto been made to write 
the history of Jewish eschatology as it really was; that is, with the 
inclusion of the Baptist, of Jesus, and of Paul 1 

AH this has had to be said in order to justify the apparently 
self-evident assertion that Mark, Matthew, and Paul are the best 
sources for the Jewish eschatology of the time of Jesus They 
represent a phase, which even in detail is self-explanatory, of that 
Jewish apocalyptic hope which manifested itself from time to 
time We arc, therefore, justified m first reconstructing the Jewish 
apocalyptic of the time independently out of these document^ that 
is to say, in bringing the details of the discourses of Jesus into 
an eschatological system, and then on the basis of this system 
endeavouring to explain the apparently disconnected events in 
the history of His public life 

The lines of connection which run backwards towards the 
Psalms of Solomon, Enoch, and Daniel, and forwards towards 
the apocalypses of Baruch and Enoch, are extremely important 
for the understanding of certain general conceptions. On the 
other hand, it is impossible to over- emphasise the uniqueness 
of the point of view from which the eschatology of the tune of 
the Baptist, of Jesus, and of Fanl presents itself to ns 

In the first place, men feel themselves so dose to the coming 
events that they only see what lies nearest to them, the imaginative 
development of detail entirely ceases In the second place, it 
appeals to us as though seen, so to speak, from within, passed 
through the medium of powerful minds like those of the Baptist 
and Jesus, That is why it is so great and simple On the 
other hand, a certain complication arises from the fact that it 
now intersects actual history Ail these are original features of 
it, which are not found in the Jewish apocalyptic writings of the 
preceding and following periods, and that is why these documents 


■ 1 Even Baldensperger’s book, Die memanucA-afelalffiUcien Btfinvngitt iu 
Juitn/ums (1903), passes at a sttvdefrma (tie Psalms of Solomon to Fourth Ena. 
The coming volume is to deal with the eschatology of Jesus That is a “theologierf," 
but not sm historical division of the material The second volume should property 
come m the middle rf the first. 
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give us so little help in regard to the characteristic detail of the 
eschatology of Jesus and His contemporaries. 

A further point to be noticed is that the eschatology of the 
time of Jesus shows the influence of the eschatology of the 
ancient prophets m a way which is not paralleled either before 
or after Compare the Synoptic eschatology with that of the 
Psalms of Solomon In place of the legal righteousness, which, 
since the return from the exile, had formed the link of connexion 
between the present and the future, we find the prophetic ethic, 
the demand for a general repentance, even in the case of the 
Baptist In the Apocalypses of Baruch and Ezra we see, especially 
m the theological character of the latter, the persistent traces 
of this ethical deepening of apocalyptic. 

But even in individual conceptions the apocalyptic of the 
Baptist, and of the period which he introduces, reaches back to 
the eschatology of the prophetic writings The pouring forth 
of the spmt, and the figure of Elias, who comes again to earth, 
play a great rSle in it The difficulty is, indeed, consciously felt 
of combining the two eschatologies, and bringing the prophetic 
within the Damehc. How, it is asked, can the Son of David 
be at the same time the Damehc Son-of-Man Messiah, at once 
David’s son and David's Lord? 

It is inadequate to speak of a synthesis of the two eschatologies. 
What has happened is nothing less than the remoulding, the 
elevation, of the Damcl-Enoch apocalyptic by the spmt and 
conceptions belonging to the ancient prophetic hope 

A great simplification and deepening of eschatology begins 
to show itself even in the Psalms of Solomon The conception of 
righteousness which the writer applies is, in spite of its legal aspect, 
of an ethical, prophetic character It is an eschatology associated 
with great historical events, the eschatology of a Pharisaism which 
is fighting for a cause, and has therefore a certain inward greatness 1 
Between the Psalms of Solomon and the appearance of the Baptist 
there lies the decadence of Pharisaism. At this point there 
suddenly appears an eschatological movement detached from 
Pharisaism, which was declining into an external legalism, a 
movement resting on a basis of its own, and thoroughly penetrated 
with the spirit of the ancient prophets 

The ultimate differentia of this eschatology is that it was not, 
like the other apocalyptic movements, called into existence by 

1 The fad that in the Psalms of Solomon the Messiah is designated by the 
ancient prophetic name of the Son of David is significant of the rising influence of the 
ancient prophetic literature. This designation has nothing whateicr to do with a 
political ideal of a kingly Messiah This Dandle King and his Kingdom are, in 
their character and the manner of their coming, every whit as supernatural as the 
Son of Man and His coming The same historical fact was read into both Daniel 
and the prophets. 
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historical events The Apocalypse of Daniel was called forth by 
the religious oppression of Antiochus , 1 * * * * * * the Psalms of Solomon 
by the civil strife at Jerusalem and the first appearance of the 
Roman power under Pompey,* Fourth Ezra and Baruch by the 
destruction of Jerusalem 8 The apocalyptic movement in the time 
of Jesus is not connected w ith any historical event It cannot be 
said, as Bruno Bauer nghtly perceived, that we know anything 
about the Messianic expectations of the Jewish people at that 
time* On the contrary, the indifference shown by the Roman 
administration towards the movement proves that the Romans 
knew nothing of a condition of great and general Messianic 
excitement among the Jewish people The conduct of the 
Pharisaic party also, and the indifference of the great mass of 
the people^ show that there can have been no question at that 
time of a national movement What is really remarkable about 
this wave of apocalyptic enthusiasm is the fact that it was called 
forth not by external events, but solely by the appearance of two 
great personalities, and subsides with their disappearance, without 
leaving among the people generally any trace, except a feeling 
of hatred towards the new sect 


The Baptist and Jesus are not, therefore^ borne upon the 
current of a general eschatological movement The period offers no 
events calculated to give an impulse to eschatological enthusiasm. 
They themselves set the times in motion by acting, by creating 
eschatological facts. It is this mighty creative force which consti- 
tutes the difficulty m grasping historically the eschatology of Jesus 
and the Baptist. Instead of literary artifice speaking out of a 
distant imaginary past, there now enter into the field of eschatology 
men, living, acting men It was the only time when that cvci 
happened in Jewish eschatology 

There is silence all around The Baptist appears, and cries. 
“ Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is nt hand ” Soon after 
that comes Jesus, and in the knowledge that He is the coming 


1 Enoch « an offshoot af the Dantehc apocaly ptic writings The eirlicst portion, 

the Apocaly psc of the Ten Weeks, is independent of Daniel and of contemporary 
origin The Similitudes (capp xxxvil -Ixix ), which, with their description of ihe 
Judgment of the Son of Man, are so important in connexion with the thoughts of 
Jesus, may be placed in 80-70 B c. They do not presuppose the taking of 
Jerusalem by Pompey 

* The Psalms of Solomon are therefore n decide later than the Similitudes 

* The Apocalypse of Baruch sems to hate been composed not »eiy long after 
the Fall of Jerusalem Tourth Eira is twenty to thirty y care later 

* The Psalms of Solomon form the last document of Jewish eschatology before 
the coming of tlie Baptist Tor nlmost n hundred 5 ears, from 60 n c. until A D 30, 

we hnieno information regarding eschatological movements J And do the Psalms 
of Solomon really point to a deep eschatological movement at the lime or the 

taking of Jerusalem lij Pompey? Hardly, I think It is to be noticed In studying 

the times of Jesus that Ihe surrounding circumstances base no eschatological 
diameter The Tall of Jerusalem marks the next turning pomi in the lustoq of the 
apocalyptic hope, as Baruch and Fourth Lira show. 
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Son of Man lays hold of the wheel of the world to set it moving on 
that last revolution which is to bring all ordinary history to a close 
It refuses to turn, and He throws Himself upon it Then it does 
turn ; and crushes Him Instead of bringing in the eschatological 
conditions, He has destroyed them The wheel rolls onward, and 
the mangled body of the one immeasurably great Man, who was 
strong enough to think of Himself as the spiritual ruler of mankind 
and to bend histoiy to His purpose, is hanging upon it still That 
is His victoiy and His reign 

These considerations regarding the distinctive character of the 
Synoptic eschatology were necessary in order to explain the 
significance of the sending forth of the disciples and the discourse 
which Jesus uttered upon that occasion Jesus’ purpose is to set 
in motion the eschatological development of history, to let loose 
the final woes, the confusion and strife, from which shall issue the 
Parousia, and so to introduce the supra-mundane phase of the 
eschatological drama That is His task, for which He has authority 
here below. That is why He says in die same discourse, “ Think 
not that I am come to send peace on the earth , I am not come 
to send peace, but a sword ” (Matt x 34) 

It was with a view to this initial movement that He chose His 
disciples They are not His helpers m the work of teaching, we 
never see them in that capacity, and He did not prepare them to 
carry on that work after His death. The very fact that He chooses 
just twelve shows that it is a dogmatic idea which He has in mind. 
He chooses them as those who are destined to hurl the firebrand 
into the world, and are afterwards, as those who have been the 
comrades of the unrecognised Messiah, before He came to His 
Kingdom, to be His associates m ruling and judging it 1 

But what was to be the fate of the future Son of Man dunng 
the Messianic woes of the last times ? It appears as if it was 
appointed for Him to share the persecution and the suffering He 


» Jesus promise* them expressly that at the apptnnm; of the Son of Man they 
shill sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tnbes of Israel (Matt mi 28) It 
is to their part in the jndgment that belong also the authority to bind and to loose 
which He entrusts to them— first to Peter personal]} (Matt xvi 19) and afterwards 
nan the Twelve (Matt, iviii sB) — in such a w-i>, too, that their present decisions 
will be somehow or olher binding at the Judgment Or does the ‘'upon earth" 
rarer only to the fact that the Messianic Last Judgment will be held on earth? •• I 
gwe unto thee theKcys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt b nd 
on earth shin be bound m heaven, and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be 
ln Henvem (Mali xvi tg) Why should these words not be historical? Is 
,n ,“ e same contest Jesus speaks of the "church" which He will found 
upon the Roek-disctpte » But if one has onoc got a clear idea from Paul, 2 Clement 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the Shepherd of Hernias, what the pre-cmtmg 
. V* ? hlch *a* «o appear in the last times, 11 will no longer nppcaJ 

h2i 0 S. lfc n ! th ? t l esus , ml S^ have spoken of the church against which the gates of 

re fa/ uv ■ ■i.. P ?r i w ° f ,f P 0 *®® 8 “ m uneschatolognal 

reference to the CTiurch as we know it, it loses all real meaning and becomes a 
tteasuie-troTe 10 the Roman Catholic eiegcte, and a terror to the Protestant. 


*4 
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says that those who shall be saved must take their cross and follow 
Him (Matt x. 38), that His followers must be willing to lose their 
lives for His sake, and that only those who in this time of terror 
confess their allegiance to Him, shall be confessed by Him before 
His heavenly Father (Matt x 33) Similarly, m the last of the 
Beatitudes, He bad pronounced those blessed who were despised 
and persecuted for His sake (Matt y. zr, 13) As the future 
bearer of the supreme rule He must go through the deepest 
humiliation There is danger that His followers may doubt Him. 
Therefore, the last words of His message to the Baptist, just at the 
time when He bad sent forth the Twelve, is, "Blessed is he whoso- 
ever shall not be offended in me ” (Matt xi. $), 

If He makes a point of familiarising others with the thought 
that in the time of tribulation they may even lose their lives. He 
must have recognised that this possibility was still more strongly 
present in His own case It is possible that m the enigmatic 
saying about the disciples fasting "when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them " (Mark 11 30), there is a hint of what Jesus 
expected In that case suffering, death, and resurrection must 
have been closely umted m the Messianic consciousness from the 
first So much, however, is certain, viz that the thought of 
suffering formed part, at the time of the sending forth the 
disciples, of the mystery of the Kingdom of God and of the 
Messrahship of Jesus, and that in the form that Jesus and all the 
elect were to be brought low in the mtpmrfuot at the time of the 
death-struggle against the evil world-power which would arise 
against them; brought down, it might be, even to death It 
mattered as little in His own case as m that of others whether at 
the time of the Parousia He should be one of those who should be 
metamorphosed, or one who had died and nsen again. The 
question arises, however, how this self-consciousness of Jesus could 
remain concealed It is true the miracles bad nothing to do with 
the Messrahship, since no one expected the Messiah to come as an 
earthly miracle-worker in the present age On the contrary, it 
would have been the greatest of miracles if any one bad recognised 
the Messiah m an earthly miracle-worker How far the cnes of 
the demoniacs who addressed Him as Messiah were intelligible b> 
the people must remain an open question Whar is clear is that 
His Messrahship did not become known rn this way even to His 


disciples 

And jet m all His speech and action the Messianic consciousness 
shines forth One might, indeed, speak of the acts of His 
Messianic consciousness The Beatitude*?, na> f the whole of the 
Sermon on the Mount, with the authoritative "I ” for ever faking 
through, bear witness to the high dignity which He ascribed to 
Himself Did not this “I" set the people thinking? 
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What must they have thought when, at the close of this dis- 
course, He spoke of people who, at the Day of Judgment, would 
call upon Him as Lord, and appeal to the works that they had done 
in His name, and who yet were destined to be rejected because He 
would not recognise them (Matt vu. a 1-23) ? 

What must they have thought of Him when He pronounced 
those blessed who were persecuted and despised for His sake 
(Matt v 11, 12)? By what authority did this man forgive sins 
(Mark h. 5 ff)? 

In the discourse at the sending forth of the disciples the “I ” 
is still more prominent. He demands of men that in the trials to 
come they shall confess Him, that they shall love Him more than 
father or mother, bear their cross after Him, and follow Him to 
the death, since it is only for r uch that He can entreat His 
Heavenly Father (Matt, x 32 ff) Admitting that the expression 
“Heavenly Father" contained no nddle for the listening disciples, 
smce He had taught them to pray “Our Father which art m 
Heaven," we have still to ask who was He whose yea or nay should 
prevail with God to determine the fate of men at the Judgment? 

And yet they found it hard, nay impossible, to think of Him 
as Messiah. They guessed Him to be a prophet, some thought of 
Elias, some of John the Baptist nsen from the dead, as appears 
clearly from the answer of the disciples at Caesarea Philippi. 
The Messiah was a supernatural personality who was to appear in 
the last times, and who was not expected upon earth before that 

At this point a difficulty presents itself How could Jesus be 
Elias for the people? Did they not hold John the Baptist to be 
Elias? Not in the least ! Jesus was the first and the only person 
who attributed this office to him. And, moreover. He declares it 
to the people as something mysterious, difficult to understand — 
“ If ye can receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt, xi 14, 15). In 
making this revelation He is communicating to them a piece of 
supernatural knowledge, opening up a part of the mystery of the 
Kingdom of God. Therefore He uses the same formula of 
emphasis as when making known in parables the mystery of the 
Kingdom of God (Mark iv ) 

The disciples were not with Him at this time, and therefore 
did not learn what was the role of John the Baptist When a 
little later, in descending from the mount of transfiguration He 

1 Thu he could be taken for the Baptist nsen from the dead shows how short a 
tone before the death of the Baptist His ministry had begun He only became 
known, as the Baptist's question shows, at the time of the mis.ion of the disciples . 
Herod first heard of Him after the death of the Baptist Had he known anything of 
Jesus befo-chand, it would hate been impossib'e for him suddenls to identify Him 
with the Baptist nsen from the dead This elementary cons deration has been 
overlooked in all calculations of the length of the public ministry of Jcsv« 
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predicted to the three who formed the inner circle of His followers 
the resurrection of the Son of Man, they came to Him with 
difficulties about the rising from the dead — how could this be 
possible when, according to the Pharisees and Scnbes, Elias must 
first come? — whereupon Jesus explains to them that the preacher 
of repentance whom Herod had put to death had been Elias 
(Mark lx. 11-13) 

Why did not the people take the Baptist to be Ehas? In the 
first place no doubt because he did not describe himself as such 
In the next place because he did no miracle ' He was only a 
natural man without any evidence of supernatural power, only a 
prophet In the third places and that was the derisive point, he 
had himself pointed forward to the coming of Elias He who was 
to come, he whom he preached, was not the Messiah, but Ehas 

He describes him, not as a supernatural personality, not as a 
judge, not as one who will be manifested at tbe unveiling of the 
heaienly world, but as one who in his work shall resemble himself, 
only much greater — one who, like himseHj baptizes, though with 
the Holy Spirit Had it ever been represented as the work of the 
Messiah to baptize? 

Before the Last Judgment, so it was inferred from Joel, tbe 
great outpouring of tbe Spint was to take place; before the Last 
Judgment, so taught Malachi, Elias was to come. Until these ev ents 
had occurred the manifestation of the Son of Man w as not to be 
looked for. Men’s thoughts were fixed, therefore, not on the 
Messiah, but upon Ehas and the outpouring of the Spint 1 The 
Baptist in his preaching combines both ideas, and predicts the 
0 f the Great One who shall “baptize with the Hoi) Spint, 
it who brings about tbe outpouring of the Spint His own 
preaching was only designed to secure that at His coming that 
Great One should find a community sanctified and prepared to 


receive the Spint 

When he heard in the prison of one who did great wonders 
and signs, he desired to learn with certainty whether this was he 
who was to come" If this question is taken as refemng to the 
Messiahship the whole narrative loses its meaning, and it upsets 
the theory of the Messianic secret, since in this rase at least one 
person had become aware, independently, of the o&ce rbiti) 
belonged to Jesus, not to mention all the ineptitudes involved in 
making the Ba?wt here speak in doubt and confusion Hoover, 
on this false interpretation of the question the point of Jesus 
discourse is lost, for in this case it is not te ^by He “P “ 

* - 
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heard the question which had been addressed to Him, also gave 
it its only natural meaning, referring it to Jesus as the bearer of 
the office of Elias 

That even the first Evangelist gives the episode a Messianic 
setting by introducing it with the words “ When John heard m the 
prison of the works of the Chnst ” does not alter the facts of the 
body of the narrative. The sequel directly contradicts the 
introduction And this interpretation fully explains the evasive 
answer of Jesus, in which exegesis has always recognised a certain 
reserve without ever being able to make it intelligible why Jesus 
did not simply send him die message, “Yes, I am he” — whereto, 
however, according to modem theology, He would have needed to 
add, “but another kmd of Messiah from him whom you expect ” 

The fact was, the Baptist had put Him m an extremely difficult 
position. He could not answer that He was Elias if He held 
Himself to be the Messiah , on the other hand He could not, and 
would not, disclose to him, and still less to the messengers and 
the listening multitude, the secret of His Messiahship Therefore 
He sends this obscure message, which only contains a confirmation of 
the facts which John had already heard and closes with a warning, 
come what may, not to be offended in Him Of this the Baptist 
was to make what he could. 

It mattered, in fact, little how John understood the message, 
The time was much more advanced than he supposed, the 
hammer of the world’s dock had risen to strike the last hour 
All that he needed to know was that he had no cause to doubt. 

In revealing to the people the true office of the Baptist, Jesus 
unveiled to them almost the whole mystery of the Kingdom of 
God, and nearly disclosed the secret of His Messiahship Foi if 
Elias was already present, was not the coming of the Kingdom 
close at hand? And if John was Elias, who was Jesus? . . . 
There could only be one answer . the Messiah But this seemed 
impossible, because Messiah was expected as a supernatural 
personality The eulogy on the Baptist is, historically regarded, 
identical m content with the prediction of the Parousia in the 
discourse at the sending forth of the disciples For after the 
coming of Elias there must follow immediately the judgment 
and the otheT events belonging to the last time. Now we can 
understand why in the enumeration of the events of the last 
time in the discourse to the Twelve the coming of Elias is not 
mentioned 

We see here, too, how, in the thought of Jesus, Messianic 
doctrine forces its way into history and simply abolishes the 
histone aspect of the events The Baptist had not held himself 
to be Elias, the people bad not thought of attributing this office to 
him , the descnption of Elias did not fit him at all, since he had 
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done none of those things which Elias was to do: and yet Jesus 
makes him Elias, simply because He expected His own manifesta- 
tion as Son of Man, and before that it was necessary that Elias 
must first have come. And even when John was dead Jesus still 
told the disciples that in him Elias had come, although the death 
of Elias was not contemplated m the eschatological doctrine^ and 
was in fact unthinkable, But Jesus must somehow drag or force the 
eschatological events into the framework of the actual occurrences. 

Thus the conception of the "dogmatic element" m tht 
narrative widens jn an unsuspected fashion And even what before 
seemed natural becomes on a closer examination doctrinal The 
Baptist is made into Elias solely by the force of Jesus’ Messianic 
consciousness 

A short time afterwards, immediately upon the return of the 
disciples, He spoke and acted before their eyes in a way which 
presupposed the Messianic secret. The people had been dogging 
his steps; at a lonely spot on the shores of the lake they 
surrounded Him, and He “taught them about many things" 
(Mark vl 30-34) The day was drawing to a close, but they held 
closely to Him without troubling about food. In the evening, 
before sending them away. He fed them. 

Weisse, long ago, had constantly emphasised the fact that the 
feeding of the multitude was one of the greatest historical problems, 
because this narrative, like that of the transfiguration, is veiy firmly 
riveted to its historical setting and, therefore, imperatively demands 
explanation. How is the historical element in it to be got at? 
Certainly not by seeking to explain the apparently miraculous m 
it on natural lines, by representing that at the bidding of Jesus 
people brought out the baskets of provisions which they had been 
concealing, and, thus importing into the tradition a natural fact 
which, so far from being hinted at in the narrative, is actually 
excluded by it. 

Our solution is that the whole is historical, except the closing 
remark that they were all filled Jesus distributed the provisions 
which He and His disciples had with them among the multitude 
so that each received a very little, after He had fust offered thanks. 
The significance lies in the giving of thanks and m the fact that 
they had received from Hun consecrated food Because He is 
the future Messiah, this meal becomes without their knowledge the 
Messianic feast With the morsel of bread which He gives His 
disciples to distribute to the people He consecrates them as 
partakers in the coming Messianic feast, and gives them the 
guarantee that they, who had shared His table m the time of His 
obscurity, would also share it in the time of His glory In the 
prayer He gave thanks not only for the food, but also for the 
coming Kingdom and all its blessings, It is the counterpart of 
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the Lord's prayer, where He so strangely inserts the petition for 
daily bread between the petitions for the coming of the Kingdom 
and for deliverance from the ?rei/ia<r/«Ss 

The feedin g of the multitude was more than a love-feast, a 
fellow ship-meal It was from the point of view of Jesus a sacrament 
of salvation 

We never realise sufficiently that in a period when the judg- 
ment and the glory were expected as dose at hand, one thought 
arising out of this expectation must have acquired special 
prominence— how, namely, in the present time a man could 
obtain a guarantee of coming scatheless through the judgment, of 
being saved and received into the Kingdom, of being signed and 
sealed for deliverance amid the coming tnal, as the Chosen People 
in Egypt had a sign revealed to them from God by means of which 
they might be manifest as those who were to be spared. But 
once we do realise this, we can understand why the thought of 
signing and sealing runs through the whole of the apocalyptic 
literature. It is found as early as the ninth chapter of Ezekiel 
There, God is making preparation for judgment. The day of 
visitation of the city is at hand But first the Lord calls unto "the 
man clothed with linen who had the writer’s ink-horn by his side" 
and said unto him, “ Go through the midst of the city, through the 
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men 
that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the 
midst thereof” Only after that does He give command to those 
who are charged with the judgment to begin, adding, “ But come 
not near any man upon whom is the mark ” (Ezek. lx. 4 and 6). 

In the fifteenth of the Psalms of Solomon, 1 the last eschato- 
logical wnting before the movement initiated by the Baptist, 
it is expressly said m the description of the judgment that “the 
saints of God bear a sign upon them which saves them.” 

In the Pauline theology very striking prominence is given to 
the thought of being sailed unto salvation The apostle is 
conscious of bearing about with him m his body “the marks of 
Jesus” (Gal vi 17), the “dying" of Jesus (2 Cor. iv 10). This 
sign is received in baptism, since it is a baptism “ into the death 
of Chnst " , m this act the recipient is in a certain sense really 
buned with Him, and thenceforth walks among men as one who 
belongs, even here below, to risen humanity (Rom vi. x ff) 
Baptism is the seal, the earnest of the spirit, the pledge of that 
which is to come (2 Cor 1 22 ; Eph. 1. 13, 14, iv. 30). 

This conception of baptism as a “salvation ” in view of that 
which was to come goes down through the whole of ancient 
theology Its preaching might really be summed up in the words, 
“Keep jour baptism hoi) and without blemish ” 

1 Pul Sol xvr s. 
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In the Shepherd of Hermas even the spirits of the men of the 
oast must receive "the seal, which is the water” in order that 
they may " bear the name of God upon them ” That is why the 
tower is built over the water, and the stones which are brought up 
out of the deep are rolled through the water (Vis 111 and Sim 
ix 16) 

In the Apocalypse of John the thought of the sealing stands 
prominently m the foreground The locusts receive power to 
hurt those only who have not the seal of God on their fore- 
heads (Rev ix 4, 5) The beast (Rev xnt 16 if) compels men 
to bear his mark , only those who will not accept it are to reign 
with Christ (Rev. xx 4) The chosen hundred and forty-four 
thousand bear the name of God and the name of the Lamb upon 
their foreheads (Rev xiv 1) 

“ Assurance of salvation ” in a time of eschatological expecta- 
tion demanded some kind of sccunty for the future of which the 
earnest could be possessed m the present And with this the pre- 
dcstinanan thought of election was in complete accord If we find 
the thought of being scaled unto salvation previously m the Psalms 
of Solomon, and subsequently in the same signification in Paul, in 
the Apocal>psc of John, and down to the Shepherd of Hermas, it 
may be assumed in advance that it will be found in some form or 
other in the so strongly eschatological teaching of Jesus and the 
Baptist 

It maybe said, indeed, to dominate completely the eschatological 
preaching of the Baptist, for this preaching does not confine itself 
to the declaration of the nearness of the Kingdom, and the demand 
for repentance, but leads up to an act to which it gives a special 
reference in relation to the forgiveness of sins and the outpouring 
of the spint It is a mistake to regard baptism with water as a 
'■ symbolic act ” in the modern sense, and make the Baptist decry 
his own wares by saying, “I baptize only with water, but the other 
can baptize with the Holy Spint ” He is not contrasting the two 
baptisms, but connecting them — he who is baptized by him has the 
certainty that he will share in the outpounng of the Spirit which 
shall precede the judgment, and at the judgment shall receive 
forgiveness of sins, as one who is signed with the mark of repent- 
ance The object of being baptized by him is to secure baptism 
with the Spint later The forgiveness of sins associated with 
baptism is proleptic, it is to be realised at the judgment The 
Baptist himself did not forgive sin 1 If he had done so, how could 

1 That the baptism of John was essentially an act which gave a claim to some- 
thing future may be seen from the fact that Jesus speaks of His sufferings and death 
as a special baptism, and asks the sons of Zebedee whether they ore willing, for the 
sake of gaining the thrones on His right hand and His left, to undergo this bipjsm 
If the baptism of John had had no real sacramental significance it would Do 
unintelligible (hat Jesus should use this metaphor 
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such offence have been taken when Jesus claimed for Himself the 
right to forgive sins in the present (Mark u 10) 

The baptism of John was therefore an eschatological sacrament 
pointing forward to the pouring forth of the spirit and to the 
judgment, a provision for “ salvation " Hence the wrath of the 
Baptist when he saw Pharisees and Sadducees crowding to his 
oaptism* “Ye generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bring forth now fruits meet for 
repentance " (Matt m 7, 8) By the reception of baptism, that is, 
they are saved from the judgment 

As a cleansing unto salvation it is a divine institution, a revealed 
means of grace That is why the question of Jesus, whether the 
baptism of John was from heaven or from men, placed the Scnbes 
at Jerusalem in so awkward a dilemma (Mark xi 30) 

The authority of Jesus, however, goes farther than that of the 
Baptist. As the Messiah who is to come He can give even here 
below to those who gather about Him a right to partake in the 
Messianic feast, by this distribution of food to them, only, they 
do not know what is happening to them and He cannot solve the 
nddle for them The supper at the Lake of Gennesareth was a 
veiled eschatological sacrament Neither the disciples nor the 
multitude understood what was happening, since they did not know 
who He was who thus made them His guests 1 This meal must 

1 The thought of the Messianic feast a found in Isaiah lv i ff and lav 13 ff 
It is vcrj strongly marked in Isa. job 6-8, a passage which perhaps dates from the 
time of Alexander the Great, '■ and Jahweh of Hosts will prepare upon this mountain 
for all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast of wme on the lees, of fat things prepared 
with marrow, of wme on ihe lees well refined. He shall destroy, in this mountain, 
among all peoples, the \eil which has veiled all peoples and the covering which has 
covered all nations He shall destroy death for ever, and the Lord Jahueh shall 
wipe away the tears from off all faces , and Ihe reproach of His people shall disappear 
from the earth " (The German follows Kautzsch’s translation ) 

In Enoch xxn and xxv the conception of the Messianic feast is connected with 
that of the tree of life which shall offer its fruits to die elect upon the mountain of 
the King Similarly in the Testament of Levi, cap xml zi 

The decisive passage is in Enoch lm 14 After the Porousia of the Son of Man, 
and after the Judgment, the elect who have been saved "shall eat with the Son of 
Man, shall sit down and me up with Him to all eternity " 

Jesus’ references to the Messianic feast are therefore not mere!) images bin point 
to a reality In Malt via 11 and 12 He prophesies that many shall come from the 
East and from the West to sit at meat with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob In Matt 
am 1-14 the Messianic feast is pictured as a royal marriage, m Matt, xxv 1-13 as a 
marriage feast 

The Apocal] psc is dominated by the (bought of the feast in all its forms In 
Rev 11 7 it appears m connexion with the thought of the tree of life , in 11 17 
it is pictured as a feeding wuh manna , m m 31 it is the feast which the Lord will 
celebrate with His followers , in vai 16, 17 there is an allusion to the Lamb who shall 
feed His own so that the) shall no more hunger or thirst , chapter sox describes the 
marriage feast of the Lamb 

Th* Messianic feast therefore plajcd a dominant pari in the conception of 
bitsdiai from Enoch 10 the Apocalypse of John From this we can estimate 
what sacramental significance a guarantee of taking part in that feast must have had 
The meaning of the celebration was obvious in itself and was made manifest m the 
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hare been transformed by tradition into a miracle, a result 
which may hate been in part due to the references to the wonders 
of the Messianic feast which were doubtless contained in the 
prayers, not to speak of the eschatological enthusiasm which then 
prevailed umv ersilly Did not the disciples believe that on the 
same evening, when they had been commanded to take Jesus into 
their ship at the mouth of the Jordan, to which point He had 
walked along the shore — did they not believe that they saw Him 
come walking towards them upon the waves of the sea? The 
impulse to the introduction of the miraculous into the narrative 
came from the unintelligible element with which the men who 
surrounded Jesus were at this time confronted . 1 

The Last Supper at Jerusalem had the same sacramental 
significance as that at the lake. Towards the end of the meal 
Jesus, after giving thanks, distributes the bread and wine. This 
had as little to do with the satisfaction Of hunger as the distribution 
to the Gililacan believers The act of Jesus is an end in itself, 
and the significance of the celebration consists in the fact that it 
is He Himself who makes the distribution In Jerusalem, however, 
they understood what was meant, and He explained it to them 
explicitly by telling them that He would dnnk no more of the 
fruit of the vine until He drank it new in the Kingdom of God. 
The mysterious images which He used at the time of the distri- 
bution concerning the atoning significance of His death do not 
touch the essence of the celebration, they are only discourses 


accompanying it 

On this interpretation, therefore, we may think of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper as from the first eschatological sacraments in the 
eschatological movement which later detached itself from Judaism 
under the name of Christianity That explains why we find them 
both in Paul and m the earliest theology as sacramental acts, not 
as symbolic ceremonies, and find them dominating the whole 
Christian doctrine. Apart from the assumption of the eschato- 
logical sacraments, we can only make the history of dogma begin 
with a "fall" from the earlier purer theology into the sacramental 
magical, without being able to adduce a single syllable m 
of the idea that after the death of Jesus Baptism and the Lords 
Supper existed even for an hour as symbolical actions— Paul, 
indeed, makes this supposition wholly impossible. 

In any case the adoption of the baptism of John m Christian 
practice cannot be explained except on the assumption that it was 

conduct of n The svctamental effect was wholly independent of the t.ppn*«^oB 
C omprehension of the recipient Therefore, m this also the mcsl n« the M.e 

so relatively near the events ns our Mart does 
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the sacrament of the eschatological community, a revealed means 
of securing “salvation” which was not altered in the slightest by the 
Messiahship of Jesus How else could we explain the fact that 
baptism, without any commandment of Jesus, and without Jesus’ 
ever having baptized, was taken over, as a matter of course, into 
Christianity, and was given a special reference to the receiving of 
the Spmt? 

It is no use proposing to explain it as having been instituted 
as a symbolical repetition of the baptism of Jesuc, thought of as 
“an anointing to the Messiahship " There is not a single passage 
in ancient theology to support such a theory. And we may point 
also to the fact that Paul never refers to the baptism of Jesus in 
explaining the character of Christian baptism, never, in fact, makes 
any distinct reference to it And how could baptism, if it had 
been a symbolical repetition of the baptism of Jesus, ever have 
acquired this magic-sacramental sense of “salvation”? 

Nothing shows more clearly than the dual character of ancient 
baptism, which makes it the guarantee both, of the reception of the 
Spint and of deliverance from the judgment, that it is nothing else 
than the eschatological baptism of John with a smgle difference 
Baptism with water and baptism with the Spirit are now connected 
not only logically, but also in point of time, seeing that since the day 
of Pentecost the penod of the outpouring of the Spint is present 
The two portions of the eschatological sacrament which in the 
Baptist’s preaching were distinguished in point of time — because he 
did not expect the outpouring of the Spint until some future penod 
— are now brought together, since one eschatological condition — 
the baptism with the Spint — is now present The “ Chnstiamsing ” 
of baptism consisted in this and in nothing else, though Paul 
earned it a stage farther when he formed the conception of 
baptism as a mystic partaking in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. 

Thus the thoroughgoing eschatological interpretaiion of the 
Life of Jesus puts into the hands of those who are reconstructing 
the history of dogma in the earliest times an explanation of the 
conception of the sacraments, of which they had been able hitherto 
only to note the presence as an x of which the ongin was un- 
discoicrable, and for which they possessed no equation by which 
it could be evaluated. If Christianity as the religion of historically 
revealed mysteries was able to lay hold upon Hellenism and over- 
come it, the reason of this was that it was already in its purely 
eschatological beginnings a religion of sacraments, a religion of 
eschatological sacraments, since Jesus had recognised a Divine 
institution in the baptism of John, and had Himself performed a 
sacramental action in the distribution of food at the Lake of 
Gennesarcth and at the Last Supper 
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This being so, the feeding of the multitude also belongs to the 
dogmatic element in the history. But no one had previously 
recognised it as what it really was, an indirect disclosure of the 
Messianic secret, just as no one had understood the full sig nifican ce 
of Jesus’ description of the Baptist as Riia« 

But how does Peter at Caesarea Philippi know the secret of his 
Master? What he there declares is not a conviction which had 
gradually dawned on him, and slowly grown through various stages 
of probability and certainty. ° 

The real character of this incident has been interpreted with 
remarkable penetration by Wrede. The incident itself, he says, is 
to be understood in quite as supernatural a fashion m Mark as in 
Matthew But on the other hand one does not receive the 
impression that the writer intends to represent the confession as a 
merit or a discovery of Peter “For according to the text of 
Mark, Jesus shows no trace of joy or surprise at this confession 
His only answer consists of the command to say nothing about 
His Messiahship ” Keun, whom Wrede quotes^ had received a 
similar impression from die Marcan account, and had supposed 
that Jesus had actually found the confession of Peter inopportune 
How is all this to be explained — the supernatural knowledge 
of Peter and the rather curt fashion m which Jesus receives his 
declaration ? 


It might be worth while to put the story of the transfiguration 
side by side with the incident at Caesarea Philippi, since there 
the Divine Sonship of Jesus is “ a second time ” revealed to the 
"three,” Peter, James, and John, and the revelation is made 
supeFnaturally by a voice from heaven It is rather striking that 
Mark does not seem to be conscious that he is reporting something 
which the disciples knew already At the beginning of the actual 
transfiguration Peter still addresses Jesus simply as Rabbi (Mark 
rx 5) And what does it mean when Jesus, during the descent 
from the mountain, forbids them to speak to any man concerning 
that which they have seen until after the resurrection of the Son of 
Man? That would exclude even the other disciples who knew 
only the secret of His Messiahship But why should they not be 
told of the Divine confirmation of that which Peter had declared 
at Caesarea Philippi and Jesus had “admitted”? 

What has the transfiguration to do with the resurrection of the 
dead ? And why are the thoughts of the disciples suddenly busied, 
not with what they have seen, not with the fact that the Son of 
Man shall nse from the dead, but simply with the possibility of the 
rising from the dead, the difficulty being that Elias was not yet 
present? Those who see in the transfiguration a projection 
backwards of the Pauline theology into the Gospel history do 
lot realise what are the principal points and difficulties of the 
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narrative The problem lies in the conversation during the 
descent Against the Messiahship of Jesus, against His rising 
from the dead, they have only one objection to suggest Elias had 
not yet come. 

We see here, in the first place, the importance of the revelation 
which Jesus had made to the people in declaring to them the 
secret that the Baptist is Elias From the standpoint of the 
eschatological expectation no one could recognise Elias m the 
Baptist, unless he knew of the Messiahship of Jesus And no one 
could believe in the Messiahship and “ resurrection n of Jesus, that 
is, m His Parousia, without presupposing that Elias had in some 
way or other already come. This was therefore the primary 
difficulty of the disciples, the stumbling-block which Jesus must 
remove for them by making the same revelation concerning the 
Baptist to them as to the people It is also once more abundantly 
clear that expectation was directed at that time primarily to the 
coming of Elias 1 But since the whole eschatological movement 
arose out of the Baptist's preaching, the natural conclusion is that 
byV'him who was to come after ” and baptize with the Holy Spint 
John meant, not the Messiah, but Ehas 

But if the non-appearance of Ehas was the primary difficulty 
of the disciples in connexion with the Messiahship of Jesus and 
all that it implied, why does it only strike the " three,” and more- 
over, all three of them together, now, and not at Caesarea Philippi?* 
How could Peter there have declared it and here be still labouring 
with the rest over the difficulty which stood in the way of his own 
declaration ? To make the narrative coherent, the transfiguration, 
as being a revelation of the Messiahship, ought to precede the 
incident at Caesarea Philippi Now let us look at the connexion 
m which it actually occurs It falls in that inexplicable section 
Mark vm 34-nt 30 m which the multitude suddenly appears in 
the company of Jesus who is sojourning in a Gentile district, only 
to disappear again, equally enigmatically, afterwards, when He 
sets out for Galilee, instead of accompanying Him back to their own 
country. 

In this section everything points to the situation during the 
dajs at Bethsaida after the return of the disciples from their 
mission Jesus is surrounded by the people, while what He desires 
is to be alone with His immediate followers The disciples make 
use of the healing powers which He had bestowed upon them 
when sending them forth, and have the experience of finding that 
they are not in all cases adequate (Mark ix 14-39) The 

1 It is to be noticed that the cry of Jesus from the cross, "Eli, Eh," was 
immediately interpreted by the bystanders as referring to Ehas 

From Ibis difficult} we can see, too* how impossible it was for any of them to 
bsne • sun red gridusH} at the knowledge of the Messiihship of Jesus ” 
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mountain to which He takes the " three" is not a mountain m the 
north, or as some hare suggested, an imaginary mountain of die 
Evangelist, but the same to which Jesus went up to pray and to be 
alone on the evening of the feeding of the multitude (Mark vi 46 
and ix. 2) The house to which He goes after His return from 
the transfiguration is therefore to be placed at Bethsaida. 

Another thing which points to a sojourn at Bethsaida after the 
feeding of the multitude is the story of the healing of the blind 
man at Bethsaida (Mark vrn. 22-26) 

The circumstances, therefore, which we have to presuppose are 
that Jesus is surrounded and thronged by the people at Bethsaida. 
In order to be alone He once more puts the Jordan between Himself 
and the multitude, and goes with the “ three ” to the mountain where 
He had prayed after the feeding of the five thousand. This is the 
only way m which we can understand how the people failed to follow 
Him, and He was able really to carry out His plan. 

But how could this stoiy be torn out of its natural context and 
its scene removed to Caesarea Philippi, where it is both on external 
and internal grounds impossible ? What we need to notice is the 
Marcan account of the events which followed the sending forth of 
the disciples We have two stones of the feeding of the multitude 
with a crossing of the lake after each (Mark vL 31-56, Mark m 
1-22), two stones of Jesus going away towards the north with the 
same motive, that of being alone and unrecognised The first 
time, after the controversy about the washing of hands. His course 
is directed towards Tyre (Mark vu 24-30), the second time, after 
the demand for a sign, he goes into the distnct of Caesarea Philippi 
(Mark vm. af) The scene of the controversy about the washing 
of hands is some locality m the plain of Gennesareth (Mark 
53 ff) , Dalmanutha is named as the place where the sign was 
demanded (Mark m 10 ff) 

The most natural conclusion is to identify the two cases of 
feeding the multitude* and the two journeys northwards In that 
case we should have in the section Mark vi 3 1— ix 30, two sets of 
narratives worked into one another, both recounting how Jesus, 
after the disciples came back to Him, went with them from 
Capernaum to the northern shore of the lake, was there surprised 
by the multitude, and after the meal which He gave them, crossed 
the Jordan by boat to Bethsaida, stayed there for a while* and then 
returned again by ship to the country of Gennesareth, and was 
there again overtaken and surrounded by the people, then after 
some controversial encounters with the Scnbes, who at the report 
of His miracles had come down from Jerusalem (Mark vu. 1), left 
Galilee and again went northwards 1 


1 For Use hypothesis of the two sets of nanatnes which have been « 
one another, see the "Sketch of the Life of Jesus,” 190s. p 5 ®** “ Ar,cr l “ 
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The seams at the joining of the narratives can be recognised m 
Mark vn 31, where Jesus is suddenly transferred from the north to 
Decapohs, and m the saying in Mark viu 14 ff, which makes 
explicit reference to the two miracles of feeding the multitude 
Whether the Evangelist himself worked these two sets of narratives 
together, or whether he found them already united, cannot be 
determined, and is not of any direct historical interest. The dis- 
order is m any case so complete that we cannot fully reconstruct 
each of the separate sets of narratives 

The external reasons why the narratives of Mark vm 34-ix 30, 
of which the scene is on the northern shore of the lake, are placed 
in this way after the incident of Caesarea Philippi are not difficult 
to grasp The section contains an impressive discourse to the 
people on following Jesus m His sufferings, crucifixion, and death 
(Mark vm 34-ix. 1). For this reason the whole senes of scenes is 
attached to the revelation of the secret of the suffering of the Son 
of Man; and the redactor did not stop to think how the people 
could suddenly appear, and as suddenly disappear again The 
statement, too, "He called the people with the disciples” (Mark vm 
34), helped to mislead him into inserting the section at this point, 
although this very remark points to the circumstances of the tune 
just after the return of the disciples, when Jesus was sometimes 
alone with the disciples, and sometimes calls the eager multitude 
about Him 

The whole scene belongs, therefore, to the days which He spent 
at Bethsaida, and originally followed immediately upon the crossing 
of the lake, after the feeding of the multitude It was after Jesus 
had been six days surrounded by the people, not six days after the 
revelation at Caesarea Philippi, that the ® transfiguration " took place 
(Mark ix. a) On this assumption, all the difficulties of the incident 
at Caesarea Philippi are cleared up in a moment, there is no 
longer anything strange in the fact that Peter declares to Jesus who 
He really is, while Jesus appears neither surprised nor especially 
rejoiced at the insight of His disciple The transfiguration had, m 
fact, been the revelation of the secret of the Messiahship to the 
three who constituted the inner circle of the disciples 1 And Jesus 
had not Himself revealed it to them , what had happened was, that 

Mission of ihe Disciples Literary and historical problems " A theory resting on 
the same principle was lately worked out in detail by Johannes Weiss, Dm &Uatt 
Etan&ltum (The Earliest Gospel), 1903, p 305 Cf 

’ It is typical of the constant agreement of the critical conclusions m thoroughgoing 
scepticism and thoroughgoing eschatology that Wrede also observes "The trans- 
figurauon and Peter s confession are closely connected tn content ' (p 133) He also 
clearly perceives the raeonsistencj vn the fact that Peter at Caesarea Philippi gives 
evidence of possessing a knowledge which he and his fellow-disciples do not show 
elsewhere (p 119), but the fact that it is Peter, not Jesus, who reveals the Messiaric 
set'et, constitutes a very serious difficulty for Wrede s reading of the facts, since this 
assumes Jesus to have been the revealcr of it 
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in a state of rapture common to them all, in whien they had seen 
the Master in a glonous transfiguration, they had seen Him talkin g 
with Moses and Elios and had heard a voice from heaven saying 
“This is mj beloved Son, hear je Him” 

We must always make a fresh effort to realise to ourselves, that 
Jesus and His immediate followers were, at that time, in an 
enthusiastic state of intense eschatological expectation We must 
picture them among the people^ who were filled with penitence for 
their sms, and with faith in the Kingdom, hourly expecting the 
coming of the Kingdom, and the revelation of Jesus as the Son of 
Man, seeing in the eager multitude itself a sign that their reckoning 
of the time was correct, thus the psychological conditions were 
present for a common ecstatic experience such as is described in the 
account of the transfiguration 

In this ecstasy the “three ” heard the voice from heaven saying 
who He was Therefore, the Matthaean report according to which 
Jesus praises Simon “because flesh and blood have not revealed it 
to him, but the Father who is in heaven,” is not really at variance 
with the briefer Marcan account, since it rightly indicates tne source 


of Peters knowledge. 

Nevertheless Jesus was astonished For Peter here disregarded 
the command given during the descent from the mount of trans- 
figuration He had “betrayed * to the Twelve Jesus’ consciousness 
of His Messiahship One receives the impression that Jesus did 
not put the question to the disciples in order to reveal Himself to 
them as Messiah, and that by the impulsive speech of Peter, upon 
whose silence He had counted because of His command, and to 
whom He had not specially addressed the question. He was forced 
to take a different line of action in regard to the Twelve from what 
He had intended It is probable that He had never had the 
intention of revealing the secret of His Messiahship to the disciples. 
Otherwise He would not have kept it from them at the time of 
their when He did not expect them to return before the 

Parousia. Even at the transfiguration the “three ’ do not learnrt 
from His lips, but in a state of ecstasy, an ecstasy which He shared 
with them At Caesarea Philippi it is not He, but Peter, who 
reveals His Messiahship We may say, therefore, that Jesus aid 
not voluntarily give up His Messianic secret; it was wrung from 
Him by the pressure of events. . 

However that may be, from Caesarea Philippi onwards it was 
known to the other disciples through Peter, what Jesus Bimseit 
revealed to them, was the secret of his sufferings. 

Pfleiderer and Wrede were quite right in pointing to the dear 
and definite predictions of the suffering death, and resurrection as 
the historically inexplicable element m our reports, since the 
necessity ofJesu s ’ death, by which modem theology endeavours 
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to make His resolve and His predictions intelligible, is not a 
necessity which arises out of the historical course of events. There 
was not present any natural ground for such a resolve on the part 
of Jesus Had He returned to Galilee, He would immediately 
have had the multitudes flocking after Him again 

In order to make the historical possibility of the resolve to 
suffer and the prediction of the sufferings m some measure 
intelligible, modem theology has to ignore the prediction of the 
resurrection which is bound up with them, for this is “ dogmatic " 
That is, however, not permissible We must, as Wrede insists, take 
the words as they are, and must not even indulge in ingenious 
explanations of the ** three da) s ” Therefore, the resolve to suffer 
and to die are dogmatic ; therefore, according to him, they are un- 
historical, and only to be explained by a literary hypothesis 

But the thoroughgoing eschatological school says they are 
dogmatic, and therefore historical , because they find their 
explanation in eschatological conceptions 

Wrede held that the Messianic conception implied m the 
Marean narrative is not the Jewish Messianic conception, just 
because of the thought of suffering and death which it involves 
No stress must be laid on the fact that m Fourth Ezra vu 29 the 
Christ dies and rises again, because His death takes place at the end 
of the Messianic Kingdom 1 The Jewish Messiah is essentially a 
glonous being who shall appear in the last time True, but the 
case in which the Messiah should be present, prior to the Parousia, 
should cause the final tabulations to come upon the earth, and 
should Himself undergo them, does not arise in the Jewish 
eschatology as described fiom without. It first arises with the 
self-consciousness of Jesus Therefore, the Jewish conception of 
the Messiah has no information to give us upon this point 

In order to understand Jesus’ resolve to suffer, we must first 
recognise that the mystery of this suffering is involved m the mystery 
of the Kingdom of God, since the Kingdom cannot come until the 
wcipwr/to? has taken place. This certainty of suffering is quite 
independent of the histone circumstances, as the beatitude on the 
persecuted in the sermon on the mount, and the predictions in the 
discourse at the sending forth of the Twelve, clearly show- Jesus’ 
prediction of His own sufferings at Caesarea Philippi is precisely as 
unintelligible, precisely as dogmatic, and therefore precisely as 
historical as the prediction to the disciples at the time of their 
mission The " must be " of the sufferings is the same — the coming 
of the Kingdom, and of the Parousia, which are dependent upon 
the mpocyio's having first taken place 

' "After these years shill my San. the Christ, die together with all who hive Ihe 
treith of men Then shall the Age be changed into the primeval silence , seven dars 
as at the first beginning so that no man shall be left After seven dais shall the 
Age, wh ch now sleeps, avvahe, and perishability shall itself pensb " 
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In the first period Jesus’ thoughts concerning His own sufferings 
were included in the more general thought of the sufferings which 
formed part of the mystery of the Kingdom of God The exhorta- 
tions to hold steadfastly to Him in the time of trial, and not to lose 
faith m Him, certainly tended to suggest that He thought of 
Himself as the central point amid these conflicts and confusions, 
and reckoned on the possibility of His own death as much as on 
that of others Upon this point nothing more definite can be said, 
since the mystery of Jesus’ own sufferings does not detach itself 
from the mystery of the sufferings connected with the Kingdom of 
God until after the Messianic secret is made known at Caesarea 
Philippi What is certain is that, for Him, suffering was always 
associated with the Messianic secret^ since He placed His Parousia 
at the end of die pre-Messianic tribulations in which He was to 


have His part 

The suffering, death, and resurrection of which the secret was 
revealed at Caesarea Philippi are not therefore in themselves new 
or surprising. 1 The novelty hes m the form in which they are 
conceived The tribulation, so far as Jesus is concerned, is 
now connected with an histone event : He will go to Jerusalem, there 
to suffer death at the hands of the authorities 

For the future, however, He no longer speaks of the general 
tribulation which He is to bring upon the earth, nor of the sufferings 
which await His followers, nor of the sufferings m which they must 
rally round Him In the predictions of the passion there is no 
word of that ; at Jerusalem there is no word of that This thought 


disappears once for all 

In the secret of His passion which Jesus reveals to the disciples 
at Caesarea Philippi the pre-Messianic tribulation is for others set 
aside, abolished, concentrated upon Himself alone, and that m the 

i Difficult problems are involved in the prediction of the resurrection m Mari-av. 
38 Jesus there promises His disciples that He win '‘go before them/ nto (Mdee 
That cannot mean that He will go alone into Galilee before them, and that they 
shall there meet with Him, their risen Master , what He contemplates is that H 
shall return mtA them, at their head, from Jerusalem to Galilee. Was « ffiat the 
manifestation of the Son of Man and of the Judgment should take place there/ 00 
much » dear the sa>ing, far from directing the disciples to go away to Gahh*. 
chains them to Jerusalem, there to await Him who should lead them tamjt 
should not therefore be claimed as supporting the tradition of the GaUiaesn 


it •• corrected ” by the saying or the •• young man ” at the gra ve, wto 
says to the women, Go, tell Ha disciples and Peter that He goeth before you mto 
Galilee. There shall ye see Him as He said unto you Bl 

Here then the idea of following m point of time is foisted 
goeth before yon," whereas in the original the word has a purely focal sense, 
corresponding to the icul vfoi.iv r adnoJr 6 IijeePr in Mari *. 3® Temsalem. 

But the correction is itself meaningless since the visions ooh place in Jeresa^L 
We have therefore in this passage a more detailed indication of tlm waym whdi 
stifnifffit of the events subsequent to His Resurrection The interpret* 

impossible for us it was not 
earliest tradition, as is shown bj the attempt to give it a meaning by the 
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form that they are fulfilled in His own passion and death at Jerusalem 
That was the new conviction that had dawned upon Him. He 
must suffer for others . . that the Kingdom might come 

Hus change was due to the non-fulfilment of the promises made 
m the discourse at the sending forth of the Twelve He had 
thought then to let loose the final tribulation and so compel the 
coming of the Kingdom. And the cataclysm had not occurred 
He had expected it also after the return of the disciples In 
Bethsaida, m speaking to the multitude which He had consecrated 
by the foretaste of the Messiamc feast, as also to the disciples at 
the time of their mission, He had turned their thoughts to things 
to come and had adjured them to be prepared to suffer with Hun, 
to give up their lives, not to be ashamed of Him m His humiliation, 
since otherwise the Son of Man would be ashamed of them when 
He came m glory (Mark vui 34-uc 1) 1 

In leaving Galilee He abandoned the hope that the final 
tribulation would begin of itself. If it delays, that means that 
there is still something to be done, and yet another of the violent 
must lay violent hands upon the Kingdom of God The movement 
of repentance had not been sufficient When, in accordance with 
His commission, by sending forth the disciples with then message, 
he hurled the fire-brand which should kindle the fiery trials of the 
Last Time, the flame went out He had not succeeded m sending 
the sword on earth and storing up the conflict And until the 
time of trial had come, the coming of die Kingdom and His own 
manifestation as Son of Man were impossible 

That meant — not that the Kingdom was not near at hand — 
but that God had appointed otherwise m regard to the time of 
tnaL He had heard the Lord’s Prayer in which Jesus and His 
followers prayed for the coming of the Kingdom — and at the same 
time, for deliverance from the ireipatrpfe The time of tnal was not 
come, therefore God in His mercy and omnipotence had eliminated 
it from the series of eschatological events, and appointed to Him 
whose commission had been to bnng it about, instead to accomplish 
it m His own person As He who was to rule over the members 
of the Kingdom m the future age, He was appointed to serve them 
m the present, to give His life for them, the many (Mark x 45 and 
xiv 24), and to make m His own blood the atonement which they 
would have had to render in the tribulation 

The Kingdom could not come until the debt which weighed 
upon the world was discharged Until then, not only the now 
living believers, but the chosen of al! generations since the beginning 

11 B 0150 * rom ** forra taken bj the prophecy of the sufferings 

~ *e*hon Mail- vm 34 ff cannot possibly come after the rev elation it Caesarea 
.. 1 since in it. 11 is the thought of the general sufferings which is implied For 

reason the predictions of suffering and tnbnlauon in the Synoptic 
Apocaljpse m Mark mi cannot be derived tom Jesus 



388 


SCEPTICISM AND ESCHATOLOGY 


of the world wait for their manifestation in glory — Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob and all the countless unknown who should come from 
the East and from the West to sit at tables with them at the 
Messianic feast (Matt vru n) The enigmatic sroAAof for whom 
Jesus dies are those predestined to the Kingdom, since His death 
must at last compel the Coming of the Kingdom 1 

This thought Jesus found in the prophecies of Isaiah, which 
spoke of the suffering Servant of the Lord The mysterious descnp- 
tion of Him who m His humiliation was despised and misunderstood, 
who, nevertheless bears the guilt of others and afterwards is made 
manifest in what He has done for them, points, He feels, to Himself 
And since He found it there set down that He must suffer 
unrecognised, and that those for whom He suffered should doubt 
Him, His suffering should, nay must, remain a mystery In that 
case those who doubted Him would not bring condemnation upon 
themselves He no longer needs to adjure them for their own 
sakes to be faithful to Him and to stand by Him even amid 
reproach and humiliation , He can calmly predict to His disciples 
that they shall all be offended in Him and shall flee (Mark jiv 2 6, 
27), He can tell Peter, who boasts that he will die with Him, that 
before the dawn he shall deny Him thnce (Mark xiv 29-31); all 
that is so set down in the Scripture They must doubt Him But 
now they shall not lose their blessedness, for He bears all sms 
and transgressions That, top, is buned in the atonement which 
He offers 


2 Weisse and Bruno Bauer bad long ago pointed out how canons it was that 
Jesus in the sayings about His sufferings spoke of " many" instead of speaking of 
11 His own ’ or "the believers " Weisse (bond in the words the thought that Jesns 
died for the nation as a whole , Bruno Bauer that the 11 for many” in the words of 
jesns was derived ftw the new of the later theology of the Christian community 
This explanation is certainly wrong, for so soon as the words of Jesns come into any 
kind of contact with early theology the "many" disappear to give place to the 
•< believers " In the Pauline words of institution the form is My body for yon 
jj Cor xi 34) « 

Johannes Wens follows in the footsteps of Weisse when be interprets the "many 
as the nation (Z>« Pn&gtjesu vom Xoche Gotta, and ed. , 1509, p 001) He gnes 
however, quite a false turn to this interpretation by arguing that the " many cannot 
include the disciples, since they "who in faith and penitence have received the tidings 01 
the Kingdom of God no longer need a special means of deliverance such as this iney 

are the chosen, to them the Kingdom is assured But a ransom, a special means “ 
salvation, is needful for the mass of the people, who in their blindness have incureca 
the guilt of rejecting the Messiah. For this grave sin, which is, nevertheless, to some 
extent excused as due to ignorance, there is a unique atoning sacrifice, the acatn 01 

the Messnh. ^ on a distinction or which there is no torn m the teaching of 
Jesus , and it takes no account of the predestinanamsm which is an integral part o 
eschato logy, and which, in fact, dominated the thoughts of Jeus The Lord 
Spoils that He dies only for the elect. For others Hi* death «**"*“£ 
nor even their ova repentances Moietner, He does not die in order tha 
or that one may come into the Kingdom of God , He provides the a,on “?fV ct 
order that the Kingdom itself may come. Until the Kingdom comes even the 
cannot possess iL 
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Therefore, also, there is no need for them to understand His 
secret He spoke of it to them without any explanation It is 
sufficient that they should know why He goes up to Jerusalem 
They, on their part, are thinking only of the coming transformation 
of all things, as their conversation shows. The prospect which He 
has opened up to them is clear enough , the only thing that they 
do not understand is why He must first die at Jerusalem The 
first time that Peter ventured to speak to Him about it, He had 
turned on him with cruel harshness, had almost cursed him (Mark vm. 
32, 33) ; from that time forward they no longer dared to ask Him 
anything about it The new thought of His own passion has its 
basis therefore m the authority with which Jesus was armed to 
bnng about the beginning of the final tribulation Ethically 
regarded, His taking the suffering upon Himself is an act of mercy 
and compassion towards those who would otherwise have had to 
bear these tribulations, and perhaps would not have stood the test. 
Historically regarded, the thought of His sufferings involves the 
same lofty treatment both of history and eschatology as was 
manifested in the identification of the Baptist with Elias For 
now He identifies His condemnation and execution, which are 
to take place on natural lines, with the predicted pre-Messianic 
tribulations This impenous forcing of eschatology into history is 
also its destruction; its assertion and abandonment at the same 
time 

Towards Passover, therefore, Jesus sets out for Jerusalem, solely 
in order to die there. 1 “It is,” says Wrede, "beyond question the 
opinion of Mark that Jesus went to Jerusalem because He had 
decided to die , that is obvious even from the details of the story.” 
It is therefore a mistake to speak of Jesus as “teaching" in 
Jerusalem. He has no intention of doing so As a prophet He 
foretells in veiled parabolic form the offence which must come 
(Mark mi i-ra), exhorts men to watch for the Parousia, pictures 
the nature of the judgment which the Son of Man shall hold, and. 
for the rest, thinks only how He can so provoke the Pharisees and 
the mlers that they will be compelled to get rid of Him That is 
why He violently cleanses the Temple, and attacks the Pharisees, 
in the presence of the people, with passionate invective 

From the revelation at Caesarea Philippi onward, all that 
belongs to the history of Jesus, in the strict sense, are the events 
which lead up to His death ; or, to put it more accurately, the 
events in which He Himself is the sole actor The other things 
which happen, the questions which are laid before Him for decision, 
the episodic incidents which occur in those days, have nothing to 

1 One mie;hi use it ts a principle of division by which to classify the hies of 
leva, whether they make Him go to Jerusalem to work or to die. Here as in so 
naj piker places Waste's dearness of perception is surprising Jesus’ journey was 
aceo-flmg to nun a pflgnmage 10 death not to the Passover. 
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do with the real “Life of Jesus," since they contribute nothing to 
the decisive issue, but merely form the anecdotic fringes of the real 
outward and inward event, the deliberate bringing down of death 
upon Himself 

It is in truth surprising that He succeeded m transforming into 
history this resolve which had its roots m dogma, and really dying 
alone Is it not almost unintelligible that His disciples were not 
involved in His fate ? Not even the disciple who smote with the 
sword was arrested along with Him (Mark xiv 47), Peter, 
recognised in the courtyard of the High Priest’s house as one who 
had been with Jesus the Nazarene, is allowed to go free 

For a moment indeed, Jesus believes that the “three" are 
destined to share His fete, not from any outward necessity, but 
because they bad professed themselves able to suffer the last 
extremities with Him. The sons of Zebedee, when He asked them 


whether, m order to sit at His right hand and His left, they art 
prepared to drink His cup and be baptized with His baptism, had 
declared that they were, and thereupon He had predicted that they 
should do so (Marie x 38, 39). Peter again had that very night, in 
spite of the warning of Jesus, sworn that he would go even unto 
death with Him (Mark xiv 30, 31) Hence He is conscious of a 
higher possibility that these three are to go through the trial with 
Him He takes them with Him to Gethsemane and bids them 
remain near Him and watch with Him And since they do not 
perceive the danger of the hour. He adjures them to watch and pray 
They are to pray that they may not have to pass through the tnal 
(Iva pi, SlftjTc rfs rrtipmrp&v) since, though the spirit is willing, the 
flesh is weak. Amid His own sore distress He is anxious about 
them and their capacity to share His tnal as they had declared 

their willingness to do 1 - 

Here also it is once more made clear that for Jesus the aeceesty 
of His death is grounded in dogma, not in external histonral 
Above the dogmatic eschatological necessity, however, 
the omnipotence of God, which is bound by no hmitaUons A 
Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer had taught His followers to 
deliverance from the weipoo-jws, and as in Hmfears for 
bids them pray for the same thing, so now He Himself P J 
deliverance, even m this last moment when He taows that 

SSShS which » corns » «=* 3 

Literal history does not exist for Him, only the will oi u 
this is exalted even above eschatdogiCTl necessity Jesus and 

But how did this exact agreement between the late o j 
His preSot come about? Why M 
Him only, not at His whole following, not even at the W 

> .. Tint ye en*er not into temptation - » the content of the pmyer 
to offer while watching with Him 
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He was arrested and condemned on account of His Messianic 
daims But how did the High Priest know that Jesus claimed to 
be the Messiah ? And why does he put the accusation as a direct 
question without calling witnesses in support of it? Why was the 
attempt first made to bring up a saying about the Temple which 
could be interpreted as blasphemy in order to condemn Him on 
this ground (Mark xiv. 57-59)? Before that again, as is endent 
from Mark’s account^ they had brought up a whole crowd of 
witnesses in the hope of securing evidence sufficient to justify His 
condemnation ; and the attempt had not succeeded 

It was only after all these attempts had failed that the High 
Pnest brought his accusation concerning the Messianic claim, and 
he did so without citing the three necessary witnesses Why so ? 
Because he had not got them The condemnation of Jesus 
depended on His own admission That was why they had 
endeavoured to convict Him upon other charges 1 

This wholly unintelligible feature of the trial confirms what is 
evident also from the discourses and attitude of Jesus at Jerusalem, 
viz. that He had not been held by the multitude to be the 
Messiah, that the idea of His making such claims had not for a 
moment occurred to them — lay in fact for them quite beyond the 
range of possibility. Therefore He cannot have made a Messianic 
entry 

According to Havet, Brandt, Wellhausen, Dalman, and Wrede 
the ovation at the entry had no Messianic character whatever. It 
is wholly mistaken, as Wrede quite rightly remarks, to represent 
matters as if the Messianic ovation was forced upon Jesus — that He 
accepted it with inner repugnance and m silent passivity. For that 
would involve the supposition that the people had for a moment 
regarded Him as Messiah and then afterwards had shown them- 
selves as completely without any suspicion of His Messiahship as 
though they had in the interval drunk of the waters of Lethe. The 
exact opposite is true. Jesus Himself made the preparations for 
the Messianic entry. Its Messianic features were due to His 
arrangements. He made a point of riding upon the ass, not 
because He was weary, but because He desired that the Messianic 
prophecy of Zech he. 9 should be secretly fulfilled 

The entry is therefore a Messianic act on the part of Jesus, an 
action m which His consciousness of His office breaks through, as 
it did at the sending forth of the disciples, in the explanation that 

1 \s long ago os iSSo, H V Bleb} (7>r Trust cf Jesus considered as a Judicial 
Acs) hid emphasised this circumstance os significant. The injustice in the tnal of 
Jesus coasts’ rf, according to him, m the fact that He was condemned on His own 
admisson without any witnesses being called Dalman, it is true, will not admit 
that this technical error was Terr serious. 

But the really important po'nt is not whether the condemnation was legal or not 
it is the significant fact that the High Pnest called no witnesses. Why did he not 
naH any ? This queshoa was obscured for B'chgr and Dalman by other proVem*. 
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the Baptist was Elias, and m the feeding of the multitude. But 
others can have had no suspicion of the Messianic significance 
of that which was going on before their eyes The entry into 
Jerusalem was therefore Messianic for Jesus, but not Messianic for 
the people 

But what was He for the people ? Here Wrede’s theory that 
He was a teacher again refutes itself In the triumphal entry there 
is more than the ovation oJTered to a teacher The jubilations have 
reference to “Him who is to come", it is to Him that the 
acclamations are offered and because of Him that the people 
rejoice in the nearness of the Kingdom, as m Mark, the cnes of 
jubilation show, for here, as Dalman nghtly remarks, there is 
actually no mention of the Messiah 

Jesus therefore made His entry into Jerusalem as the Prophet^ 
as Elias That is confirmed by Matthew (xxi xi), although Matthew 
gives a Messianic colouring to the entry itself by bringing in the 
acclamation m which He was designated the Son of David, just as, 
conversely, he reports the Baptist’s question nghtly, and introduces 
it wrongly, by making the Baptist hear of the “works of the 


Christ ” 

Was Mark conscious, one wonders, that it was not a Messianic 
entry that he was reporting? We do not know It is not inherently 
impossible that, as Wrede asserts, “he bad no real view concerning 
the historical life of Jesus,” did not know whether Jesus was 
recognised as Messiah, and took no interest m the question from an 
historical point of view Fortunately for ns* For that is why he 
simply hands on tradition and does not write a Life of Jesus _ 

The wan hypothesis went astray m conceiving this Oospei 
as a Life of Jesus written with either complete or partial historical 
consciousness, and interpreting it on these lines, mi the sole you 
that it only brings in the name Son of Man twice prior to th 
incident a? Caefarea Phihpp, The Life of 
arrived at by following the arrangement of a single Gospel, 
only on the basis of the tradition which is preserved more or Ies 
faithfully in the earliest pair of SynopUc Gospds m 

Questions of literary priority, indeed htenuy ' ac „ 

before their minds, it can mdy be 2«L>» 
experimental reconstruction based on the necessary in 

of the incidents , a clear con- 

"But who could possibly have had in early times 

-po- » 
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They were simply swept through these events by the momentum of 
the purpose of Jesus That is why the tradition is incoherent 
The reality had been incoherent too, since it was only the secret 
Messianic self-consciousness of Jesus which created alike the events 
and their connexion Every Life of Jesus remains therefore a 
reconstruction on the basis of a more or less accurate insight mto 
the nature of the dynamic self-consciousness of Jesus which 
created the history 

The people, whatever Mark may have thought, did not offer 
Jesus a Messianic ovation at all , it was He who, in the conviction 
that they were wholly unable to recognise it, played with His 
Messianic self-consciousness before their eyes, just as He did at 
the tune after the sending forth of the disciples, when, as now, 
He thought the end at hand. It was m the same way, too, that 
He closed the invective against the Phansees with the words “ I 
say unto you, ye shall see me no more until ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord " (Math xxm 39) This 
saying implies His Parous la. 

Similarly He is playing with His secret in that crucial question 
regarding the Messiahship in Mark xn. 35-37 There is no 
question of dissociating the Davidic Sonship from the Messiahship. 1 
He asks only how can the Christ in virtue of His descent from 
David be, as his son, inferior to David, and yet be addressed by 
David m the Psalm as his Lord? The answer is, by reason of 
the metamorphosis and Parousia in which natural relationships are 
abolished and the scion of David's line who is the predistmed 
Son of Man shall take possession of His unique glory 

Far from rejecting the Davidic Sonship in this saying, Jesus, on 
the contrary, presupposes His possession of it That raises the 
question whether He did not really during His lifetime regard 
Himself as a descendant of David and whether He was not 
regarded as such Paul, who otherwise shows no interest in the 
earthly phase of the existence of the Lord, certainly implies 
His descent from David ' 

The blind man at Jencho, too, cnes out to the Nazarene 
prophet as “Son of David" (Mark x 47) But in doing so he 
does not mean to address Jesus as Messiah, for afterwards, when 
he is brought to Him he simply calls Him “Rabbi” (Mark x. 51) 
And the people thought nothing further about what he had said 
When the expectant people bid him keep silence they do not do so 
because the expression Son of David offends them, but because his 
clamour annoys them. Jesus, however, was struck by this cry, 
stood still and caused him, as he was standing timidly behind the 

1 Thu would have been to utter a heresy which would alone hare sufficed to 
secure His condemnation. It would certain!} bate been brought up as ft charge 
against Him 
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eager multitude, to be brought to Him It is possibly of course, 
that this address is a mere mistake in the tradition, the same 
tradition which unsuspectingly brought m the expression Son of 
Man at the wrong place 

So much, however, is certain the people were not made aware of 
the Messiahship of Jesus by the cry of the blind man any more than 
by the outcries of the demoniacs The entry into Jerusalem was 
not a Messianic ovation. AH that history is concerned with is 
that this fact should be admitted on all hands Except Jesus and 
the disciples, therefore* no one knew the secret of His Messiahship 
even m those days at Jerusalem But the High Fnest suddenly 
showed himself in possession of it How ? Through the betrayal 
of Judas 

For a hundred and fifty years the question has been histoncally 
discussed why Judas betrayed his Master That the main 
question for history was what he betrayed was suspected by few and 
they touched on it only in a timid kind of way — indeed the problems 
of the trial of Jesus may be said to have been non-existent for 


criticism 

The traitorous act of Judas cannot have consisted in informing 
the Sanhednn where Jesus was to be found at a suitable place for 
an arrest They could have had that information more cheaply by 
causing Jesus to be watched by spies But Mark expressly says 
that Judas when he betrayed Jesus did not yet know of a favour- 
able opportunity for the arrest but was seeking such an opportunity 
Mark xiv io, n, “And Judas Iscariot; one of the twelve; went unto 
the chief priests, to betray him unto them And when they heard 
it; they were glad, and promised to give him money And he soug 
how he might conveniently betray him ” .. . 

In the betrayal, therefore, there were two points, a more general 
and a more special the general fact by which he gave Jesus into 
their power, and the undertaking to let them know of the nett 
opportunity when they could arrest Him quietly, without pubtaty 
The betrayal by which he brought his Master to dead* m a ns* 

quence of which the rulers decided upon the arrest, taow^that 

their cause was safe m any case, was the betrayal o „ 

secret. Jesus died because two of His disciples had hidkmila 
command of silence- Peter when he made known the o 

the Messiahship to the Twelve at Caesarea Philippi, 

5 SmmumcaLg it to the High Pnest But the dimity w* 
that Judas was the sole witness Thereforethe JW 1 "J 
useless so far as the actual tnal SWdem- 

admitted the charge So they first tried to down 

nation on other grounds, and only ''he" the charge in 

did the High Pnest put; in the form of a queroc^ m 
support of which he could have brought no witnesses. 



THE BETRAYAL OF THE MESSIAHSHIP 39s 

But Jesus immediately admitted it, and strengthened the 
admission by an allusion to His Parousia m the near future as Son 
of Man 

The betrayal and the trial can only be rightly understood when 
it is realised that the public knew nothing whatever of the secret 
of the Messiahship 1 

It is the same in regard to the scene in the presence of Pilate 
The people on that morning knew nothing of the trial of Jesus, but 
came to Pilate with the sole object of asking the release of a 
prisoner, as was the custom at the feast (Mark xv €-8) The idea 
then occurs to Pilate, who was just about to hand over, willingly 
enough, this troublesome fellow and prophet to the pnestly faction, 
to play off the people against the priests and work on the multitude 
to petition for the release of Jesus In this way he would have 
secured himself on both sides He would have condemned Jesus 
to please the pnests, and after condemning Him would have released 
Him to please the people. The pnests are greatly embarrassed by 
the presence of the multitude They had done everything so quickly 
and quietly that they might well have hoped to get Jesus crucified 
before any one knew what was happening or had had time to 
wonder at His non-appearance in the Temple. 

The pnests therefore go among the people and induce them 
not to agree to the Procurator’s proposal How? By telling them 
why He was condemned, by revealing to them the Messianic secret 
That makes Him at once from a prophet worthy of honour into a 
deluded enthusiast and blasphemer. That was the explanation of 
the " fickleness ” of the Jerusalem mob which is always so eloquently 
descnbed, without any evidence for it except this single inex- 
plicable case. 

At midday of the same day — it was the 14th Nisan, and in 
the evening die Paschal lamb would be eaten — Jesus cried aloud 
and expired He had chosen to remain fully conscious to the last 

1 When it u assumed that the Messianic claims of Jesus were generally known 
during those list days at Jerusalem there is a temptation to explain the absence of 
witnesses in regard to them by supposing that they were too much a matter ot 
common knowledge to require evidence. But id that case why should the High 
Priest not have fulfilled the prescribed formalities? Why make such efforts first to 
establish a different charge? Thus the obscure and unintelligible procedure at the 
trial of Jesus becomes in the end the dearest proof that the public knew nothing of 
the Messiahship of Jesus 



XX 


RESULTS 


Those who are fond of talking about negative theology can find 
their account here There is nothing more negative than the 
result of the critical study of the Life of Jesus 

The Jesus of Nazareth who came forward publicly as the 
Messiah, who preached the ethic of the Kingdom of God, who 
founded the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth, and died to give 
His work its final consecration, never had any existence. He is 
a figure designed by rationalism, endowed with hfe by liberalism, 
and clothed by modem theology in an historical garb 

This image has not been destroyed from without, it has fallen 
to pieces, cleft and disintegrated by the concrete historical prob- 
lems which came to the surface one after another, and in spite 
of all the artifice, art, artificiality, and violence which was applied 
to them, refused to be planed down to fit the design on which die 
Jesus of the theology of the last hundred and thirty years had been 
constructed, and were no sooner covered over than they appeared 
again in a new form The thoroughgoing sceptical and die 
thoroughgoing eschatological school have only completed the work 
of destruction by linking the problems into a system and so 
making an end of the Dtvidc ft tmpera of modem theology, 
which undertook to solve each of them separately, that is, in a 
less difficult form Henceforth it is no longer permissible to take 
one problem out of the senes and dispose of it by itself since the 
weight of the whole hangs upon each, 

Whatever the ultimate solution may be, the historical Jesus ot 
whom the criticism of the future, taking as its staiting-pomt the 
problems which have been recognised and admitted, will draw e 
portrait, ram never render modem theology the services which it 
clai med from its own half historical, half-modem, Jesus He wrn 
be a Jesus, who was Messiah, and lived as such, either on me 
ground of a literary fiction of the earliest Evangelist, or on the 
ground of a purely eschatological Messianic conception. 

In either case, He will not be a Jesus Christ to whom the 

39 6 
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religion of the present can ascribe, according to its long-cherished 
custom, its own thoughts and ideas, as it did with the Jesus of its 
own making Nor will He be a figure which can be made by 
a popular historical treatment so sympathetic and universally 
intelligible to the multitude. The historical Jesus will be to our 
time a stranger and an enigma 

The study of the Life of Jesus has had a curious histoiy It 
set out m quest of the historical Jesus, believing that when it had 
found Him it could bring Him straight into our time as a Teacher 
and Saviour. It loosed the bands by which He had been nveted 
for centuries to the stony rocks of ecclesiastical doctrine, and 
rejoiced to see life and movement co min g into the figure once 
more, and the historical Jesus advancing, as it seemed, to meet 
it But He does not stay; He passes by our time and 
returns to His own What surprised and dismayed the theology 
of the last forty years was that despite all forced and arbitrary 
interpretations, it could not keep Him m our time, but had to let 
Him go He returned to His own time, not owing to the application 
of any historical ingenuity, but by the same inevitable necessity 
by which the liberated pendulum returns to its onginal position 

The historical foundation of Christianity as built up by 
rationalistic, by liberal, and by modern theology no longer exists ; 
but that does not mean that Christianity has lost its historical 
foundation The work which historical theology thought itself 
bound to cany out, and which fell to pieces just as it was neanng 
completion, was only the brick facing of the real immovable 
histoncal foundation which is independent of any historical 
comfirmation or justification. 

Jesus means something to our world because a mighty spintual 
force streams forth from Him and Sows through our time also 
This fact can neither be shaken nor confirmed by any histoncal 
discovery. It is the solid foundation of Christianity 

The mistake was to suppose that Jesus could come to mean 
more to our time by entering into it as a man like ourselves 
That is not possible. Fust because such a Jesus never existed. 
Secondly because, although histoncal knowledge can no doubt 
introduce greater dearness into an existing spintual life, it cannot 
call spintual life into existence. History can destroy the present; 
it can reconcile the present with the past , con even to a certain 
extent transport the present into the past; but to contnbute to 
the making of the present is not given unto it 

But it is impossible to over-estimate the value of what German 
research upon the Life of Jesus has accomplished. It is a 
uniquely great expression of sincenty, one of the most significant 
events m the whole mental and spiritual life of humanity What 
has been done fir the religious life of the present and the 
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immediate future by scholars such as P W Sch midt, Bousset, 
Juhcher, Wernel, Wemle — and their pupil Frenssen — and the others 
who have been called to the task of bringing to the knowledge of 
wider circles, in a form which is popular without being superficial, 
the results of religious-histoncal study, only becomes evident when 
one examines the literature and social culture of the Latin 
who have been scarcely if at all touched by the influence of these 
thinkers 

And yet the time of doubt was bound to come We modem 
theologians are too proud of our historical method, too proud 
of our historical Jesus, too confident m our belief in the 
spiritual gains which our historical theology can bring to the 
world The thought that we could build up by the increase 
of historical knowledge a new and vigorous Christianity and set 
free new spiritual forces, rules us like a fixed idea, and prevents 
us from seeing that the task which we have grappled with 
and in some measure discharged is only one of the intellectual 
preliminaries of the great religious task We thought that it 
was for us to lead our time by a roundabout way through the 
historical Jesus, as we understood Him, m order to bring it to 
the Jesus who is a spiritual power in the present This round- 
about way has now been closed by genuine history. 

There was a danger of our thrusting ourselves between men 
and the Gospels, and refusing to leave the individual man alone 
with the sayings of Jesus 

There was a danger that we should offer them a Jesus who was 
too small, because we had forced Him into conformity with out 
human standards and human psychology. To see that, one need 
only read the Lives of Jesus written since the 'sixties, and notice 
what they have made of the great imperious sayings of the Lord, 
how they have weakened down His imperative world-contemning 
demands upon individuals, that He might not come into conflict 
with our ethical ideals, and might tune His denial of the world to 
our acceptance of it Many of the greatest sayings are found 
lying in a comer like explosive shells from which the charges have 
been removed. No small portion of elemental religious power 
needed to be drawn off from His sayings to prevent them from 
conflicting with our system of religious world -acceptance We 
have made Jesus hold another language with our time from that 
which He really held. 

In the process we ourselves have been enfeebled, and have 
robbed our own thoughts of their vigour in order to project them 
back into history and make them speak to us out of the past It 
is nothing less than a misfortune for modem theology that it 
history with everything and ends by being proud of the skill 
with which it finds its own thoughts — even to its beggarly pseudo- 
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metaphysic with which it has banished genuine speculative 
metaphysic from the sphere of religion — in Jesus, and represents 
Him as expressing them. It had almost deserved the reproach * 
“he who putteth his hand to the plough, and looketh back, is not 
fit for the Kingdom of God ” 

it was no small matter, therefore, that in the course oi the 
critical study of the Life of Jesus, after a resistance lasting for 
two generations, during which first one expedient was tried and 
then another, theology was forced by genuine history to begin to 
doubt the artificial history with which it had thought to grve new 
life to our Christianity, and to yield to the facts, which, as Wrede 
strikingly said, are sometimes the most radical critics of all 
History will force it to find a way to transcend history, and to 
fight for the lordship and rule of Jesus over this world with weapons 
tempered in a different forge 

We are experiencing what Paul experienced In the very 
moment when we were coming nearer to the historical Jesus than 
men had ever come before, and were already stretching out our 
hands to draw Him into our own time, we have been obliged to 
give up the attempt and acknowledge our failure in that paradoxical 
saying- “If we have known Christ after the flesh yet henceforth 
know we Him no more ” And further we must be prepared to 
find that the historical knowledge of the personality and life of 
Jesus will not be a help, but perhaps even an offence to religion 

But the truth is, it is not Jesus as historically known, but Jesus 
as spiritually arisen within men, who is significant for our time and 
can help it Not the historical Jesus, but the spirit which goes 
forth from Him and in the spirits of men strives for new influence 
and rule, is that which overcomes the world 

It is not given to history to disengage that which is abiding 
and eternal m the being of Jesus from the historical forms m 
which it worked itself out, and to introduce it into our world as a 
living influence. It has toiled in vain at this undertaking. As a 
water-plant is beautiful so long as it is growing in the water, but 
once tom from its roots, withers and becomes unrecognisable^ so it 
is with the historical Jesus when He is wrenched loose from 
the soil of eschatolog), and the attempt is made to conceive Him 
“ historically " as a Being not subject to temporal conditions The 
abiding and eternal in Jesus is absolutely independent of historical 
knowledge and can only be understood by contact with His spirit 
which is still at work in the world In proportion as we have 
the Spirit of Jesus we have the true knowledge or Jesus 

Jesus as a concrete historical personahtj remains a stranger to 
our time, but His spint, which lies hidden in His words, is known 
m simplicity, and its influence is direct Every saying contains 
in its own way the whole Jesus. The very strangeness and 
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unconditianedness in which He stands before ns makes it easier 
for individuals to find their own personal standpoint in regard 
to Hun 


Men feared that to admit die claims of eschatology would 
abolish the significance of His words for oar tune; and hence 
there was a feverish eagerness to discover in them any elements 
that might be considered not eschatologically conditioned When 
any sayings were found of which the wording did not absolutely 
imply an eschatological connexion there was great jubilation — 
these at least had been saved uninjured from the coming dib£cle. 

But in reality that which is eternal in the words of Jesus is 
due to the very feet that they are based on an eschatological world- 
view, and contain the expression of a mind for which the con- 
temporary world with its historical and social circumstances no 
longer had any existence They are appropriate, therefore, to any 
world, for in every world they raise die man who dares to meet 
their challenge, and does not torn and twist them into meaningless- 
ness, above his world and his tune, making him inwardly free, so 
that he is fitted to be, in his own world and in his own tune, a 


simple channel of the power of Jesus 

Modem laves of Jesus are too general m their scope: They 
aim at influencing, by giving a complete impression of the life of 
Jesus, a whole community. But the historical Jesus, as He is 
depicted in the Gospels, influenced individuals by the individual 
word. They understood Him so far as it w.m necessary for them 
to understand, without forming any conception of His life as a 
whole, since this m its ultimate aims rem?jied\ a mystery even for 
the disciples \ 

Because it is thus preoccupied with the gen&ral, the universal, 
modem theology is determined to find its world-accepting ethic in 
the teaching of Jesus Thereto lies its weakness. The world 
offirmc itself automatically , the modem spirit canno v t but affirm it. 
But why on that account abolish the conflict between \podem life, 
with the world-affirming spirit which inspires it as a whole; and 
the world-negating spirit of Jesus? Why spare the spirit of the 
individual man its appointed task of fighting its way thrWgh the 
world-negation of Jesus, of contending with Him at every ntep over 
the value of material and intellectual goods — a conflict m Which it 
may never rest? For the general, for the institutions of Society, 
the rule is. affirmation of the world, in conscious opposition Vo the 
view of Jesus, on the ground that the world has affirmed itWelft 
This general affirmation of the world, however, if it is to\ be 
Christian, must in the individual spirit be Christianised and trakis- 
fi mired by the personal rejection of the world which is preached Jin 
the sayings of Jesus. It is only by means of the tension thussqt 
up that religious energy can be communicated to our time. There ^ 
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was a danger that modern theology, for the sake of peace, would 
deny the world-negation in the sayings of Jesus, with which 
Protestantism was out of sympathy, and thus unstring the how and 
make Protestantism a mere sociological instead of a religious force 
There was perhaps also a danger of inward insincerity, m the fact 
that it refused to admit to itself and others that it maintained its 
affirmation of the world m opposition to the sayings of Jesus, simply 
because it could not do otherwise 

For that reason it is a good thing that the true historical Jesus 
should overthrow the modem Jesus, should rise up against the 
modem spirit and send upon earth, not peace, but a sword He 
was not teacher, not a casuist , He was an imperious ruler It was 
because He was so in His inmost being that He could think of 
Himself as the Son of Man That was only the temporally 
conditioned expression of the fact that He was an authoritative 
ruler The names m which men expressed their recognition of 
Him as such, Messiah, Son of Man, Son of God, have become for 
us historical parables We can find no designation which expresses 
what He is for us 

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, 
by the lake-side, He came to those men who knew Him not He 
speaks to us the same word “ Follow thou me 1 ” and sets us to 
the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time He commands 
And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple. He 
will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which 
they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as an ineffable 
mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is. 
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